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Article 1
The information provided by the Republic of Armenia to the Human Rights Committee on Article 1 of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights in the 3rd period report does not reflect the truth and contradicts the essence of Article 1 of the Covenant and the relevant principle of international law.
The territories mentioned in paragraph 28 of the report, including the “Nagorno-Karabakh Republic” or “Artsakh Republic” and the 7 surrounding administrative territories were occupied by the armed forces of the Republic of Armenia in 1990-1993 (with the close participation of the 366th military unit of the former USSR in a number of operations). Four UN Security Council resolutions were adopted due to the immediate evacuation of the territories by Armenian armed forces[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/822(1993)
  http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/853(1993)
  http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/874(1993)
  http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/884(1993)] 

The Armenian people determined their destiny and established a state called Armenia in 1918 for the first time in historyr. The former Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Region, now occupied by Armenia and actually under Armenian administration, is historically Azerbaijani lands and was joined to the Russian Empire by the Kurakchay Treaty in 1805[footnoteRef:2]. From this point of view, the statement "The fact that the Republic of Artsakh has never been and may not be in any status of a part of Azerbaijan" in paragraph 29 of the report of the 3rd period of Armenia is a serious distortion of historical facts. At the same time, the Treaty on the Establishment of the USSR (Soviet Union) of December 29, 1922 also mentions the former Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Region and 7 surrounding regions occupied by the Armenian armed forces as the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan[footnoteRef:3]. [2:  http://www.virtualkarabakh.az/en/post-item/32/52/kurakchay-treaty.html]  [3:  https://www.britannica.com/place/Soviet-Union] 

The occupation of the territories by the armed forces of the Republic of Armenia and the current administration of the territories (effective control) are also indicated in the “Case of Chiragov and others v. Armenia”[footnoteRef:4] decision adopted by the Grand Chamber of the European Court of Human Rights. [4:  https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-179554%22]}] 

The Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia Pashinyan said in his speech at the opening of the sports event "All-Armenian Sports Games" organized in the occupied territories: “Thus, Armenian capital has a homeland, because its owners have a homeland - Armenia, and Artsakh is Armenia, and that is all[footnoteRef:5]”. Thus, according to Article 1 of the Covenant, the territory presented by Armenia as the "Nagorno-Karabakh Republic" is occupied by Armenia, controlled and managed by its army, and its presentation as a de facto subject of international law does not reflect the truth. [5:  https://www.primeminister.am/en/Artsakh-visits/item/2019/08/05/Nikol-Pashinyan-visit-to-Artsakh/] 

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan sent his son for the military service to the territories of Azerbaijan and met with his son in the military unit of the Armenian Armed Forces in the territories of Azerbaijan, where he served[footnoteRef:6]. [6:  https://www.panorama.am/en/news/2020/07/09/Pashinyan%E2%80%99s-son-back-home/2324835] 

Before the occupation of the territories by the Republic of Armenia, the population of the Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Region was 145,450 (76.9%) Armenians, 40,688 (21.5%) Azerbaijanis, 1922 (1%) Russians and 1,025 (0.6 %) other people. At present, 100% of the population living in these areas are Armenians. The Republic of Armenia itself is one of the most monoethnic countries in the world. Although the national composition of the population in the Armenian Soviet Socialist Republic, which was formed during the formation of the USSR (1922), is diverse, modern Armenia is considered one of the most monoethnic countries in the world. Thus, at present, the population of Armenia consists of 98.1% Armenians, 1.1% Yezidi Kurds, 0.7% other ethnic groups and peoples. In fact, over the last 100 years, the number of Azerbaijanis (Turks) has steadily decreased and now stands at 0%. At the time of the 1979 census in the USSR, the Azerbaijani population in Armenia was 6.5% of the total population, whereas in the early 20th century this figure was close to 50%. About 320,000 Azerbaijanis were forcibly deported in 1988, and this figure is now 0%.
Armenians residing the former Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Region have been able to use their native language, natural and cultural resources in those areas, and have fully exercised their right to self-determination.
Thus, the Republic of Armenia exercises control and management over the territories it calls the "Nagorno-Karabakh Republic" or the "Artsakh Republic" and the 7 surrounding districts. About 700,000 Azerbaijanis living in the territory of the former Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Region and 7 surrounding districts, as well as all Azerbaijanis (about 320,000) living in Armenia before the conflict (until 1988) were forcibly deported and thousands of civilians were taken hostage, genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes were committed by the Armenian military that violated the traditions and customs of war. 
At present, only ethnic Armenians live in the territories controlled by Armenia, and they are provided with general civil passports of the Republic of Armenia.

