Appendix

i Article 66 of Amendment to the Code of Criminal Procedure, adopted in 24/06/2015: NGOs which are active in the areas of protecting children, women, patients, physically or mentally disabled people, environment, natural resources, cultural heritage, public sanitation and civil rights can file a charge and participate in all proceeding levels. 

 ii The Draft of National Document on Rights of the Child (strategies, objectives and administrative plans) since 2011 has been placed on the agenda of the NBCRC and at the present time it is being finalized.   
iii The strategies are as follows:

· To promote the status of fundamental rights of the child;

· To promote family relations and alternative cares;

· To expand sanitation and basic welfare for children;

· To expand culture of loving children;

· To expand special cares;

· To strengthen educational, sport, cultural and recreational activities for children;

· To improve management structure and system;

· To expand rules and regulations;

· To expand scientific and research activities;

· To expand and strengthen human resources;

· To expand international cooperation

iv Article 3- Activity of the organization is subject to scientific, cultural, social, sports, art, donation and charity, humanitarian, women affairs, socially damaged people, protective, health and treatment, empowerment, environment, development and related areas.

Chapter 2- Rights and Functions

Article 4- Organization is entitled to establish the following activities in relation with its subject of activity and respecting this bylaw and other relevant rules and regulations:

A-To provide aid services for state-run and non-governmental public bodies;

B-To provide consultation and propose appropriate solutions:

1-In the process of planning state and non-governmental public authorities in city, province and national levels;

2-Regarding the effects and results of the activities performed by state and non-governmental public bodies.

C-Help to execute programs and projects of governmental and public non-governmental bodies through reaching agreements and coming to terms with them; 

D-To hold assemblies and rallies to realize organizational aims;

E-To publish magazines;

F-Take any other action to meet the goals set out in the Statute of the organization;

G-Right to petition in judicial and quasi-judicial justice centers.

v Article 4- In order to enhance coordination among relevant executive bodies and seek their opinions on the implementation of the provisions of this Constitution, the Coordinating Council shall be composed of: 

a) Head of NBCRC acting as the head of the Coordinating Council;

b) Secretary of NBCRC acting as the secretary of the Coordinating Council;

c) An attorney-at-law with at least 5 years of theoretical and practical experience on child rights or human rights recommended by Central Bar Association or the Center for legal advisor, lawyers and experts of the judiciary, appointed by the head of NBCRC for a 3-year term

d) 3 representatives of NGOs active in the field of child rights or human rights elected for a 3-year term

e) A clergy familiar with child rights recommended by management council of Qom Islamic Seminary

f) Representatives of the following institutions proposed by a decree of a minister or the highest ranking official, as the case may be:

1. Ministry of Education 

2. Ministry of Cooperatives, Labor and Social affairs

3. Ministry of Health and Medical Education 

4. Ministry of Science, Research and Technology 

5. Ministry of Foreign Affairs

6. Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance 

7. Ministry of Interior 

8. Ministry of Intelligence 

9. Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sport 

10. President Deputy Strategic Planning and Control 

11. Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting 

12. State Welfare Organization 

13. Women and Family Affairs Center

14. The Police Authority 

15. State Prisons and Security and Corrective Measures Organization 

16. Municipality (proposed by Periodic Assembly of Mayors) 

Note 1: The head of the Council shall notify approvals and submit annual and case reports of the Coordinating Council to the heads of the three Constitutional power of the state and the Office of the Supreme Leader and other relevant authorities. 

Note 2: The Head of NBCRC may invite representatives from Judiciary and members of the parliamentary Judicial and Legal Affairs Committee, Health Committee and Social Affairs Committee to attend the Coordinating Council without voting right. 

Note 3: Every 3 year, in May, after an open invitation by the Secretariat of NBCRC, a meeting shall be held, attended by representatives from registered NGOs working in the field of child rights or human rights with at least 5 years of experience also three representatives from three NGOs shall be elected by majority (one half plus one) of present organizations for membership in the Coordinating Council. 

Note 4: Three months prior to the termination of membership of members referred to in Paragraphs (c) and (d), necessary measures shall be taken to elect new members. Current members shall hold office until their successors are elected and qualified. Incumbent members shall only be reelected once. 

vi Chapter 6- Exemption Subject to Paragraph (I) of Article 139

Article 6- Charity funds and community interest companies, having the following qualifications, would enjoy tax exemption subject to this Paragraph:

· They are registered under one of the above mentioned titles, and their non-profit nature is mentioned in their Articles of Association;

· They received donations and cash and in kind gifts would be used for areas mentioned in Paragraph (H) of Article 139 of Direct Tax Amendment Law, approved in 16/02/2002, and certified by Iran National Tax Administration according to Articles 7 and 9 of this Bylaw;

· It should be openly mentioned in Articles of Association of such companies that founders and their first and second degree relatives, subject to Article 18 of this Law, and members of Board of Trustees and managers of companies are not allowed to conduct transactions with company;

· It should be mentioned openly in the Articles of Association that companies and stakeholders are not entitled to withdraw or allocate donations or cash and in kind gifts. After the liquidation, assets of such companies and institutes will belong to the State Welfare Organization or any other state institute, charity fund or community interest institute;

· Income and expenditures of such companies will be monitored according to Articles 7 and 9 of this Bylaw. 

Article 7- Monitoring the income and expenditures of charity funds and community interest institutes will be subject to Paragraph ط of Article 139 of Direct Tax Amendment Law. If there is an endowment, the following will apply:

· The Iran National Tax Administration is the authority to monitor income and expenditures of charity funds and community interest institutes and can commission the task to its affiliated bodies mentioned in Paragraph 3 of Article 1 of the Structure and Functions of the Endowment and Charity Organization Code, approved in 1984;

· Monitoring income and expenditures of the community interest institutes which possess endowment or their management has been commissioned to the Organization for Endowment and Charity, will be carried out by the Organization for Endowment and charity.

