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		Chapter I
		Matters brought to the attention of States parties
[bookmark: _Hlk135934022]		Decisions
		Decision 87/1
Statement entitled “Gender persecution: Institutionalized violations of women’s human rights in Afghanistan”
On 14 February 2024, the Committee adopted a statement entitled “Gender persecution: Institutionalized violations of women’s human rights in Afghanistan may amount to gender persecution”.
[bookmark: _Hlk135984696]			Decision 87/2
Joint statement entitled “Taliban’s arbitrary arrests and detention of women and girls over dress code must end immediately”
On 30 January, the Committee endorsed a statement entitled “Taliban’s arbitrary arrests and detention of women and girls over dress code must end immediately”, issued jointly by the Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Afghanistan, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls, the Working Group on discrimination against women and girls, the Working Group on arbitrary detention and the Committee on 2 February 2024.
		Decision 87/3
Statement on Gaza/the Occupied Palestinian Territory and Israel
On 16 February, the Committee adopted a statement calling for a ceasefire and a peaceful and lasting resolution to the war in Gaza/the Occupied Palestinian Territory and Israel (https://www.ohchr.org/en/statements/2024/02/gaza-when-mothers-have-bury-least-7700-children-very-basic-principles-are).
		Decision 87/4
Joint statement entitled “From awareness to action: Collaborative strategies for gender equality, poverty alleviation and institutional strengthening”
On 16 February, the Committee adopted a joint statement entitled “From awareness to action: Collaborative strategies for gender equality, poverty alleviation and institutional strengthening”, issued by the Platform of Independent Expert Mechanisms on the Elimination of Discrimination and Violence against Women (EDVAW Platform) on international women’s day on 8 March 2024.
		Decision 87/5
Final concluding observations on the combined seventh to tenth periodic reports of Nicaragua
[bookmark: _Hlk149233003]On 13 February, the Committee decided to make final its provisional concluding observations on the combined seventh to tenth periodic reports of Nicaragua (CEDAW/C/NIC/PCO/7-10) and to issue the final concluding observations as document CEDAW/C/NIC/CO/7-10.		
		Decision 87/6		
List of issues prior to the submission of the exceptional report requested from the Democratic Republic of the Congo
In accordance with Article 18, paragraph 1 (b), of the Convention and further to its decision 87/VII, the Committee endorsed the list of issues prior to the submission of the exceptional report it had requested from the Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo on conflict-related sexual violence against women and girls in its Eastern provinces.
	Decision 87/7
Confidentiality of documentation
To operationalize the Addis Ababa guidelines on the independence and impartiality of members of the human rights treaty bodies (A/67/222, Annex I), the Committee decided that its draft concluding observations shall no longer be shared with members of the Committee who are nationals of the State party concerned and that confidential submissions by United Nations country teams, non-governmental organizations and other sources of information shall not be posted on the confidential extranet for the members of the Committee if the source of information so requests. In that case, they shall be circulated to the members of the country task force only.		
[bookmark: _Hlk136443396]			Decision 87/8		
Concept note for draft general recommendation on gender stereotyping
On 16 February, the Committee endorsed the concept note for a draft general recommendation on gender stereotyping.
		Decision 87/9		
Contribution to the High-Level Political Forum on sustainable development in 2024
On 16 February, the Committee endorsed its contribution to the High-Level Political Forum on sustainable development in 2024.
		Decision 87/10		
Informal meeting with States parties
The Committee decided to convene its biennial informal meeting with States parties to the Convention during its eighty-ninth session in October 2024, in public meeting, and requested the Secretariat to make the necessary arrangements.		
		Decision 87/11		
Pre-Sessional Working Group
The Committee confirmed the members of the pre-sessional working group for the eighty-ninth session, Hiroko Akizuki, Leticia Bonifaz Alfonzo, Corinne Dettmeijer-Vermeulen, Esther Eghobamien-Mshelia and Genoveva Tisheva.