Article 2
The Republic of Armenia is currently a monoethnic country According to the official report of the Armenian state[footnoteRef:7], more than 98.1% of the country's population are Armenians. At present, up to 1.9% of Yezidis, Russians and other nationalities live in Armenia. In fact, these figures are not accurate. Official Armenia shows that 1.9% of the population is of other nationalities in order to partially cover up the fact that it is a mono-ethnic country. As a result of a continuous monoethnic policy, the Armenian population in Armenia increased 4.1 times in 1926-1989 alone, while the representatives of other nations were systematically reduced in number. On December 23, 1947 Armenia could get the decision made by the USSR Council of Ministers to resettle 100,000 Azerbaijanis living in Armenia to Azerbaijan. In the following periods, as a result of artificial barriers created in education and workplaces, a large number of Azerbaijanis had to move from Armenia. At the beginning of 1988, according to official USSR statistics, 12% of the Armenian population, about 320,000 people, were Azerbaijanis. [7:  https://www.gov.am/u_files/file/kron/charter%20ev%20shrjan%20rus/Charter-Rus.pdf
] 

In 1988, Armenia forcibly deported 100% of that population, and there is currently no Azerbaijani population in Armenia
A policy of "soft deportation" is being pursued in relation to other nations. There is a lot of information about the miserable condition of the Yezidi Kurdish population. Women were deprived of the right to receive education in their mother tongue. However, in 1934, there were 45 Kurdish schools in Armenia. Currently, there are no such schools.
Institute for War & Peace Reporting (or IWPR for short) states in its report that “The future of Armenia’s Yezidis depends crucially on the next children keeping the culture and language. Currently Armenia has no Yezidi schools or textbooks and all education is done in Armenian”[footnoteRef:8]. [8: Source:    Institute for War & Peace Reporting (or IWPR for short)https://iwpr.net/global-voices/armenias-yezidi-kurds] 

The report reflects the difficult working conditions of women.“The women work all day, making cheese and milk and baking bread in special clay ovens. Even young children have their own responsibilities”[footnoteRef:9] [9: Source:    Institute for War & Peace Reporting (or IWPR for short)https://iwpr.net/global-voices/armenias-yezidi-kurds] 

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) states in its Child Marriage in Armenia report that “Rates of child marriage are much higher among theYezidi minority than among the general population in Armenia; in addition, rates of unregistered marriages are also very high in these communities.Yezidis live mainly in rural communities .
According to official statistics, the number of Russians in Armenia in 1989 was 51,555, which was 1.6% of the total population. In 2001, this figure dropped by 3.3 times and was 14,660 people, which is 0.5% of the total population. The aging process among the Russian population is progressing rapidly. Young Russians are leaving the country due to lack of prospects. The majority of men migrate to Russia and other countries for profit, so they are mostly women (elderly women). Unemployment among Russian women is high. Due to the closure of Russian-language schools (16 out of 20 previously existing schools were closed down), there are no suitable jobs for Russian women due to the use of the Armenian language in budget organizations and government agencies.
Article 6
The Republic of Armenia is committed to ensuring the right to life by acceding to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Article 6) and the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (The right to life, Article 2).
However, the right to life, which is considered the most basic of rights, is one of the most frequently violated rights in Armenia. The state cannot guarantee the right of citizens to live. On the contrary, the authorities create comprehensive obstacles to the investigation of violations of the right to life. The UN Human Rights Committee expressed its concern about this issue in 2012. Regarding the periodic report submitted by the Committee on the fulfilment of the duties of the Republic of Armenia under the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Committee noted with concern that “The Committee is concerned about the ongoing impunity for excessive use of force by the police during the events of 1 March 2008, despite efforts to investigate the fatalities”[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2fARM%2fCO%2f2&Lang=en
] 

