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Introduction
This report has been prepared by the Trustees of New Zealand’s Human Rights for All Trust (HRFA), whose combined membership brings a cross section of experience as people with disabilities and from working with people who have auditory processing disorder, the elderly, those with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and those with intellectual disability, physical disability including hearing loss and brain injury. 
54 disability support or disability related organisations were invited to contribute to this report, comprising a full cross section of the New Zealand disability community. 
Organisations which have specifically commented on the report and provided content include:
· Alzheimers NZ 
· Autism NZ
· Carers NZ
· Hearing Association of New Zealand
· Hear for Families 
· Human Rights for All Trust
· Muscular Dystrophy Association of New Zealand 
· Parent & Family Resource Centre Inc. trading as Disability Connect
· The Disability Trustee Director Nan Jensen
The previous Government chose to consult with the disability sector through a small group of seven non-representative DPOs, which excluded a majority of people with disabilities including the hard of hearing, the elderly and those with progressive neurological conditions. During the preparation of this report all New Zealanders with disabilities and their representative organisations were offered the opportunity to contribute.
UN Committee on CRPD NZ Concluding Observations October 2014
The UNCRPD Committee’s concluding observations included 35 specific recommendations. We comment that 19 of these, (10, 12, 20, 22, 24, 28, 30, 34, 36, 38, 40, 44, 48, 50, 52, 60, 62) require further attention. 
This report’s brief is wider than the New Zealand Government response to the above recommendations as we aim to give voice to those who were silent during the previous New Zealand reporting process. 
Article 3 – General principles and Article 4 – General obligations
New Zealanders living with disabilities frequently endure loss of dignity, respect, individual autonomy and independence.  Discrimination and barriers to full inclusion in society are common place.  
Respect for difference and acceptance of persons with disabilities as part of human diversity and humanity is all too often absent within New Zealand society, institutions and workplaces; equality of opportunity is not experienced by many; accessibility continues to be a challenge in many places and settings (including schools with disabled students); and respect is often lacking for the evolving capacities of children with disabilities.
There has been little to no consultation with, nor active involvement of people with disabilities through representative organisations which choose to not formally constitute themselves as a disabled persons organisation; this failure to consult with all disability support and advocacy organisations irrespective of how they have democratically decided to govern themselves has marginalised them from many Government policy advisory and decision making processes. 
Recommended UNCRPD questions
Please provide information on how the New Zealand government intends to:
· accelerate its adoption and enforcement of all possible legislative, administrative and other measures to ensure implementation of the UNCRPD rights, and to modify or abolish all existing customs and practices that constitute discrimination against persons with disabilities
· consult with and actively involve all people with disabilities through all representative organisations irrespective of the organisations chosen governance arrangements.
Article 5 – Equality and non-discrimination
Reasonable accommodation nor the failure to provide it, is not specifically enacted in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 or any other legislation. Furthermore, there are no objective tests to determine whether or not an accommodation requested by a person with a disability is reasonable. People with disabilities therefore have limited options for redress if they believe a lack of reasonable accommodation is resulting in discrimination.
[bookmark: _Hlk504584831]People with hearing loss are being discriminated against because reasonable accommodation by way of ready access to hearing aids is not occurring. See IFHOH’s UN submission[footnoteRef:1] (attached as Appendix 1). [1:  International Federation of Hard of Hearing People Submission to the UN Committee on the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on the Draft General Comment on Article 5 on Equality and Non-Discrimination] 

