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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Team of the Gender Alternatives Foundation (www.genderalternatives.org) works on pro-active research, education, legal and psycho-social counseling, campaigning and lobbying for legislative changes in the field of gender equality and women's rights. Violence against women and socio-economic rights of women make the main focus of its activities. Given the focus of its work and following its mission to achieve a balanced civil society in the Republic of Bulgaria, ensuring equal chances and equal representation of women and men and of different ethnic groups, in the public and private spheres, the Team prepared a Shadow report for the 75th CEDAW Committee session in 10-28 January 2020. The Team aims at using the report as a tool for holding the Government accountable for the implementation of the CEDAW as well as a tool for advancing women’s human rights in the country.

The report covers six areas of concern, namely: 1. Legal status of the Convention and legislative and institutional framework; 2. Traditional stereotypes; 3. Violence against women; 4. Education; 5. Health; 6. Disadvantaged groups of women. The report also provides a list of recommendations to be taken into account by the CEDAW Committee for the Concluding observations.



І. Legal status of the CEDAW and legislative and institutional framework

1. The CEDAW was ratified by the Republic of Bulgaria on 18.09.1981. It is in force since 10.03.1982. The Convention was published in the State gazette on 02.03.2010. The State signed the Optional Protocol to CEDAW on 06.06.2000 and ratified it on 20.09.2006.
1. It is only through the general educational process when students acquire some knowledge as to the existence and the legal status of the Convention in the national legal system. As for the professional, random training on European and International human rights law, through gender equality and antidiscrimination projects, is provided only by the women’s human rights organizations. 
1. No specialized training has been organized on the Convention, its Optional protocol and its General recommendations. None of the General recommendations has ever been translated officially in Bulgarian language. The Views of the Committee under Communication No20/2008 – V.K. v. Bulgaria, No31/2011 – S.V.P. v. Bulgaria, No32/2011 – Isatou Jallow v. Bulgaria and No99/2016 – S.L. v. Bulgaria, have not been translated as well.
1. No information is available as to which Bulgarian authority is responsible for the implementation of the Convention; no mechanism for implementation and the Committee’s recommendations in general, and under Communication No20/2008 – V.K. v. Bulgaria, NO31/2011 – S.V.P. v. Bulgaria, No32/2011 – Isatou Jallow v. Bulgaria and No99/2016 – S.L. v. Bulgaria in particular, exists in the State party; no State will is expressed in order to create such, thus to ensure the implementation of the Convention itself.

ІІ. Traditional stereotypes

1. There is lack of a State adopted comprehensive approach to overcome traditional stereotypes regarding the roles of women in family and society, including political, legal and awareness-raising measures involving state officials and civil society as well as the Media. 
1. Violence against women is a form of discrimination against women which is most related to cultural stereotypes. It is among the strongest expressions of gender stereotypes and at the same time is the tool used to maintain the defined roles of men and women in society. Therefore, the position of women in the family is the expression of the role attributed to them in the society. 
1. The Protection against Domestic Violence Act (PDVA) does not recognize domestic violence as a gender-based violence which constitutes discrimination against women; the law does not recognize that domestic violence affects women in Bulgaria disproportionately and lessens and nullifies women’s enjoyment of their human rights. Some of the procedures and norms of the Law contribute in practice to the perpetuation of this phenomenon by not treating it according to its specificity and according to the international law requirements.
1. The implementation of the PDVA in Bulgaria very often affirms the unequal position of women in society and, subsequently, in the family. The legal form is one of the main expressions of the social practice, the expression of the real relations of inequality of the two sexes. Law defines the character and creates the institutions of the social relations in the frame of which men and women act, the family acts. The legal system continuously reproduces a concrete ideological concept of the relations between the two sexes which can be defined as patriarchal ideology.
1. The Commission for Protection against Discrimination admitted that the stereotypes, deeply-rooted in the society, are often a serious obstacle for achieving equality between the sexes and stated that in many cases, the seemingly not harmful stereotyped behavior illustrates women and men as incapable and creates negative image leading to violation of their dignity and fundamental human rights, its practice proves that women cannot expect change in the social mentality soon and cannot rely on both the national courts and the commission their rights to non-discrimination to be effectively protected.
1. Specific legislation on gender equality was adopted by the Bulgarian Parliament on 26.04.2016 due to the human rights NGOs efforts and the recommendations of the CEDAW Committee, the Human Rights Committee and those under the Universal Periodic Review mechanism. However, the legislation only affirms the existing structure of gender equality which requires all the institutions to draft and implement gender equality policies but no gender equality body is created in order to protect the rights and interests of the victims of gender based discrimination, no sanctions are provided in case of failure to draft and implement gender equality policies and no finances are provided in order to effectively implement the law.
1. Victims of gender based discrimination do not often address their cases to the national courts and the Commission for Protection against Discrimination. In fact, they rarely seek judicial redress for the violations they suffer because of the well-known deficiencies of the legal system in Bulgaria.

