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[bookmark: _Toc183876316]Introduction
This report has been prepared by the National Coalition of Public Organizations of Parents of Children with Disabilities in the Republic of Tajikistan, which includes more than 30 public organizations (hereinafter referred to as NGO), as well as public organizations headed by persons with disabilities, including women and youth. 
The report covers the period 2017-2024, reflects the experience of children with disabilities (hereinafter referred to as CwD) and their parents in the implementation of state policy on the protection of children's rights. The report includes both an analysis of gaps in taking into account the needs and requirements of CwD in legislation and state programs for the protection of children's rights and social protection of persons with disabilities, as well as an analysis of the situation regarding the observance of the rights of children with disabilities.
This report is based on the presentation of the facts of the observance of the children`s rights per clusters of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (hereinafter CRC).
1. [bookmark: _Toc183876317]General implementation measures. 
In April 1st, 2023 by Decree of the President of the Republic Tajikistan # 350, a National Action Plan was adopted to implement the recommendations of the member states of the UN Council on Human Rights according the Universal Periodic Review procedure (third period) for 2023-2026. 
This plan includes measures to implement the National Action Plan for the Preparation of the Republic Tajikistan (RT) for the ratification and implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (hereinafter CRPD), training university students to understand the human rights-based approach of disability, issues of ensuring inclusive and high-quality education for children with disabilities. But this is not enough to take into account comprehensively the rights of CwD.
In July 2022, the Law of the Republic Tajikistan "On Equality and Elimination of all forms of discrimination" was adopted, which gives a broad concept of discrimination, including the prohibition of discrimination on disability, the concept of direct, indirect and multiple discrimination, as well as positive (temporary) measures. Unfortunately, the Equality Law does not provide the application mechanisms of temporary measures, including for persons with disabilities (hereinafter PwD), CwD. Since September 2022 (the date of the Law's entry into force), no complaints of discrimination have been submitted to the Commissioner for Human Rights (CHR)[footnoteRef:1]. But this does not mean that there are no such facts, but it rather means the weakness of the mechanisms of the Law itself and the information campaign about the operation of the law and its mechanisms. There is no explanation on the website of the Ombudsman and the Ombudsman for the Rights of the Child on the appeal in connection with the Equality Law, there is no report of the Commissioner for the Rights of the Child for 2023[footnoteRef:2].  [1:  https://webtv.un.org/en/asset/k11/k11gvh1862 Responses of Tajikistan delegation members to the questions of Committee members on Elimination of discrimination against women..]  [2:  http://www.ombudsman.tj/ru/2022-01-19-17-30-11/poryadok-obrashcheniya-k-upolnomochennomu.html , http://www.vhk.tj/ru/feedback/rules] 

 
The Report of the CHR for 2023 noted that a by-law has not yet been adopted on the procedure for conducting an anti-discrimination examination of normative acts and the procedure for conducting mediation in connection with complaints of discrimination[footnoteRef:3].  [3:  Page 270 Report of CHR in the RT for 2023.// http://www.ombudsman.tj/mar-za-o.html] 

Paragraph 6 of the National Report indicates that the monitoring of the implementation of the National Action Plan on implementation of the recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child for 2018-2022 is carried out by the Department for the Rights of the Child of the Office of Human Rights Guarantees of the Executive Office of the President. But it should be noted that the website of the Commission for ensuring compliance with international obligations in the field of human rights does not have a report on its monitoring, including the issues of CwD[footnoteRef:4]. The national plan is published only in English,[footnoteRef:5] the state language is Tajik, and Russian is the language of interethnic communication[footnoteRef:6], this monitoring has not been publicly discussed with the parent organizations of the CwD and public organizations of the PwD. [4:    https://khit.tj/?page_id=204]  [5:  https://khit.tj/rus/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Government-PoA-on-UNCRC-CO3-OP1-OP2-2018-2022-ENG.pdf]  [6:  Article 2 Constitution of the RT //https://mfa.tj/ru/main/tadzhikistan/konstitutsiya] 

Tajikistan has adopted a National Action Plan for the preparation of the Republic Tajikistan for the ratification and implementation of the CRPD for the period up to 2024, approved by Government Decree No. 116 dated 02/27/2020. This Plan has not been monitored. An analysis of the activities of the Plan showed that for the most part it has not been implemented. Changes to the legislation have not been made in compliance with CRPD, issues of accessibility to all public buildings and institutions, infrastructure remained unresolved[footnoteRef:7]. Within the framework of this Plan, the state program "Accessible Environment" for 2021-2025 was adopted, approved by Government Decree No. 52 dated 02/27/2021. Experts say that the program will most likely not be implemented, since it does not contain specific steps for its implementation, a specific deadline and what will happen if these measures are implemented, and the responsible persons and departments for its implementation are not specified.[footnoteRef:8] [7:  More detailed: https://asiaplustj.info/ru/news/tajikistan/society/20210618/tadzhikistan-ne-dlya-invalidov-zdes-im-nelzya-polzovatsya-dazhe-avtobusami]  [8:   The same place] 

