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Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a pleasure for me to address the Committee today to open the 53rd Session. In doing so, I would like to convey the greetings of the new High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr. Zeid Ra'ad Al-Hussein, who succeeded Ms. Navi Pillay on 1 September 2014. You will all have received his message underlining the importance he attaches to treaty body work. In his address to the Human Rights Council shortly after he took up his role as High Commissioner, he indicated that he will give utmost importance to recommendations and decisions of the treaty bodies and take the necessary action to ensure that greater priority is given to their implementation.

Chairperson, Members of the Committee, allow me to provide you with some updates since your last session in May.  

This has been a very important year for the Committee, and indeed for the entire treaty body system.  The Committee successfully completed the additional meeting time granted by the General Assembly in 2012 which has helped to reduce the backlog of reports; and the Committee has made many improvements to working methods.  Further, the General Assembly adopted resolution 68/268 on the strengthening of the treaty body system.  

One of the issues in the resolution that I would like to highlight on behalf of the Office is the issue of reprisals.  To follow-up on the General Assembly resolution, treaty body Chairs recommended that all treaty bodies establish a focal point on reprisals, and decided to consider adopting a joint policy on reprisals during their next June annual meeting. Most Committees, notably those which have recently concluded their sessions, have appointed such focal points. I hope that this Committee will also consider appointing a focal point, who could then participate in the crafting of such a joint policy. A harmonized approach to this issue should help counteract the damaging effect that reprisals have on the free collaboration of civil society with treaty bodies.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition to the issue of reprisals, I would like to encourage you to continue your discussions related to the resolution, and in particular to increase the effectiveness and predictability of your work by harmonizing working methods with other treaty bodies, particularly in relation to the issues addressed by the Chairs’ meeting: piloting of the simplified reporting procedure, and improving the quality of the dialogue and of the concluding observations. 

	Turning to another important issue on the global agenda, and very close to your work, I would like to provide an update on the post-2015 Development Agenda.  You are no doubt aware that the Open Working Groups adopted its Outcome Document in July 2014.  This document reflects some key dimensions of human rights, including economic, social and cultural rights as well as the promotion of equality and a strengthened focus on people who are marginalized.  In spite of these gains for human rights, there are still challenges in discussions, particularly in relation to the issue of sexual and reproductive health and rights.  This is particularly relevant to your work as you embark on the first reading of your draft general comment on this issue.  

	One issue that the Office has emphasized in the discussions on the post-2015 development agenda has been the need for strong accountability architecture at global, regional and national levels to ensure that commitments are met.  In this context, it is encouraging that the Outcome Document of the Open Working Group includes target 18 of goal 17 which seeks to: ‘enhance capacity building support to developing countries, including for LDCs and SIDS, to increase significantly the availability of high-quality, timely and reliable data disaggregated by income, gender, age, race, ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic location and other characteristics relevant in national contexts’.

Availability of disaggregated data will contribute significantly to a more comprehensive analysis of whether development goals are being met in a sustainable way.   One criticism of the MDGs was that the limited focus on disagreggated data sometimes gave the impression that development goals were being met, while in reality improvements were enjoyed only by the majority while the situation of people in marginalized situations worsened.  The increased availability of disaggregated data as envisaged in the new goals and targets should help to counter simplistic analyses of development.  It should also help ensure that meeting development goals contributes to the promotion of equality and the fight against discrimination – and therefore also to meeting human rights obligations under treaties.   

In a related event, the General Assembly held the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples at the end of September with a view of supporting the inclusion of indigenous peoples in the Post-2015 Development Agenda.  The World Conference adopted an outcome document which invited ‘the human rights treaty bodies to consider the Declaration [of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples] in accordance with their respective mandates’. The outcome document continues: ‘We encourage Member States to include, as appropriate, information on the situation of the rights of indigenous peoples, including measures taken to pursue the objectives of the Declaration, in reports to those bodies and during the universal periodic review process’. I would therefore like to encourage you to continue paying attention to the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights of indigenous peoples in your work, bearing in mind the UN Declaration. 

Before closing, allow me to pay tribute to two of your colleagues who will be concluding their terms at the end of this year, in addition to your colleague Jun Cong who resigned in July 2014.  Mr Jaime Marchán-Romero and Mr. Alvaro Tirado will be leaving the Committee after many years of dedicated work. It is not possible to do justice to the contribution of these distinguished members with a few words.  And Mr Marchán-Romero is of course the most senior member of the Committee having participated from the very first session in 1987.   The departure of all three members will be strongly felt in the Secretariat and I am sure in the Committee.  On behalf of the Secretariat, I wish you both well.

I therefore wish you a productive and enjoyable session.
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