Back then, the Committee recommended, that Armenia as the State party
 “The State party should establish effective investigative procedures to ensure that law enforcement officers found responsible for excessive use of force, including those with command responsibility, are held accountable and appropriately sanctionedThe State party should also guarantee that victims of these acts receive adequate compensation, and that they have access to adequate medical and psychological rehabilitation”[footnoteRef:11] [11: http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2fARM%2fCO%2f2&Lang=en] 

The Armenian state completely ignored the Committee's concerns and recommendations regarding the massacre of civilians protesting against election fraud, did not prosecute the perpetrators, and did not take any measures to rehabilitate the victims.
Thus, another UN committee, the Committee Against Torture, had to revisit this issue in November 2016, at the 59th session of the Committee held on November 7, 2016 and December 7, 2016.
The Committee discussed the 4th period report of the Republic of Armenia and submitted General Notes on January 27, 2017. Section 19 of the Notes states that, “With reference to its previous concluding observations (see CAT/C/ARM/CO/3, para. 20), the Committee remains concerned that, despite the initiation of criminal cases for causing death by negligence and for the unlawful intentional deprivation of life, no progress appears to have been made in investigating the 10 deaths that occurred as a result of excessive and indiscriminate use of force by police forces in connection with the protests held in March 2008”[footnoteRef:12]. [12:   http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CAT%2f
C%2fARM%2fCO%2f4&Lang=en] 

The fact that the UN Committee against Torture again made the same demand to the State party nine years later in connection with the March 2008 killings shows that the Armenian authorities are behind the killings during the March 2008 events and therefore did not prosecute any of the perpetrators. “The Committee once again confirms the previous recommendation in connection with the investigation of 10 deaths that occurred as a result of excessive and indiscriminate use of force by police forces during the protests held in March 2008 (CAT/C/ARM/CO/3)”. 
In this regard, the Committee reiterated its recommendation to the State Party to bring to justice those responsible for the deaths in connection with the incidents.
Thus, Armenia confirms the violation of the right to life by the state by not investigating the murders that took place 10 years ago and hiding the perpetrators.
The UN Human Rights Committee has also expressed concern over the increase in non-combat deaths in the military in its Notes. Paragraph 15 of the Notes submitted by the Committee states that, “The Committee is concerned about suspicious deaths in the Armenian Armed Forces under non-combat conditions and about the alleged practice of hazing and the existence of other mistreatment of conscripts by officers and fellow soldiers.”[footnoteRef:13] [13:  http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR%2fC%2fARM%2fCO%2f2&Lang=en
] 

The Committee expressed concern over the increase in non-combat deaths, hazing and humiliation among servicemen in the army, and called on the Armenian authorities to effectively combat these cases. However, the Armenian government ignored this request of the Committee.
The mechanism for investigating cases of illegal and arbitrary deprivation of life in Armenia and punishing perpetrators is ineffective. The reasons for the killing of soldiers of the regular Armenian army stationed in military units, especially in the occupied territories, by their comrades or officers are hidden, and such killings are presented as a result of hostilities. 
The US State Department's 2015 report on the situation of the human rights in the countries states that, “On January 29, 2015, the Ministry of Defense announced the death of a cadet of the military academy. According to the information, the cadet was found hanged. During autopsy, more than 30 serious injuries were found on his body”[footnoteRef:14] It turned out that the cadet had not, in fact, committed suicide, had been severely tortured to death by the group, but had been hanged to lose track, and the case had been disguised as suicide.. [14:  https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/253031.pdf] 

