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25 November 2021
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on follow-up on concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honour to refer to the examination of the ninth periodic report of Austria, at the Committee’s seventy-third session, held in July 2019. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/AUT/CO/9) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 49 on follow-up to the concluding observations, the Committee requested Austria to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 25 (b), 27 (b), 31 (d) and 43 (c) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received on time in July 2021 (CEDAW/C/AUT/FCO/9) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its eightieth session, held in October and November 2021, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 25 (b) of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “strictly enforce article 104 (a) of the Criminal Code by investigating, prosecuting and imposing adequate sentences on perpetrators of trafficking in persons, especially women and girls”:
The Committee notes the information by the State party on the establishment of sub-working groups in the Working Group on Child Trafficking in 2019 and 2020 to develop a concept for a specialised facility for underage victims of human trafficking. The Committee also notes the information that the National Action Plan to Fight Trafficking in Human Beings (NAP) for 2021 to 2023 sets out the constituting protections services for trafficked women as one of its goals. Further, the Committee welcomes that the Austrian Federal Ministry of Justice organises an annual exchange of experiences with stakeholders in order to develop best practice guidelines for human trafficking and increase the efficiency of legal proceedings. However, the Committee regrets the lack of information on the enforcement of article 104 (a) of the Criminal Code as to how strictly the State party investigates, prosecutes and imposes adequate penalties on traffickers, including data on the number of complaints, investigations, prosecutions, convictions and penalties imposed. 
The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.    

The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 25 (b) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Increase its effort to thoroughly investigate and prosecute perpetrators of trafficking in persons, especially women and girls, impose effective and proportionate sanctions under article 104 (a) of the Criminal Code, and collect and provide data on the number of complaints, investigations, prosecutions, convictions and penalties imposed. 
In relation to the recommendation made in paragraph 27 (b) of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “implement legal requirements for a statutory minimum quota, and related economic incentives to political parties, for the representation of women in rankings or nominations to stand for election to the National Council and the nine provincial parliaments”:

The Committee takes note with appreciation that the funding scheme for parliamentary groups has been amended, under which the funding is increased by three per cent if women members of a parliamentary group exceed 40 per cent. The Committee also welcomes that a similar amendment was passed in the province of Upper Austria. However, the Committee remains concerned that the State party has not adopted quota laws to regulate the election of women in the political arena. 
The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented. 

The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.    
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 27 (b) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Accelerate its effort the adoption of a legal quota for women for future elections at the National Council and the provincial levels. 
With regard to the recommendation made in paragraph 31 (d) of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “adopt a strategy to reduce the school dropout rate at the upper secondary level of education among girls with a migration background and girls whose parents have lower levels of education and ensure that women and girls who have dropped out are reintegrated into the education system”: 
The Committee notes the information by the State party that educational, vocational and psychological support is provided to children at the national and local levels. The Committee further notes with appreciation that German language support has been provided for pupils with insufficient German skills, which includes compulsory German language support classes under the School Organisation Act, as well as summer school programme established in order for students who faced challenges associated with home-schooling due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

However, the Committee remains concerned that these strategies have not incorporated a gender dimension, especially in relation to girls with a migration background and girls whose parents have lower levels of education. Also, the Committee regrets that it is not clear how and whether these strategies have effectively prevented girls with a migration background and girls whose parents have lower levels of education from dropping out of schools.  
The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.    

The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.    
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 31 (d) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Undertake a full review of the root causes, including by collecting and analysing data disaggregated by relevant factors, for the high dropout rate of girls with a migrant background and girls whose parents have lower levels of education in the upper secondary level of education, and establish a strategy to reduce their school dropout rate and ensure that women and girls who have dropped out are reintegrated into the education system. 
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 43 (c) of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “reduce legal and administrative barriers to family reunification for women and men who are beneficiaries of international protection”: 
The Committee takes note that the State party has adopted measures to reduce administrative barriers to family reunification by making the application for family reunification free of charge and hiring staff at representation offices with special language skills. 
However, the Committee remains concerned that the Asylum Law still imposes certain conditions on the right to family reunification, including the proof of adequate accommodations, health insurance, and sufficient income, as well as the waiting period of three years for subsidiary protection beneficiaries’ family members to apply for family reunification. The Committee is of the view that severe restriction on the right to family reunification may have particularly negative consequences for refugee and asylum-seeking women and girls. 
The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.  

The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.    
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 43 (c) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Review its family reunification procedures, including with a view of removing all barriers, both legislative and practical, to ensure that they are flexible, prompt and effective for women and men who are beneficiaries of international protection. 
Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Louiza Chalal
Rapporteur on follow-up
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