· Observing authorities who have been previously commissioned to monitor income and expenditures of community interest companies, according to executive bylaw subject to Note 4 of Article 2 of Direct Tax Code, approved in 1987 and its amendment dated 27/04/1992, they still assume the mentioned responsibility in compliance with provisions of amendment Article 139, approved in 16/02/2002, and of this Bylaw. There is no need to revise and adapt the Articles of Association of such companies with this Bylaw. 

Article 8- The named companies should deliver a certified copy of their Articles of Association within one month of registration to the local office of Iran National Tax Administration and at the same time to open a checking account before a local bank and deposit all the cash monies and income of the company to this account and do expenditures of companies through such accounts. 

Article 9- Charity funds and Community Interest Companies are obliged to deliver their own documented annual income and expenditures statements to relevant observing authorities at maximum within four months after the end of the fiscal year. Observing authority should, within four months of receiving statements, respecting the provisions of Article 139 of Legal Procedures and Executive Bylaw, state its view regarding the analysis of income and expenditures statements and if certified, issue necessary certificates for the Iran National Tax Administration to do the follow-ups. 

Chapter 7- Tax Exemption Subject to Paragraph I of Article 139

Article 10- Professional circles, parties, associations and non-governmental organizations are obliged to give in their own certificates issued by relevant authorities to the Iran National Tax Administration to enjoy tax exemption subject to Paragraph J of the mentioned Article.  

viii  

	Name of the NGO
	Activity Area
	Since

	Society for the Protection of Women and Children
	Children, Adolescents and Women
	Since 1997 at the level of country and since 2013 in provincial levels

	Mehr Parto Varna
	Local social activities in society related affairs and preventing damages and problems for Adolescents
	2009


	Institute of Donor Women for School Construction
	Culture and Education
	2009

	Shookofehaye Mehrjoo Charity Institute
	Charity and Support
	2009

	Mahd Quran
	Educational and religious affairs
	2009

	Doostdarane Ketab
	Child and Adolescents
	2009

	Saqalain Institute
	Quran and Religion
	2009

	Niayesh Institute
	Quran and Religion
	2009

	Mahde Shokofehaye Bahari Charity Institute
	Quran Classes
	2009

	Khane Farzandane Zeinab Charity Institute
	Charity
	2009

	Homaye Sa’dat
	Social (maintaining Unsupervised and bad-supervised Children)
	2009

	Misaqh Asemani
	Quran, and Islamic Traditions and Rules
	2012-2015

	Imam Mosa Sadr
	Science, Religion, Sanitation and Education
	2012-2015

	Rayehe Tehran Charity Fund
	Science, Religion, Sanitation and Education
	2011-2015

	Keramat Mohsenin
	Science, Religion and Sanitation
	2011-2015

	Sabz Andishan Tabriz Environmental Association
	Education and Culture
	2010

	Children of Mercy Charity Institute
	Charity and protection
	2010

	Besharat Institute
	Quran and religion
	2010

	Tanin Behesht Institute
	Quran and religion
	2010

	Haj Mohammad Ziaei Unsupervised Children Institute run by Board of Trustee
	Unsupervised children Charity
	2010

	Adina
	Social (Unsupervised and ill-supervised children Charity)
	2010

	Seyyed al Sajedin
	Social (Unsupervised and ill-supervised children Charity)
	2010

	Asgharieh Bonab Charity Institute
	Charity and support
	2011

	Yashaye Asemani Institute
	Young girls
	2011

	The First Educational-Training Institute of Iranian Entrepreneur Children
	Entrepreneurship and employment
	2012

	Sabz Andishan Vatan
	Social (Unsupervised and ill-supervised children Charity)
	2012

	Masomine Taher
	Social (Unsupervised and ill-supervised children Charity)
	2012

	Tabriz Dokhtarane Noor and Rahmat Charity Institute
	Culture and education
	2013

	Tarbiat Ayandeh Educational

Institute
	Culture and education
	2013

	Chadghan Child and Adolescent Development and Assistance Center
	Children
	2013

	House of Samen and House of Rezvan Imam Reza Charity
	Unsupervised and ill-supervised children
	2013

	Shajare Tooba
	Protection of unsupervised families and orphans
	2013

	Markazi Province Child and Adolescent Rightd Protection Center
	Protection of child and adolescent rights
	Being registered

	Toloe Sabze Koodak Institute
	Holding specialized courses for children on environment and internalizing the culture of protecting environment
	2014

	Baghe Neshat Kindergarten
	Children
	2009

	Sarzamin Koodakan Kindergarten
	Children
	2009

	Kindergartens’ Assistance Center
	Children
	2009

	Koosar Qale Ganj Artistic and Cultural Center
	Science, culture, art, society, sanitation sports, etc.
	2013

	Pardis
	Social affairs
	2014

	Diabetes Children Protection Association
	Protecting diabetes children
	2014

	Sarve Sabze Sahel
	Damaged children
	2014

	Child Welfare Charity Agency
	Children
	2014

	Koodake Shad Playing Ground
	Children
	2014

	Aran and Bidgol Play House Institute
	Children
	2014

	Hamrahan Child Association
	Children
	2014

	Specialized Children’s Parents and Teachers Association
	Exceptional Children
	2010

	Child Welfare Institute
	
	2013

	Kimiaye Hasti
	Social
	2015

	Mehr Koodak and Noojavan
	Children and adolescent
	2015

	Nimdar Innovation House
	Children training
	2015

	Narjes Khatoon Charity
	Pardis
	2015

	Child Center
	Children charity institute
	2015

	Sahel Sooro Foundation
	Prevention
	2010

	Vahdat Shahroo Assistances
	Prevention
	2011

	Mental Health Assistances Society
	Prevention
	2011

	Noor al Rahmat
	Prevention
	2010

	Sahele Salamat
	Prevention
	2010

	Ayandegan Tazian
	Prevention
	2010

	Fazele bandar Endearment Association
	Prevention
	2009

	Hamyaran Shadab
	Prevention
	2010

	Hamraze Qeshm
	Prevention
	2010

	Seddiqe Kobra Assistance Group
	Social affairs
	2009

	Hamyar Koosar Group
	Social affairs
	2009

	Beit al Nabi Charity
	Rehabilitation
	2013

	Supporters of Mothers and Children
	Educational and cultural
	2015

	Mehr Banoo
	Cultural, Social and educational
	2015

	Toloe Adineh
	Cultural and Religious
	2010

	Cascades of Affections
	Charity
	2011

	Roodan Social and Cultural Center
	Cultural and Social
	Pending

	Imam Ali Popular Relief Society
	Training Educationally deprived children
	2014

	Working Children Protection Association
	Training Educationally deprived children
	2014