Recommended UNCRPD questions 

[bookmark: _Hlk504575661]Please provide information on steps to amend the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 to include discrimination caused by the denial of reasonable accommodation for all human rights as defined in the CRPD. 
Please provide information on steps to develop detailed guidance on an objective test to determine whether an accommodation as requested by a person with disability is reasonable.
Article 6 – Women with disabilities
As is evident from the NZ 9.4% pay parity gap, women are valued less than men in New Zealand and it can be expected that this will also be reflected in how women with disabilities are valued and respected. 
The rate of diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder in women is of concern. Globally ASD is diagnosed around four times more often in boys than in girls[footnoteRef:2],  and girls with autism-like traits are more likely than boys to have a missed autism diagnosis[footnoteRef:3]. This could be attributed to a range of causes included inadequate screening for identifying autism in women and girls, misinterpretation of symptoms and/or different presentation in women and girls, and the camouflage hypothesis.[footnoteRef:4] Failure to diagnose can result in women feeling a lack of support and compassion, coupled with internal confusion and distress, likely to be a contributing factor to the level of mental ill-health experienced by women on the autism spectrum.[footnoteRef:5] [2:  Whiteley P, Todd L, Carr K, Shattock P. Gender ratios in autism, Asperger Syndrome and autism spectrum disorder. Autism Insights. 2010 Jan 1;2:17]  [3:  Zwaigengaum L, Bryson SE, Szatmari P, Brian J, Smith IM, Roberts W, Vaillancourt T, Roncadin C. Sex differences in children with autism spectrum disorder identified within a high-risk infant cohort. Journal of autism and developmental disorders. 2012 Dec 1;42(12):2585-96.]  [4:  Gould J, Ashton-Smith J. Missed diagnosis or misdiagnosis? Girls and women on the autism spectrum. Good Autism Practise (GAP). 2011 May 31;12(1):34-41]  [5:  Baldwin S, Steward R, Mandy W. The experiences of late-diagnosed women with autism spectrum disorder. Autism. 2016 Oct 1;46(10):3281-94] 

Recommended UNCRPD questions
Please provide information on measures the New Zealand Government is implementing, including research being undertaken, to ensure that women with disabilities are paid on par with men when doing the same work.
Please provide information on measures that are being taken to ensure the full development, advancement and empowerment of women to increase pathways to diagnosis for women and girls on the autism spectrum.
Article 7 – Children with disabilities
Some children with disabilities, including those with hearing loss and those diagnosed with ASD, require early provision of support and intervention to create the best chance for achieving their full potential throughout their lives. A child’s delayed access to crucial services limits their enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal basis with other children.
Children and young people with physical disability continue to be marginalised due to environmental constraints that occur in mainstream school settings.  For example, placing an academically excellent wheelchair using student in a special needs classroom where all other peers have an intellectual disability, on the basis of “ramps and toilets being accessible” is unacceptable.  
Recommended UNCRPD questions 

Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to afford children with disabilities the early support measures they require (including hearing screening tests at appropriate ages before and during school), in order to create the best chance for them to achieve their full potential throughout their lives.
Please provide information on what schools, the Ministry of Education and Careers NZ are doing to develop meaningful career pathways for talented and capable young people with disabilities.  
Article 8 – Awareness-raising
No successful measures have been taken to raise awareness throughout New Zealand society regarding persons with disabilities as per Article 8 requirements.
People with disabilities tend to not be visible in the media, or are depicted as charity cases needing sympathy. The one free-to-air programme (Attitude) which does an excellent job of highlighting the lives and achievements of people with disabilities is relegated to a non-prime viewing Sunday morning slot when few people would watch it, and it rarely addresses older persons with disabilities, or those diagnosed with “dementia”, late onset hearing loss etc.
Recommended UNCRPD questions 

Please provide information on measures the New Zealand Government is taking to fund a sustained and fully comprehensive disability awareness raising campaign, including professional development of Government and public service staff, with similar coverage and prominence to, for example, the campaign to destigmatise mental health, and which covers both people with disabilities and their carers/supporters.
Please provide information on what arrangements are in place for New Zealand’s Attitude programme to be broadcast in prime time and not on early to mid-morning on a Sunday as currently occurs; and for its scope to be widened to include all disability groups including the elderly, those with dementia and those with hearing loss.
Article 9 – Accessibility
There are no enforceable guidelines requiring building owners and businesses to accurately represent the extent to which their facilities are accessible, or to display an independently assessed disability rating. 
People with ASD and neurological conditions also may require further support to access public spaces and environments. In particular, people with high sensory needs may find public spaces inaccessible due to strong lighting, high noise levels and other design features.
Wide application of the concept of universal design is not widely embraced.
Public transport is often not accessible to people with disabilities, especially those who rely on wheel and power chairs, and footpaths often lack the maintenance required to make them useable. The amount of captioning and audio descriptions at bus stops and in buses varies across the country.
New Zealand’s rate of television broadcasting captioning on free-to-air channels is less than 25% for new material (e.g. non-repeats) over a 24 hour period, and less than 50% for repeat and new programmes combined.  This compares poorly to the rates of access through captioning seen in other developed countries such as Australia, the United States and United Kingdom.
Recommended UNCRPD questions
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to ensure that building owners who promote their facilities as being accessible are legislatively required to have such facilities independently audited and verified by an approved accessibility assessor.
Please provide information on steps the New Zealand Government is undertaking to ensure that the wide application of the concept of universal design is endorsed by authorities at all level of public service provision, including in schools, and includes provisions for individuals with high sensory needs.
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to require all types of media broadcasts to display high quality captioning 100% of the time, and to appoint a captioning monitoring mechanism to ensure a comprehensive overview of all broadcast, telephony, performance and educational captioning services.
Article 10 – Right to life
Persons with disabilities’ right to life is potentially being devalued or eroded through:
Legislation currently before New Zealand’s parliament enabling assisted voluntary euthanasia. New Zealanders with disabilities are concerned that their vulnerability could be exploited so that they feel pressured into accepting assistance to end their lives.
Non-action on identifying the incidence of disability among victims of suicide.
Recommended UNCRPD questions
Please provide information on how the Government will ensure disabled people are not unethically coerced into decision making about ending their lives if legislation around assisted dying is introduced in New Zealand?