The national action plan for the implementation of the recommendations of the consolidated third to fifth periodic reports of Tajikistan on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child for the period 2018-2022 does not reflect the decisions of the recommendations of the Committee on CwD, with the exception of improving statistical reporting on persons under 18, including disability[footnoteRef:9]. [9:   https://khit.tj/?page_id=204] 

Over the past three years, the country has adopted a number of important strategic documents in the field of human rights protection, juvenile justice reform and human rights education[footnoteRef:10]. But these programs did not address the issues of the rights of PwD and CwD, their needs and requirements, which indicates to an ongoing medical disability model. [10:   National strategy of the RT in the field of human rights over period up to 2038 approved by the Decree of the Government of RT from the August 5th 2023, № 357(https://continent-online.com/Document/?doc_id=38344474#pos=18;-49 ); Uducation program in the field of human rights for  2022-2026, approved bt the Decree of the Government of RT from December 30th 2021, № 565 (http://www.adlia.tj/show_doc.fwx?Rgn=141102 ); The program of reforming the justice system for children for 2023-2025 and the Action Plan for it, approved by the decree of the Government of the RT from June «30» 2023, №310 (https://asiaplustj.info/ru/news/tajikistan/society/20240429/v-tadzhikistane-detei-narushivshih-zakon-bolshe-ne-budut-sudit )
] 

2. [bookmark: _Toc183876318]Definition of Child with disability. 
[bookmark: _Hlk163904802]The concept of a disabled child is presented in the Law of the Republic Tajikistan "On the Protection of the Rights of the child". This concept, like the concept of a disabled person in the Law of the Republic Tajikistan "On Social Protection of persons with disabilities", links disability to a health disorder and considers it necessary to indicate the possible causes of its occurrence (injury, diseases, defects), instead of focusing on barriers preventing people with disabilities from participating in life (and, accordingly, the need to eliminate them). The definitions in these laws focus on the need for their social protection, which runs through the entire law on social protection of persons with disabilities, and is reflected in the very title of the Law, but not the observance of their rights. The Law on the Social Protection of Persons with Disabilities does not focus special attention on children with disabilities, but indicates that this is a person under the age of 18 who is disabled.
3. [bookmark: _Toc183876319]Official disability and its registration 
[bookmark: _Hlk180924321]Despite the fact that there are laws prohibiting discrimination against PwD and providing for their social support, there are regulatory barriers for all PwD, including CwD. These barriers are associated with the official registration of PwD and CwDs in the state social protection system. Without obtaining disability status for a certain group (first, second and third groups), CwD cannot receive social support from the Government and count on benefits in the education, health and labor systems.
[bookmark: _Hlk163904442]According the Statistic Agency at the end of 2022 persons with disability in Tajikistan (hereinafter referred to as PwD) are registered 159146 people in the social protection authorities out of which 32 382 children with disability[footnoteRef:11]. In reality the number of similar children might be higher, since not all parents of these children apply to the agencies of social protection.  The population of Tajikistan  as of January 1, 2023, it amounted to 10 million 011 thousand people[footnoteRef:12]. Correspondingly, the PwD in Tajikistan, according to the Ministry of Health and Social Protection of the Republic Tajikistan (hereinafter MHSP), is 1.6%, and the CwD is 0.32%. Although world statistics show that 650 million people, which is about 10 percent of the world's population, are disabled,[footnoteRef:13] and 240 million are children with disability[footnoteRef:14]. This is partially recognized by the National Education Development Strategy for the period up to 2030. This is how the problems associated with the difference in the counting of children with disabilities in the Information System of the Department of Education (ISDE) and in the minutes of the school records management are noted. "The school management believes that these differences in statistical reporting are present partly due to the fact that only children whose developmental disabilities are documented are taken into account in the ISDE [footnoteRef:15]. A comparison of global and national disability data casts doubt on the data of the social protection authorities of the Republic Tajikistan. Therefore, the registered disability does not give a real picture of the disability of PwD in Tajikistan. [11:   Statistical collection "Health care in the Republic of Tajikistan". Agency for Statistics under the President of the Republic of Tajikistan. 2023]  [12:   The birth rate is getting higher, the land is getting smaller Аrchive copy  from July 12.2021 at Wayback Machine Media group «ASIA-Plus» (Dushanbe, Tajikistan)]  [13:   http://surl.li/tittb]  [14:  http://surl.li/titsa ]  [15:  The item of the National Strategy for the Development of Education of the Republic of Tajikistan (NSDE) for the period up to 2030 -Dushanbe, 2020. p.44.] 

