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To:
The Secretariat,
 UN’s Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED)

Submission to the Committee on Enforced Disappearances for the 2025 Review of Sri Lanka concerning the case of Mr. Anuruddha Bandara

(Submitted under Articles 2 and 18 of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance)
I am writing to bring to your attention the case of Mr. Anuruddha Bandara, a well-known civil and political rights activist in Sri Lanka, who was subjected to an enforced disappearance on 2nd April 2022. This submission is made in accordance with Article 2 of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, which defines enforced disappearance as:
"...the arrest, detention, abduction or any other form of deprivation of liberty by agents of the State or by persons or groups of persons acting with the authorization, support or acquiescence of the State, followed by a refusal to acknowledge the deprivation of liberty or by concealment of the fate or whereabouts of the disappeared person, which place such a person outside the protection of the law."
According to this definition, Mr. Bandara’s case qualifies as an enforced disappearance. On 2nd April 2022, he was arrested by the police, and for over 10 hours, his whereabouts were unknown. During this time, law enforcement and government authorities refused to acknowledge his arrest or provide any information. It was only after widespread public protests, interventions by the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka, and pressure from opposition political leaders that Mr. Bandara reappeared.
Mr. Bandara was actively involved in campaigns criticizing the previous government (2019–2022), led by President Gotabaya Rajapaksa. His disappearance appears to be directly linked to his political activism and public criticism of state repression.
In addition to Article 2, this submission is also made under Article 18 of the Convention, which obliges the State to provide family members, legal representatives, or any person with a legitimate interest with essential information about the person deprived of liberty — including the authority responsible, the place and time of arrest, the location of detention, and the state of health. In Mr. Bandara’s case, none of this information was made available during the period of his disappearance, in violation of these protections.
To date, no investigation has been initiated by any state agency regarding his enforced disappearance. A Fundamental Rights case filed in the Supreme Court remains pending even after more than two years, and the Human Rights Commission complaint is also unresolved, with no recommendations issued. One of the main suspects reportedly fled the country without informing relevant authorities, underscoring the state's failure to act with due diligence.
Despite the gravity of the incident, no responsible state actors have acknowledged Mr. Bandara’s disappearance or taken accountability. The only existing legal action is the ongoing Fundamental Rights petition.
I respectfully submit this note to urge the Committee to review Mr. Bandara’s case as a matter of enforced disappearance under international law, particularly within the scope of Articles 2 and 18 of the above-mentioned Convention.
Below, I have provided a brief background on Mr. Bandara and details of the incident surrounding his disappearance following his arrest.

Background of the Victim
Mr. Thisara Nuwantha Anuruddha Bandara is a 31-year-old Sri Lankan citizen residing at No. 867/3, Jalasampadanagara Mawatha, Athgala, Gampola, in the Kandy District , Sri Lanka. He holds a Bachelor of Science (Honours) degree in Science and Management from the University of Colombo, Sri Lanka,  awarded in April 2020. He is currently a law student at the Sri Lanka Law College and is actively engaged in social justice and civic initiatives through both his legal  and activist work.
He is a politically independent youth activist known for advocating democratic reforms, human rights, transparency, and good governance through digital platforms. His activism began during his university years, where he emerged as a student leader who organized resistance against corruption and politically motivated decisions that affected both the student body and national educational institutions. As of 2022, his verified social media presence had grown to more than 55 000 followers, making him one of the most influential youth voices in Sri Lanka’s contemporary digital political landscape.
During this time, Mr. Bandara became a lead administrator and content creator of a Facebook page named “Gohomegota”, which helped launch the hashtag #GoHomeGota.[footnoteRef:1] The online movement quickly gained national traction, mobilizing thousands of Sri Lankans especially youth to protest against rampant corruption, the economic collapse, and authoritarian politics and governance. This campaign became a defining force in the eventual resignation of President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, the Prime Minister, and several Members of Parliament from the ruling party. [1: https://www.facebook.com/gohomegota2022official and https://www.facebook.com/groups/gohomegota2022/?rdid=2Ojc1bMBGNe1yCLv&share_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fshare%2Fg%2F1HvqKkuwxc%2F ] 

