Update since the submission of the 6th Periodic Report 
The Government of Sri Lanka (GoSL) wishes to submit the following update to the Human Rights Committee on developments in Sri Lanka since the submission of Sri Lanka’s 6th Periodic Report under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) on 22 February 2019.
1. At the Presidential election held in November 2019, President Gotabhaya Rajapaksa was elected by the people of Sri Lanka to pursue a national policy framework titled ‘Vistas of Prosperity and Splendour’ aimed at achieving the “fourfold outcome of a productive citizenry; a contented family, a disciplined, just society and a prosperous nation”
. The Vistas of Prosperity and Splendor envisages to ensure sustainable development and peace in the country, firmly anchored in safeguarding “national security without compromising the democratic space available to our people”.

2. Taking into consideration domestic priorities and in accordance with the mandate received by the President at the last Presidential Election, Sri Lanka announced its decision to withdraw from co-sponsorship of Resolution 40/1 on ‘Promoting reconciliation, accountability and human rights in Sri Lanka’ which also incorporates and builds on preceding Resolutions 30/1 of October 2015 and 34/1 of March 2017. The reasons for the withdrawal of co-sponsorship were explained at the High-Level Segment of the 43rd Session of the Human Rights Council by the Minister of Foreign Affairs.
 
3. With regard to resolution 30/1, the GoSL wishes to highlight that Sri Lanka’s withdrawal from the said resolution was based on the serious constitutional, substantive and procedural issues which the country and its people had to encounter pursuant to the then Government’s decision to co-sponsor the resolution without the concurrence of the Parliament on a matter concerning the sovereignty of the nation and in contravention of its Constitution. These grounds were explained in detail in the said statement by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Sri Lanka at the High-Level Segment of the UNHRC 43.
4. It is reiterated that the present Government, which was elected to Office with a clear mandate from the people of Sri Lanka, undertook to look at deliverable measures of reconciliation as backed by the mandates given by the people, in the interest of Sri Lanka, within its constitutional framework   instead of opting to continue on a framework driven externally that has failed to deliver genuine reconciliation for over four and half years.
5. Since February/March 2020, the entire world was challenged by the COVID-19 pandemic, a health crisis of a global scale, which had impacted various aspects of governance in many countries, and Sri Lanka was no exception. In its efforts to address the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the measures taken by the Government have been inclusive, non-discriminatory and holistic, providing foremost importance to safeguarding the health and safety of its people.
6. While containing the spread of COVID-19 through a balanced, multi-sectoral approach led by Health experts, Sri Lanka was able to conduct free and fair Parliamentary elections in August 2020, demonstrating its commitment to the democratic processes.  Like most of the countries in the world, Sri Lanka was significantly impacted in economic terms due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As a country which has guaranteed free universal healthcare to all its people since 1953, with one of the highest per capita health expenditures in the region, Sri Lanka adopted an inclusive, non-discriminatory and holistic approach to contain the COVID-19 pandemic with the objective of safeguarding the health and safety of not only its people but foreign nationals in its territory. Sri Lanka’s action in combating the pandemic have been commended by the World Health Organization (WHO), 
7. HRC Resolution 46/1 adopted in March 2021 was presented to the HRC without the consent of Sri Lanka as the country concerned following a divided vote in the Council. This resolution politicized and divided the Council by flouting its founding principles of impartiality, objectivity and non-selectivity as enshrined in the UNGA resolution 60/251 and the IB package HRC Resolutions 5/1 and 5/2.
8. Sri Lanka rejects Resolution 46/1 containing the external evidence gathering mechanism in operative paragraph 06 (OP6). Sri Lanka is of the view that this mechanism is unhelpful to the people of Sri Lanka, will polarize Sri Lankan society and adversely affect economic development, peace and harmony at a challenging time. It created opposition and division in the Council on North –South lines and is contrary to the objective of dialogue and international cooperation in the promotion and protection of human rights. It is an unhelpful and unproductive drain on Member State resources at a time of severe financial shortfalls across the entire multilateral system including in the High Commissioner’s Office arising from one of the most severe economic recessions faced by Member States in recent history aggravated by the pandemic. 
9. Notwithstanding this Resolution, Sri Lanka will continue its decades-long policy of engagement with the United Nations as well as with the international community in a spirit of cooperation and dialogue with regard to the promotion and protection of human rights. We will abide by our human rights obligations guaranteed by our Constitution and the international obligations we have voluntarily undertaken. We will also continue to demonstrate to our people and to the international community including through the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights our progress on matters related to reconciliation, accountability and human rights through domestic processes. 

