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Text by civil society organisation KISAM Mothers and Youth in the World, Skäggetorp, Östergötland, Sweden, 19 October, 2025.

How are new laws in Sweden discriminating mothers, children and youth based on their ethnic origins?
“Had I been white you would have not called me things.”  
Words by 9 year old child playing in Skäggetorp, September, 2025.

This text will describe the undoing of human rights through new laws relating to ICERD Article 1: “racial discrimination” meaning any distinction, exclusion, restriction or preference based on race, colour, descent or national or ethnic origin which has the purpose or effect of nullifying or impairing the recognition, enjoyment or exercise, on an equal footing, of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural or any other field of public life. 
This text will relate also with ICERD Article 2 and the human right to non discrimination, human rights and human dignity for everyone, everywhere, all the time, and with ICERD Articles 4 (c), 5, 6 and 7. 
Many new laws in Sweden are directed towards limiting rights of refugees, asylum seekers and migrants from other parts of the world, who have temporary residence permits and who are depending on social welfare. The new laws are generally formulated, but will especially have difficult effects for non Swedish speaking groups, such as refugees having arrived from other parts of the world. As politicians say, and legislate about: We have to limit “asylum migration”. In the laws, created in agreement with the nationalist party, this is done through new criteria inserted in new laws, and through interlinking legal requirements, for exaple linking the right to economic social welfare with mandatory participation in activities planned by the Labour Office, such as active participation Swedish classes: SFI, Swedish For Immigrants. 
For example, if you have arrived in Sweden, from another part of the world, and have been allowed to stay and have a temporary residence permit, you are going to have to participate actively in labour approaching activities, such as Swedish classes and active job seeking, to keep your monthly, municipally decided, economic welfare support.
In Sweden unemployment is unprecedently high, especially if you are young, if you lack education and Swedish worklife experience, if you don’t speak Swedish, if you are a woman with children, if you are an older woman having been on maternity leave and with no recent Swedish work references, and especially if you are a woman from an African or an Asian country, according to statistics from the Swedish Gender Equality Agency.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Jämställdhetsmyndigheten, Utrikes födda kvinnor behöver mer anpassat stöd för att få arbete (2022:13), 31 mars 2022, jamstalldhetsmyndigheten.se] 