It is common for servicemen to be killed in military units stationed on the line of contact with the Azerbaijani army in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan, and most of the killings are concealed, with reports that the deaths were caused by enemy fire.
The US State Department report further states that, “Observers have consistently asserted that the authorities have softened their reporting of deaths and humiliations in the military. Then they conduct an investigation to confirm the initial information they disseminated. According to one of the NGOs, the Helsinki Assembly, the courts in also work as a unified system to conceal the real perpetrators of murders in military service. According to the Helsinki Assembly, military police and prosecutors detained suspects and witnesses and subjected them to various physical and psychological pressures.”[footnoteRef:15] [15:  https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/253031.pdf] 


The UN Committee against Torture also discussed the non-combat killings of military personnel at its 59th session on 7 November 2016 and 7 December 2016 and demanded from the State party to conduct an impartial and effective investigation into the deaths. Paragraph 35 of the General Notes published by the Committee on 27 January 2017 states that,
“The Committee remains concerned at the number of non-combat deaths in the armed forces and allegations of continued hazing and other mistreatment of conscripts by officers and fellow soldiers.”[footnoteRef:16] [16:  http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=
CAT%2fC%2fARM%2fCO%2f4&Lang=en] 

One of the places where the right to life is violated in Armenia is the places of imprisonment. The statistics of deaths in temporary detention facilities, pre-trial detention centers and penitentiaries is growing every year. The number of people committing suicide because of intolerance of torture, ill-treatment and degrading treatment and punishment in prisons is also increasing.
Paragraph 33 of the General Notes released by the UN Committee Against Torture on 27 January 2017” states that, “The Committee is gravely concerned at an alarming pattern of suicides by inmates, noting that between 2012 and 2016, in 23 of 24 cases of suicide, criminal cases were initiated under article 110 (1), of the Criminal Code (on causing suicide), including the three cases of suicide by hanging that occurred in the newly built Armavir prison in December 2015, and that, of the 23 criminal cases, 18 were discontinued or suspended on various grounds, such as non-identification of the accused, and 5 cases are still under investigation”[footnoteRef:17]. [17:  http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CAT%2fC%2fARM%2fCO%2f4&Lang=en
] 

The UN Committee against Torture has linked the persistence of violations of the right to life in places of detention to ill-treatment and torture. Thus, in some cases, prisoners commit suicide because they do not tolerate torture, degrading treatment or punishment, or if they are killed as a result of torture, they are registered as suicides.

Violation of the right to life of captives and hostages

The Republic of Armenia has occupied more than 20% of the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan and exercises its control over the occupied territory. More than a million people were deported and more than 30,000 were killed during the fighting. Thousands of soldiers and civilians were taken hostage, including women, the elderly and children. Many of these people were deprived of their right to life, killed, tortured to death, or their organs sold and destroyed.
Although the conflict is not currently active, there are cases of civilians living on the front lines being abducted and taken hostage.
For example, on June 11, 2014, three civilians were taken hostage in the occupied territory of the Kalbajar District of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Dilgam Asgarov, a citizen of the Republic of Azerbaijan, was sentenced to life imprisonment, and Shahbaz Guliyev to 22 years in prison by an illegitimate court of the governing body established by the Republic of Armenia in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan. Another Azerbaijani citizen, Hasan Hasanov, was brutally killed while being taken hostage[footnoteRef:18]. [18:  http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CAT/Shared%20Documents/ARM/INT_CAT_CSS_ARM_25739_E.pdf
] 


Article 7

Although Armenia is a party to the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the Optional Protocol annexed to it, and the European Convention for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading. Treatment or Punishmen), there are the cases of systematic and total violations, inhumane treatment and degrading treatment in prisons and public events in the country. The main facts characterizing the non-compliance with the Convention in the country:
· Detention facilities do not meet minimum standards, including European Penitentiary Rules;
· Suicides are common in prisons;
· Most Azerbaijani captives and hostages die as a result of severe torture or lose their health for life;
· Inadequate force is used during mass action, resulting in torture and other ill-treatment.
The state has no effective legislation or practice to prevent torture.
International organizations and international non-governmental organizations prepare numerous reports in their reports on the total use of torture and ill-treatment in Armenia and the failure of the authorities to take any effective measures to prevent it, and make demands to the Armenian authorities. However, despite years of investigation, as a rule, officials who commit torture or other degrading treatment or punishment are usually "not found".

