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Dear Colleagues,

As we are coming to the end of the ninety-first session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, it is customary for the Chair to sum up the work completed during this session.

Let me start from the beginning of this session and assess our results. We considered the reports of seven States parties and adopted concluding observations on these States. We also adopted concluding observations on Fiji, Solomon Islands and Tuvalu following the country exchanges during our Pacific technical cooperation session held in Suva, Fiji, from 7 to 11 April this year.

We held informal meetings with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and national human rights institutions and attended lunchtime briefings organized by NGOs. We were pleased by the engagement of local NGOs from most of the States parties reviewed during the session and of two national human rights institutions. IWRAW-Asia Pacific coordinated the country-specific briefings by NGOs, which again made significant contributions to the work of the Committee.

The Committee is also grateful to those UN entities and other inter-governmental bodies, which provided us with detailed information, including the Inter-Agency Group on CEDAW Reporting (UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF, FAO and UN Women), UNHCR and IPU. I am pleased to note that UN Country Teams contributed their reports through the Inter-Agency Group and that one UNCT briefed the Committee in person and three UNCTs via pre-recorded video statements.

The highlight of this session was our review of the fourth periodic report of Afghanistan with recommendations addressed to the de facto authorities, the international community, the UN system, as well as the Permanent Mission in Geneva with which we held the dialogue following the precedent of the fourth cycle UPR of Afghanistan in 2024. We are thankful to the Country Rapporteur, Bandana Rana, for her tireless work over the years to make this review happen. 

I am pleased that we were able to make important progress in rationalizing our working methods and using our meeting time more efficiently, while regretting that our 92nd session in October this year has been cancelled due to the current liquidity situation of the UN Secretariat. I wish to applaud the Working Group on working methods, in particular the Chair, Corinne Dettmeijer-Vermeulen, and Vice-Chair, Hiroko Akizuki, for their tremendous work in re-structuring our constructive dialogues with States parties and finding transitional solutions to cope with our reduced meeting time, including by holding our pre-sessional working group informally online and adopting lists of issues and lists of issues prior to reporting as well as follow-up assessments online during the intersessional period.

I am similarly pleased with the progress achieved by our Working Group on gender-based violence against women, co-chaired by Ms. Tisheva and Ms. Toledo Vasquez, which enabled us to publish an initial position paper on tech-facilitated GBVAW and to consider a statement on a proposed optional protocol on GBVAW.

Our Working Group on women, peace and security, notably its co-chair Ms. de Silva de Alwis, made important headway by producing an advance unedited addendum to general recommendation No. 30 (2013) on women in conflict prevention, conflict and post-conflict situations. The advance unedited version will be submitted as a contribution to mark the 25th anniversary of Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) on women, peace and security and will be published in September for an online consultation process inviting comments from all interested stakeholders.

Dear colleagues,

I am very satisfied that we were able to deliver on our core mandates under the Convention and the Optional Protocol during this session.

I wish to thank Jelena-Pia Comella and Nada Draz, who have started their mandates as Rapporteur on follow-up and alternate Rapporteur on follow-up, respectively, thanks to whom we were able to adopt eight follow-up assessments at this session, with help from other colleagues.

I thank the Working Group on Communications, in particular the Chair, Rangita de Silva de Alwis, and Vice-Chair, Elgun Safarov, for the preparation of five excellent decisions on individual communications that we adopted at this session, with support from the OHCHR Petitions Section.

I also wish to thank the Working Group on Inquiries, particularly its Chair, Esther Eghobamien-Mshelia, for the important work done on several pending confidential inquiry proceedings during this session.

During the session, we also had interesting exchanges at our informal meetings with Marco Toscano-Rivalta from the UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls, Reem Alsalem, and with the new Chief of the Human Rights Treaties Branch, Antti Korkeakivi.

Dear colleagues,

Before I conclude, I thank all experts for the great work accomplished during the past three weeks. I am heartened that we again managed to deliver on our mandate to protect and promote women’s human rights and gender quality in these difficult times for the human rights treaty bodies.

Please allow me to sincerely thank all experts for the hard work accomplished during the past three weeks, including my colleagues on the Bureau as well as the country rapporteurs who guided our dialogues with the representatives of the States parties and drafted the concluding observations. I also wish to acknowledge the active participation of country task force members in the constructive dialogues with States parties. In addition, I thank the five members of our 93rd pre-sessional working group, who met informally online prior to the session to prepare five lists of issues and questions and two lists of issues and questions prior to reporting.

I thank all colleagues from the Secretariat, who provided excellent support to us: Jamila, Adrian, our OHCHR interns Alejandra Suarez Cedeño and Eliza Simpson, as well as Marco, Teizu, Britta, Alejandra Alvite Pose, Ximena, Janna, Xiaoyue, Anna, Carolina, Anne, Vivian, Marianna, Seif, Jakob, Andrea, Dina and Antti.

I would also like to thank the interpreters, our conference room officers Liliana Semon and Emeric Camp, technicians, IT specialists, the webcast team, colleagues from the Division for Conference Management and the Braille printing unit, the précis writers, press officers, and all others who made this session successful.

In concluding, I wish you a safe journey home and look forward to seeing again, unfortunately not before our ninety-third session in February 2026.
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