	Refugee and Asylum Seeker Women and Children Protection Association
	Training Educationally deprived children
	2014

	Street and Working Children Protection Association
	Training Educationally deprived children
	2014

	Doostdarane Koodak Pooyesh Association
	Training Educationally deprived children
	2014

	Life Quality Promotion Charity Institute
	Training Educationally deprived children
	2014

	Rahjooyan Social Workers Clinic
	Protective-Educational Plan of Child and Family
	2013

	Endangered Children Assistance Association
	Training Educationally deprived children
	2014

	Hamdelan Koodak Foundation
	Training Educationally deprived children
	2014

	Rooyeshe Nahale Javan
	Protective-Educational Plan of Child and Family
	2013


viii Article 304 of Code of Criminal Procedure, adopted in 2013: All crimes committed by children and those under 18 will be processed in Juvenile Court. However, convicts who are subject of this Article and are older than 18 will be kept in Youth Ward of the Correctional Centers. 

Note 1- A child is any person who has not reached religious maturity;

Note 2- If during the judicial proceedings convict passes the age of 18, according to this law, the judicial proceedings will continue in Juvenile Court. If convict passes the age of 18 prior to the beginning of the trial, the proceedings will continue in a competent criminal court according to the charges. In such cases, convicts will enjoy all the privileges of Juvenile Court. 

ix Chapter Ten- Punishment and Security and Correctional Measures for Children and Young People

Article 88- The court shall make one of the following decisions, whichever is more appropriate, about the children and young people who have committed ta’zir offenses whose age at the time of commission is between nine to fifteen years according to the solar calendar:

(a) Handing over to parents or natural or legal guardians while taking promises to correct and educate the child or youth and taking care of their good behavior

Note- When the court finds it in the best interest [of the child], it can take promises from the persons mentioned in this paragraph to take measures such as the following and report the result to the court in a specified time:

1- Referral of the child or youth to a social worker or psychologist or other specialists and cooperation with them

2- Sending the child or youth to an educational and cultural institute in order to study or learn a skill

3- Required measures in order to treat or rehabilitate the addiction of the child or youth under the supervision of a doctor

4- Banning the child or youth from the harmful association with and contacting [specific] people at the discretion of the court

5- Banning the child or youth from going to specific places

(b) Handing over to other natural or legal persons that the court finds to be in the best interest of the child or youth by ordering the measures mentioned in paragraph (a) where, considering Article 1173 of the Civil Code, the parents or natural or legal guardians of the child or youth or not competent or available

Note- Handing the child to competent people is subject to their acceptance.

(c) Advising [the child or youth] by the judge

(d) Cautioning and warning or taking a written promise not to commit an offense again

(e) Detention in the Correction and Rehabilitation Center from three months to one year in the case of ta’zir offenses of the first to fifth degree

Note 1- Decisions mentioned in paragraphs (d) and (e) shall only be applicable on a child or youth between twelve and fifteen years. In the case of commission of ta’zir crimes of the first to fifth degree, application of provisions of paragraph (e) shall be mandatory.

Note 2- If a child who has not become mature commits any of offenses punishable by hadd or qisas, if s/he is from twelve to fifteen years of age, s/he shall be sentenced to one of the measures provided in paragraphs (d) or (e); otherwise, one of the measures provided in paragraphs (a) to (c) of this Article shall be applicable.

Note 3- In respect of the measures mentioned in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this Article, the Children and Youth Court, taking into account the investigations made and also the reports of social workers about the condition of the child or youth and his/her behavior, can review its decision as many times as the best interest of the child or youth requires.

Article 89- The following punishments shall be given to young people who commit ta’zir crimes and they are between fifteen to eighteen years of age at the time of commission of the crime:

(a) Detention in Correction and Rehabilitation Center from two to five years in the case of offenses punishable in law by a ta’zir punishment of the first to third degree.

(b) Detention in Correction and Rehabilitation Center from one to three years in the case of offenses punishable in law by a ta’zir punishment of the fourth degree.

(c) Detention in Correction and Rehabilitation Center from three months to one year or a fine of ten million (10,000,000) Rials to forty million (40,000,000) Rials or providing one hundred and eighty to seven hundred and twenty hours of unpaid public services in the case of offenses punishable in law by a ta’zir punishment of the fifth degree.

(d) A fine of one million (1,000,000) Rials to ten million (10,000,000) Rials or providing sixty to one hundred and eighty hours of unpaid public services in the case of offenses punishable in law by a ta’zir punishment of the sixth degree.

(e) A fine of up to one million (1,000,000) Rials in the case of offenses punishable in law by a ta’zir punishment of the seventh and eighth degree.

Note 1- Hours of providing public services shall not exceed four hours a day.

Note 2- Considering the accused person’s condition and the crime committed, the court, at its discretion, instead of sentencing him/her to detention or a fine prescribed in paragraphs (a) to (c) of this Article, can order the offender to stay at home in specific hours determined by the court or detention in the Correction and Rehabilitation Center in the weekend for three months to five years.

Article 90- The court can review its decision for once according to the reports received about the condition of the child or youth and his/her behavior in Correction and Rehabilitation Center and may reduce the detention term up to one-third or replace the detention with handing over the child or youth to his/her natural or legal guardians. The court’s decision to review [the original decision] shall be made if the child or youth has spent at least one-fifth of the detention term in Correction and Rehabilitation Center. The court’s decision in these cases is deemed final; [however] this shall not prevent [him/her] enjoying conditional release and other mitigations prescribed in the law, when their requirements are met.