In practice, a right to an adequate standard of living and economic security of families is taken away, by municipal authorities in for example Linköping, Östergötland, as a way to push people to become more active in their pursuit of becoming employable in the Swedish work market. In reality, chances of becoming employed are small, especially for women having arrived from other parts of the world, lacking education, Swedish worklife experience, and capacity to learn Swedish fast. 
Many or most women in the socioeconomically fragile and the ethnically and racially segregated area of Skäggetorp in Linköping, where our civil society organisation works, live in poverty or relative poverty and balance their daily lives on a thin thread of small means and many mandatory tasks to fulfil, often without understanding fully, the many letters they receive from the Swedish authorities, about what they have to do to have a right to receive their most basic economic support. So when the welfare is taken away from the mothers, from the families, it causes enormous stress and retraumatisation when not having sufficient money for food and rent and remembering the realities of fleeing war, that mothers, families and youth have experienced recently, where they have experienced starving, becoming homeless and subjected to violence and neglect during their wartime experiences, and while fleeing from war. It is difficult to sleep at night, the mothers and youth describe.
Our network of women’s organisations across Sweden describe here are regional and communal differences in how people are treated in the many segregated and socioeconomically vulnerable areas of Sweden, but that the new restrictive laws are affecting everyone similarly across Sweden.
One local surprising example, from how the commune of Linköping where our NGO works, relates to the human right to education and the practice by the local authorities prohibiting mothers from participating in Swedish classes for immigrants for six months, if they do not advance fast enough through the levels of Swedish tests. Also a new limit of three years will start in January 2026, for how long someone can be offred participation in Swedish for immigrants. To have a chance to apply for work in Sweden many employers require approved results from the highest levels of Swedish for immigrants, which is the formal verification of Swedish levels for immigrants applying for work.
It can be so that Swedish language classes are the first school experiences in the lives of mothers having come from countries at war or countries who do not provide all women with education, such as Afghanistan and Somalia. So to advance quickly from one level to the next, is not always feasible, and then to be cut from participating for six months from the Swedish for immigrants education, and then also have the social welfare cut, because of non advancing, is a very non including way of introducing someone to Swedish and to Swedish society. 
For mothers with children, it can also be very hard to keep up with the pace of the studies. Especially for mothers with children who have special needs through diagnosis, or as described by health care helth care professionals, developmental difficulties because of world trauma, there is no providing of extra support for the mothers in their daily lives caring for the children, but instead blame is placed by communal social welfare authorities on the parents, for not planning their studies and active participation better. The commune of Linköping welfare authorities and the local administrative courts motivate their decisions, to deny the mothers and the families monthly economic welfare support, by saying the mothers should plan to participater better. 
Also, families are reported to the social welfare authorities by the social welfare authorities on economic grounds. So when the welfare authorities themselves deny families economic aid for the month, based on non participation of the mother in the Swedish classes, the economic situation of the family becomes them not receiving a reasonable standard of living, as the ground for reporting the family for being unfit parents because of poor economy, because of being poor. The commune explains, it is the responsibility of the parents to participate actively in Swedish classes and to plan for this to be feasible. 
In the relationship with the authorities, the mothers are alone and have no legal representation, they cannot afford to hire a lawyer, and even though interpreters can be called to the meetings with the authorities, mothers most of the time lack means to defend their rights and do not fully understand the legal implications of the meetings and the content of the discussions, because of language difficulties and also because of unfamiliarity with the Swedish legal system.
It is also so, in  the practice of the Migration Office, that your status as a refugee and your chance to have your temporary residence permit prolonged, is evaluated by the Migration Office in relation to how much you have actively integrated yourself into Sweden, through the Migration Office looking at criteria such as how much your Swedish has progressed since your arrival and how much you have become a part of Swedish worklife through employment and your monthly earned income levels. 
The principle of non refoulement is in practice given little value by the Migration Office, and mothers and girls are being sent back to countries that are at war, where the Migration Office estimates there are safe areas. Women and girls who we follow are being given Migration Office decisions to be sent back to countries that cannot protect women´s basic human rights. In the practice of the Migration Office, in the cases we have followed, there is no right to asylum based on female gender mutilation and risks of re-gender mutilation or forced marriage if being sent back. 
Relating to the right to education, mothers, children and youth are describing a lack of qualified teachers in the schools in the segregated areas. This makes it difficult for newly arrived to succeed and become approved in school and to move forth in their education. Without graduation from basic school levels, they cannot advance to high school, college, university or to jobs. This creates feelings of being left behind and creates real economic vulnerability and dependence on welfare support, instead of feeling agency towards one´s own future and in reaching own hoped for future worklife goals.
Through new legal changes it has been made very difficult to become a Swedish citizen. 
To have a residence permit based on work and employment a very high monthly income is now required. 
Prices for food and rent are high and the economic support for families with many children has been withdrawn through a new law. The economic effects will hurt families that have come from other parts of the world, who have more children than Swedish families usually have, and is a form of targeted economic discrimination towards families from other parts of the world with many children. 
In the experience of our organisation, children have been taken from mothers from other parts of the world on very unclear grounds, by the social authorities in our region. In a case we have followed, a suspicion of physical reprimanding of the children, never proven, was then changed into becoming a general suspicion of bad parenting. How the bad parenting became proven or not proven, remains very unclearly motivated by the social welfare authorities. For years, the children have been placed with other caretakers than their family. 
A new law makes asylum seekers who are depending on social welfare forced to move from their homes to asylum housing decided by the Migration Office. Also families with children where the children are born in Sweden and are in school with theor friends and have their whole lives lived in their homes, are now being forced to move to asylum housing while waiting for the Migration Office to decide on their rights to asylum. This new law is critiqued also by the Discrimination Ombudsman as having discriminatory effects on the human rights of asylum seekers. 
Through a new law, if a family member commits a crime in or near the apartment where the family lives, the whole family can legally be evicted. Our organisation sees this new law as collective punishment and a loss of the human right of everyone to be seen as a person in the eyes of the law. Also the children who live in the apartment together with their family will lose their right to their home. 
There is intense recruitment of children into criminal networks active in the segregated area of Skäggetorp, Linköping, and there have recently been increased lethal shootings in the areas where the families live. There are also bombings, explosions, in the entrances of the houses where families live. Mothers express the everyday stress and anxiety and grief this imposes on their lives, worrying about their children and the safety of the lives of the children, their freedom of movement in everyday life, and grieving with their children their friends killed, the friends they have grown up with. The government proposes to penalise the children recruited and wishes through new laws to lower the age of criminal responsibility to 13 years of age. 
We, our organisation KISAM Mothers and Youth in the World, have never experienced before , over a period of ten years, such negative pressure against the vulnerable group of refugees, visible in the new laws and in the lives of the mothers, children and youth we meet and speak with in the segregated areas every day. 
We believe Sweden has yet to adhere to CERD observations to Sweden 6 June 2018 (CERD/C/SWE/CO/22-23).