The UN Human Rights Committee expressed its concern in 20012. The Committee concerned over the existence of serious problems in the investigation of torture in Armenia in the General Notes published in connection with the report on the implementation of the obligations of the Republic of Armenia under the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
Paragraph 14 of the Notes states that “the Committee is concerned about the lack of a truly independent grievance mechanism against torture and ill-treatment in detention facilities and the very few criminal cases opened in connection with allegations of torture.”[footnoteRef:19]. [19:  file:///C:/Users/user/Downloads/G1245524.pdf] 

The Committee recommended to the State of Armenia that “the State party should establish mechanisms for independent complaints and grievances concerning cases of torture and ill-treatment in prisons, and ensure the prosecution of perpetrators of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.”[footnoteRef:20] [20:  file:///C:/Users/user/Downloads/G1245524.pdf] 

Although more than nine years have passed since the UN Human Rights Committee's recommendations on the prevention of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment in detention facility, and the identification and punishment of perpetrators, no investigation has been conducted or no action was taken to improve the situation.
Paragraph 20 of the Notes released by the UN Human Rights Committee states that, “The Committee is also concerned about overcrowding in prisons and understaffing. The Committee is also concerned about seldom imposing non-custodial sentences by judges”[footnoteRef:21]. [21:  file:///C:/Users/user/Downloads/G1245524.pdf] 


On January 26, 2017, the UN Committee Against Torture released the 4th Periodic Report to the Committee on the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, where it referred to serious facts and made recommendations on the widespread use of torture and degrading treatment and punishment in Armenia. 
The Committee states in paragraph 19 of its Notes that, “ With reference to its previous concluding observations (see CAT/C/ARM/CO/3, para. 20), the Committee remains concerned that, despite the initiation of criminal cases for causing death by negligence and for the unlawful intentional deprivation of life, no progress appears to have been made in investigating the 10 deaths that occurred as a result of excessive and indiscriminate use of force by police forces in connection with the protests held in March 2008, nor in investigating allegations of arbitrary detention, denial of access to a lawyer of choice and ill-treatment in custody committed in the immediate aftermath of the violence”[footnoteRef:22]. [22:  http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CAT%2fC%2fARM%2fCO%2f4&Lang=en] 

The Committee considers the failure of investigations into torture and ill-treatment, as well as the mass killing of large numbers of people, which have been practiced for almost 10 years, to be in violation of the relevant articles of the Convention and required the State party to punish the perpetrators and compensate the victims.
The UN Committee against Torture is particularly concerned about the "hazing" in the Armenian army, the brutal treatment of conscripts, and the high number of non-combat deaths.
 Paragraph 36 of the Notes states that “The Committee reiterates its previous recommendation (see CAT/C/ARM/CO/3). The State party should: redouble its efforts to prevent non-combat deaths in the military, hazing and the mistreatment of conscripts, and ensure prompt, impartial and thorough investigations into all allegations of abuse of conscripts in the army and into all non-combat deaths; prosecute and punish those responsible with appropriate penalties; and provide compensation and rehabilitation for the victims of hazing and mistreatment, including through appropriate medical and psychological assistance. The State party should also ensure that complaints against military personnel are considered by an independent body.”[footnoteRef:23] [23:  http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CAT%2fC%2fSR.1484&Lang=en] 

The Committee's concerns and consistent recommendations also show that torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment have become commonplace in the Armenian army, resulting in frequent deaths of soldiers. It is also clear from the Committee's document that no serious action has been taken in connection with this total and systematic violation, but that the deaths have been documented in many cases as combat incidents.