On 4th February 2022, coinciding with Sri Lanka’s Independence Day, Mr. Bandara and his team organized their first public protest action under the theme “Save the Country from Political Terrorism,” a phrase used to describe the systemic destruction of governance through political interference. The protest took the form of a bicycle rally around Colombo, with participants displaying protest slogans on their bikes.[footnoteRef:2] Team members also carried out public awareness and sticker campaigns to communicate their message directly to citizens within their means and capacity. [2: https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=666564651169848&id=100034489572278&rdid=rbzqnthneHO1g5ta and https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=666836361142677&id=100034489572278&rdid=ZE8oBPz4Qn5jsBhU ] 

Following this, Mr. Bandara led several protests in the Kandy District and consistently used his digital platforms to promote peaceful assembly and civic participation across the country. In the days leading up to his arrest, he actively shared updates about a planned island-wide protest scheduled for 3rd April 2022, including mobilization efforts in his hometown of  Gampola.[footnoteRef:3] Between 28th March and 1st April 2022, he issued multiple calls to action, encouraging citizens throughout Sri Lanka to join the growing non-violent resistance movement. However, on 1st April 2022, just one day before the planned nationwide protest, Mr. Bandara was arrested  and disappearance from his residence in Gampola. [3: https://www.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=710545903438389&id=100034489572278&rdid=4okQDEsjkHr5zxPN ] 


Chronology and Details of the Enforced Disappearance and Unlawful Arrest of Mr. Anuruddha Bandara
Mr. Thisara Nuwantha Anuruddha Bandara was made aware that the police were searching for him and others involved in the "Gohomegota" campaign after learning from a friend that officers had visited the residence of another administrator of the related Facebook page. Realizing that he was likely to be targeted next, Mr. Bandara prepared himself for a possible police visit.
At approximately 11:40 p.m. on 1st April 2022, a group of seven police officers arrived at his residence in Gampola, Kandy, Sri Lanka The operation was led by Mr. Nalin Sriyantha, Officer-in-Charge (OIC) of the Divisional Crime Investigation Bureau (DCIB) – Colombo North, accompanied by officers from the Ethgala Police Station. The officers entered the premises without presenting a warrant or offering any legal justification for their presence.
At the time of their arrival, Mr. Bandara was in his room. The officers asked for his identity, requested to see his National ID, and then demanded access to his mobile phone and laptop, insisting that he unlock both devices. Upon searching his phone and laptop, they examined several of his recent posts, including content related to a major protest that took place on 31st March 2022 in front of the President's private residence. They questioned him about this event as well as the upcoming peaceful protest planned for 3rd April 2022.
Subsequently, the officers demanded his passport, which they seized and kept in their possession. They then informed Mr. Bandara that he would be taken for a statement but provided no legal grounds or formal explanation for his arrest or detention.
At around 12:40 a.m. on 2nd April 2022, Mr. Bandara was forcibly removed from his home. He was not told why he was being arrested or where he was being taken. This marked the beginning of his enforced disappearance, as his whereabouts were subsequently concealed from his family and legal representatives. His first stop was the Ethgala Police Station, where the police remained for about an hour. No formal documentation of his custody was made. The officers then transported him over 120 kilometers to Colombo, arriving at the DCIB – Colombo North (Modara) at approximately 4:00 a.m. There, he was made to sit in a chair until 8:00 a.m. on 3rd April 2022, during which time he remained incommunicado. Critically, both the Modara Police Station and the DCIB officers denied to his father and legal counsel that Mr. Bandara was in their custody. 
At approximately 8:00 a.m. on 3rd April 2022, Mr. Bandara was transported to the Police Headquarters at Colombo Fort. However, after a brief stop, the officers redirected him to the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) in Colombo 01. At the CID, he was interrogated by a team of three officers, including the Director of the CID (9th Respondent). The questioning focused on his political views, his alleged connection with Dr. Pathum Kerner a known critic of the government and his involvement in organizing peaceful protests.
Although Mr. Bandara cooperated with the questioning, he repeatedly requested access to legal counsel before continuing the interrogation. His request was denied, and he was also denied contact with his family. During this time, officers persistently demanded that he provide his fingerprints. When he reiterated his right to speak with a lawyer or his father, an officer responded dismissively, stating, “There’s no need to take this case to court—we can settle this with support from the top.” They further pressured him by saying, “Since this morning, we have protected you, treated you well, and even given you food—now give your fingerprint immediately.”
Meanwhile, his father and lawyers were actively searching for him. When they approached the Modara Police Station, they were falsely told that Mr. Bandara had not been arrested. Two lawyers, Mr. Malaka Palliyaguruge and Mr. Chameera Prashad Haputhantri, were also misinformed by officers. Then Mr. Malaka Palliyaguruge and other lawyers  went to the IGP house a complaint about missing Anuruddha Bandara .Then they got clue about because  Mr. Bandara was eventually permitted a single phone call, through which he was able to inform his father that he was in CID custody. However, even at that point, officers continued to obstruct the lawyers’ access, and refused to acknowledge him as a detainee, a deliberate attempt to conceal his detention.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://youtu.be/UrThwB2DcTg?feature=shared ] 