At the moment, the following factors are noted that affect to the "invisibility" of PwD and CwD in society:
(1) Social norms and stereotypes;
(2) The institutional and legal norms under which the PwD must annually confirm their disability.
(3) Bureaucracy and the payment of all diagnostic tests for the diagnosis of disability for the first time and subsequently for re-examination.
According to experts, there is still a trend in Tajikistan in which PwD are sometimes hidden in the homes by their relatives and family members. Parents may also try to hide children with disabilities– or that their children have disabilities – because this may interfere with the marriage prospects of their non-disabled children due to their fear that people will not want to marry someone from a family with "disabilities"[footnoteRef:16]. [16: Daniel Mon. (2014) Mapping children with disabilities who do not attend school. Technical Guide // UNICEF. https://goo.su/fI5bP] 

In paragraph 26 of the Government's National Report, it is noted that the Ministry of Education and Science (hereinafter MES) has improved the system of collecting and analyzing data on children with a special focus on vulnerable children, including children with disabilities, and the data are available in the annual collection "Education in the Republic of Tajikistan". But the link indicated in the report does not give general access to the specified collection, in addition, the Agency for Statistics under the President of the Republic Tajikistan (hereinafter AS) stopped posting statistical collections in free access on its website, it began to sell these collections only in printed form for a fee. There is no data on PwD in them. The collection on education does not contain data on the educating of CwD in the general education system, only students in boarding schools, including special needs boarding schools (for children with physical and mental disabilities), are indicated. So, in the 2022/2023 academic year, in these schools there were 2,393 students, out of which 754 of them were girls. 
[bookmark: _Toc183876320]Recommendations to the chapters 1-3:
- Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability
- Provide a definition of disability in accordance with international human rights law;
- To adopt a new law "On the rights of persons with disabilities", based on human rights and taking into account the characteristics of CwD;
- State programs on children and human rights include the special needs of rights of PwD and CwD.

- Strengthen the work of the Ombudsman on the issues of Protection against Discrimination of CwD and create conditions for barrier-free treatment of PwD and CwD both to the Ombudsman and to other Government bodies;
- Collect and publish publicly available, including electronically accessible, comprehensive statistics on disability, divided by gender, age, type of disability and nationality. These statistics should contain accurate information about all public institutions for CwD and CwD, such as special boarding schools and care homes.
- Ensure that internationally recognized physical, sensory, mental and intellectual disabilities are included in the list of medical indications for obtaining the disability.
- To prepare and publish an official list of permitted measures and appropriate procedures for physical restraint and related procedures in semi-closed institutions.
- Cancel the procedure for re-examination of disability; 
- Make the procedure for obtaining disability completely free of charge.
4. [bookmark: _Toc183876321]General principles. 
In the Law "On the Protection of the Rights of the Child", a separate chapter is devoted to the CwD. The law contains the principle of non-discrimination on the basis of health.  But this law does not mention anything about the right of a child, both with disabilities and anyone else, to preserve their individuality.
In the article  45 of the Law the rights of a disabled child are listed to a decent life on an equal basis with "healthy" children[footnoteRef:17] in conditions conducive to active involvement in society, to education, choice of activity and profession, and freedom from discrimination.   [17:   The juxtaposition of disability and health is noted, implying that a child with a disability is sick] 

It should not go without mention the serious shortcomings of the Law of the Republic Tajikistan "On the protection of the rights of the child", which do not allow a child with disabilities to exercise their rights. For example, on the one hand, the law speaks about the equality of children on an equal basis with other children and does not allow discrimination against them, but on the other hand focuses on their physical and intellectual capabilities instead of guaranteeing individual support, inclusion and accessibility. The wording of the duties of local executive bodies of the Government and self-government bodies of settlements on taking measures for education, vocational training, choice of occupation and employment of disabled children "taking into account the state of health, their requirements and capabilities", set out in Article 46 of the Law, imposes on the authorities subjective and arbitrary powers to decide how far CwD  can enjoy their own human rights. 
Instead, the Government should impose an obligation on the relevant authorities to create an accessible environment with a universal design for the purpose of leaning opportunities, vocational training, choice of appropriate occupation and employment of people with disabilities, taking into account their individuality[footnoteRef:18]. [18:  Larisa Alexandrova, Yanina Arsenyeva, Fatima Shamsutdinova. Analysis of Tajikistan's legislation for compliance with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Dushanbe. 2019] 

Article 3 of the Law "On the Protection of the Rights of the Child" states that the State policy on the protection of the child`s rights is a priority area in the activity of State bodies. One of the ways of which is to recognize the advantages of the rights, freedoms and legitimate interests of children with disabilities, orphans and children left without parental care, in order to ensure decent conditions for their education and upbringing. It is impossible to assess the mechanisms for implementing the principle of respect for the opinion of a child with disabilities, since by-laws that should regulate the provision of services for CWD at home or in public institutions are not available for analysis either in the database of normative acts of the Ministry of Justice [footnoteRef:19]or on the website of the Ministry of Health[footnoteRef:20] .  [19:   http://portali-huquqi.tj/publicria/ibtido.php]  [20:  https://moh.tj/ru/soczialnaya-zashhita/] 

