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Mr. Chairman, 

Distinguished members of the Committee on Migrant Workers,

On behalf of our delegation, I thank you for this call to a constructive dialogue on 3rd Periodic Report on the Philippines’ implementation of the CMW.

We are honored not only to represent our country in this engagement, but to exchange views with such an esteemed group of international experts on migrant workers’ rights. 
The takeaways are substantial. 
You have reminded us of the need to constantly engage civil society, uphold the rights of inbound migrants in our own country, and be conscious of the need to protect and shield families, especially children left behind, from the social costs of labor migration. 
You have also raised concerns on the feminization of migration, a concern that we share; and the reason why our whole-of-government approach to building a stronger and more robust economy is focused on addressing this issue at its core.
And on your advice, we will work hard to inform more of our stakeholders about the CMW and the accountability and transparency process that comes with its implementation.

On the other hand, our dialogue gave us an opportunity to convey with pride our best practices – our milestones amid our many challenges – in ensuring that the welfare and security of our overseas migrant workers and their families are promoted, protected and fulfilled.  

We shared specific examples of how various departments and agencies across the Philippine bureaucracy work together as one - in times of crisis – to come to the aid of our overseas Filipino workers.
We informed the Committee about relevant legislation including the law creating the Department of Migrant Workers which is reflective of the core principles behind the Convention as well as the GCM. 
We reported on the Philippine government’s efforts to provide access to justice to aggrieved, distressed overseas workers through the filing of cases onsite against their abusers with the help of our diplomatic posts and with funding provided for by Congress. 

We underscored throughout the past two days the Philippine government’s belief that migrant workers’ rights are human rights and that our State has both the obligation and privilege of caring for them, and for their families.
At the time of their greatest need, we are there. 
Thank you for listening to our views, and also for this opportunity to inform you about the work of our new department, the Department of Migrant Workers.

At the end of this dialogue, we come away reinvigorated knowing that the United Nations, through this Committee, values the contributions of every co-owner of this Convention.  Better still, we assure this Committee that the Philippines will continue to call for more worker-receiving States to ratify the CMW.
Mr. Chairman and distinguished members of the Committee, it was indeed such an honor to have spent two highly productive days with you.  And we await your concluding observations and recommendations to take our partnership on the road.

Thank you.
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