10. The Government of Sri Lanka outlined before the HRC, a clear plan which the Government intended to pursue to achieve sustainable peace, through an inclusive, domestically designed and executed reconciliation and accountability process. Sri Lanka also reiterated our commitment to remaining engaged with the UN system including the Human Rights Council and its mechanisms.
11. The policy articulated by His Excellency the President in his statement
 to the 76th UN General Assembly is as follows: 
“Fostering greater accountability, restorative justice, and meaningful reconciliation through domestic institutions is essential to achieve lasting peace.” it is the “Government’s firm intention to build a prosperous, stable and secure future for all Sri Lankans, regardless of ethnicity, religion, or gender. We are ready to engage with all domestic stakeholders, and to obtain the support of our international partners and the United Nations, in this process”.  
12. Sri Lanka remains committed to implementing its commitments under human rights treaties that it is a party to, as well as the country’s voluntary undertakings. We have regularly engaged with the UN mandated human rights system and briefed on the progress of commitments undertaken, including the continuity of the independent Commissions and existing reconciliation mechanisms. Financial allocations have been provided to these domestic institutions in order to execute their statutory mandates. Notwithstanding the challenges of the pandemic, Sri Lanka is determined and has made substantial progress on human rights issues through the domestic processes and mechanisms. 
13. A summary of progress made is as follows:
i. The Office on Missing Persons (OMP) continues to operate with financial provisions allocated for its statutory functions. The Commissioners have been appointed based on their expertise and experience, who have taken measures to expedite the OMP’s work. The OMP is currently finalizing the list of missing persons in collaboration with other agencies. The OMP has vested powers to collate and centralize all available data related to missing persons under the OMP Act. The OMP is currently gathering information on missing persons in collaboration with other agencies. 
ii. The Office for Reparations (OR) The Office for Reparations (OR) has processed 5,964  claims in 2021 as at 31 December 2021. The approach of the Office for Reparations is not limited to paying monetary compensation but incudes programmes to assess the continuing needs of victims of conflict and to support them with livelihood and a case managed psychosocial support programme.  During 2021, the OR has received a total sum of LKR 399.8 million for the payment of compensation. The total allocation set aside for the payment of compensation in 2022 is. Rs. 759 million. In February 2022, a further Rs. 53 million was received by the OR for the payment of compensation. The Reparations Policy has been tabled in the Parliament on 9 February 2022.
iii. The Office for National Unity and Reconciliation (ONUR) continues to execute its mandate under 8 thematic areas with a view to building national unity and reconciliation.  The ONUR has started to collect   public opinions for the national action plan on reconciliation through online since 22 September 2021.  Awareness programmes are conducted in the 8 Districts in order to establish the conflict management community network in Grama Niladhari division level. 
iv. The National Human Rights Commission (NHRCSL) has been reconstituted in, and financial provisions have been allocated to implement its statutory mandate. In order to strengthen the HRCSL, a new Chairperson who is a retired Supreme Court judge and a Commissioner for the HRCSL were appointed in December 2021. 

v. On 17 November 2020, the Cabinet of Ministers approved the appointment of a Commission of Inquiry (COI) headed by a Justice of the Supreme Court, to review the reports of previous Sri Lankan COIs which investigated alleged violations of Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law (IHL), to assess the status of implementation of their recommendations, and to propose deliverable measures to implement them keeping in line with the new Government’s policy. Accordingly, in terms of the Commission of Inquiry Act, a Commission of Inquiry has been appointed with the following mandate
; to investigate and inquire into, take necessary action or report on the following matters, namely –
(a) Find out whether preceding Commissions of Inquiry and Committees which have been appointed to investigate into human rights violations, have revealed any human rights violations, serious violations of the international humanitarian law and other such serious offences;

(b) Identify what are the findings of the said Commissions and Committees related to the serious violations of human rights, serious violations of international humanitarian laws and other such offences and whether recommendations have been made on how to deal with the said facts;