On the afternoon of 2nd April 2022, Mr. Anuruddha Bandara explicitly requested to be produced before a Magistrate, in accordance with his constitutional rights. However, Mr. Nalin Sriyantha, Officer-in-Charge of the Divisional Crime Investigation Bureau (DCIB) – Colombo North, mockingly dismissed the request, stating that it was unnecessary to bring him before a Magistrate.
Later that evening, Mr. Bandara was returned to the DCIB office in Colombo North (Modara), where a number of lawyers had gathered to offer legal assistance. Instead of allowing access to legal counsel, the police instructed the lawyers to leave, recorded their national identity card numbers, and further restricted all communication with the detainee.
While Mr. Bandara was being held at the Modara Police premises, several Members of Parliament, political leaders, and legal professionals arrived at the location seeking to meet with him. Only at this stage (Nearly After 2.30 Pm on 2nd April 2022) did the police officially acknowledge his detention, issuing a public statement confirming that Mr. Thisara Nuwantha Anuruddha Bandara was in their custody.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://youtu.be/UrThwB2DcTg?feature=shared ] 

Later that evening about 5.30 pm of 2nd April 2022, the police informed Mr. Bandara that he would be taken to the Hulftsdorp chief Magistrate’s Court.[footnoteRef:6] However, the vehicle carrying him diverted to the Colombo Harbor area, deliberately evading the lawyers who were following the police vehicle.[footnoteRef:7] Instead of going to court, the police returned him to his residence in Gampola, Kandy District under the pretext of conducting another house inspection. No valid explanation was given for this second visit. Mr. Bandara later realized that the purpose of this detour was to delay producing him before the Magistrate and to avoid the group of many lawyers who had gathered to represent him at court. [6:  https://youtu.be/UrThwB2DcTg?feature=shared ]  [7:  https://youtu.be/UrThwB2DcTg?feature=shared ] 

After the second, unnecessary house search, Mr. Bandara was once again transported back to Colombo and briefly held at the DCIB – Colombo North. Finally, at approximately 1:40 a.m. on 3rd April 2022, he was produced before a Magistrate at the official residence in Borella. The police falsely claimed that he had been arrested at 1:30 a.m. on 2nd April, an attempt to cover up the more than 25 hours of illegal detention. The Magistrate granted bail, ordered the surrender of his passport, and later lifted the travel ban.[footnoteRef:8] The court also noted that the B report filed by police failed to establish a valid offense under Section 120 of the Penal Code bearing case number 68413/6/22 , confirming that the arrest was based on baseless, politically motivated charges. [8:  https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking_news/Go-Home-Gota-FB-admin-and-social-media-activist-Anuruddha-Bandara-granted-bail/108-234370 ] 





Legal Actions and Status Regarding the Enforced Disappearance of Mr. Anuruddha Bandara 