Chapter II
		Organizational and other matters
	A.	States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and to the Optional Protocol
As at 16 February 2024, the closing date of the eighty-seventh session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, there were 189 States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 34/180 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 1 March 1980. In accordance with its article 27, the Convention entered into force on 3 September 1981. In addition, 81 Contracting States had accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention, concerning the Committee’s meeting time. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. 
At the same date, there were 115 States parties to the Optional Protocol to the Convention, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 54/4 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 10 December 1999. In accordance with its article 16, the Optional Protocol entered into force on 22 December 2000.
Updated information on the status of the Convention, the amendment to the Convention and its Optional Protocol, as well as lists of States signatories and parties and the texts of declarations, reservations, objections and other relevant information are available from the website of the United Nations Treaty Collection (http://treaties.un.org). 
	B.	Opening of the session
The Committee held its eighty-seventh session at Geneva from 29 January to 16 February 2024. In total, the Committee held 20 plenary meetings, and also held 10 meetings to discuss agenda items 5, 6, 7 and 8. A list of the documents before the Committee is contained in annex [...] to the present report.
The session was opened by the Chair of the Committee, Ana Peláez Narváez, at its 2029th meeting on 29 January 2024.
	C.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (CEDAW/C/87/1) at its 2029th meeting. 
	D.	Report of the pre-sessional working group
The report of the pre-sessional working group for the eighty-seventh session, which had met from 30 May to 2 June 2023, was introduced by Marion Bethel at the 2029th meeting.
	E.	Organization of work	
On 29 January and 5 February 2024, the Committee held informal closed meetings with representatives of specialized agencies and United Nations funds and programmes during which country-specific information was provided, as well as information on the efforts made by those bodies to support the implementation of the Convention.
Also on 29 January and 5 February, the Committee held informal public meetings with representatives of non-governmental organizations and national human rights institutions from States parties considered by the Committee at its eighty-seventh session, who provided information on the implementation of the Convention in the States parties concerned.
On 29 January, the Committee held an informal meeting with Pernille Fenger, Chief, and Alfonso Barragues, Deputy Chief, UNFPA Office in Geneva, who briefed the Committee on SDG 5.6 data and provided updated information on the ICPD+30 review.
On 5 February, the Committee held an informal meeting with Felix Kirchmeier, Executive Director, and Domenico Zipoli, Project Coordinator, Geneva Human Rights Platform, Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights, who briefed the Committee on a recent follow-up review pilot held in Fiji to test a method of follow-up to recommendations by treaty bodies at the regional level.
On 6 February, the Committee held an informal virtual meeting with the Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls, Reem Alsalem, who briefed the Committee on the risk of erasure of sex-based rights and language and on her report to the Human Rights Council on child custody, violence against women and violence against children.
On 7 February, the Committee attended a reception and high-level technical meeting on a proposed second Optional Protocol to the Convention concerning gender-based violence against women, hosted by the Permanent Missions of Antigua and Barbuda, Costa Rica, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Sierra Leone.
On 12 February, the Committee held an informal virtual meeting with the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar, Thomas Andrews, who briefed the Committee on the situation of women and girls in Myanmar.
On 13 February, the Committee met informally with the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to discuss the draft general comment of the latter on the impact of drug policies on economic social and cultural rights. The meeting was hosted by the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights under the Geneva Human Rights Platform.
	F.	Membership of the Committee
		Attendance of the eighty-seventh session
All members attended the eighty-seventh session, with the exception of Daphna Hacker Dror. The following members did not attend the session on the indicated dates: Rhoda Reddock, on 1 and 2 February; Natasha Stott Despoja, on 16 February; and Rosario Manalo, on 16 February. A list of members of the Committee, indicating the duration of their terms of office, is annexed to the present report.
		Chapter III
		Report of the Chairperson on activities undertaken between the eighty-sixth and eighty-seventh sessions of the Committee
At the 2029th meeting, the Chair, Ana Peláez Narváez, presented her report on the activities she had undertaken since the eighty-sixth session of the Committee.