ІІІ. Violence against women

1. The Convention on preventing and combating all forms of violence against women, including domestic violence (the Istanbul Convention) was approved by the Bulgarian government in January 2018, but the plan to pass it for ratification in Parliament stumbled following criticism from the United Patriots Coalition, the Bulgarian Socialist Party and the Orthodox church. On 27.07.2018, the Bulgarian Constitutional Court voted to declare the Convention unconstitutional. In Bulgaria, the Convention critics claim that the Council of Europe document is a Trojan horse aimed at introducing a “third sex” and same-sex marriage.

1. Domestic violence

1. According to the Annual human rights reports of the Bulgarian Helsinki Committee, 29 women were killed in 2017 as victims of domestic violence and 35 women were killed in 2018 as victims of domestic violence. More than 90% of them were killed by their male partners or relatives. Half of them sought support by the State.
1. Under the Penal Code, domestic violence is still not properly recognized as a separate crime. Amendments were introduced in February 2019 but there is a legal requirement for more than two acts of domestic violence to be committed before having the right to initiate a criminal case against the perpetrator. In reality, the State is complicit in the perpetuation of the situation of domestic violence against women.
1. Rape in a family context is not properly recognized as a crime, thus no special support is offered for the women victims of rape, including counseling and rehabilitation.
1. Stalking is not properly criminalized in the Republic of Bulgaria.
1. Psycho-social domestic violence is not criminalized in the Republic of Bulgaria.
1. According to Article 161 (1) of the Penal Code, allegations of domestic violence must be initiated upon a complaint of the aggrieved in cases of light or average bodily harm.
1. Although that in April 2009, the violation of a protection order under the PDVA was criminalized (Art. 296, Penal Code), and was made punishable by imprisonment or a fine, there are only few cases initiated by the Prosecutor’s office in that regard. 
1. The criminal prosecution of domestic violence cases is generally limited to cases where the offender violates the administrative order for protection (Art. 296, paragraph 1 of the Penal Code). Thus, there is low number of cases of domestic violence that are actually brought to justice and sanctioned under the Penal Code.
1. The Protection against Domestic Violence Act was enacted in March 2005. It provides for administrative measures in cases of domestic violence. The Law’s subsequent amendments (December, 2009) have been approved thanks to the efforts of the women’s NGOs. One of the most important amendments has been the provision for national financial support for NGOs activities to combat domestic violence and assist victims. However, no money was provided for its implementation in 2010 and 2017. The amount of less than BGN 500 000 (250 000 EUR) is yearly provided – humiliating amount if international standard had to be followed. 
1. The practice so far, few years after the PDVA was adopted, reveals that besides the positive effect of the new legislation, there are a number of problems arising in the course of work within the established legal framework. Women are still afraid to complain about domestic violence taking into account the stigma that will mark them and the general negative reaction of the society which does not accept “family matters” to be discussed in public, thus they often do not seek judicial protection or, even if they apply to the court, the latter does not offer them adequate protection due to the shortcomings of the Law and the inadequacy of some of its procedures.
1. There is lack of clarity in the PDVA as to which of the parties wears the burden of prove in domestic violence cases which is incompatible with the State’s duty to provide protection against domestic violence and is discriminatory in that the law’s shortcomings impact disproportionately on women.
1. The provision of Article 10, paragraph 1 of the PDVA, stipulating for a one-month time limit for applying for court protection, places undue administrative and legal burden on victims of domestic violence.
1. The Police can neither issue emergency protection orders nor initiate proceedings under the PDVA.
1. The State does not legally recognize the specialized services for domestic violence victims as social services.
1. The State does not offer adequate support for women victims of domestic violence as there is insufficient number of crisis centers in the country.
1. The State does not adopt and/or implement and periodically review and analyse its national legislation to ensure its effectiveness in eliminating violence against women, emphasizing the prevention of violence and the prosecution of offenders.
1. No mandatory training is provided for judges, lawyers and law enforcement personnel on the application of the PDVA.
1. There is lack of State funded and supported research on prevalence, causes and consequences of gender based violence.
1. There is lack of official statistics on the number of domestic violence cases – both criminal and civil, their prevalence and pervasiveness.

