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Good morning everyone, 
Distinguished High Commissioner, Madam Bachelet, 
Dear Mr. Orest Nowosad, Chief of Section 
Dear colleagues, members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, friends from civil society in the room and those watching us through the webcast, I extend a warm welcome to you. 

I have the pleasure of opening the 22nd session of the Committee and I call to order the 474th meeting of the Committee, which is public and webcasted.  
I would like to kindly remind everyone that you may only take photos and videos of those with public functions, such as members of the Committee and State party delegations. Please take care to respect the privacy of those sitting in the public. 

We have an intense program ahead of us for the next four weeks and it is our honor to start this morning with the presence of the High Commissioner, Ms. Michelle Bachelet, to deliver opening remarks.  High Commissioner, thank you for joining us, you have the floor.  

Thank you very much for your opening remarks and words of support, High Commissioner. On behalf of the Committee, I take this opportunity to share with you some of our concerns. As you have mentioned, many persons with disabilities continue to face violations of their rights as equal members of society. The country reviews we have held over the last ten years, reveal that many governments and the general public have not changed their approach to disability or have tried disability inclusion as an add-on to what exists already. We rely on the support that your Office provides to countries to enhance implementation of the Convention and we are very encouraged by the intersectional approach your Office takes to combating discrimination, which is the approach that the Convention on the Rights of Persons with disabilities calls for.    
You also mentioned the UN Disability Inclusion Strategy. The Secretary-General reminded us that “Disability inclusion is a fundamental human right” and that the strategy launched is “not a strategy of words“ but “a strategy of action”. We have witnessed firsthand how commitment and knowledge about disability rights have expanded within your Office and at the UN Office at Geneva and are certain the new Disability Inclusion Strategy will advance them even further. However, with the utmost respect, as participants to meetings in the United Nations, accessibility, particularly the provision of information in accessible means, modes and formats, like Braille, Easy Read and captioning, for members to work effectively on an equal basis with others throughout our meetings, remains a challenge every session. Similarly, over the years, we have perceived how an Office of competent professionals who give more than is expected of them continues to be depleted in times when the world needs your Office the most. We could do with more support and additional staff for the Secretariats of the Committee and Petitions to perform our functions. We could also do with the necessary arrangement to guarantee accessibility of our work in a manner that is sustainable. We would appreciate your attention to the challenges highlighted so that the Strategy of Action the Secretary-General spoke about at the 12th Conference of States Parties to the Convention will become a reality. Count on our support High Commissioner and we look forward to continuing engaging with you. 

Thank you.




Agenda item 3: Report on the activities undertaken between the 21st and 22nd sessions
We move to agenda item number 3, report of the Chair on activities undertaken between the 21st and 22nd Session of the Committee. 

It is my pleasure now to report on the activities I carried out in the intersessional period. From the 20th to the 21st of May, 2019, I participated in a conference entitled “Advancing the Realization of the Right to Education and Work for Persons with Disabilities”, organised by Uraia Trust, in conjunction with the WORLD Policy Analysis Center, at the University of California, in Nairobi, Kenya. It brought together several participants from Africa and the United States, including my colleague, Mr. Samuel Kabue. This was a capacity building and knowledge exchange workshop of African stakeholders, focused on steps to advance the right to education and employment for persons with disabilities.  

Although I could not be present in the 12th Conference of States Parties in New York, despite the significant financial contribution by the South Korean National Human Rights Commission to ensure my attendance and that of my assistant, I want to express my gratitude to Mr. Monthian Buntan who very competently represented the Committee, together with Mr. Markus Schefer. They ensured that the voice of the Committee was included throughout the Conference of States parties as well as in several side events and bilateral meetings with country delegations.

I attended the 31st meeting of Chairpersons in New York from 24th to 28th June 2019. The report of the Chairpersons has been circulated to the Committee. Together with the other Committee Chairs, I attended a series o separate private meetings. One such meeting was coordinated by the Deputy Permanent Representative and Ambassador of Costa Rica to the United Nations Office in New York to discuss support to the treaty body strengthening process ahead of the 2020 review. The Chairs also met with the Secretary-General and Deputy-Secretary General; with representatives of a number of United Nations agencies and entities, including the UN Development Operations and Coordination Office, UN Women, UNDP, UNICEF and UNFPA; as well as with a number of civil society organizations, including TB-net, International Service for Human Rights, Amnesty International and the Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights. 

During the 31st meeting of Chairs, a meeting was scheduled with Ms.  Pramila Patten, Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, to discuss possibilities of collaboration between her Office and the CRPD. Such collaboration would be useful for the Committee. 

From the 8th to the 9th of July 2019, I represented the Committee at the 2nd Global Rehabilitation 2030 meeting in Geneva. The meeting brought together government officials, UN agencies, organisations representing rehabilitation service user groups and rehabilitation providers, funding bodies, major professional organisations, research institutions and relevant international and non-governmental organisations. The main objective of the meeting was to review actions undertaken to date by the WHO, its partners and member states for the rehabilitation initiative. The WHO took the opportunity to launch its Rehabilitation Guide for Action. 

I would like to thank all Committee members for their support to the Chair in carrying out activities on behalf of the Committee throughout the intersessional period. 

I would like to express appreciation, ab initio, to all those United Nations entities and other inter-governmental bodies, organizations of persons with disabilities and independent monitoring frameworks and NHRIs that continue providing us with detailed information to carry out our work and to our colleagues from OHCHR who will be providing us with excellent support and guidance.
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