The country has adopted a Strategy for the development of social protection of the population of the Republic Tajikistan for the period up to 2040[footnoteRef:21], in which the medical approach to disability issues is ongoing, and does not reflect the issue of taking into account the opinion of a child with disabilities and, in general, the rights of PwD and CwD . [21:   By Decree of Government of RT from November 29th 2022, №577 (https://continent-online.com/Document/?doc_id=32779407 )] 

Article 14 of the RT Law "On the Protection of the Rights of the Child" states that every child has the right to freedom of speech and expression of his opinion. The child's right to express an opinion is not limited due to his age. The child should be given the opportunity to express his or her opinion in a form that is desirable for him or her within the framework of Tajik legislation. Unfortunately, the Law of the Republic Tajikistan "On Education" does not reflect this principle in the education system. About the development of the inclusive education system will be noted in the relevant section. But children with disabilities are often deprived of the choice of the place of education, and also, when the question arises about making decisions about the fate of a child with a disability, adults make decisions for him, more often those who are without disability, especially if it concerns children with mental disabilities. Thus, the Law of the Republic Tajikistan "On Social Services" applies not only a charitable approach to disability, but also in Article 12, a person who has lost his legal capacity does not have the opportunity to refuse placement in an inpatient institution, as there is no opportunity to make any other decision regarding his residence, services received, employment or education [footnoteRef:22].   [22:  Larisa Alexandrova, Yanina Arsenyeva, Fatima Shamsutdinova. Analysis of Tajikistan's legislation for compliance with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.Dushanbe. 2019] 

The National Study on Adolescents and Youth (Needs and Needs Assessment) conducted by the Center for Strategic Studies under the President of the Republic Tajikistan and UNICEF in 2018 showed that 85.7% of adolescents (15-19 years old) in Tajikistan do not know any child rights. And the independence of teenagers in matters of marriage is at a low level. Even among adult teenagers, less than half can choose their own future spouse. Only 28% of vulnerable adolescents can make a decision on such an issue on their own, including CwD[footnoteRef:23]. [23:  http://surl.li/hcajwk 
] 

[bookmark: _Toc183876322]Recommendations to the chapter 4:
- All by-laws regulating the activities of working with children with disabilities should contain mechanisms for implementing the principle of taking into account the best interests of a child with disabilities and are publicly available;
- To amend the Law "On the Protection of the Rights of the Child", taking into account the principle of respect for the opinion of the child, including the СwD and exclude the medical approach towards CwD;
- To introduce into the Law on Social Services the concept of prioritization of the provision the social services at the place of residence in order to prevent isolation and segregation of citizens, including CwD from the local community; to guarantee the provision of hospital services only in extreme cases if measures for services at the place of residence have been tried and proved ineffective; to take measures so that admission to the hospital was the least prolonged;
– provide parents with the freedom to choose services at their place of residence or in inpatient facilities, taking into account the opinion of the child; if they refuse to be placed in an institution, provide services at their place of residence corresponding to the cost of their potential inpatient care;
5. [bookmark: _Toc183876323]Civil rights and freedom 
[bookmark: _Toc183876324]The right to seek for, receive and share information 
It should be noted that in order to seek for and receive information, it is necessary to have access to it. Such access is limited for deaf or hearing impaired children, as well as for blind children. 
Article 24 of the Law "On Social Protection of Persons with Disabilities" recognizes sign language as a means of interpersonal communication for people with disabilities, but not as the official State language of people who cannot hear. State-owned television and commercial media do not use sign language when broadcasting TV shows. Teaching children with hearing impairments in general schools is complicated by the fact that there are not enough sign language specialists in general, and teachers do not speak this language and they are not taught this. Therefore, parents are forced to send such children to special boarding schools located far from home[footnoteRef:24]. [24:  https://www.asiaplustj.info/ru/news/tajikistan/society/20231209/istoriya-desyataya-kak-v-tadzhikistane-diskriminiruyut-neslishatshih-zhentshin ] 

Children with visual impairments have a similar problem with access to information, and consequently to the right to information and its search. In Tajikistan, the number of blind people at the end of 2018 is about 10 thousand people, of which 8.5 thousand are people over the age of 18, the rest are children and adolescents[footnoteRef:25]. By 2023, according to official statistics, more than 15 thousand people with complete or partial vision loss already live in Tajikistan[footnoteRef:26]. [25:  https://asiaplustj.info/news/tajikistan/society/20190505/kto-i-kak-v-tadzhikistane-uchit-invalidov-po-zreniyu-hodit ]  [26:  https://asiaplustj.info/ru/news/tajikistan/society/20241117/raboti-net-pensii-na-zhizn-ne-hvataet-kakie-trudnosti-ispitivayut-nezryachie-v-tadzhikistane] 