			Chapter IV
	A.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention
At its eighty-seventh session, the Committee considered the reports of eight States parties submitted under article 18 of the Convention: the sixth periodic report of Central African Republic; the combined fourth and fifth periodic reports of Djibouti; the combined eighth and ninth periodic reports of Greece, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the eighth periodic report of Italy, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the fifth periodic report of Niger; the fourth periodic report of Oman; the seventh periodic report of Tajikistan and the sixth periodic report of Turkmenistan.
The Committee prepared concluding observations on each of the reports considered. It also decided to make final its provisional concluding observations on the combined seventh to tenth periodic reports of Nicaragua (CEDAW/C/NIC/PCO/7-10), adopted at its eighty-sixth session. Those observations are available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) under the symbol numbers indicated below:
Central African Republic (CEDAW/C/CAF/CO/6)
Djibouti (CEDAW/C/DJI/CO/4-5)
Greece (CEDAW/C/GRC/CO/8-9)
Italy (CEDAW/C/ITA/CO/8) 
Nicaragua (CEDAW/C/NIC/CO/7-10) 
Niger (CEDAW/C/NER/CO/5)
Oman (CEDAW/C/OMN/CO/4)
Tajikistan (CEDAW/C/TJK/CO/7)
Turkmenistan (CEDAW/C/TKM/CO/6)
	B.	Follow-up procedures relating to concluding observations
The Committee considered follow-up reports from the following States parties:
1) Ecuador (CEDAW/C/ECU/FCO/10)
2) Egypt (CEDAW/C/EGY/FCO/8-10)
3) Maldives (CEDAW/C/MDV/FCO/6)
		Chapter V
	Activities carried out under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
Article 12 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women provides that the Committee shall include in its annual report under article 21 of the Convention a summary of its activities under the Optional Protocol.
	A.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 2 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 2 of the Optional Protocol on 12 and 16 February 2024. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol regarding its fifty-eighth session (see annex 1).
[bookmark: _Hlk136448170][bookmark: _Hlk136448227]The Committee examined three individual communications submitted under article 2 of the Optional Protocol. It adopted three final decisions, finding violations of the authors’ rights in relation to communication No. 157/2020 concerning Belarus (sexual harassment of and discrimination against women in detention) and declaring inadmissible communications No. 158/2020 concerning Austria (deportation to Serbia of a divorced woman who had been subjected to forced marriage; non-exhaustion of domestic remedies) and No. 165/2021 concerning Switzerland (deportation to Ethiopia of a woman claiming to be at risk of forced prostitution and gender-based violence; lack of substantiation). The text of the final decisions of the Committee will be available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) once they have been finalized and sent to the respective parties, through the website of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights under the link to the relevant session of the Committee, and through the juris database of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (http://juris.ohchr.org/).
The Committee further considered, on the principle, a request for identity protection from an NGO representing the authors of an individual communication concerning South Sudan who claim to be victims of conflict-related sexual violence and other forms of gender-based violence.  
[bookmark: _Hlk128135296]	B.	Follow-up to views of the Committee on individual communications
The Committee was informed that the Working Group had continued its discussion on ways and means to strengthen the procedure for follow-up to Views. It was informed that the Working Group had held a meeting with the Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Tanzania to discuss follow-up on the implementation of the recommendations of the Committee in its Views in relation to communication 48/2013 (E.S. and S.C. v. United Republic of Tanzania; CEDAW/C/60/D/48/2013). The Committee endorsed the recommendations of the Working Group that the follow- up dialogue in relation to the aforementioned communication remains ongoing pending the follow-up observations from the State party. It took note of the recommendation of the Working Group to systematically raise follow-up to views on individual communications during the consideration of the periodic reports of the respective States parties.
	C.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 8 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 8 of the Optional Protocol on 13 February 2024. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol regarding its twenty-seventh session (see annex 2).
Also on 13 February, the Committee held its second reading of and adopted the report of Inquiry No. 2019/1.