Article 11 – Situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies
Anecdotal evidence from the recent earthquakes in Christchurch and Seddon raises questions as to whether all necessary measures were undertaken to ensure the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk. This includes absence of broadcast media captioning (see Article 9) for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, and adequacy of evacuation plans for people who require wheelchairs, power chairs and other aids for mobility. 
Legislation regarding emergency evacuation of buildings is not inclusive of people with ASD and other neurological conditions, who can become confused and upset by the sound of alarms for example. 
There is inadequate preparation for emergency situations in the health of older people and dementia space e.g. tsunamis.  Providers have argued it is too hard to put emergency plans in place.
Recommended UNCRPD questions 

Please provide information on steps that are being taken to ensure that building owners and occupiers who are required to have emergency evacuation plans are specifically required to maintain a register of all occupants with disabilities, individualised evacuation plans for use in the event of an emergency which cater for people with ASD and other neurological conditions
Please provide information on steps that are being taken to require all providers of residential care services for the elderly and those with dementia to be fully prepared with evacuation and safety procedures in the event of any emergency.
Please provide information on measures being taken by Civil Defence and other mandated emergency response agencies to ensure disabled people are known and have rapid response during natural disasters.
Article 12 – Equal recognition before the law
There is no highly visible public campaign to ensure people with disabilities are aware of their right to equal recognition before the law.
Disabled people continue face barriers to exercising legal capacity, often as a consequence of being denied equal recognition before the law. The groups most significantly affected, are people with: developmental and learning disabilities; dementia; acquired brain injuries; and mental distress. [footnoteRef:6] [6:  Mirfin-Veitch, B. (2016). Exploring Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: An Integrative Literature Review. Donald Beasley Institute: Dunedin NZ. http://www.donaldbeasley.org.nz/assets/exploring-article-12-literature-review-oct-2016.pdf ] 

Recommended UNCRPD questions
Please provide information on steps that are being taken to ensure that New Zealand responds fully to its UNCRPD Article 12 obligations
Please provide information on measures that are being taken to ensure persons with disabilities know of this right and how it applies to them.

Article 13 – Access to justice
Hearing loss of all types occurs at a rate of 1:6 people in the general population whereas in the prison population it is reported as occurring at the rate of 1:3[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Carroll, LM (2016) Is access and equity extended to New Zealand Prisoners who are hard of hearing? Flinders University] 

Remandees and prisoners with hearing loss and those who have ASD do not have the same access to justice as non-disabled prisoners.
Remandees and prisoners with ASD and those who have hearing loss do not have their needs recognised and understood, and communication and behaviour that appears as defiant often results in unjust or inequitable treatment within the New Zealand justice system
Recommended UNCRPD questions
Please provide information on  measures that are being implemented to ensure that police, justice staff, judges, and members of juries and parole boards are trained in responding proactively and providing reasonable accommodation, including captioning, to the requirements of people with disabilities when they come into contact with the justice system, particularly those with ASD and those with hearing loss, so that they are able to access court trials, probation hearings and lawyers’ meetings.
Article 14 – Liberty and security of person

School students with disabilities have been subject to removal from the classroom and placed in isolation rooms.  The effectiveness of as yet rudimentary monitoring and compliance mechanisms is yet to be proven.
Adults with difficult to manage disabling conditions also experience deprivation of liberty through long periods of incarceration even though they have not been convicted of nor committed an offence[footnoteRef:8]. [8:  http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=11648771 ] 

Also of concern is the treatment of people with ASD and other neurological conditions by emergency services staff[footnoteRef:9]. [9:  http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/crime/88396228/arrested-autistic-boys-fate-hangs-in-balance ] 

