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Dear Colleagues,

As we are coming to the end of the eighty-sixth session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, it is customary for the Chair to sum up the work completed during this session.

Let me start from the beginning of this session and assess our results. We considered the reports of nine States parties and adopted concluding observations on these States, including provisional concluding observations in relation to the review of Nicaragua in the absence of a delegation, which will be published and made final at our next session in February 2024. We also decided to request an exceptional report of the Democratic Republic of the Congo on conflict-related sexual violence in its Eastern provinces.

We held informal meetings with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and national human rights institutions (NHRIs) and attended lunchtime briefings organized by NGOs. The Committee was pleased by the engagement of local NGOs from most of the States parties reviewed during the session and of several national human rights institutions. IWRAW-Asia Pacific coordinated the country-specific briefings by NGOs, which again made significant contributions to the work of the Committee.

The Committee is also grateful to those UN entities and other inter-governmental bodies, which provided us with detailed information, including the Inter-Agency Group on CEDAW Reporting (UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF, FAO and UN Women), UNHCR and IPU. I am pleased to note that UN Country Teams contributed their reports through the Inter-Agency Group and that one UNCT sent representatives to Geneva to brief the Committee and two UNCTs briefed the Committee remotely. I also wish to thank the OHCHR Desk Officer for Bhutan, Georgia Louise Drake for her informative briefing.

Among the highlights of this session was our first reading of the draft report of Inquiry 2019/1, which we plan to adopt at our next session. In this regard, I wish to congratulate Genoveva Tisheva as designated member for the Inquiry for her excellent work.

I am pleased that we were also able to make important progress on rationalizing and harmonizing our working methods. I wish to thank the working group on working methods, in particular the chair, Nicole Ameline, and vice-chair, Hiroko Akizuki, for its excellent work, in enhancing modalities of the constructive dialogue, the assessment of our pilot regarding the structure of our constructive dialogues, and the amendment of our rules of procedure in relation to provisional concluding observations.

I am similarly pleased with the progress achieved by our working group on gender-based violence against women, chaired by Ms. Tisheva, which discussed our potential candidacy to chair the Platform on the Elimination of Discrimination and Violence against Women, as well the impact of a proposed “Every Woman Treaty” and a second optional protocol to the Convention in relation to gender-based violence against women.

Our Working Group on the equal and inclusive participation of women in decision-making systems under the leadership of Nicole Ameline has made good progress in planning the next steps in the process leading to the adoption of our draft general recommendation on the topic scheduled to take place at our 89th session in October 2024, such as the online publication of the future initial draft for comments by stakeholders and five regional meetings. Similarly, the task force on a future general recommendation on gender stereotyping, led by Marion Bethel and Bandana Rana, has made I important progress in securing funding for the elaboration of a general recommendation on the topic.

I would like to thank the task force on gender/sex self-identification for having prepared a road map for 2024, which will include briefings by experts and researchers to the Committee on the issue of sex/gender self-identification.

Our Task Force on Afghanistan under the leadership Ms. Rana has analyzed the concepts of gender persecution and gender apartheid, specifically in the current Afghan context, and the Task Force on Ukraine, chaired by Elgun Safarov, will reach out to UN bodies to brief the Committee on the situation of women and girls at our next session.

I am particularly heartened by the collegiality and solidarity within our Committee, enabling it to reach consensus and adopt a statement on the sensitive topic of “Bringing Israeli and Afghan women to the core of peace efforts”. I thank Ms. de Silva de Alwis and Ms. Eghobamien for their work on the statement. We also adopted a statement on “Safeguarding girls’ lives, health and future through minimizing unintended pregnancies and guaranteeing access to safe abortion”, issues on the International Day of the Girl Child on 11 October, for which I wish to thank Daphna Hacker.

Dear colleagues,

I am very satisfied that we were able to deliver on our core mandates under the Convention and the Optional Protocol during this session.

I wish to thank the Rapporteur on follow-up, Natasha Stott Despoja, and the alternate Rapporteur on follow-up, Brenda Akia. Thanks to their able coordination and preparation, and with help from other colleagues, we were able to adopt two follow-up assessments at this session.

I thank the Working Group on Communications, in particular the Chair, Corinne Dettmeijer-Vermeulen and Vice-Chair, Nahla Haidar, for the preparation of three excellent final decisions on individual communications that we adopted at this session, with support from the OHCHR Petitions Section.

I also wish to thank the Working Group on Inquiries, particularly the Chair, Rhoda Reddock, for the important work of the Working Group in carrying forward several follow-up assessments as well as requests for country visits in confidential inquiry proceedings.

During the session, we also had fruitful exchanges and social events, such as our annual meeting with the members of the Working Group on discrimination against women and girls; our informal meeting with the outgoing Independent Expert on sexual orientation and gender identity, Victor Madrigal-Borloz; our remote informal meeting with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on sexual violence in conflict, Pramila Patten; the briefing by UNODC on national femicide review committees; and our convivial meeting with members of the Human Rights Committee and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

Dear colleagues,

Before I conclude, please allow me to sincerely thank all experts for the hard work accomplished during the past three weeks, including my colleagues on the Bureau as well as the country rapporteurs who guided our dialogues with the representatives of the States parties and drafted the concluding observations. I also wish to acknowledge the active participation of country task force members in the constructive dialogues with States parties and the public review of Nicaragua in the absence of a delegation.

I thank my personal assistants, Pilar Fernandez Sepulveda and David Stirton, and the ONCE Foundation for its continuous support of my work, as well as all colleagues from the Secretariat, who again provided excellent support to us: Jamila, Isabelle, our OHCHR interns Marie, Luz Angela and Abdoulaye, the interns of the Petitions Section Vladislav and Valentina, as well as interns of Committee members, Adrian, Djurabek, Theodora, Carolina, Anne, Caroline, Teizu, Marco, Céline, Laia, Janna, Catherinne, Adriana, Montserrat, Jakob and Andrea.

I would also like to thank the interpreters, technicians, IT specialists, the webcast team, colleagues from the Braille printing unit, our conference room officers Liliana, Olena and Maria Josefina, the précis writers, press officers, and all others who made this session successful.

In concluding, I wish you a safe journey home and restful end-of-year holidays. Stay healthy and I look forward to our eighty-seventh session next February.
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