Article 91- In the cases of offenses punishable by hadd or qisas, if mature people under eighteen years do not realize the nature of the crime committed or its prohibition, or of there is uncertainty about their full mental development, according to their age, they shall be sentenced to the punishments prescribed in this chapter.

Note- The court may ask the opinion of forensic medicine or resort to any other method that it sees appropriate in order to establish the full mental development.

Article 92- In the case of offenses punishable by diya any payment of other types of financial damages, the Children and Young People Court shall make decisions according to the provision relating to diya and damages.

Article 93- If it recognizes mitigating factors, the court can reduce the punishments up to half of the minimum punishment provided and replace security and correctional measures for children and young people with another measure.

Article 94- In the case of all ta’zir crimes committed by young people, the court can postpone the deliverance of the judgment or suspend the execution of the punishment.

Article 95- Criminal convictions of children and young offenders shall have no effect in criminal records.

x Constitution on the National Body on the Convention on the Rights of the Child (NBCRC) in the Islamic Republic of Iran

Article 1- Definitions for the purposes of this Constitution:

a) Child: All persons under 18 years of age;

b) Executive body: Bodies referred to in Article (5) of the Civil Services Management Act approved in 2007;

c) Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and institutions: All legally established grassroots and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and institutions advocating for the rights of child;

d) Monitoring: Ongoing examination of the situation of the society in terms of observance of child rights;

e) NBCRC: National Body on the Convention on the Rights of the Child established by virtue of Ministry of Justice's Approval No. H43855T/205847 of 10 January 2010;

f) Head of NBCRC: Minister of Justice;

g) Coordinating Council: The Coordinating Council of NBCRC referred to under Article 4 of this Constitution;

Article 2- Duties and responsibilities of NBCRC are as follows: 

a) adopt plans and programs for the promotion and protection of child rights and respecting the child's dignity;

b) Monitoring and evaluation of observance of child rights at national level;

c) Provide consultation with respect on laws, regulations, practices and plans regarding child rights to executive bodies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and institutions;

d) Propose amendments to existing laws and regulations and prepare drafts of legal bills to be submitted to the Coordinating Council;

e) Prepare the national report on child rights in collaboration and partnership with other relevant bodies and stakeholders and submit the same to domestic and international competent authority via Foreign Ministry after approval thereof by the Coordinating Council;

f) Prepare reports on cases of violation of child rights and submit the same to competent domestic authorities in accordance with relevant laws and regulations after approval thereof by the Coordinating Council;

g) Conduct studies on child rights in collaboration with academic institutes;

h) Prepare annual and case reports and submit the same to the heads of three Constitutional powers of the state and the Office of the Supreme Leader after approval thereof by the Coordinating Council;

i) Regularly disseminate information/knowledge and raise public awareness on issues related to child rights in collaboration with the Ministry of Education, Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting and other mass media;

j) Coordinate exchange of scientific and research data with domestic and international institutes with respect to child rights;

k) Work with international organizations and institutes to advocate for child rights in collaboration with relevant authorities via Foreign Ministry;

Article 3- Secretariat of NBCRC shall be established in the Ministry of Justice in accordance with relevant laws and regulations. 

Note- Secretary of NBCRC, who shall also act as the Secretary of the Coordinating Council, shall be appointed by the head of NBCRC from among consultants or deputies of the head of NBCRC who are experts in the field of child rights. 

Article 4- In order to enhance coordination among relevant executive bodies and seek their opinions on the implementation of the provisions of this Constitution, the Coordinating Council shall be composed of: 

a) Head of NBCRC acting as the head of the Coordinating Council;

b) Secretary of NBCRC acting as the secretary of the Coordinating Council;

c) An attorney-at-law with at least 5 years of theoretical and practical experience on child rights or human rights recommended by Central Bar Association or the Center for legal advisor, lawyers and experts of the judiciary, appointed by the head of NBCRC for a 3-year term

d) 3 representatives of NGOs active in the field of child rights or human rights elected for a 3-year term

e) A clergy familiar with child rights recommended by management council of Qom Islamic Seminary

f) Representatives of the following institutions proposed by a decree of a minister or the highest ranking official, as the case may be:

· Ministry of Education 

· Ministry of Cooperatives, Labor and Social affairs

· Ministry of Health and Medical Education 

· Ministry of Science, Research and Technology 

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs

· Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance 

· Ministry of Interior 

· Ministry of Intelligence 

· Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sport 

· President Deputy Strategic Planning and Control 

· Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting 

· State Welfare Organization 

· Women and Family Affairs Center

· The Police Authority 

· State Prisons and Security and Corrective Measures Organization 

· Municipality (proposed by Periodic Assembly of Mayors) 

Note 1: The head of the Council shall notify approvals and submit annual and case reports of the Coordinating Council to the heads of the three Constitutional power of the state and the Office of the Supreme Leader and other relevant authorities. 

Note2: The Head of NBCRC may invite representatives from Judiciary and members of the parliamentary Judicial and Legal Affairs Committee, Health Committee and Social Affairs Committee to attend the Coordinating Council without voting right. 

Note3: Every 3 year, in May, after an open invitation by the Secretariat of NBCRC, a meeting shall be held, attended by representatives from registered NGOs working in the field of child rights or human rights with at least 5 years of experience also three representative from three NGOs shall be elected by majority (one half plus one) of present organizations for membership in the Coordinating Council. 

Note4: Three months prior to the termination of membership of members referred to in Paragraphs (c) and (d), necessary measures shall be taken to elect new members. Current members shall hold office until their successors are elected and qualified. Incumbent members shall only be reelected once. 

Article 5: The NBCRC may, depending on the case, invite experienced experts in the field of child rights to attend the meetings of the Council or related working groups and seek their opinion without voting right. 