1. Trafficking and exploitation of prostitution of women and girls

1. Although under the Criminal Proceedings Code, the victims of trafficking have the right to be legally represented during the criminal proceedings both in their capacity of civil claimant and witness (Articles 75 (1) in fine and 122 (2), the investigation and prosecution authorities do not inform the victims of their right to be legally represented.
1. Although the Victims’ Assistance and Financial Compensation Act provides explicitly for free legal aid to victims of trafficking if “they do not have financial means to pay an attorney, wish to have one and it is in the interest of justice to have one” (Article 23 (2) of the Legal Aid Act in conjunction with Article 10 of the Compensation Act), there has not been any case documented where a victim of trafficking has requested free legal aid.
1. Article 73 (1) of the Criminal Proceedings Code imposes on the court and prosecution authorities a duty to inform the victim of her right to file a claim for compensation of the damages caused as a result of the crime. Pursuant to article 84 (1), the victim may file, in the course of the trial, a civil claim for compensation of the moral and non-moral damages caused and has the right to join the trial as a civil claimant.
1. Although the prosecution and court authorities have a statutory obligation to inform the victims about their right to take part in the trial as civil claimants, it most often remains unclear for the victims what the substance of this right is. The victims do not have information of the reasonable amount of compensation to claim and the appropriate evidence to adduce. Most importantly, the victims are unaware of the possible means to guarantee the actual payment of the compensation awarded, after the verdict becomes final. 
1. The prosecution authorities hardly ever request preliminary measures aimed at guaranteeing the payment of the fine (and possibly the confiscation) which the trafficker will be obliged to pay the State under the final verdict. Such a preliminary measure would benefit the victim as well, for the collection of the compensation, which the trafficker will be obliged to pay her, under the same verdict.
1. If the victim does not file a compensation claim before the criminal court or considers that the compensation awarded does not cover all damages, the victim disposes of another option, namely to claim compensation under the Obligations and Contracts Act to a civil court and the case follows the rules of the Civil Proceedings Code. However, the chances that the victims learn about the possibility to claim compensation under the Civil Proceedings Code are insignificant.
1. Pursuant to Article 3 of the Victims’ Assistance and Financial Compensation Act, financial compensation may be awarded to victims who survived trafficking and have suffered non-moral damages. The law does not provide for financial compensation of moral damages. It only provides for financial compensation of a list of pecuniary damages, enumerated in Article 14. However, most of them are irrelevant for the crime “human trafficking”.
1. In addition, the maximum amount of financial compensation provided in the law – up to EUR 5000 - is insufficient, especially on the background of the value of the assets acquired by the State from the traffickers.