By Government Decree No. 256 dated May 30, 2018, Tajikistan joined the Marrakesh Treaty on Facilitating Access to Published Works for the Blind and Visually Impaired or Other Persons with Disabilities to Perceive Printed Information. Unfortunately, this agreement is not being fulfilled, since for blind children there are not even large-font or Braille-printed alphabets, not to mention other educational materials that are also necessary for visually impaired children. The Ministry of Education and Science hopes for the National Society of the Blind in this matter and asks them to find donors to publish educational materials for blind children.
[bookmark: _Toc183876325]Recommendations:
- Adopt law «About state sign language»;
· The Committee on Television and Radio under Government of RT to introduce the programs on sign language for children with hearing impairments;
· The Ministry of Education and Science and the Ministry of Culture should ensure the dissemination of educational materials and publicly available educational literature for blind and visually impaired children in large print and in Braille in schools, libraries and other cultural public places; 
-  Systematically provide training to law enforcement officers, courts on conducting inquiries, interviewing children with special needs, including physical, sensory and mental ones. 
- To consider in the Law “On Protection of the child`s rights” the right for children, including children with disabilities, to recovery and reintegration if they have been subjected to torture or ill-treatment. All services must be provided at the expense of the Government.  
[bookmark: _Toc183876326]6. Accessibility of the public transport and buildings 
Article 25 of the Law of the Republic Tajikistan "On Social Protection of Persons with disabilities" obliges state authorities, self-government bodies of towns and villages, and other organizations to create conditions for PwD for unhindered access to social infrastructure facilities, public transport, information, and more.
As the survey of PwD conducted by the Statistics Agency shows, 52.8% indicated that public transport (bus/trolleybus) was completely inaccessible, and 18.5% noted that it was rather inaccessible[footnoteRef:27]. The accessibility of buildings, houses and institutions in Dushanbe and other cities of Tajikistan is often the subject of discussion on social networks and national Mass media. Public buildings, shops, pharmacies, schools, hospitals, multistory buildings, government offices, and even bus stops are not accessible to PwD, and not only, they are not accessible to the elderly, for parents with strollers, etc.[footnoteRef:28]. [27:  The result of a comprehensive study of the situation of people with disabilities. The project "Updating the national statistical system of Tajikistan". Statistics Agency under the President of the Republic of Tajikistan. January 1st 2023.  http://surl.li/rxfkf  ]  [28:  https://asiaplustj.info/ru/news/tajikistan/society/20231203/dushanbe-ne-dlya-invalidov-i-ne-dlya-mam-i-dazhe-ne-dlya-starikov] 

[bookmark: _Toc183876327]Recommendations to the chapter:
- The state standards of the Republic Tajikistan in architecture and construction should be based on the application of universal design, and not ramps to new buildings;
- The prosecutor's office bodies systematically carry out prosecutor's supervision over compliance with the construction standards for the needs of PwD and CwD when putting new public, social buildings and multistory buildings into operation with the involvement of public organizations of PwD and parent organizations of CwD.
[bookmark: _Toc183876328]7. Violence, abuse and neglect
Tajikistan has several laws aimed at protecting children from violence, including "On the Protection of the rights of the child", "On the responsibility of parents for the education and upbringing of children", "On the Prevention of domestic Violence", "On Education", as well as the Family and Criminal Codes of Tajikistan.
Recently, the Tajik Parliament expanded legal guarantees aimed at protecting children from violence. For example, in January 2024, article 11(1) was added to the Law on the Protection of the Rights of the Child, which prohibits the use of violence or threats of its use.
In 2021, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Labor, the Office of the Ombudsman and the Committee on Women and Family Affairs under the Government of the Republic Tajikistan developed and approved procedures for dealing with children's complaints. The specifics of the issues of dealing with the CwD and partially were reflected only in the complaint procedure of the ministries and the Ombudsman[footnoteRef:29] [29:  "My life stopped after marriage" A study on the epidemic of domestic violence against women in Tajikistan. February 2024. International Partnership for Cooperation on Human Rights, PF "Nota bene", PF "Your choice", of "Legal Initiative"] 

The issues of protection from violence the PwD in general and in particular CwD are not specifically reflected in the Law of the Republic Tajikistan "On Social Protection of persons with disabilities". The Special Law of the Republic of Tajikistan "On the Prevention of domestic violence" does not consider children in general and CwD in particular, including children who witness violence, as victims of domestic violence with their own specific needs and requirements. The Law on the Protection of Children's Rights also does not consider child witnesses of violence as victims, as well as issues of abuse and neglect, especially with regard to CwD as a form of child abuse. The procedural codes also do not prescribe special procedural rules for the treatment of CwD during the consideration of criminal and administrative cases that are initiated in connection with violence against children or when children witness violence. 
Tajikistan has not conducted a full-scale study on the prevalence of violence against PwD, including WwD and CwD. There are also no official statistics on this issue. Some studies confirm the frequent use of cruel punishments against children in the world and in Tajikistan: According to a global UNICEF study conducted in 2017, more than two thirds of 2-4-year-old children in Tajikistan have faced some form of violent disciplinary action in the last month, almost 17% have been subjected to cruel physical punishment in the last month, 17% of the population aged 15 and over believe that physical punishment is necessary for the proper upbringing or education of children, one in five children under the age of four has witnessed domestic violence to which their mothers have been subjected (physical, sexual or psychological abuse by their husband or partner) in the last 12 months[footnoteRef:30]. The issues of violence against CwD are not reflected separately in this study. [30:  UNICEF, Familiar face: Violence in the life of children and teenagers, New-York, 2017.,
p. 21, https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2017-10/apo-nid117106.pdf] 

