

 
 

I. [bookmark: _Hlk148495397]INTRODUCTION
This alternative report was conducted between April-June 2021, and May-October 2023 (it included a variety of primary sources from civil society organizations and the State of Honduras, as well as surveys and focus groups with children and adolescents. See Appendix). It covers a period from 2015 to 2023 in which the country context was pressured by complex situations such as the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic, devastating weather phenomena and a change of political ideological polarity in the administration of the State. 

II. FOLLOW-UP ACTION TAKEN AND PROGRESS ACHIEVED
The Sixth and Seventh State Report combined, which covers the period 2015-2020, reports progress in legislative harmonization such as the Early Warning Law "AMBER" (Legislative Decree 119-2015); to locate and protect missing or abducted children, the new Penal Code (Legislative Decree 130-2017); Special Law on Adoptions (Decree 102-2018) and its regulations; the creation  of the Comprehensive System for the Guarantee of the Rights of Children and Adolescents in Honduras, SIGADENAH, Legislative Decree No.  34-2021; and recently the transition from DINAF to a Secretariat of State in the Offices of Children, Adolescents and Family (SENAF), created by Executive Decree PCM 41-2023. In none of these legislative processes were or are being carried out consultations with age-appropriate children.

In 2021, Interpol reported a total of 700 missing children[footnoteRef:1]. Two years later, the number has risen to 886. The police website mentions the Amber Law, but does not give figures on missing children[footnoteRef:2].   [1:  https://tiempo.hn/700-ninos-hondurenos-desaparecidos-interpol/
https://www.interpol.int/es/Como-trabajamos/Notificaciones/Notificaciones-amarillas/Ver-las-notificaciones-amarillas]  [2:  https://policianacional.gob.hn/noticias/25614
] 


Recommendation 1: DINAF/SENAF and SIGADENAH should conduct a study on the compatibility of approved legislation with the CRC and its protocols, as well as with other international standards. It is also important to carry out studies on the level of dissemination and compliance with the laws in favor of children.

A. GENERAL MEASURES OF IMPLEMENTATION (arts. 4, 42 and 44 (para. 6))
LEGISLATION. The Penal Code, approved in 2017, is seen by several sectors as a setback in the fight against corruption, drug trafficking, violence against women and affects the protection of children, especially in:
· It creates impunity with the figure of substitution (substituting with money or community work penalties of less than 5 years). 
· Weak criminalization, with reduced penalties for trafficking in persons, statutory rape, rape, sexual and cyber harassment, sexual exploitation, child pornography, violence against women, etc. 
· Trafficking in persons does not criminalize the facilitation, promotion or execution of the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of persons. Nor does it include provocation, conspiracy and solicitation to commit the crime, or aggravating factors such as (1) when the perpetrator is the spouse, cohabitant or relative of the victim; (2) When supplying with alcohol, drugs or narcotics; (3) The perpetrator or participant is a public servant. 
· The penalty for the crime of rape against persons under 14 years of age is too low despite considering aggravating factors. There is also the possibility of reduced penalties when a child over the age of 15 has given his or her consent to sexual intercourse. 
· In the case of special violation, the optional description of the type is eliminated: 1) diminution or annulment of the victim's will, using psychotropic substances or narcotics, including alcohol; (2) When the rapist is responsible for the custody of the victim; 3) When the rapist acts on the basis of trust, hierarchy or authority.
· The penalty is reduced to house arrest in Cyber harassment.
· Reduction of the sentence from 6 months to 1 year for statutory rape with persons aged 14 to 18. In the case of carnal access, the penalty will be 1 to 3 years, plus the provision of public utility service or to the victims for a period of 2 to 4 months or a fine of 300 to 600 days.
· Reduction of sentences from 1 to 4 years and fine from 100 to 300 days or provision of services of public utility or to victims in cases of violence against women. Economic violence is no longer punished and the concept of domestic violence that protected other members of the family group, including children, was eliminated. 
· Femicide: reduced from 30 to 40 years to 20-25 years in the new code.
· The criminal types of forced recruitment of children by the Armed Forces were not included, nor is recruitment by non-state armed groups, including criminal groups, gangs, paramilitaries, etc., criminalized.