ІV. Education

1. Although the Bulgarian government has adopted many documents in the past 15 years which introduce policies and programs for development and improvement of economic, social and health situation of Roma people, it must be noted that the country’s second biggest minority group is still at the very bottom of all spheres of social organization. The progress in educational reforms is no exception despite the presence of these political frameworks.
1. There is a tendency for increasing the level of illiteracy among Roma.
1. Data collection is a whole discourse in figuring out the number of Roma population in Bulgaria. From here – the exact number of Roma students both in school and university is also uncertain. The data from the National Statistical Institute remains central in defining the number of Roma people in Bulgaria, and in particular the enrolment and dropout rates of Roma girls and boys. However, it is gender neutral. In addition, the data from census 2011 includes no statistics on education, minorities and gender. 
1. When taking into account the gender dimension, the most thorough data is provided by the NGO sector. Muslim Roma girls and boys have the biggest gender difference when it comes to dropping out of school. 
1. Numerous reports explain the dropping out of Roma students and in particular girls with reasons which could be found both in the Roma community, the Bulgarian educational system and social prejudices towards the minorities. Some of the major problems they face are poverty and patriarchal traditions which urge girls to stay at home and help the household, early marriages, parents’ low level of education and lack of understanding the assets of education, no knowledge on the national language, children being raised by grandparents because of parents working abroad, bad infrastructure.
1. The reports also outline the impact of the economic crisis which has affected the bridal fair and one could have found a girl cheaper. Among the “colorful setting”, media also bring to light another concern, namely fears of loss of virginity as a reason for girls to drop out of school. Virginity is also considered the highest virtue of a future bride and a prerequisite for receiving a good price for her.
1. Bulgarian educational system has also a contribution to the dropping out of school of Roma children. According to experts, despite the presence of many political frameworks, there is no complete governmental policy on the processes of integration and desegregation of Roma. The bigger part of the strategies and other related documents have been formally adopted without any plans for their realization. The desegregation policy of Roma in schools is done mechanically and has no effect.
1. Among the educational reasons the major issues are lack of appropriate studying materials for Roma students; lack of subjects in school focusing on ethnic culture; teachers who are not sensitive to Roma culture and traditions.
1. Parallel to that, Bulgarian schools do not involve parents in school activities and do not lead a dialogue with them. The measures they apply to “motivate” them to send their children to school are mainly restrictive for example, by cutting welfare when their children miss out classes. Social prejudices to minority groups are also an obstacle to the integration of Roma.

V. Health

1. Most of the services available for young people are either vertical or sectorial and do not take into account diverse needs and fail to cover simultaneously different sectors. Further, there has been no coordination mechanism for referral.
1. In most of the municipal districts the services directed towards young people are not priority for the local decision makers.   
1. Despite many positive examples and good practices, among which there are the attempts to introduce compulsory sexuality education in schools and to improve the access to youth services and information, the Bulgarian health, social and educational systems are still not flexible enough to respond to the needs of the Bulgarian youth.
1. A detailed analysis of a Summary Report on the access of young people to sexual and reproductive health services unambiguously shows that the young people aged 10-14 from ethnic minorities who live in the rural parts of the country, as well as the persons who are excluded from the social security system, seek and receive limited number of services. The research shows that the typical group that benefits from these kinds of services comprises of young people aged 15 – 24 who define themselves as Bulgarians and live in the cities, have financial resources and a social security.
1. The lack of sufficient perspectives for young people’s future realization contribute to risky behavior in regard of their social and health wellbeing.
1. 60% of the newly registered HIV/AIDS infections in Bulgaria are of young people between 15-29 years old. 21% of the young people aged 16-24 did sex with more than one partner within a month. Half of the Bulgarian youths did their first sex intercourse on 16 years or younger as 39% of them did not use condoms.
1. The level of knowledge on HIV/AIDS is low. According to the UN index on knowledge on HIV/AIDS, the level of awareness in Bulgaria is only 23%. At the same time 8% of the Bulgarian youth has active sexual life before the age of 15. A youth website reveals that Bulgaria ranks second after Russia with high levels of pregnancies and births between the ages of 15-19 years. In 2009, more than 10 000 girls have given birth before turning 20 as nearly 500 of them have been under 15 years of age.
1. Sexuality education is not a compulsory and separate subject in the Bulgarian school curricula.
1. School environment is not suitable for young people to acquire comprehensive sexuality education and the respondents in a Summary report do not even rank it among their reliable sources of information.
1. There is no centralized and unified idea about what sexuality education on contraception, HIV and STIs prevention should be like. There are existing policies but they remain out of the practice of the educational system. The services and education on these topics is mainly provided by the NGO sector.
1. Reports on verbal and physical abuse of women by hospital staff during abortion and delivery are very common in Bulgaria, albeit primarily oral. Therefore, they leave very little trace. Socially, the most typical and omnipresent ill-treatment of labouring women, such as shouting at them, making sarcastic and vulgar remarks, forbidding them to scream, and slapping them, is widely accepted as the natural way of birth.
1. The labouring women are expected to be apologetic and docile. Disobedience may be punished by inflicting unnecessary pain by staff during delivery.
1. Roma women are segregated and ignored.
1. Similar experiences are shared by women who suffered miscarriages or underwent abortions. The women are approached with continuous requests for money during the miscarriage and while in pain; they are threatened, coerced, and shamed. Some report that during abortion, no nurse was present and only male staff. 
1. There is no quantitative data whatsoever in respect of the abuse suffered by women in maternity wards in Bulgaria. There is no comprehensive and specialized research or investigation of this issue, nor are there any successful attempts at strategic litigation as ways of addressing the problem and creating publicity. Only recently, the Media started paying attention to the issue but after the deaths of several women while in labor.