A study conducted by the IPHR in 2023 cites the opinion of experts and activists on the vulnerability of women and girls with disabilities to violence. Experts note that many of them are socially isolated because their families do not allow them to leave their homes because of the "shame" they can bring upon their families. Domestic violence (including sexual violence) it is hidden even more carefully than in other cases, because these women and girls have no one to turn to. Women with disability and children with disability, victims of violence rarely contact specialized NGOs or the police. Moreover, police officers are not trained to interview people with mental disorders and reportedly do not accept their statements and evidence based on discriminatory assumptions that "they tend to lie."[footnoteRef:31].  [31:  see also chapter about women with disability in the joint alternative report on
CEDAW, developed by Equality Now, Women lawyers for development and your choice, December 2023, p. 10.] 

Shelters are not equipped to meet the needs of WwD and CwD. There are no psychiatric services in Tajikistan that meet international standards. 
[bookmark: _Toc183876329]Recommendations:
-  Take special measures to protect CwD, including campaigns to destigmatize PwD and CwD, the creation of day care facilities for CwD over the age of 18 and barrier-free access to all public institutions (including educational institutions);
- Amend the country's procedural codes so that PwD and CwD can freely apply to the courts, police and prosecutor's offices for protection of their rights;
-  provide systematic training for judges, police officers and prosecutors in understanding disability based on human rights and communication skills with PwD and CwD.
- on a legislative basis, create mechanisms that take into account the needs of PwD and CwD in case of situations of violence;
-  conduct a full-scale study on the prevalence of violence against PwD, including CwD;
[bookmark: _Toc183876330]8. Right of CwD to be raised in the family 
The Law “On Protection of the Child`s Rights” contradicts international legal principles regarding the rights of children with disabilities in relation to family life, which is disclosed in article 9 of the CCR and articles 19 and 23 (3) and (4) of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. First part of Article 34 of the Law states that in the absence of opportunities for upbringing in the family, orphans and children left without parental care are placed in educational, foster-homes, medical and other similar institutions. The practice of placing children with disabilities in "institutions" is unequivocally condemned by the UN Committees on the Rights of the Child and on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
The only mechanism mentioned in the legislation that could meet modern standards for providing children left without parental care with an environment closest to family is contained in Article 44 of the Law of the Republic of Tajikistan "On the Protection of the Rights of the Child" and Article 124 of the Family Code, which mentions the institution of a patronage family (educator). Nevertheless, the reference rule regarding the work of the patronage family to the "legislation of the Republic of Tajikistan" makes the implementation of this mechanism impossible today, since there is no mechanism for the implementation of this rule. 
Inclusive education is poorly applied in secondary schools of the Republic Tajikistan. CwD are not accepted into schools where there are no such programs and trained teachers to work with CwD, and most of them, especially in rural areas. In such a situation, in order CwD to receive the compulsory secondary education, parents are forced to send their children to boarding schools for the deaf, blind, etc., which also does not comply with p. 23 (3) (4) of the Convention of the Rights of Children.
[bookmark: _Toc183876331]Recommendations:
- To adopt the legal and administrative mechanisms for development of institute of patronage families in the country, taking into consideration the needs and requirement of CwD. 
[bookmark: _Toc183876332]9. Basic health services and well-being 
[bookmark: _Toc183876333]9.1. Early detection and early intervention
The Law "On Social Protection of the Disabled" provides for the development of an individual rehabilitation program for each person with a disability. Unfortunately, the implementation of an Individual Rehabilitation Program was not included in the National Rehabilitation Program for the Disable people (2017-2020), and in practice, individual rehabilitation programs were not implemented[footnoteRef:32]. A small-scale study in the Sughd region showed that the majority of PwD do not have an individual rehabilitation program for a disabled person (IRP). Only a minimal number of respondents reported that their children have IRP[footnoteRef:33]. [32:   Larisa Alexandrova, Yanina Arsenyeva, Fatima Shamsuddinova. Analysis of Tajikistan's legislation for compliance with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Dushanbe. 2019]  [33:  Madina Usmanova. Small-scale study "Access of people with disabilities to health services in Sughd region". NGO "Parents of children with developmental problems". Khujand 2019.] 