In 2021, thanks to the advocacy of civil society, it was possible to reform the new Penal Code on the crimes of commercial sexual exploitation and trafficking (ESCNNA). The most significant changes are:

a) In the case of trafficking, the penalty for trafficking is increased from 5 to 8 years.
b) It introduces violence, intimidation, deception or abuse of the aggressor's position of superiority and the victim's need as an aggravating circumstance of trafficking.
c) It punishes the active subject who carries out the facilitation and promotion of trafficking.
d) Sexual exploitation includes forced and commercial exploitation.
e) It included money laundering from human trafficking, illegal human trafficking, sexual exploitation and child pornography.

Recommendation 2: Promote a package of reforms to the Penal Code in order to guarantee adequate protection for children in accordance with the CRC, its Optional Protocols and other international instruments and recommendations. Ensure penalties commensurate with the severity, including seizure and confiscation; as well as legislating on reparation and compensation for child victims.

COMPREHENSIVE POLICIES AND STRATEGIES

The Directorate for Children, Adolescents and the Family (DINAF), as the main governing body for children's rights, is the body responsible for promoting, disseminating and complying with treaties and legislation for the benefit of children. There is no evidence of wide disclosure of legislation relating to children, nor the allocation of resources for that purpose. The low diffusion is not mediated by the different age groups of children, nor by different categories of authorities.  Legislation is scarcely found on the websites of public institutions, not always classified thematically. In annual reports, the institutions report on the holding of a limited number of workshops at different levels of authority and social sectors, including training sessions for school-going and out-of-school children in order to create knowledge and capacity for their application.

[bookmark: _Hlk148302927]On September 8, 2023, the government approved in the Council of Ministers (PCM 41-2023) the suppression and liquidation of the DINAF, and the creation of the Secretariat of State in the Offices of Children, Adolescents and Family SENAF. 

The SIGADENAH was convened on the same date, but it had not met since 2021 and was not led by the President of the Republic. There are no labeled public funds for the operation of the guarantee system at the national and local levels.

In the interviews with children in focus groups and in the face-to-face and online survey, 67.35% don´t know the Children's Code, the Family Code or the other laws that protect them. A total of 40.5%, mainly of urban children, are aware of the CRC through training processes provided by NGOs that work with children.

Recommendation 3: Allocate sufficient resources for the dissemination of the CRC, its protocols and, in general, all national legislation in favor of children. Likewise, to allocate funds for the operation of SIGADENAH at the national and local levels, and for the realization of campaigns aimed at society in general.

[bookmark: _Hlk70409637]Most of the national policies and plans prior to 2021 are abandoned, failed to transcend between governments due to the lack of long-term vision, or did not receive a budget for their implementation. 

Examples of failed policies that no longer exist are: (1) Pact for Children (1995); (2) Plan of Opportunities for Children and Adolescents 20052015; (3) Poverty Reduction Strategy; (4) National Plan against Violence against Women 2006-2010; 5) National Plans for the Gradual and Progressive Eradication of Child Labor 2008-2012, etc. 

[bookmark: _Hlk148307225][bookmark: _Hlk148307704]The 2020 State Report cites new public policies, some of which have limited budget allocation or are aligned with national institutional budgets. Monitoring is carried out at the level of institutional POAS and budget implementation, without systematic evaluation. There are also no accountability mechanisms. For 2023, Honduras does not yet have a National Policy on the Rights of Children and Adolescents; nor a policy of Social Protection for Children, especially those who are in a situation of greater vulnerability; despite the fact that civil society has proposed a National Policy on Children and Adolescents 2019-2038.
At the regional and municipal level, there are Municipal Councils for the Guarantee of Rights. According to DINAF (2023) they are organized in 177 municipalities, but they do not receive accompaniment from DINAF, nor do they coordinate at the national level with SIGADENAH, and they do not always have child participation. There are limitations in the municipal budget for their strengthening, most do not have a plan based on the best interests of the child and those that do depend on the accompaniment of local children's NGOs or the political commitment of the municipal authorities.