Recommended UNCRPD questions 

Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to require the New Zealand Education Review Office to specifically report, as part of the regular review process, on whether or not seclusion and isolation is practised in individual schools.
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to ensure that limited access registers are maintained of all people with disabilities who are supported in institutional settings which also provide seclusion and restraint facilities. 
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to ensure that disabled people in such and other settings (such as police cells) are supported by independent third party case managers tasked with the role of ensuring that their rights to liberty are being met.
Article 16 – Freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse
The group home model of support for people with intellectual disabilities puts residents at risk of violence and abuse.
Elderly people with physical and/or cognitive disabilities who require institutional care for their ongoing support needs are similarly at risk.
Residents of both settings often do not have the ability to speak up, or, if they do, they are either not believed, or the alleged perpetrator is given the benefit of the doubt thus putting the disabled person at further risk of retaliatory revenge abuse.
Those at home with their families who don’t engage with any services are at risk of neglect, being denied experiences, and vulnerability to family exploitation. There are no staff or others to monitor and report, no ministry of health review of the service, etc.
It is not possible for existing monitoring mechanisms to reliably identify instances of violence or abuse, and what is required is a continuous and active real-time monitoring process. 
Recommended UNCRPD questions 

Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to ensure that every person with a learning, cognitive or neurologically based disability, irrespective of their living arrangements, are befriended by and have their well-being regularly monitored by a fully independent personal advocate and who is mandated to escalate any concerns to the service provider and/or to external monitoring bodies such as the Health and Disability Commissioner’s Office.
Article 19 – Living independently and being included in the community
The Donald Beasley Institute (2012)[footnoteRef:10] states that “in spite of three decades of social policy directed at reducing the number of people experiencing exclusion from ‘mainstream’ society [there has been] a continuing failure to connect people with high and complex support needs to places or to people able to extinguish their invisibility”. [10:  “I am here”: The Article 19 Project: Finding a place for the life stories of disabled people. CCS Disability Action 2012. http://www.donaldbeasley.org.nz/assets/Uploads/publications/article-19-research-full-report.pdf ] 

Ministry of Social Development (MSD) social housing eligibility criteria and policies are incompatible with Ministry of Health Disability Support Services 'living models' of support where disabled people (or their families) must provide their own accommodation.  Low income people with disabilities’ applications to MSD for social housing assistance with taking up these ‘living models’ options are often declined because their current housing (living at home with caring parents in a safe home) is not deemed sufficiently unsuitable to meet MSD’s criteria for assistance.
For disabled people who own their own homes, income and asset (I&A) testing is applied by the Government when public funding assistance is sought for essential housing or environmental modification to enable the person to stay in their own home.  I&A testing often results in a cost contribution being required by the disabled person, who may not have the capital funds to contribute and therefore needs to leave their home, or take on the financial burden of a personal loan, to fund the required modifications.
Recommended UNCRPD questions 

Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to amend MSD social housing eligibility criteria so that they are compatible with and do not create barriers to accessing Ministry of Health ‘living models’ of support.
Please provide information on steps the Government will take to review I&A testing practices that prevent disabled adults having essential housing modifications undertaken for an accessible home.
Article 20 – Personal mobility
Funding of mobility aids for people whose disability is the result of non-accidental causes tends to be restricted to home/office use, and not to accessing the external environment. 
Recommended UNCRPD questions
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to raise the funding cap on mobility aids and mobility vehicles for people with disabilities resulting from non-accidental causes.
Article 21 – Freedom of expression and opinion, and access to information
The New Zealand Government is failing to provide the Hard of Hearing sector with no-cost hearing aids and cochlear implants as needed.  As a result, this sector is being denied the opportunity to socially integrate, to express ourselves and to contribute.
Recommended UNCRPD questions 

Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to ensure that the New Zealand Government and the insurance industry fully funds cochlear implants as needed and provides fully funded hearing aids.
Article 22 – Respect for privacy
When living with hearing loss being yelled at in a situation where privacy is important, such as at a hospital emergency department, is humiliating and embarrassing. 
This is also a common experience for those with physical disability. Speaking to paid support workers instead of the disabled person themselves can also lead to a breach of privacy.
Recommended UNCRPD questions
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to ensure communication with disabled people occurs in such a way that their privacy is fully respected.
Article 23 – Respect for home and the family
Respite care facilities for young people with disabilities are inconsistently available, subject to the so-called ‘post code lottery’, and often require people with physical disabilities to be supported in environments alongside those with intellectual disabilities (which is often unacceptable to both the child and the child’s parents). 
Recommended UNCRPD questions
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to ensure that adequate disability specific and geographically accessible respite services are made universally available 
Article 24 – Education
Some students with disabilities are experiencing exclusion from compulsory primary education largely because ORS (Ongoing Resourcing Scheme) and SEG (Special Education Grant) funding, which is supposed to pay for any required individual support, is insufficient, inappropriately administered and improperly targeted. 
Students with autism spectrum disorders, ADHD and foetal alcohol syndrome, which can manifest in the form of challenging and antisocial behaviours are often not considered to be “disabled enough” to meet ORS funding criteria.
Tiso and Stace[footnoteRef:11] state that: [11:  Tiso, G and Stace H. Education is for Everyone Unless You are Special. Policy Quarterly; Volume 11, Issue 4; November 2015] 

· The ORS funding scheme is restricted to a predetermined number of students, and is periodically moderated to ensure an equal (as opposed to equitable) distribution of resources. This means that some students miss out on ORS funding altogether simply because they’ve joined the queue late. 
· When a student becomes included in the classroom environment as a result of being adequately supported, they are sometimes deemed to be no longer in need of support and have their ORS funding allocation cut thus compromising their continuing inclusion in the future. 
· Students with disabilities are also supported through the SEG funding scheme, an allocation which every school receives based on the total number of enrolled students, irrespective of whether any are actually disabled, and with no accountability for how the money is spent.  Sometimes the funds are used for other purposes, and students with disabilities discouraged from enrolling in favour of another nearby school.  The result is that those schools which do actively welcome students with disabilities become disadvantaged because of their disproportionately inadequate draw on limited SEG funds. 
Further, access to SEG funded resources is not available to students beyond the age of 14 to 15 years[footnoteRef:12]. [12:  RTLB resources do not extend to students beyond year ten; see http://rtlb.tki.org.nz/The-RTLB-service/What-RTLB-do ] 

Recommended UNCRPD questions
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to extend ORS funding, amend ORS funding application and eligibility criteria,  and introduce accountability for SEG spending, so that adequate funding for individualised classroom, school and extra-curricular support can be accessed by all students with disabilities in accordance with their actual individual support requirements.
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to ensure that school principals, teachers and students are required to, and actively coached in the importance of, accepting difference and welcoming and supporting students with disabilities into their classrooms and playgrounds.
Article 25 – Health
Inpatient hospital staff are not routinely trained in supporting disabled people with high personal support needs and hospital ward budgets are often unable to be flexed to bring on the additional resources required to provide additional individualised support. 
There are systemic barriers to disabled persons being able to have their community-based support workers available to them in hospital settings. This arises because funding arrangements for community support workers do not extend to providing support in inpatient settings.
These circumstances result in disabled people having their needs for mobility, food and fluid neglected.
Many New Zealanders with disabilities can be detrimentally affected by the ‘post-code lottery’ approach to health service delivery which results from a health system based on twenty separate district health boards (DHBs) serving a combined total population of just 4.7 million, exacerbated by institutional and financial barriers to referring patients to specialist services only available in larger DHBs.  
There is a lack of statistics regarding the New Zealand incidence of disability, resulting in a lack of awareness of the size and scope of the population, and an inability to plan and implement appropriate services and budget allocations.
More than 62,000 people have dementia in New Zealand.   Many of those with the diagnosis report inadequate, inflexible, and inconsistent services across the country.  The New Zealand Government has not fully implemented its 2013 Framework for Dementia Care which provides a blueprint for maximising the wellbeing and independence of people with dementia.  
The Prime Minister announced a review into mental health. Of note, the disability sector does not have a representative appointed to the review panel.
Recommended UNCRPD questions
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to ensure consistent delivery of high standards of service to people whose disability is a result of health conditions which require specialist services which are only available nationally or in large DHBs. 
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to ensure that funding for disabled persons’ community support workers can be extended to cover support provided in in-hospital settings.
Please provide information on the steps the New Zealand Government is taking to include people with dementia and other cognitive losses amongst its health priorities, better support their wellbeing, and fully implement its Framework for Dementia Care.
Please provide information on measures that are being taken to ensure all Government health review panels include an appointee who is representative of the disability sector.