It should be noted that the law "On Social Protection of Persons with Disabilities" does not provide for early intervention for children with disabilities and, in general, there is no such concept in the law with which children could improve their life skills and social adaptation. A small number of public organizations are mainly involved in early intervention programs. NGO funds are limited, as they mostly operate on a grant basis. "Parents of children with disabilities do not have access to information about modern methods and technologies of education and rehabilitation of children, which leads to an earlier occurrence of secondary complications in the child, exacerbating the unfavorable psychological climate in the family. In many cases, it becomes inevitable for a child to be placed in a specialized boarding school or to be isolated in a family, which leads to a decrease in children's motivation to assert themselves and strive for an independent, fulfilling life," the director of one of these organizations notes[footnoteRef:34]. [34:   https://old.asiaplustj.info/ru/news/tajikistan/society/20150918/ot-rannei-pomoshchi-do-inklyuzii] 

[bookmark: _Toc183876334]Recommendations to the chapter 9.1.:
- The new law on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities should include a section on early detection of disability and early intervention.
-  Increase budget funds to ensure that children with disabilities are fully covered by individual rehabilitation programs;
- To create early intervention rooms at each health center on a state system basis with full funding.
- Train early intervention specialists on an ongoing basis, using the experience of local NGOs.
[bookmark: _Toc183876335]9.2. Social support of CwD and their parents  
The article 46 of the Law "On Protection of the Child`s Rights" states that one of the parents is provided with benefits established by law, but there is no such legislation and in practice there are no such benefits. The lack of parental support violates Articles 2 and 23 of the CCR. It is also a negative fact that the new law of RT "On equality and elimination of all forms of discrimination" does not provide for such a concept as discrimination by association and protection from such discrimination, although this concept was included in the draft of this law. 
Families with disabled child can receive social benefits as part of targeted social assistance if they are recognized as a low-income family according to the Law of RT “On targeted social assistance”. The amount of the allowance for 2024 is 576 somoni (52.6 USD[footnoteRef:35]) and is paid quarterly in the amount of 144 somoni (13 USD). The status of the poor is reviewed annually.  [35:   https://nbt.tj/ru/] 

[bookmark: _Hlk163913615]According to the Decree of the President of the RT dated February 6, 2023, No. 526., the amount of the social pension for CwD is 250 somoni from July 1st, 2023. In addition, they receive allowances in the amount of 50% of their basic pension[footnoteRef:36]. Thus, payments should amount to 375 somoni ($34 USD[footnoteRef:37]), which is not enough for a child with a disability, provided that he constantly needs medical support, and more costs for his care. A study conducted by the Statistics Agency indicated that in families having children with disabilities, child care, development, preparation for school, etc. from 60% and above falls on the shoulders of the child's mother[footnoteRef:38].  [36:  Article 39. Insurance and State pension allowances//The Law of the Republic of Tajikistan No. 595 "On Insurance and State Pensions//Akhbori Majlisi Oli of the Republic of Tajikistan, 2010 г., №1, ст. 19]  [37:   https://nbt.tj/tj/kurs/kurs.php rate of National Bank of RT for  May 01, 2024]  [38:   The result of a comprehensive study of the situation of people with disabilities. The project "Updating the national statistical system of Tajikistan". Statistics Agency under the President of the Republic of Tajikistan. January 1st 2023.  http://surl.li/rxfkf  ] 

[bookmark: _Toc183876336]Many mothers of CwD are forced to stay at home because of the serious diagnosis of the child. The Government does not recognize caring for a disabled child as paid work for their mothers or persons replacing them, which leads to even greater vulnerability for both children with disabilities and their mothers. 
Recommendations to the chapter 9.2:
To recognize the parental care for their child with a disability as the paid work of a social worker and pay their wages;
- Provide training for parents who take care of their children at home.
[bookmark: _Toc183876337]9.3. Access to healthcare services 
Over the past three years, no comprehensive studies have been conducted on the availability of medical services, medicines, and rehabilitation facilities for children with disabilities in the Republic of Tajikistan.
There is a constant shortage of funding for the public health system. Despite the fact that, according to the law, PwD are entitled to free medical treatment, in practice, doctors often require informal fees. There is a lack of support for the treatment of people with disabilities in private clinics, in cases where public health institutions cannot provide the necessary treatment[footnoteRef:39].  [39:  International Partnership for Human Rights. Persons with disabilities in Tajikistan: Obstacles to participation in society. December 2018] 

There is a high level of disability-based stigma among medical staff. Doctors often recommend having an abortion if there is a suspicion that a child may be born with a certain form of disability, for example, when close relatives have a disability. Genetic analysis and other diagnostic methods are very expensive and inaccessible to the majority of the population.
In a small-scale study in Sughd province, in the north of the country, 100 parents of children with disabilities were interviewed, 16 of them men and 84 women. According to the survey, more than half of children suffer from cerebral palsy and pathologies of the musculoskeletal system.
When applying to a state medical institution, most parents of children with disabilities faced the following difficulties and barriers: 
- Physical barriers related to access to a medical facility. 
- The lack of adaptation of the interior of the medical facility to the needs of a child with a disability. 
- The claim of payment for the services provided. 
- The doctor's lack of skills in providing medical services for CwD.
- they give out only cheap medicines, which are not always effective and only once a year;
- Rude attitude of the medical staff[footnoteRef:40].  [40:  Madina Usmanova. Small-scale study "Access of people with disabilities to health services in Sughd region". NGO "Parents of children with developmental problems". Khujand 2019.
] 