Article 6- The duties and responsibilities of the Coordinating Council: 

· Formulate strategies to promote child rights and set annual priorities of NBCRC

· Approve the mission statement, policies and executive programs to promote child rights

· Review proposals on amendment of laws and regulations and drafts of bills for submission thereof to relevant authorities

· Review and approve the national report on child rights to be submitted to authorized domestic and international authorities in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution;

· assess the report on the violation of child rights;

· Examine and approve annual and case reports of NBCRC to be submitted to relevant authorities;

· Approve the establishment of permanent and ad hoc working groups as proposed by the head of NBCRC;

· Propose the annual budget to the head of NBCRC for inclusion thereof in the annual budget bill under the credits for the Ministry of Justice;

· Approve internal regulation of the Coordinating Council;

Article 7- Ordinary meetings of the coordinating council shall be held bimonthly. Special meeting may be called at any time on the instructions of the head of NBCRC or on the written request of five members of the council. The quorum shall consist of two-third of current-membership of the coordinating council. The decisions of the council shall be adopted by simple majority vote of the members present. 

Article 8- Secretary of the Coordinating Council shall be in charge of the administrative and executive affairs of NBCRC and work under supervision of the head. The duties of the Secretariat are as follows: 

· Handle administrative and executive affairs of the Council

· Prepare invitations, agendas, and minutes of the meetings and notify approvals of the Coordinating Council to relevant organizations and ensure effective implementation of the approvals

· Develop written plans for the meetings of specialized working groups

· Propose to the head of NBCRC on composition of delegations for participating in the regional and international conferences. 

· Prepare reports on child rights for submission thereof to the Coordinating Council

· Collect reports of delegations attending international meetings and develop the reports database.

· Prepare statements and reports for submission thereof to international and other relevant meetings 

· Cooperate and collaborate with researchers and scientific and research centers on child rights issues. 

· Develop a website on child rights and administrative affairs of NBCRC and the Coordinating Council

· Perform other tasks set by NBCRC and the Coordinating Council

Article 9- The NBCRC shall have at least 4 permanent working groups working on:

· Monitoring and evaluation 

· Legal and Judicial

· Education and Information Dissemination

· Support and Coordination

Note1-The Head of NBCRC shall, based on the provisions of this Constitution, propose members, responsibilities of members and the workings of these working groups for approval thereof by the Coordinating Council. 

Note2-The NBCRC may, in particular cases, if necessary, establish permanent and ad hoc working groups proposed by the head of NBCRC and approved by the Coordinating Council. 

Note 3- Each working group may, depending on the case, hire experienced experts from governmental and non-governmental organizations in the required fields. Hiring foreign experts in accordance with relevant laws and regulations shall be authorized. 

Article 10- The Monitoring and Evaluation working group shall arrange to visit executive bodies and monitor and evaluate the observance of child rights by such bodies and prepare reports on the same for submission thereof to the Coordinating Council. It shall also conduct monitoring and evaluation of the performance of non-governmental organizations and institutes upon their request or consent. 

Note-The Monitoring and Evaluation working group shall develop a text messaging system and website and to receive public reports on the observance of child rights and shall make these addresses public. 

Article 11- The Legal and Judicial working group shall, if required, after conducting necessary studies and reviewing reports and judicial and administrative practices, prepare drafts for amendment of existing laws and regulations for submission thereof to the Coordinating Council. 

Article 12- The Education and Information Dissemination working group shall, if required, take necessary actions and make necessary coordination for education and promotion of child rights at all levels through formulating plans and programs aimed at raising awareness among children, parents, officials working in executive bodies and relevant non-governmental organizations and submit the same to the Coordinating Council for implementation. 

Article 13- The Support and Coordination working group shall, if required, for the purpose of realization of maximum observance of the rights and interests of children in society and in line with provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the local needs and conditions, develop strategies to promote coordination among executive bodies and non-governmental organizations and institutes working in the field of child rights and submit to the Coordinating Council proposals for formulation and implementation of programs for promotion of child rights and protecting children. 

Mohammad Reza Rahimi|First Vice-President 

Terms of Reference of the four Working Groups of the National Body on the Convention on the Rights of the Child (NBCRC)|Ministry of Justice

According to Note 1, Article 9 of the NBCRC’s Constitution (promulgated on 17 April 2012 No. 12068 by the Cabinet of Ministers) and in light of achieving the goals of the above Constitution, the present Terms of Reference for the four thematic Working Groups of the NBCRC is hereby approved as below:

Article 1- In accordance with Article 9 of NBCRC Constitution, the following four permanent expert Working Groups shall be established:

· The Monitoring and Evaluation Working Group

· The Legal and Judicial Working Group

· The Education and Information Dissemination Working Group

· The Support and Coordination Working Group

Article 2- Working Group members shall be designated for a period of three years at the request of NBCRC Secretariat, and as proposed by the bodies and organizations specified in this TOR. All designations shall be communicated by NBCRC Secretary.

Article 3- Each Working Group should be composed of adequate number of experts from governmental and nongovernmental organization active in relevant fields. However, at the suggestion of the Working Group Chairperson and through the Secretary, it would be permissible to invite other experts and professionals to participate in Working Groups as non-voting members, with due consideration to laws and regulations.

Note: Should non-voting members fail to continue cooperating with Working Groups, the relevant organization shall introduce a new expert to the Working Group within 15 days.

Article 4- Each Working Groups, upon convening their first session, shall elect a chairperson from among their members.

Note: Working Group secretaries shall be designated from among the Secretariat's experts.

Article 5- Working Group sessions shall be held as required and a quorum shall consist of two thirds of permanent members.

Article 6- Suggestions by the Working Groups, after approval by majority of present members, shall be submitted to NBCRC’s Secretary in order to propose, review and ratification in the Coordinating Council.

Article 7- Each Working Group is responsible for constantly monitoring implementation of the Articles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, with the aim of recording possible violations of the rights, and conveying them to NBCRC Secretariat together with recommendations.

Article 8- Should Working Group members need to visit institutions and centers dealing with children anywhere in the country; relevant permissions shall be issued by relevant organizations at the suggestion of the Working Group Chairperson or the NBCRC’s Secretary.