The Committee has repeatedly stated that a similar situation occurs in places of deprivation of liberty. The Committee notes in particular the widespread use of torture, other degrading treatment and punishment in places of deprivation of liberty. Paragraph 33 of the Notes pays special attention to this issue and states that in addition to the violation of the right to protection from torture, there is also a violation of the right to life.
 
At the 59th session of the Committee held on November 7, 2016-07 December 2017, at the hearings on the 4th period report of Armenia, the Committee's rapporteur on the country, Sebastien Touze, addressed questions to the Armenian delegation regarding the Azerbaijani hostages Dilgam Asgarov and Shahbaz Guliyev. “According to the official transcript of his speech, Touze asked for additional information on the torture and prosecution in Nagorno-Karabakh, which is effectively controlled by Armenia, as indicated in the European Court's Chiragov and Others v. Armenia case. In particular, he requested additional information on the necessary investigation by the Armenian side in connection with the ill-treatment and torture of Azerbaijani and Russian citizens.”[footnoteRef:24] [24:  http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CAT%2fC%2fSR.1484&Lang=en] 


In Armenia, torture for the confession of a person or for the confession of third parties is a common practice for temporary detention, pre-trial detention facilities and penitentiaries. There are serious factual reports from local NGOs, international organizations and international NGOs. The media also publish articles about the torture of suspects or accused persons in order to obtain a "necessary statement". According to the Armenian report portal, "A person named A. Artashes was tortured at the Vanadzor penitentiary and forced to confess to the theft. The detainee appealed to the investigation service and said that the incident took place on March 17, 2015 at the Tashir police station in Armenia. The detainee writes that he was tortured by the deputy chief and the operative officer of the department, and during the torture he was beaten several times on various parts of the body, forcing him to confess to robbing the apartment.”[footnoteRef:25] [25:  http://armenianreport.com/pubs/113948/] 


The report “Human Rights Violations during July 17-30, 2016” prepared jointly by NGO in Armenia, that protects 6 human rights, reports on gross human rights violations during the events of those dates, as well as numerous facts have been shown on the use of torture. The report states that, “During the events of July 17-30, 2016, the police used physical force against the protesters and the surrounding population, including the use of special means, handcuffs. The purpose of the police's use of handcuffs was not to calm down the protesters, but to punish those who disobeyed their orders. In most cases, handcuffs were already tied to people's arms in police cars, and then they were hit in the head with rubber truncheons. According to the forensic medical examination, the victims of police violence were those who did not comply with lawful police requirements. However, the blows to the head and abdomen of people with rubber truncheons occurred after they were handcuffed. As a result of police violence, people suffered numerous fractures and other serious injuries individuals.”[footnoteRef:26] [26:  https://www.osce.org/odihr/352121?download=true] 

According to the report, the number of people injured during the events of July 16-30, 2016 was as follows:
50 people with various scatches, 27 people with fractures, 10 people with burns, 1 person with torn wounds, 56 people with contusion injuries, 1 person with hearing problems, 1 person with vision problems, 22 people with bleeding, 16 people with exogenous poisoning, 5 people with fractures, 3 people with concussion. These figures in the report are incomplete. Many victims of violence refrained from giving any information about it.
“On June 29, 2016, during a police operation, residents of nearby Sari-Tag Street were also injured. The grenades damaged their health and destroyed their property”[footnoteRef:27]. [27:  https://www.osce.org/odihr/352121?download=true] 

According to the report, during the events, the journalists preparing reports from the demonstration place were treated with special cruelty.“ 19 journalists and operators, covering the protest procedure and the activities of the law enforcement bodies, were targeted and subjected to physical violence during the period of the protests of July 17-30 of 2016. Moreover, they were subjected to violence not only by the policemen, but also by the people in civilian clothes, who acted under police command. According to the witnesses of the journalists, the actions of the policemen were of delibirate and targeted nature, and even the presentaiton and showing off the police certificate, as well as the media outlet on the cameras did not prevent the media representatives from being subjecte to violence”[footnoteRef:28]. [28:  https://www.osce.org/odihr/352121?download=true] 