The Committee endorsed the following recommendations of the Working Group on Inquiries:
a) In relation to submission No. 2023/3, that the Secretariat request additional information from relevant United Nations entities and specialized agencies and national human rights institutions, maintaining confidentiality throughout the process;
b) In relation to submission No. 2023/2, that the Secretariat clarify the possibility and requirements for the Committee to participate in inquiries jointly conducted with other human rights treaty bodies;
c) In relation to submission No. 2022/2, that the Secretariat prepare a detailed request for information from the fact-finding body in charge of the human rights situation in the State party concerned, and continue its research into how special procedures country mandate holders are able to use funds for visits to the country covered by their mandate for visits to third countries when necessary;
d) In relation to submission No. 2021/1, that the Secretariat request additional information from UNFPA headquarters in New York; 
e) In relation to Inquiry No. 2017/3, that the Secretariat send a reminder to the State party concerned to respond to its correspondence;
f) In relation to Inquiry No. 2016/1, that the Secretariat continue collaborating with the OHCHR country office in the State party concerned to arrange for a possible invitation of one of the members designated to conduct the Inquiry to a regional event, and explore the possibility of meetings with relevant stakeholders on this occasion;
g) In relation to Inquiry No. 2014/3, that the Secretariat send a response to the Note verbale of the State party dated 12 December 2023 proposing dates for an inquiry visit;
h) In relation to Inquiry No. 2014/2, that the designated members brief the Committee on their inquiry visit to the State party concerned;
i) In relation to Inquiry No. 2012/1, that the Secretariat send a Note verbale to the State party concerned requesting a visit during the last quarter of 2024;
j) In relation to Inquiry No. 2013/1 concerning South Africa, that the two designated members having agreed to the template of a follow-up assessment table discussed by the Working Group as a pilot, the Secretariat attach the follow-up assessment table to the assessment letter to be sent to the State party:  that the piloted template, including the new assessment categories, be considered by the Committee for adoption and future use;  and that the Secretariat put forward a request to include such template in its entitlements for translation as an official document, when finalized and accepted by the Committee;
k) In relation to Inquiry No. 2011/2 concerning the United Kingdom, that upon receipt of additional information from the sources of information and the national human rights institution, the designated member presents her follow-up assessment to the Committee at its eighty-eighth session;
l) [bookmark: _Hlk156572179]In relation to Inquiry No. 2011/1 concerning Canada, that the Secretariat transmit the follow-up report of the State party to the sources of information and, if relevant, the national human rights institution; and that the Committee designate Ms. Eghobamien-Mshelia to assess the follow-up information received and present a follow-up assessment for consideration by the Committee.
		Chapter VI
	A.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee
The Secretariat informed the Committee about the status of submission of overdue reports by States parties and the backlog of reports received under article 18 of the Convention.
	B.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 7 
		Dates of future sessions of the Committee
In accordance with the calendar of conferences, the following dates are tentatively confirmed for the Committee’s eighty-eighth and eighty-ninth sessions:
Eighty-eighth Session
Fifty-ninth session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 9 and 10 May 2024
Twenty-eighth session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol: 9 and 10 May 2024
Eighty-eighth session: 13 to 31 May 2024
Pre-sessional working group for the ninetieth session: 3 to 7 June 2024
Eighty-ninth Session
Sixtieth session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 3 and 4 October 2024
Twenty-ninth session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol: 3 and 4 October 2024
Eighty-ninth session: 6 to 25 October 2024
Pre-sessional working group for the ninety-first session: 28 October to 1 November 2024
			Reports to be considered at future sessions of the Committee
The Committee tentatively confirmed that it will consider the reports of the following States parties at its eighty-seventh and eighty-eighth sessions:
Eighty-eighth session
(1) Brazil
(2)	Estonia
(3)	Kuwait
(4)	Malaysia
(5)	Montenegro
(6)	Republic of Korea
(7)	Rwanda
(8)	Singapore
Eighty-ninth session (States parties to be confirmed)
(1) Benin
(2) Canada
(3)	Chile
(4)	Cuba
(5)	Japan
(6)	Lao People’s Democratic Republic
(7)	New Zealand
(8)	The Netherlands
(9)	Saudi Arabia
		Chapter VII
		Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
	A.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 6
			Working Group on working methods
		The Working Group met during the session. It discussed and submitted to the Committee a draft decision on the confidentiality of documentation (see decision 86/7). It also discussed transparency of the composition of country task forces and the format of non-exhaustive lists of general themes to be sent to the State party concerned prior to a constructive dialogue.