Article 9- Members of the Monitoring and Evaluation Working Group shall represent the following ministries and organizations:

· Ministry of Health and Medical Education

· Ministry of Education

· Ministry of Information (Intelligence)

· Ministry of Justice

· Ministry of Interior

· Ministry of Sports and Youth

· General Inspection Office

· The Police Authority

· State prisons and security and corrective measures organization

· The Judiciary’s Office for Defending the Rights of Women and Children

Article 10- The M&E Working Group is responsible for regular monitoring and evaluating the performance of administrative bodies of government and institutes as well as nongovernmental organizations dealing with children, and present their reports (including recommendations) to NBCRC Secretariat. In case the M&E Working Group needs to visit and investigate any of the above-mentioned organizations, centers, etc., it may do so by submitting a request to the NBCRC Secretary, who in turn shall raise the matter in the Coordination Council (the relevant Working Group chairperson may also be invited, if needed). Following approval of the request by the above Council, necessary coordination shall be made in order for the visit/investigation to take place.

Note: The NBCRC Secretariat is responsible for providing necessary equipments for developing of an electronic short messaging system in order for receiving and collecting information from people on observance of children’s rights in the country, and widely inform the public of the same.

Article 11- The Legal and Judicial Working Group shall represent the following ministries and organizations:

· The Ministry of Justice

· The Judiciary's Legal Department

· The State Chief Prosecutor

· The State prisons and security and corrective measures organization

· The Parliament's Research Center

· The Justice Department of Tehran province (preferably the Office for Children and Women's Affairs)

· The Prosecutor of Tehran province (preferably the Office for Children and Women's Affairs)

· The Bar Association (central branch) and the Judiciary's Center for Counselors, Lawyers and Legal Experts

· Police Authority 

· The Legal affair of President's Office

· The Judicial Commission of the Expediency Discernment Council

Article 12- The Legal and Judicial Working Group, in accordance with Article 11 of NBCRC Constitution, is responsible for identifying legal and judicial gaps/challenges with regard to implementation of Articles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and present related practical recommendations to NBCRC Secretariat for submission to the Coordinating Council.

Note: The Legal and Judicial Working Group shall review judicial laws, regulations and procedures and their implementation, together with proposed bills, with a view to identifying their strengths and weaknesses, and subsequently prepare and submit a report to NBCRC Secretariat.

Article 13- Members of the Education and Information Dissemination Working Group shall represent the following ministries and organizations:

· Ministry of Education

· Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance

· Ministry of Science, Research and Technology

· Ministry of Justice

· Ministry of Health and Medical Education

· Islamic Republic of Iran's Broadcasting (IRIB)

· The State Welfare Organization

· The Center For Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adolescents

· Municipality of Tehran

· Nongovernmental organizations (NGOs)

· The Bar Association (central branch) and the Judiciary's Center for Counselors, Lawyers and Legal Experts

Article 14- The Education and Information Dissemination Working Group, according to Article 12 of NBCRC Constitution, is responsible for developing child rights awareness raising programmes for children, parents, government authorities and NGOs, and presenting them to NBCRC Secretariat for subsequent submission to the Coordinating Council.

Note: The Education and Information Dissemination Working Group, using capacities of organizations dealing with child rights issues for collecting, processing and using relevant data on information, shall present its recommendations to NBCRC Secretariat.

Article 15- Members of the Support and Coordination Working Group shall represent the following ministries and organizations:

· The President's Office for Strategic Planning and Monitoring

· The Judiciary's Crime Prevention Department

· Ministry of Cooperatives, Labor and Social Welfare

· Ministry of Foreign Affairs

· Ministry of Education

· Ministry of Justice


· Ministry of Health and Medical Education

· Ministry of Interior

· The Judiciary’s Office for Defending the Rights of Women and Children 

· The Presidential Center for Women and Family Affairs

· The State Welfare Organization

· The Prisons Organization

· The Red Crescent Society

· Imam Khomeini Relief Foundation (IKRF)

· Nongovernmental organizations (NGOs)

· Municipality of Tehran

· Association of Iranian Social Workers

Article 16- The Support and Coordination Working Group, in accordance with Article 13 of NBCRC Constitution, is responsible for identifying existing support capacities for protecting children, in particular protecting children in difficult conditions, and presenting practical recommendations to NBCRC Secretary for subsequent submission to the Coordinating Council.

Note 1: The Support and Coordination Working Group shall identify and review risk factors for children in order to develop pertinent protection mechanisms for submission to NBCRC Secretary.

Note 2: The Support and Coordination Working Group shall develop programmes on prevention initiatives and submit them to NBCRC Secretary.

Note 3: The Support and Coordination Working Group, making use of existing national and international capacities, shall present its recommendations on protecting children and preserving the best interests of the child (to NBCRC Secretary).

xi In line with implementing Article 2 of Convention on the Rights of the Child regarding the principle of indiscrimination:

· All people, regardless of their race and tribe, will have same rights (Article 19 of the Iranian Constitution);
· All people are equal before the law (Article 20 of the Iranian Constitution);

· Prevision of religious freedom for Hanafi, Shafi'i, Hanbali, and Zaydi sects to hold their own religious ceremonies, train religious figures, register personal status and bring their own proceedings (Article 17 of the Iranian Constitution);

· Prevision of the principle of religious freedom for Zoroastrian, Jewish and Christian religions to hold their own religious ceremonies, register personal status and offer religious education according to their faith (Article 13 of the Iranian Constitution);

· Prevision of the principle of indiscrimination in the Iranian Constitution for allocating national incomes to different provinces and distributing economic activities among provinces and different parts of the country (Article 48 of the Iranian Constitution and the Executive Law of Article 48 of the Iranian Constitution, adopted in 1999);

· Prevision of the responsibility of the state to distribute the public resources and subsidy of the loan interest in a manner that the gap between the cities to be decreased (Article 180 of the Fifth Iranian Development Law); 

· Prevision of the right to utilize the family facilities for girls and boys, without any discrimination (Paragraph 18 of Charter of Women’s Rights and Responsibilities in the Islamic Republic of Iran, approved by the Supreme Cultural Revolution Council in 2004);