VІ. Disadvantaged groups of women

1. Bulgarian authorities and the courts fail to consider asylum applications in the context of possible gender-related persecution, which constitutes discrimination. The refusal of the State to comply with the modern standards of asylum and refugee law in respect of women’s rights to equal treatment is a serious violation of its procedural obligations.
1. Disadvantaged social categories are exposed to risk of social exclusion.
1. Women victims of gender based violence and discrimination, young women, minority women, rural women, foreign women and migrant women tend to be the most economically dependent in Bulgaria, the most isolated from the society, the most exposed to danger of losing their children in judicial proceedings, they are at risk to be extradited and/or expelled from Bulgaria.
1. The reasons being: language barrier; lack of legitimate personal documents/visas; culture differences; religious reasons; restrictive bilateral legal agreements on family matters; family constraints and traditional norms regarding women's and gender roles; lack of information regarding legislation on equal opportunities and non-discrimination; difficulties in reconciling family and work due, among others, to the lack of accessible social services of caring of dependent family members; lilliteracy or lack of proper education; lack of self-confidence and esteem cultivated; deceases preventing them from social communication and labour realization; minority marginalization; discriminatory attitude of employers; negative image in the Media, etc.

VІІ. Recommendations 

1. The following recommendations cover all six areas of concern outlined in the report and could contribute to the CEDAW Committee Concluding observations.
· Ratify the Convention on preventing and combating all forms of violence against women, including domestic violence (the Istanbul Convention or Convention No210 of the Council of Europe);
· Ratify Protocol 12 to the European Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms;
· Take all the necessary measures to disseminate knowledge of the provisions of the CEDAW, its Optional protocol and its General Recommendations among judges, prosecutors and lawyers to enable them to invoke and apply the Convention in relevant cases;
· Create a gender equality organ under the gender equality legislation, provide financial means for the implementation of the legislation and provide for sanctions for the lack of implementation of the gender equality policies prescribed to be introduced in all the State institutions;
· Adopt comprehensive approach to overcome traditional stereotypes regarding the roles of women in family and society, including political, legal and awareness-raising measures involving state officials and civil society as well as the media;
· Classify properly domestic violence as a criminal offence;
· Classify properly stalking as a criminal offence;
· Classify psycho-social domestic violence as a criminal offence;
· Classify explicitly rape within marriage as a criminal offence;
· Classify all forms of violence within the family as criminal offences (in particular, amend Article 161, paragraph 1 of the Penal Code);
· Amend article 10 (1) of the PDVA so as to remove the one-month time limit and to ensure that protection orders are available without placing undue administrative and legal burdens on applicants;
· Ensure that the provisions in the PDVA ease the burden of proof in favour of the victim by amending the Law accordingly;
· Provide possibility for the Police to initiate proceedings under the PDVA in cases where emergency protection orders are needed;  
· Legally recognize the Counseling centers of the NGOs providing services for domestic violence victims (legal counseling, psycho-social counseling, work with couples, job search consultancy and work with the perpetrators), as social services;
· Adopt a methodology for the work of the Counseling centers in order to ensure equal protection of the victims throughout the country.
· Ensure that a sufficient number of state-funded crisis centers are available to victims of domestic violence and their children, especially in the small cities, villages and remote places;
· Provide shelter without bureaucratic proceedings in the process of application and ensure the crisis centers are not of residential type in order not to re-victimize the people in need forcing them into yet another dependency; 
· Adequately fund and place the responsibility for the management of the domestic violence shelters, hotlines and other related services with NGOs;
· Provide adequate and consistent funding to non-governmental organizations working against domestic violence;
· Make a clear financial commitment to meeting the objectives in the PDVA;
· Ensure that domestic violence cases – both criminal and civil, are systematically investigated, that those responsible are brought to justice and punished, and that adequate compensation is provided to the victims;
· Provide mandatory training for judges, lawyers and law enforcement personnel on the application of the PDVA, including on the definition of domestic violence and on gender stereotypes;
· Continue to work to increase the coordinated community response between police, prosecution, courts, social service, health care providers, NGOs and Media in order to ensure effective implementation of the PDVA, including through adopting a Coordinated mechanism in cases of domestic violence;
· Vigorously pursue its efforts to prevent domestic violence, in particular domestic violence against women, and encourage the victims to report the cases to the authorities;