The main reason for the brutal actions against journalists covering the events was to cover up the actions of the police and other law enforcement agencies who used inadequate force. 
“During these events, the application of special measures against the journalists, including sound and flash explosives, tear gas etc., was unprecedented. The examination of circumstance of the use of physical violences against the journalists and their manifestation according to chronology fact, that when the protest representatives tried to implement their professional obligation and collect data on the current events at the demonstration place, they were subjected to violence or to ill-treatment. It should be mentioned, that the work of the journalist, who was collecting data, was evaluated by the police as an act of hinderence of his professional activities and on that ground tried to justify the violence against the media representative”[footnoteRef:29]. [29:  https://www.osce.org/odihr/352121?download=true] 

The Report further states that, “Besides the physical violence, the media representatives were subjected to persecution, while carrying out their professional activities during the period of July 17-30 of 2016. That means, that when after being subjected to other different pressures, the journalists and operators had to stop their work and leave the area of the events, the policemen and people in civilian clothes, who were acting under the command of the police, continued to follow the media representative and subject them to violence. Three such cases were recorded. Besides, threats were addressed towards the 2 media representative. 3 cases were also recorded, when the policemen illegally detained the media representatives”[footnoteRef:30]. [30:  https://www.osce.org/odihr/352121?download=true] 

 
In general, the protests between July 17 and 30, 2016, were violently repressed by the authorities, many people were physically abused, and detainees were subjected to degrading treatment and punishment. Authorities obstructed all media outlets to cover up the total violence, and foreign media outlets were generally barred from entering the country at the time.
During the incidents, special brutality was recorded of people in civilian clothes, whose affiliation with the authorities is unknown. The abduction and harassment of activists and the prevention of their participation in protest rallies were also entrusted mainly to men in civilian clothes.

“A wide-ranging study by the Civil Society Institute called  Torture in Armenia 2013-2014 found that the use of torture was commonest in the police force, as a way of extracting confessions from suspects. Bail is rarely granted so suspects can be held in pre-trial detention for months.”[footnoteRef:31] [31:  https://iwpr.net/global-voices/armenia-tackle-police-torture] 

In Armenia, torture is a key tool for confession. Experts believe that torture is the most common tool used by the police to express themselves. According  to the Civil Society Institute’s head, Arman Danielyan, “If torture is eliminated in Armenia, the police here won’t be able to solve a single crime. They currently lack the professional skills and the technical means to do so”[footnoteRef:32] [32:  https://iwpr.net/global-voices/armenia-tackle-police-torture] 

Human Rights Watch's 2015 Global Report on Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment states: “According to local human rights activists, detainees, including police detainees, continue to be subjected to torture and other ill-treatment in order to force them to confess. Although some victims complain, others prefer to remain silent for fear of retaliation and subsequent ill-treatment. Authorities do not always conduct serious investigations into such complaints.
According to the Helsinki Citizens' Assembly, the authorities refused to investigate a well-founded complaint alleging that Ayk Agamalyan was tortured, beaten, and had his hair cut and threatened to harm his relatives in order to force him to confess to his death in 2013.
The Vanadzor district court also took no action in response to a complaint filed by Karen Krunguratsev, accused of murder in 2013, about police brutality against him. Although the victim pleaded not guilty, the trial continued.
On April 4, 2013, the Public Monitoring Commission reported that two individuals at the Artika penitentiary reported that Gyumri police had in some cases ill-treated them and forced them to testify under threat of rape.”[footnoteRef:33] [33:  https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/wr2015_web.pdf
] 

Thus, the practice of torture, ill-treatment and other inhumane treatment and punishment is widespread in Armenia in places of deprivation of liberty, in the army, in peaceful assemblies. The failure of the authorities to prevent total torture and other ill-treatment and to satisfy almost none of the complaints, at least in part, indicates that torture is being encouraged by the relevant authorities. The fact that more than 10 years of investigations and investigative actions have yielded no results shows that law enforcement agencies are interested in the use of torture. The inhumane treatment and unprecedented torture of the civilian or military hostages by the Armenian authorities has also become commonplace in this regard. 

