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THE AREAS OF CONCERN
I. The Republic of Moldova does not provide child protection in cases where parents or legal caregivers do not accept the informal fees (including non-participation, exposure against, or reporting cases of informal fee collection to authorities).

Contrary to Articles 19 and 24 of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, there is a phenomenon of discrimination or harassment of children (and/or their families) in the educational system of the Republic of Moldova in cases of non-participation, exposure against, or reporting cases of informal fee collection to authorities:

a) In the 2009 study "Baseline Study on Basic Education in the Republic of Moldova from the perspective of Child-Friendly Schools"[footnoteRef:1] it was mentioned that "The negative impact of informal payments on the educational process is recognized by 35% of parents, 25% of school directors, and 25% of teachers. At the same time, 80-90% of teachers and school directors deny that students from poor families are disadvantaged, while about 50% of parents affirm the opposite." [1:  Basic Education in the Republic of Moldova from the perspective of child-friendly schools.] 

b) The "UN Committee on the Rights of the Child"[footnoteRef:2] held in 2016, contains findings regarding discrimination and punishment of students for non-payment of informal fees: "Children and parents are forced to pay various illegal fees during the school year: class fund, school fund, repairs and equipment, gifts for various events and holidays, evaluation notebooks, tests, practical and laboratory work. Children who do not pay these expenses are punished by teachers (their grades are lowered, they are neglected), ridiculed by some classmates, and forced to clean the classroom)." [2:  Report of Children from Moldova for the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child.] 

c) The phenomenon continues to persist, so according to the "Attitudes towards informal payments in schools" survey[footnoteRef:3], published in 2022 through the UReport platform, 60% of respondents believe that informal payments lead to discrimination against some students in their school. [3:  UReport survey "Attitudes towards informal payments in schools."] 

d) Parents' fear of certain discriminatory behaviors towards children is also reflected in the results of the sociological study "Ethics and Academic Integrity in General Education" (2020 edition)[footnoteRef:4], in which respondents stated that among the main reasons for paying for various funds in school are: our payments contribute to the teacher paying more attention to the child (8.2%); if we don't pay, the child could have certain problems (8.9%); from fear that my child will be isolated (9.9%). [4:  Ethics and Academic Integrity in General Education 2020.
] 


Questions suggested for the Government of the Republic of Moldova:
1. What actions has the Government of the Republic of Moldova taken to protect children, whose parents or legal caregiver do not accept to participate or report cases of informal fee collection to authorities?  
2. Does Moldova have safe mechanisms for reporting and examining such cases?

II. The Republic of Moldova has not managed to eliminate informal payment collection in educational institutions.
State public education is free of charge in the Republic of Moldova, according to the Constitution of the Republic of Moldova[footnoteRef:5], actually involves a series of indirect costs with a corrupt nature that are borne by parents or other legal representatives of children. In the Republic of Moldova, many parents are put in the position of paying for their children's "free" education in the form of various informal fees (at enrollment/registration, classroom funds, gifts to teachers, teacher salary supplements, classroom repair work, equipment, furniture and/or teaching materials, etc.). [5:  Constitution of the Republic of Moldova] 


Despite the recommendations of the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which called on the Republic of Moldova to intensify its efforts to combat corruption, Moldova has not made any visible progress or results in implementing the sectoral anti-corruption action plan in education for the years 2017-2020[footnoteRef:6]. According to the sociological study "Ethics and Academic Integrity in General Education"[footnoteRef:7], conducted in 2020: [6:  GOVERNMENT DECISION No. 816 of 20-08-2018 approving the Anti-Corruption Sectoral Plan in Education for the years 2018-2020]  [7:  Ethics and Academic Integrity in General Education 2020] 

1. The vast majority of parents participate in the collection of informal payments, with most respondents stating that payments are collected for additional books and notebooks (88.8%); repairs (59.3%); and gifts for teachers (43.3%).
2. Parents are also asked to pay for the maintenance of educational institutions, with some respondents stating that money is collected for classroom cleaning (17.1%) and school security (11.2%).
3. At least 41.3% of respondents participate involuntarily in the collection of informal payments (stating that if it were up to them, they would not pay anything because education is supposed to be free).
4. The Ministry of Education, Culture and Research did not carry out action 1.11 of the sectoral anti-corruption action plan in education for the years 2017-2020[footnoteRef:8], and did not ensure the establishment and effective functioning of the anti-corruption hotline within the institution, respectively, the Ministry currently does not have a specialized anti-corruption hotline[footnoteRef:9]. [8:  Alternative Monitoring Report of the Anti-Corruption Sectoral Plan in Education for the years 2018-2020]  [9:  Website of the Ministry of Education, Culture and Research] 

Here are some suggested questions for the Government of the Republic of Moldova:
1. How is the impact and effectiveness of measures taken to combat corruption in the education system evaluated?
2. Are there any approved procedures by the Ministry of Education and Research for intervening and resolving cases of informal payments in the education sector?
3. What are the statistics regarding reports of informal payments collected in the years 2021-2022, and what measures have been taken by the Ministry of Education and Research and the National Anticorruption Center on these cases?
4. What are the statistics on the number of finalized cases by the Ministry of Education, Culture and Research regarding illegal collections of money in educational institutions for the last 5 years?
5. What kind of protection is available to a student who is being bullied when their parent reports the informal collection of payments in their class?[footnoteRef:10] [10:  We know that such processes take time, and usually children are exposed to these pressures and become victims when their parents no longer want to pay for these so-called class foundations.] 
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