· Initiate regular gender sensitive monitoring of domestic violence cases – both criminal and civil - and analyse the reasons why they are rarely reported;
· Ensure State funded and supported research on prevalence, causes and consequences of gender based violence;
· Adopt and/or implement and periodically review and analyse its national legislation to ensure its effectiveness in eliminating violence against women, emphasizing the prevention of violence and the prosecution of offenders.
· Gather and provide official statistics on the number of complaints, prosecutions and convictions and the sentences imposed in cases of domestic violence, disaggregated by sex and age of victims and perpetrators;
· Gather and provide official sex-disaggregated statistical data on the number of protection orders issued under the PDVA per year;
· Train the investigation and prosecution authorities to inform the victims of trafficking in human beings of their right to be legally represented;
· Draft a Code of Conduct for Hotline Consultants for victims of trafficking in human beings, including a recommendation to inform the victims of their right to have an attorney in the criminal proceedings;
· Establish, within the bar associations, separate registers for attorneys who wish to provide free legal aid to victims of trafficking in human beings in the criminal proceedings;
· Train the investigation and prosecution authorities to inform the victims of trafficking in human beings properly, in oral conversation and in an understandable language, the substance and the consequences of their right to claim compensation;
· Put in visible places in the buildings of the investigation offices, and also in hospitals, information flayers explaining the victims’ procedural rights; 
· Create TV campaigns against trafficking in human beings, taking into account the considerable number of illiterate women among the victims;
· Amend the Compensation Act as to include financial compensation for moral damages;
· Increase significantly the budget allowed for compensations, granted by the State, accumulating it from the assets, which the State acquires from the traffickers on the basis of final court decisions. 
· Consolidate the motivational background for education and training of minority girls, taking into consideration the differences within the vulnerable groups;
· Adopt and implement a countrywide preventive mechanism for girls under the legal age for marriage through community awareness-raising strategies focusing on the consequences of the practice of early and informal marriage arrangements, and on the rights and duties of the persons involved;
· Adopt legislation ensuring information and access to primary and specialized outpatient assistance for youth;
· Build capacity among the youth in order to use effectively the available youth services in the primary and specialized outpatient assistance;
· Create coordination mechanism for referral;
· Ensure that in the municipal districts the services directed towards young people are of priority for the local decision makers;
· Introduce compulsory sexuality education in schools and improve the access to youth services and information;
· Up-date the existing policies in the educational system in the areas of sexual and reproductive health and rights;
· Investigate the issue of abuse of women in hospitals through direct visits;
· Enforce penalties for hospital staff who abuse women during childbirth, miscarriage or abortion;
· Carry out training of hospital staff in ethics of assisting childbirth and the consequences of violations;
· Introduce measures to prevent extortions;
· Introduce supervision and enforce accountability of the medical staff;
· Introduce legislative changes to include rules about gender-related persecution into the Asylum and Refugees Act;
· Produce manuals on gender-related issues in asylum and refugee law, organize trainings, conferences and seminars for judges, prosecutors, lawyers, and the state agency employees;
· Promote social inclusion and economic empowerment among victims of gender based violence and discrimination, young women, minority women, rural women, foreign women and migrant women, based on the identification and recognition of their particular needs and interests;
· Promote an inclusive and cohesive society which transcends differences in terms of ethnicity, gender, age, nationality and social status;
· Eliminate discriminatory practices based on criteria such as ethnic origin, gender, age, nationality and social status;
· Pursue its efforts to eradicate stereotypes and widespread discrimination against Roma women and girls by, among other things, increasing awareness-raising campaigns that promote tolerance and respect for diversity;
· Provide accurate information on the status of women in rural areas to assist policy-makers as well as advocates to improve the status of women and enhance their contribution to local development;
· Create and consolidate cooperation among the vulnerable women, their communities and the society as a whole;
· Adopt measures to promote equal access to opportunities and services in all fields and at all levels through appropriate actions in order to address existing inequalities;
· Adopt measures reconciling professional life (career) with family life through affirmative actions supporting women to find a stable job;
· Raise occupational ratio among the categories exposed to the risk of social exclusion;
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