· In Line with Implementing Article 3 of Convention on the Rights of the Child regarding the Principle of the Best Interests of the Child
· Prevision of the necessity of respecting the principle of the best interests of the child in all decisions of courts and executive authorities (Articles 41 and 45 of the Iranian Family Protection Law, adopted in 2012)

· In line with implementing Articles 5, 20, 21 and 25 of Convention on the Rights of the Child regarding the principle of child guardian

· Prevision of a guardian body for children without any natural guardians with a priority for mothers as guardians (Paragraphs 2 and 5 and Article 21 of the Iranian Constitution and Article 61 of the non-litigious matters Law);

· Prevision of the manner of adopting children with no or bad guardians to qualified individuals authorized by competent courts with respect to the view of the State Welfare Organization and the best interests of the child (Iranian Law of Protecting bad- guardian or no-guardian children, adopted in 2013, and its executive bylaw, adopted in 2015)

· In line with Article 6 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child regarding child’s inherent right to life

· Recognizing the right of the child to life since conception and prenatal stage (Article 975 of the Iranian Civil Code);

· Prevision of a criminal executive guarantee for abortion (Article 716 of the Islamic Penal Code and Article 622 of the Islamic Penal Code in Penalties Section);

· Prevision of the necessity of providing a competent medical certificate at the time of registering divorce of not being pregnant for women which stresses the child right to life (Article 31 of the Iranian Family Protection Law);

· Prevision of judicial proceedings capacity for embryo donation cases in family courts (Article 4 of the Iranian Family Protection Law, adopted in 2012)

· In line with Articles 7 and 8 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child regarding child’s right to identity

· The necessity of choosing an appropriate name for children (Article 20 of the Iranian Civil Status Registration Law);

· Necessity of announcing the birth of children and signing the child birth certificate (Article 24 of the Iranian Civil Status Registration Law);

· Necessity of having a family name (Article 997 of the Iranian Civil Code) and prevision of using the family name of the father as the family name of the child (Note of Article 41 of the Iranian Civil Status Registration Law);

· Prevision of a criminal executive guarantee regarding the issuance of birth certificates inconsistent with the realities and with the provision of false information about the real parents of the child;

· Considering the same rights of those legitimate children for natural children except for right to inheritance;

· Recognition of Iranian nationality for all children with Iranian fathers and non-recognition of Iranian nationality for children with Iranian mothers and non-Iranian fathers, unless after reaching 18 years of age and meeting the legal criteria according to Article 976 of the Iranian Civil Code;

· Issuance of ID cards for children with Iranian mothers and non-Iranian fathers (approved by the Supreme Welfare Council);

· In line with Article 9 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child regarding child custody and child’s right to meet parents
· Prevision of the necessity of respecting the best interests of the child in all the decisions made by courts and executive authorities (Articles 41 and 45 of the Iranian Family Protection Law, adopted in 2012);

· Exempting the people under the coverage of State Welfare Organization and Imam Khomeini Charity Fund form paying court proceedings fees (Note of Article 5 of the Iranian Family Protection Law, adopted in 2012);

· Prevision of the right to litigate for mothers or guardians of children to claim child alimony from court (Article 6 of the Iranian Family Protection Law, adopted in 2012) (25);

· Prevision of the non-necessity of providing bail to issue a temporary order for custody, maintenance, child visitation and child alimony where determination is urgent (Article 7 of the Iranian Family Protection Law, adopted in 2012) (26);

· Prevision of an arrest enforcement guarantee for any person who refuses to implement the custody warrant or refrains from extraditing the child (Article 40 of the Iranian Family Protection Law, adopted in 2012) (27);

· Prevision of allocating an appropriate environment according to the child nature to visit his/her parents (Article 68 of the Iranian Family Protection Law Executive Bylaw, adopted in 2014) (28);

· Prevision of the necessity of having trained social workers to carry out the follow ups of the child custody and care issues (Article 24 of the Iranian Family Protection Law, adopted in 2012) (29);

· Prevision of a criminal executive guarantee for any person refusing to assign the custody or pay the child alimony (Articles 53 and 54 of the Iranian Family Protection Law, adopted in 2012) (30);

· In line with Articles 12, 13, 14 and 15 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child regarding child’s right to freedom of expression, freedom of thought, conscience and religion and the child’s right to dignity of private and family affairs and communications
· Immunity of dignity, life, property, rights, housing and employment of people from violation (Article 22 of the Iranian Constitution) (31);

· Ban on investigating the believes (Article 23 of the Iranian Constitution) (32);

· Ban on inspecting and announcing the contents of personal communications and phone calls, taping and searching the personal affairs (Article 25 of the Iranian Constitution) (33);

· Freedom of association and assembly (Articles 26 and 27 of the Iranian Constitution) (34);

· Prevision of interrogating and investigating immature persons by trained officers, if possible, and by respecting Sharia laws (Article 42 of the Iranian Code of Criminal Procedure, adopted in 2013) (35);

· Prevision of holding parts or whole of the child proceedings in absensia, if expedient (Article 414 of the Iranian Code of Criminal Procedure, adopted in 2013) (36);

· Prevision of the necessity of appointing lawyers in juvenile courts when reviewing discretionary charges of grade 6 or higher (Article 415 of the Iranian Code of Criminal Procedure, adopted in 2013) (37);

· Establishment of Iranian Student Associations as a public and non-governmental body to promote religious, moral, rationale, emotional, scientific and social character of the students and provide the required grounds for the overall participation of students in ideological, cultural, social, political, sports and artistic areas, with some specific regulations under the auspices of the Ministry of Education (Articles of Association of the Iranian Student Associations, approved by the Iranian Supreme Cultural Revolution Council in 1999) and establishment of a Guild Association under the title of Student Parliament (Student Parliament establishment Bylaw, approve in the 672nd meeting of the Iranian Supreme Cultural Revolution Council in 14/04/2002);

· Establishment of student councils in order to participate students in educational, training, disciplinary issues and establish a direct and correct relationship between parents and students