Following the arrest of Mr. Anuruddha Bandara, the Colombo Crime Investigations Division filed a criminal case (Case No. B 68413/6/22) before the Colombo Chief Magistrate’s Court, Hulftsdorp. The case was subsequently dismissed, and the court granted Mr. Bandara full release. In its ruling, the Magistrate clearly stated that Mr. Bandara had not committed any offense and further noted that the arrest was politically motivated. The court also observed that the B Report submitted by the police failed to establish a valid offense under Section 120 of the Penal Code, confirming that the charges were unfounded and influenced by political considerations. Moreover, the police were unable to provide a clear explanation as to why Mr. Bandara was arrested or what had happened to him during his disappearance.
On 2nd April 2022, while Mr. Bandara’s whereabouts remained unknown and his detention had not been officially acknowledged, the Young Journalists’ Association filed a complaint with the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka (HRCSL). The purpose of the complaint was to locate Mr. Bandara and ensure his safety. In response, the HRCSL promptly intervened and initiated efforts to trace him. After Mr. Bandara was located, HRCSL representatives visited him and confirmed his physical condition and safety.
Following his release, the HRCSL issued a notice requesting Mr. Bandara to indicate whether he wished to proceed with the complaint. He responded affirmatively. However, since that time, no further inquiries, hearings, or investigations have been conducted, and Mr. Bandara has not received any updates regarding the status or outcome of the complaint.
Separately, on 29th April 2022, Mr. Bandara filed a Fundamental Rights petition under case number SC/FRA/151/22 before the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka, naming 12 respondents, including the Attorney General. The petition focuses on the unlawful arrest and arbitrary detention in violation of his constitutionally guaranteed rights. The Supreme Court granted leave to proceed, and the case remains ongoing for over three years without a order.
No other state institutions, including the Sri Lanka Police, the National Police Commission, or other oversight bodies, have taken any meaningful steps to investigate the incident or address the serious violations committed against Mr. Bandara. To date, no official inquiry or disciplinary action has been initiated in response to this case.





Suspected Police Officers Involved in the Enforced Disappearance of Mr. Anuruddha Bandara
Beyond political actors, Mr. Anuruddha Bandara suspects the involvement of multiple police officers ranging from senior command to operational-level officers in the incident surrounding his enforced disappearance. Despite widespread public concern and national attention regarding his sudden disappearance, the police failed to disclose his whereabouts until the very last moment, even to his legal counsel and family.
Significantly, Mr. Bandara was not arrested by officers from his local police jurisdiction. Instead, officers traveled over 120 kilometers from Colombo to Gampola and carried out the arrest without presenting any warrant or valid charges. Following his arrest, Mr. Bandara was moved from one location to another and interrogated by several police officers across multiple police divisions. This pattern indicates a coordinated operation rather than an isolated act, suggesting collective responsibility.
Accountability for this incident cannot be limited to one or two individuals. It involved a chain of command that included both high-ranking officials and junior officers who either directly participated or allowed the violations to occur. Notably, while two of the key senior officers—Mr. Deshabandu Tennakoon, leave his position because of court case against him (former Senior DIG) and Mr. A.G.J. Chandra Kumar (former DIG) has  reportedly left the country without notifying the court, the remaining ,named below continue to serve in the Sri Lanka Police. To date, no internal inquiry or disciplinary action has been initiated against them.
The following officers were either directly involved in the arrest, detention, interrogation, or concealment of Mr. Bandara’s whereabouts, or held positions of responsibility during the time of the incident:
1. Mr. Deshabandu Tennakoon – Senior Deputy Inspector General of Police, Western Province and Traffic, Police Headquarters, Colombo 01
2. Mr. A.G.J. Chandra Kumar – Deputy Inspector General of Police, Colombo 11
3. Mr. Amal Edirimanne – Senior Superintendent of Police, Colombo 11
4. Mr. Nalin Jayasundara – Assistant Superintendent of Police, Colombo North 01
5. Mr. Mahinda Willora Arachchi – Assistant Superintendent of Police, Colombo North 02
6. Mr. Nalin Sriyantha – Officer-in-Charge, Crimes Investigation Division, Colombo North
7. Mr. K.A.E.N. Dilruk – Assistant Superintendent of Police, Office of the Deputy Inspector General of Police
8. Mr. Rohan Premaratne – Director, Crime Investigations Department, Colombo 01
9. Mr. Kukulanda – Inspector of Police, Officer-in-Charge, Ethgala Police Station, Gampola
10. Mr. C.D. Wickramaratne – Inspector General of Police, Police Headquarters