Recommendation 4: There is an urgent need for a consultative process to update the draft and approve the National Policy on the Rights of Children and Adolescents, as well as the adoption of specific policies such as the Social Protection of Children, the updating of the National Policy for the Prevention of Violence against Children and Youth, PNPV-NJ and the mainstreaming of the children's approach and the best interests of the child in all public policies of the State.  

COORDINATION	

Comments 11, 12 and 13. DINAF/SENAF is the leader of public policies and regulations on children. Investment in DINAF barely exceeded half a point of the total annual budget of the Republic, in 2023, going from 0.04% in 2013 to 0.06%.  The new administration (2022-2026) has allocated in 2023 a budget of L. 265,649,962.00 lempiras, [footnoteRef:3]about US$10,755 million, which, although it represents a growth of 46% in relation to the previous year, does not reach a significant growth for the needs of the sector. It is estimated that 78,000 million lempiras of the budget are invested in the outsourcing of protection services to children in vulnerable situations. Outsourcing has not been accompanied by an adequate budget or transfer of technical skills.  [3:  General Budget of Income and Expenditure of the Republic. Fiscal Year 2023. Secretary of State in the Office of Finance. Honduras. September 2022. 
https://www.tsc.gob.hn/biblioteca/index.php/varios/1180-presupuesto-general-de-ingresos-y-egresos-de-la-republica-y-sus-disposiciones-generales-ejercicio-fiscal-2023] 

In May 2023, a scandal of influence peddling, sale of places and alleged trafficking of children and adolescents surfaced, taking advantage of regulatory weaknesses in the processes of adoptions and restitution of rights, which led to the dismissal of senior authorities, the appointment of new ones, the initiation of an intervention by the police, the Public Ministry and an internal audit with the support of UNICEF, which continue to this day[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  Alleged trafficking of minors under the figure of adoption denounced in the DINAF | Your Note] 

 SIGADENAH, as the highest body for the coordination and articulation of all public and private bodies at all levels, for the promotion of rights, prevention, protection, defense and reparation of the violation of children's rights, has only met once in September 2023 since 2021 and lacks an allocated budget.

Recommendation 5: Strengthen SIGADENAH, guarantee its operational independence with an adequate and decentralized budget as the highest coordinating body, so that it can lead the consultation processes of public policies pending consultation and approval, and supervise the approved policies, the operation of DINAF/SENAF and other specific agencies of the children's sector such as INAMI; Children's Prosecutor's Office, CICEST, others.  

RESOURCE ALLOCATION

Since 2013, with advice and technical support from UNICEF, there has been an Inter-institutional Committee on Public Investment in Children and Adolescents (IPNA Committee). Since 2018, it has not produced an annual report despite the fact that there is a Strategic Plan 2018-2022 (IPNA).  The COIPRODEN/FOSDEH Report (2019) "A Critical Look at Public Investment in Children and Adolescents in Honduras 2015-2021" shows that the State spends more on communications and energy (60% of public investment) than on promotion and social protection (23%). Of the latter, 12% are in childhood, without a focus on the best interests of the child. The study warns that external credit (74%) is the main source of financing for public investment in children and adolescents in the period 2015-2018, with implications for its sustainability.

At the municipal level, the figure of 1% for direct projects for children was eliminated from the 2023 Budget of the Republic; 35% is generically allocated in the municipal budget for investments that improve the living conditions of the population through programs and projects in a general way. Of this, only 5% is labeled for women under a gender-sensitive budget (see Decree No. 157-2022).  

Recommendation 6: Under the leadership of DINAF/SENAF, reactivate the Inter-Institutional Committee on Public Investment in Children and Adolescents and incorporate it into the discussions of the general budget of the Republic so that budget planning and design, in all areas, allocate resources based on the principle of the best interests of the child, especially those who are most vulnerable. 

DATA COLLECTION

Neither DINAF nor SIGADENAH have automated information systems that gather information, analyze and evaluate all matters related to children. This is more critical when searching for data at the national, municipal or child level in a more vulnerable situation. The State does not have much information and data disaggregated according to the rights and interests of children, or on the progress of existing public policies. A lot of data is collected by civil society. 

