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15 April 2019
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on Follow-up on Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honor to refer to the examination of the seventh periodic report of Argentina, at the Committee’s sixty-fifth session, held in November 2016. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/ARG/CO/7) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 53 on follow-up on the concluding observations, the Committee requested Argentina to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 27 (a), 33(b) and (d) and 41 (d) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received on time in November 2018 (CEDAW/C/ARG/CO/7/Add.1) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its seventy-second session, held in March 2019 in Geneva, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.

Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 27 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “approve the draft bills establishing gender parity in the executive branch (No. 485/15), in the Supreme Court (Nos. 474-D-2015, 169-D-2016, 403-D-2016, 905-D-2016 and 1091-D-2016) and in elective positions (Nos. 1655-D-2015, 1198/16, 1192/16, 1063/16, 1032/16 and 488/16)”: 
 The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party on the adoption of the Act on Gender Parity (No. 27.412), which ensures 50 percent female candidates for national legislative and political party positions, in November 2017. The Committee however regrets that the parliamentary bills relating to gender parity in the Supreme Court are still considered in the Chamber and  Senate. It further regrets that no equivalent information was provided with regards to the executive branch. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough, extensive and responds directly to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.
His Excellency

Mr. Carlos Mario Foradori

Permanent Representative of the Argentine Republic
   to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Route de l'Aéroport 10 (2nd floor)

1215 Geneva 15
Email: argentina@missionarg.ch
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 27 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Adopt the bills establishing gender parity in the executive branch and in the Supreme Court (Nos. 1191-s-2018, 0395-s-2018, 0520-s-2018/0813-s-2017, 1324-d-2018, 0763-d-2018 and 0401-d-2018).
With regards to the recommendation made in paragraph 33 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “initiate accountability procedures to ensure that all provinces approve protocols on the practice of non-punishable abortion, in line with the decision of the Supreme Court in 2012 and the national protocol for the comprehensive care of persons entitled to legal interruption of pregnancy”: 
The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party that more than 80 percent of the country approved the national protocol ensuring the right to legal interruption of pregnancy as of November 2018. However, it regrets that four provinces still have not adopted the protocol nor the national regulations. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough, extensive and responds directly to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.

Regarding the recommendation urging the State party to “accelerate the adoption of the bill for the voluntary interruption of pregnancy increasing legal access to abortion, not only in cases of rape and risk to the life or health of the pregnant woman but also other circumstances such as incest and when there is a risk of severe fetal impairment”:

The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party that the bill on the voluntary interruption of pregnancy was approved by the Chamber of Deputies in 2018 and it is scheduled to be considered again in 2019 or 2020. Regretting that the Senate voted against the bill in 2018, the Committee considers that the State party took substantial steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has been substantially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough, extensive and responds directly to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 33 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Ensure that all provinces approve protocols on the practice of non-punishable abortion, in line with the decision of the Supreme Court in 2012 and the national protocol for the comprehensive care of persons entitled to legal interruption of pregnancy.

2.
Accelerate the adoption of the bill by the Senate for the voluntary interruption of pregnancy, increasing legal access to abortion, not only in cases of rape and risk to the life or health of the pregnant woman, but also other circumstances such as incest and when there is a risk of severe fetal impairment.
In relation to the recommendation made in paragraph 41 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “review the current negligent handling of complaints filed by indigenous women before the Ministry of Health about the harmful use of pesticides, fertilizers and agrochemicals and ensure that such cases are solved in a timely and appropriate manner, in line with the Committee’s general recommendation No. 34”:
The Committee takes note of the information provided by the State party on the establishment of the Administrative and Financial Trust Fund for Environmental Compensation, but it regrets the lack of information on whether indigenous women who filed on the harmful use of pesticides, fertilizers and agrochemicals had access to the Fund nor on the measures taken to solve such cases in a timely and appropriate manner. The Committee considers that there is a lack of sufficient information to make an assessment.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State has failed to address the recommendations. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is unsatisfactory.

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 41 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Ensure that complaints filed by indigenous women before the Ministry of Health about the harmful use of pesticides, fertilizers and agrochemicals are solved in a timely and appropriate manner, in line with the Committee’s general recommendation No. 34.

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Lia Nadaraia
Rapporteur on follow-up
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