Inhuman treatment of civilians taken hostage
On June 20, 2014  Dilgam Asgarov together with Hasan Hasanov and Shahbaz Guliyev, visited the grave of his parents in Shaplar village of Kalbajar region of the Republic of Azerbaijan, where he was born, and was taken hostage by Armenian armed forces. These people live in the Russian Federation and come to Azerbaijan every year on vacation. While on vacation, they visit their parents' graves in the Kalbajar region, which is under the control of the Armenian armed forces. Next time Dilgam Asgarov was taken hostage while going to visit his parents' grave with his friends.
Citizens of the Republic of Azerbaijan,  Dilgam Asgarov, was sentenced to life imprisonment, and Shahbaz Guliyev to 22 years in prison by an illegitimate court of the governing body established by the Republic of Armenia in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan. Another Azerbaijani citizen, Hasan Hasanov, was brutally killed while being taken hostage. Pictures and video materials released by the Armenian media show ill-treatment and degrading treatment towards these people. The hostages are currently being held in a penitentiary in the Azerbaijani city of Shusha, which is effectively controlled by Armenia. These people have no connection with the outside world. Despite suffering from a serious illness, they do not have access to medical care.
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Article 8
The third period report submitted by the Republic of Armenia did not contain any information about about 4,000 civilians and servicemen taken prisoner and hostage during the active war with Azerbaijan.
Despite the fact that 26 years have passed since the signing of the ceasefire agreement on the active war () waged by Armenia in the territories of Azerbaijan, Armenia does not provide any information about the 4866 hostages taken from the occupied territories. There are 694 women and 154 children among the hostages and missing ones. 
The Azerbaijani government has registered 4,015 people as missing and 1,409 as captives and hostages in the State Commission.
Information on 877 out of 4015 missing people, including 27 children, 99 women and 133 elderly people was submitted to relevant international organizations[footnoteRef:34]. [34: Sourse: http://human.gov.az/az/interviews/view/69/Azerbaycan_Respublikasi_Esir_ve_itkin_dushmush,_girov_goturulmush_vetendashlarla_elaqedar_Dovlet_Komissiyasi_Ishchi_qrupunun_rehberi_Firudin_Sadiqovun_AzerTAc-a_musahibesi.#.V1vOBbuLTcd
] 

According to the official website of the International Committee of the Red Cross, this figure is 4,496 people [footnoteRef:35]. [35: The International Committee of the Red Cross Sourse: https://www.icrc.org/en/document/nagorny-karabakh-icrc-submits-updated-list-missing-persons
] 

There is a lot of information about the sexual exploitation of Azerbaijani women and their involvement in human trafficking for this purpose.. 
Armenia continues to take hostages on the line of contact with Azerbaijan. Alakbarova Gatiba Ibrahim, born in 1977, resident of Arabachi village, Gadabay region, Azerbaijan, was taken hostage on June 7, 2016 and released on June 10, 2016 as a result of the efforts of international organizations (she had a psychosocial problem). Such cases occur constantly.
In 2014, one of three Azerbaijani hostages was killed and two were sentenced to long-term life imprisonment by an illegitimate court (this is discussed in more detail in the section related to Article 7).
Instead of effectively combating human trafficking, some circles in Armenia are seriously violating the requirements of Article 6 of the Convention, creating conditions for the sexual exploitation of  women hostages. Only 190 people from Khojaly administrative territory (including 33 children (13 girls), 62 women, 33 elderly people (20 women) are searched of as missing persons. There are evidences that 95 of those 190 missing people were captured and taken hostage by Armenians. Among 95 people there are 12 children (2 girls), 23 women, 11 (7 women) elderly people.
However, the Republic of Armenia does not provide any information on captives and hostages. However, there are numerous reports about organ transplants of the hostages (especially of children) and sexual exploitation of women.
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