· In line with Article 18 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child regarding both parents’ common responsibilities for the upbringing and development of the child respecting the best interests of the child and provision of child caring facilities for working parents

· Right to enjoy the support and participation of spouse in developing and upbringing the child (paragraph 37 of Charter of Women’s Rights and Responsibilities in the Islamic Republic of Iran); 

· Civil and criminal responsibility of parents to fail in protecting their children and restrain children from visiting their own parents (Paragraph 46 of the Charter of Women’s Rights and Responsibilities in the Islamic Republic of Iran);

· Prevision of determining the status of child custody when parents are getting divorced (Article 29 of the Iranian Family Support Law)(38);

· Prevision of the necessity of respecting the criteria of the best interests of the child in all decisions made by courts and executive authorities (Articles 41 and 45 of the Iranian Family Support Law)(39);

· Prevision of an executive arrest warrant for persons who refrain from implementing custody order or extraditing the child (Article 40 of the Iranian Family Support Law); (40)

· Prevision of unpaid leave for women officers whose spouses are on a mission, maximally for 6 years (Note 4 of Article 84 of Iranian Civil Management Services Law); (41) 

· Increasing the time of maternity leave of women from 6 months to 9 months and offering a two-week compulsory paid leave for their spouses (Note 2 of Single Act of the Iranian family planning amendment law); (42)

· Stressing the job security of mothers (Note 2 of Article 3 of Iranian Breastfeeding Promotion and Supporting the Breastfeeding mothers Act, approved in 1995); (43)

· Prevision of paid sick leave for pregnant women officers, other than the 9 month maternity leave (Note 1 of Article 3 of the Executive Bylaw of the Iranian Breastfeeding Promotion and Supporting the Breastfeeding Mothers Act); (44)

· Prevision of not forcing women officers to shift their place of work after maternity leave and during breastfeeding period (Article 5 of the Executive Bylaw of the Iranian Breastfeeding Promotion and Supporting the Breastfeeding Mothers Act); (45)

· Prevision of hourly leave for working mothers according to the needs of breastfeeding child (Article 6 of the Executive Bylaw of the Iranian Breastfeeding Promotion and Supporting the Breastfeeding Mothers Act); (46) 

· Responsibility of the employer to provide an appropriate place for breastfeeding and child caring of working mothers and prevision of an executive guarantee in case of violating this responsibility (Note 1 and 2 of Article 6 of the Executive Bylaw of the Iranian Breastfeeding Promotion and Supporting the Breastfeeding Mothers Act (47) and Articles 14 (48) and 16 (49) of the Executive Bylaw of Nurseries and Kindergartens, approved in 1991, and Articles 78 (50) and 173 (51) of the Iranian Labor Code);

· Responsibility of the managers of child caretaking centers to possible damages endangering the lives of children and responsibility of employer to incidents happened due to lack of facilities in these centers (Article 12 and its Note of the Executive Bylaw of Nurseries and Kindergartens, approved in 1991); (52) 

· Emphasizing proximity of women’s working place to the child caretaking centers Article 12 and its Note of the Executive Bylaw of Nurseries and Kindergartens, approved in 1991); (53) 

· Defining child care centers into three categories: Nurseries (for 45 days old to 2 years old children); Kindergartens (for 2 years old to 5 years old children) and Preschools (from 5 years old up to school). (Article 1 of the Executive Bylaw of Nurseries and Kindergartens, approved in 1991); (54) 

· In line with Article 23 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child regarding mentally or physically disabled children

· Prevision of free education for disabled children in the Ministry of Education’s affiliated educational centers (Article 8 of the Iranian Comprehensive Disability Act, approved in 2004); (55)

· It is the responsibility of the State Welfare Organization to protect, care and empower all legal representatives of disabled people in all areas related to their property and financial rights until court appoints a guardian for them (Article 13 of the Iranian Comprehensive Disability Act and Article 3 of the executive bylaw of Article 13 of the Iranian Comprehensive Disability Act) (56)

· State Welfare Organization is responsible to protect and defend disabled persons in judicial courts (Note 1 and 2 of Article 13 of the Iranian Comprehensive Disability Act); (57)

· Accession to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 1998; (58)

· Ministry of Education is responsible to provide access to fair educational opportunities based on the sex of the persons and regional needs, especially in underdeveloped regions, eliminate educational deprivation, provide facilities for distance learning and provide the required expenditures for the feeding, transportation, sanitation and other costs of boarding schools (paragraph D of Article 19 of the Iranian Fifth Plan Law); (59)

· Ministry of Education is responsible to form Comprehensive Informing Plans to inform and train parents of children with specific needs (Paragraph 2 to Article 19 of the Iranian Fifth Plan Law); (60)

· Ministry of Education is responsible to develop special schools for children with specific needs and pave the way for the creation of specific conditions and facilities required for strengthening skills of such children (paragraph 4 of Article --- of the Iranian Fifth Plan Law); 

· Prevision of tax exemption for charity institutes and associations (Chapter 6, subject to Article 139 of the Iranian Direct Tax Amendment Bylaw, approved in 2001); (61)

· In line with Article 26 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child regarding child right to social security and social insurance
· A draft plan for children and youth (Article 31 of Code of Criminal Procedure, approved in 2013);

· To give priority to unsupervised children among the first target group population as a population under acute poverty line (63) in line with Social welfare Safety Umbrella Program (Articles 1, 3 and 4 of the Social welfare Safety Umbrella Program Bylaw, proposed by the Ministry of Welfare and Social Security, approved in 29/06/2005); (64)

· Prevision of allowance, insurance and survivor pension rights of parents to their sons and girls (paragraph 3 of Article 48 of the Iranian Family Protection Law); (65) 

· Administrative bodies are obliged to provide the family members of the civil servants and retired staff with insurance coverage (Article 85 of the Iranian Civil Services Management Law) (66)

· Establishment of a center for coordinating welfare-social urgencies (Social Emergency System) and establishment of call center 123;

· Establishment of the Consultant Voice Center: Phone Number 1480 (State Welfare Organization)
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