Final Request to the Committee on Enforced Disappearances
In light of the facts and circumstances detailed in this submission concerning the enforced disappearance and secret detention of Mr. Thisara Nuwantha Anuruddha Bandara, we respectfully request the Committee on Enforced Disappearances to take urgent and appropriate action based on the State obligations under Articles 2 and 18 of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
Under Article 2, Mr. Bandara's case clearly falls within the definition of enforced disappearance. He was arrested and held incommunicado by agents of the State, namely the Sri Lanka Police, without any lawful acknowledgment of his deprivation of liberty, and was placed outside the protection of the law for several days. This was compounded by a refusal to disclose his whereabouts during his detention, causing serious psychological distress to his family, friends, and legal representatives.
Furthermore, Article 18 obliges the State to provide timely and complete access to basic information regarding a person’s deprivation of liberty to those with a legitimate interest, including the authority responsible, the place and time of detention, and the detainee’s health condition. In this case, such information was deliberately withheld, and even the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka (HRCSL) had to intervene to locate Mr. Bandara. Despite these efforts, no State authority has been held accountable, and the victim remains without redress.
In Sri Lanka, it is a distressing reality that individuals who openly criticize the government face the risk of permanent enforced disappearance. Mr. Bandara narrowly escaped such a fate, primarily due to strong public pressure and activism that made it impossible for the State to continue concealing his detention. However, those responsible for his disappearance remain at large and free. The ongoing fear for his physical safety and life continues to profoundly affect both Mr. Bandara and his family. Official acknowledgment of the enforced disappearance and prompt accountability are essential to ensuring his psychological stability and restoring his fundamental rights.
In this regard, I  respectfully submit the following requests to the Committee:
1. Recommend that the Government of Sri Lanka take immediate steps to ensure accountability for the enforced disappearance and unlawful detention of Mr. Bandara. This includes identifying and initiating legal and disciplinary actions against all responsible State agents, both senior and junior, who directly or indirectly facilitated the disappearance and violated the victim’s rights under domestic and international law

2. Request that the National Police Commission conduct an independent inquiry into the actions of the police officers involved, particularly those who orchestrated and executed the unlawful arrest and concealment. The inquiry should be transparent, time-bound, and result in appropriate sanctions for any officer found to have violated professional duties.

3. Urge the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka to resume and conclude its investigation into the April 2022 complaint without further delay. The prolonged inaction on this matter constitutes a denial of the victim’s right to an effective remedy and accountability.

4. Call upon the Government of Sri Lanka to formally acknowledge its responsibility in this case and provide full disclosure of all relevant information concerning Mr. Bandara’s arrest, detention, and subsequent release in accordance with Article 18. The State should also offer a public apology, guarantees of non-repetition, and reparations to the victim.

5. Request the Committee to issue recommendations to ensure Sri Lanka’s full compliance with Articles 2 and 18 of the Convention, and to adopt appropriate preventive measures to avoid future occurrences of enforced disappearances, especially against political activists and human rights defenders.


The disappearance and subsequent unlawful detention of Mr. Bandara were not isolated incidents but indicative of a broader pattern of political targeting and institutional impunity in Sri Lanka. It is essential that this Committee responds firmly and effectively to uphold the fundamental rights protected under the Convention.
I thank the Committee for its attention to this urgent matter and remain available to provide any further documentation or testimony required.

Written By:
Tharushi Dishara Fernando
Attorney At Law
On behalf of Anuruddha Bandara 
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