[bookmark: _Toc183876338]Recommendations to the chapter 9.3:
-  Provide an accessible physical and information environment for CwD and PwD taking into account various forms of disability. 
- To ensure the practical implementation of an individual rehabilitation program for a disabled person (IRP) in all regions of the Republic Tajikistan.
-Provide healthcare institutions with special devices and equipment for access of PwD and CwD to healthcare services. 
- Provide gynecological offices with adapted equipment for the examination and medical care of women and girls with disabilities
- To ensure practical access of PwD and CwD to preferential medical services and receipt of free medicines.
- conduct systematic training of medical professionals in non-discriminatory ethical treatment of patients with disabilities, and in general disability issues, taking into account human rights.
[bookmark: _Toc183876339]10. Right for inclusive education  
In September 2020, the Government has adopted the National Strategy for the Development of Education in Tajikistan until 2030, in which the main goal is to create an effective education system that promotes inclusive and equal opportunities for the development of creativity, intellectual development, employment and improving the well-being of the population of the Republic of Tajikistan[footnoteRef:41]. The National strategy takes a fairly comprehensive approach in taking into account the principle of inclusivity in preschool and general secondary education. [41:  The National Strategy for the Development of Education of the Republic of Tajikistan for the period up to 2030, approved by government Decree of Republic Tajikistan from September 29, 2020 №526] 

As a mechanism for implementing the principle of inclusivity of the RT Law "On Education" dated July 22, 2013 No. 1004[footnoteRef:42], the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic Tajikistan (MES) developed and approved the "Regulations on the organization of inclusive education for children with disabilities in educational institutions of the Republic Tajikistan" and "Regulations on the organization of home schooling for children with disabilities in RT". [42:   https://base.spinform.ru/show_doc.fwx?rgn=61988 in the reduction of Law of RT from 01.03.2024 №2044] 

An analysis of the above mechanisms indicates both discriminatory normative vocabulary in relation to CwD and to the fact that without appropriate state support, without a targeted state program for the phased transition of all schools to inclusive education, the implementation of inclusive education in general education institutions is impossible in these conditions. Such support is absent in the National Strategy for the Development of Education until 2030 and in other education programs.
In 2017, the Ministry of Education and Science, with the financial support of UNICEF, established 49 resource centers in secondary schools of the country. These resource centers have been created for methodological support and support of children with disabilities in the learning process and their adaptation to secondary schools.
In 2021, the monitoring of resource classes for CwD in Tajikistan for compliance with universal design and international standards on rights of CwD to inclusive, high-quality education showed that out of 49, 13 schools do not have resource classes. The conclusion is as follows: 26% of donor funds remained inefficiently spent. Monitoring of the remaining resource classes showed that 60% or more have various physical barriers and do not meet the requirements of an inclusive educational environment.
In 2002 the monitoring of infrastructure accessibility in 50 secondary schools of 10 regions and cities of Sugd province was conducted. The monitoring of accessibility of secondary schools showed that 50% of schools are inaccessible for CwD, and toilets at schools are 100% inaccessible for CwD and in 88% of schools the toilets are located outside, in the school yards isolated from the main place of study.  
Another study conducted in one of the cities of Sughd region showed that 1/3 of the girls and women with disabilities surveyed cannot read and write, although some of them received home-based education[footnoteRef:43]. [43:  The study was conducted by NGO "Safoi Kanibadam" in Kanibadam, Sughd region, 2014. 50 women with disabilities participated in the survey.] 

The education and training of children with disabilities at home is carried out by teachers of the general category who do not have special knowledge and skills to work with children with disabilities, since there are no special programs for teaching children with disabilities in the Republic of Tajikistan that require an individual approach for each category of children with disabilities, taking into account the individual characteristics of each child with disabilities. There are also no training and advanced training programs for educators and teachers, as well as methodological recommendations for working with CwD[footnoteRef:44]. [44:  Analysis of the Republic of Tajikistan's implementation of some of the Concluding Recommendations of the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, NGO Bureau for Human Rights and Rule of Law, 2014.] 

As noted above, schools do not have educational materials for blind children, as well as educational and visual materials for children with mental disabilities. 
[bookmark: _Toc183876340]Recommendations:
- To create an accessible environment and conditions in preschools, schools, universities, other educational institutions, dormitories of institutes, etc. for obtaining education by PwD and CwD. 
Comprehensively review legislation in the field of education, taking into account the practical application of the principle of inclusive quality education for children with various forms of disability;
 To ensure the practical implementation of the National Strategy for the Development of Education until 2030 in the aspect of integrated inclusive education.
- Adopt a state program on comprehensive inclusive education for the period up to 2030 with a plan for its implementation.
- Provide systematic training of specialists in teaching children with different forms of disability; 
- Promote greater obtaining of CwD the primary, secondary and higher professional education.
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