International Disability Alliance, closing statement 25th session

Dear members of the CRPD Committee

I deliver this brief statement on behalf of the International Disability Alliance.
I congratulate the Committee members and the Secretariat for carrying out this 25th session online, including 2 online reviews. 

From the constructive dialogues held, IDA keeps realising that, almost 15 years after the adoption of the CRPD, States still do not fully grasp the implications of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities especially in connection with Articles 12, 14 and 19 of the CRPD.

In connection to these articles, tomorrow, the European Court of Human Rights will publish its decision on the request of an Advisory Opinion by the Committee on Bioethics of the Council of Europe, which could be supportive of the process towards the adoption of the draft protocol. IDA, together with other organizations, submitted a third-party intervention to the European Court and stand ready to react.

To face such negative trends, IDA, as well as other partners organizations, believes that the CRPD Committee’s forthcoming Guidelines on deinstitutionalization should send a strong message to States on their obligations under the CRPD, while providing them with clear practical guidance. Those States with political will be thankful and try to move forward; those still reluctant to change will have no excuses and continue to be held accountable for willingly perpetuating a systemic violation to the CRPD. 

On the other side, I would also like to share good news. The legal capacity reform in Spain by its Act 8 of 2021 has entered in force on September the 3rd. Additional developments at the regional level within the country accompany providing for measures for formal support. Hopefully, this experience goes well and can shed some light and influence the region and beyond. 

IDA looks forward to the draft general comment no. 8 on Article 27 of the CRPD, to analyse it and contribute further. Full inclusion requires inclusion in economic life and the COVID19 pandemic has hit hard. Further, outdated non-CRPD compliant structures or schemes, such a sheltered workshops and stereotyping ‘reserved posts’ continue to be publicly supported and funded. 

The #Wethe15 campaign has been launched and has been quite successful in its role of raising visibility about persons with disabilities and CRPD values. This 10 years process will present new opportunities of which we will keep you updated.

Finally, IDA continues its work in the lead up to Global Disability Summit next year. We invite those committee members contact us soon in case you would like to engage and contribute.

We remain fully committed to support the work of the Committee and its Secretariat. We thank you, members of the Committee, personal assistants and colleagues of the Secretariat, for your work, as well as interpreters and staff of conference management, for facilitating the meetings.   

I thank you. 