		Working Group on gender-based violence against women
The working group met twice during the session. It discussed the side events and meetings planned by the Platform of independent expert mechanisms on the elimination of discrimination and violence against women (EDVAW Platform) during the sixty-eighth session of the Commission on the Status of Women and finalized the preparation of a draft joint statement to be issued by the EDVAW Platform on international women’s day on 8 March 2024 (see decision 87/3). It also discussed the mandate of the Committee in relation to gender-based violence against women, including selected topics for research and analysis.
		Working Group on the equal and inclusive participation of women in decision-making systems
The working group met twice during the session. It discussed the initial draft of the general recommendation, which will be published on the OHCHR website with a call for comments. The working group also discussed the roadmap leading to the adoption of the general recommendation scheduled to take place at the eighty-ninth session of the Committee in October 2024, including the regional expert consultations and the first reading of the draft general recommendation during the eighty-eighth session of the Committee in May 2024.
		Task force on gender stereotyping
The task force met with UNFPA during the session to discuss progress in preparing the elaboration of a draft general recommendation on gender stereotyping and possible forms of collaboration with UNFPA in 2024 as well as in 2025 when the official process for the elaboration of the general recommendation will be launched. The task force indicated that it would share the concept note for the general recommendation, scheduled to be presented to the plenary during the eighty-seventh session of the Committee once it has been endorsed. Task force members agreed to continue the discussions with UNFPA in New York during the sixty-eighth session of the Commission on the Status of Women.
Task Force on Afghanistan 
[bookmark: _Hlk136451823]		The task force on Afghanistan met during the session. It finalized a draft statement on the situation of women and girls in Afghanistan for adoption by the Committee at its eighty-seventh session (see decision 87/1).	
	Task Force on Ukraine  
[bookmark: _Hlk136452204]		The task force on Ukraine met during the session to convene a virtual meeting with Vrinda Grover, Commissioner, and Joël Mermet, Coordinator of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Ukraine, who briefed the task force on the situation of women and girls in Ukraine.
		Task force on sex/gender self-identification
[bookmark: _Hlk158926199]	The task force met during the session and convened a virtual meeting of the Committee with the Special Rapporteur on violence against women and children, Reem Alsalem, who briefed the Committee on the risk of erasure of sex-based rights and language and on her report to the Human Rights Council on child custody, violence against women and violence against children. The task force had also held online meetings with other experts inter-sessionally.
		Chapter VIII
		Provisional agenda for the eighty-eighth session
On 16 February 2024, the Committee considered and approved the following provisional agenda for its eighty-eighth session:
1.	Opening of the session.
2.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
3.	Report of the Chair on activities undertaken between the eighty-seventh and eighty-eighth sessions of the Committee.
4.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
5.	Follow-up to concluding observations on reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 
6.	Implementation of articles 21 and 22 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
7.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee.
8.	Activities of the Committee under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
9.	Provisional agenda for the eighty-ninth session of the Committee.
10.	Adoption of the report of the Committee on its eighty-eighth session.
		Chapter IX
	A.	Adoption of the report
The Committee considered the draft report on its eighty-seventh session and addenda on 16 February 2024 and adopted it as orally revised during the discussion.
[Annexes will be added to the final version of the text]
	B.	Composition of the working groups of the Committee
[To be added to the final version of the report]

Annexes
Annex 1 (available under the 87th session webpage)
Annex 2 (available under the 87th session webpage)
			