(c) Manner in which those recommendations have been implemented so far in terms of the existing law and what steps need to be taken to implement those recommendations further in line with the present Government policy;

(d) Overseen of whether action is being taken according to (b) and (c) above

vi. The Commission of Inquiry (COI) consists of members representing all main ethnicities in Sri Lanka and its composition is gender-balanced. The 4 member panel presided over by a sitting Judge of the Supreme Court, on 4 March 2021 “invited any person, persons or organizations to submit written representations or information or any other material which relates to the above for the Commission to inquire”. The Commission has been conducting hearings since April, and heard testimony from witnesses.
vii. The Presidential Commission of Inquiry (COI) has submitted Second Interim Report to the President of Sri Lanka on 18 February 2022. The first interim Report of the COI was presented to the President of Sri Lanka on 21 July 2021. The Commission is in the process of executing its mandate by further examining witnesses and documents to arrive at a decision on accountability. The domestic mechanism is invested with powers to address issues of accountability and suggest mechanisms to deal with them.
viii. The President of Sri Lanka in his inaugural speech in 2019 reaffirmed Sri Lanka’s commitment to Sustainable Development Goals
. In line with the above policy framework, the Government is committed to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals of the UN, with a determination to uplift the lives of all its citizens and ensure that there is no threat to peace, reconciliation or development in Sri Lanka. A high level inter-ministerial committee led by the Prime Minister has been appointed to steer the SDG implementation process by mobilizing the various government institutions as well as by promoting strong national ownership towards SDGs.. 
ix. A Road map and strategy for SDG implementation in Sri Lanka is currently being developed. The SDG Council is working on strengthening the data collection and monitoring of the SDGs. Sri Lanka shows significant progress in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). According to the Sustainable Development Report 2021
, Sri Lanka has improved its global rank by 7 positions and is placed at 87th place out of 165 countries in 2021. Overall Country Score has increased to 68.1, which is well above the regional average. In 2019 and 2020, Sri Lanka ranked at 93rd and 94th places respectively with scores of 65.8 and 66.9 respectively. A steering Committee for SDG 16 was established under the leadership of the Ministry of Justice, under 4 core areas including strengthening public security and law enforcement, corruption control, access to justice and public service delivery.  

x. In dealing with residual matters relating to the past conflict, more than 92 % of the private lands occupied by the military at the end of the conflict in year 2009 have been released to the legitimate civilian owners, through local government authorities. A process is already in place, led by the Ministry of Defence, in order to expedite releasing of remaining private lands occupied by the security forces, in accordance with a proper land release process, without compromising the vital national security concerns of the country. 
xi. A process has been initiated to finalize the remaining 8,090 internally displaced persons (IDPs) to be resettled and to consider appropriate form of compensation (providing housing) for those whose lands have been acquired for State land. 

xii. On 22 March 2022, the PTA Amendment Bill was passed in the Parliament. The Bill amended the present PTA after almost 43 years. The Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) (Amendment) Act. No. 12 of 2022 was certified on 29 March 2022.
 The reform of the PTA is an important pillar of the Governments priority to safeguard, protect and promote human rights. The proposed amendments are an interim measure towards the promulgation of a more comprehensive anti-terror legislation and to bring our legislation in line with international standards and best practices.
xiii. Sri Lanka recognizes the important role civil society plays, including at the grass roots level, as stakeholders on development and human rights issues over decades. The functions, powers and administration of the NGO Secretariat has been placed under the scope of the Foreign Ministry. The President of Sri Lanka has held a consultation with a broad range of civil society (Sri Lankan Collective for Consensus) in August 2021 and listened to their concerns. Several further meetings, chaired by the Foreign Minister, followed. It is envisaged that civil society will contribute to the process of reconciliation and implementation of the SDG 16 through engagement with the Office for National Reconciliation (ONUR) and the SDG Council. 
14. In conclusion, the Government of Sri Lanka wishes to highlight that it remains committed to implementing its commitments under human rights treaties that it is a party to, as well as the country’s voluntary pledges. In this context, Sri Lanka will continue to engage with the Human Rights Committee in a spirit of constructive dialogue. (ENDS) 
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