Article 26 – Habilitation and rehabilitation
New Zealand has a two-tier system of support where people whose disability is the result of an accident receive a level of support which enables inclusion and participation, whereas those whose disability is the result of non-accidental causes receive a very basic level of support which limits access to assistive devices, funded therapies and technologies. 
Hearing aids that provide effective social integration support are being denied due to cost barriers.
Recommended UNCRPD questions 

Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to ensure that the level of income and habilitation and/or rehabilitation support which is available for people with accident related disabilities is equally available to people with disabilities which have resulted from non-accidental causes.
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to review the Ministry of Health’s Disability Support Services hearing aid subsidy to meet the retail cost of basic digital hearing aids.
Article 27 – Work and employment
Barriers to work and employment include tacit and unchallenged employer discrimination against prospective and existing employees with disabilities, reluctance to meet the costs of providing reasonable accommodation, workplace bullying, and income caps for people whose disabilities preclude them from being full time employers and who therefore require additional State funded income support.

Recommended UNCRPD questions 
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to change the eligibility criteria for State funded income support so that people with disabilities are not financially penalised when they enter part time work, receive salary/wage increases, increase their work hours, or gain a promotion.
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to promote the employment of persons with disabilities in the private sector through appropriate policies, including affirmative action programmes, incentives and other measures.
Article 28 – Adequate standard of living and social protection
People with disabilities and their families are over-represented in the lower income groups because they often rely wholly or partly on State funded income support, face barriers to entering the paid workforce, and have additional disability related costs of aids, transport, access to healthcare etc.
Over recent years the New Zealand courts have consistently held that the Ministry of Health’s former “blanket ban” on making payments to family members for providing care discriminates against people on the basis of their family status. Discrimination on the basis of family status is prohibited under the New Zealand Human Rights Act 1990.
In 2013 the Government passed legislation in response to the court decisions. This legislation, known as the New Zealand Public Health and Disability Amendment Act (No2) 2013, was passed under urgency without the usual opportunities for public input. It prohibits payments being made to family members except in accordance with the Ministry of Health Funded Family Care policy. This permits payments to some family members (but not spouses or partners) in some narrow circumstances. The legislation also prevents any future claims being taken to the Human Rights Commission, the Human Rights Review Tribunal or the courts alleging that the new policy is discriminatory.
This legislation is a source of significant concern to a wide cross section of New Zealand’s community of people living with disability. The way in which it was passed into law, and the way in which it prevents access to usual legal remedies for certain types of discrimination is unacceptable.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  https://www.hrc.co.nz/enquiries-and-complaints/faqs/caring-disabled-adult-family-members/ ] 

Recommended UNCRPD questions 

Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to introduce an adequate cost-of-living-indexed basic income for people with disabilities and their families, adjusted for the additional costs associated with having or living with disability.
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to extend the Government’s Funded Family Care Policy to all family members including spouses or partners.
Please provide information on whether and when the New Zealand Government will bring the New Zealand Public Health and Disability Amendment Act (No2) 2013 back to Select Committee for review and permit public consultation to occur. 
Article 29 – Participation in political and public life
There are a number of people across New Zealand, including the hard of hearing, for whom accessibility to the democratic process, including polling booths, is a significant issue.
Recommended UNCRPD questions
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to ensure access to the democratic process by all citizens, including Government-funded initiatives for those who may need further support, including captioning, in accessing information on their rights and the options available to them in the democratic process.
Article 30 – Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport
People with ASD, neurological conditions and hearing loss are often denied full opportunity to participate in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sports, including the right to enjoy access to cultural materials in accessible formats; television programmes, films, theatre and other cultural activities, in accessible formats; and places for cultural performances or services, such as theatres, museums, cinemas, libraries and tourism services.
Recommended UNCRPD questions
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to require all publicly funded or partly-funded museums to provide a captioned and low-sensory day on a regular basis.
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to require Creative NZ to make relaxed performances of all productions a condition of any funding provided.
Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to require New Zealand On Air to include the provision of captioning access on all broadcast media as a funding condition.

Please provide information on measures that are being implemented to require publicly funded gyms and recreation centres to provide regular low-sensory events where music is turned off and trained support staff are provided.
Article 31 - Statistics and data collection
Recommended UNCRPD questions 

What measures are being implemented to formally gather statistics which identify both the incidence and prevalence of disabilities in the New Zealand population, and whether the needs of each population are being met?
What measures are being implemented to ensure that the government follows the WHO recommendation to “collect and use the necessary data on epidemiology, care and resources relating to dementia [in New Zealand] in order to implement relevant policies and plans”, and extends this to all conditions?
Please provide information on when the New Zealand government will begin formally gathering statistics to identify the incidence of suicide among disabled people.
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