Article 2, paragraph 8, of the Decree that gives life to SENAF establishes the competence of the new Secretariat: To create and promote the operation of the National Observatory on the Rights of Children, Adolescents and the Family in order to carry out constant monitoring and periodic dissemination of the situation of the rights of children, adolescents and the family. 

To date, the Observatory that has been reported since previous reports has not been implemented as a comprehensive information system that allows access to data, analysis and evaluation of the situation of children's rights, and compliance with the CRC and its optional protocols. What currently exists is:
· An Information System on Children, Adolescents and Women, SISNAM, (INE 2019), which generated a National Report on Children and Youth with data from the Permanent Survey of Multipurpose Households (EPHPM) with social and well-being indicators. The EPMH-PM is updated annually, but since 2021 no specialized report has been drawn up, except for the child labor variable that does appear in the annual EPHPM.
· Database of the National Information System on Trafficking of Persons. It retrieves inter-institutional information on the crime of trafficking and ESC, compiles, analyzes, but without further disaggregation. 

Recommendation 7:  SENAF should create and strengthen its Observatory in order to establish a data collection system in accordance with the committee's observations: (a) With sufficient resources for its operation. (b) Provision of relevant, timely and high-quality information by state institutions. (c) Cover all areas of the CRC, by age, sex, social and economic status (disability, origin), domain, etc.

INDEPENDENT OVERSIGHT

The National Human Rights Commission (CONADEH) is the only State entity with an independent operational structure at the national level with the potential to cover children's rights. In 2022, CONADEH approved a protocol for the reception of complaints and humanitarian guidance in the five Pedagogical Centers for the Internment of Child Offenders.


The figure of the Municipal Children's Ombudsman disappeared in almost all municipalities. At the request of SIGADENAH, the Municipal Councils for the Guarantees of Children's Rights are set up, but they are not competent to deal independently with complaints filed by children. 

Recommendation 8: An independent supervision unit should be set up within CONADEH or autonomously, as well as reactivating the figure of the Municipal Ombudsman for Children at the local level. In detention centers such as INAMI or in other "social protection" residential spaces, independent monitoring offices or complaints mechanisms (e.g. mailboxes or others) should be set up.

TRAINING. Training on the CRC is scattered in nature, with no specific change targets, goals, or outcomes. Without a work plan to raise awareness among the media and the general public, especially by stimulating promotion and protection.

In formal education, specific hours/classes are assigned, from the seventh grade onwards, on rights, social participation and coexistence. There is no systematic public teacher training program in international standards, national laws and policies on children. The training gap increases with the addition of private education teachers.

30 years after the CRC, it is necessary to update the Basic National Curriculum (CNB) of the Ministry of Education to introduce a specific chair on children's rights and comprehensive education practices.

COOPERATION WITH CIVIL SOCIETY

With the creation of SIGADENAH, the participation of children and civil society organizations at the national, regional, departmental and local levels became an institutionalized tool. In the institutional design, it is not clear how the community participates more broadly. SIGADENAH met once in 2021 and once in September 2023, in both cases without the participation of the President of the Republic. 

The Municipal Councils for the Guarantee of Rights integrate the civil society of the municipality, but they do not always integrate child participation. In many municipalities, it is international cooperation in support of civil society that makes the functioning of the Councils sustainable. 

From the interviews and the survey applied to children, it can be seen that the participation of civil society is very low. The children almost unanimously pointed out that they are not consulted by either the national government or the mayor's offices for decisions that affect them directly and collaterally.   

Recommendation 9:  A budget sensitive to the best interests of the child is required, under the supervision of citizens and children (recommendation 6); including a sufficient budget for the operation of SIGADENAH, especially with regard to the functioning of the Municipal Guarantee Councils.

B. GENERAL PRINCIPLES (ARTS. 2, 3, 6 and 12). NON-DISCRIMINATION

CHILDHOOD AND POVERTY

The country's population as of May 2023 is 9,726,975 inhabitants, with an estimated population between 5 and 17 years old to be 2,493,468 boys and girls, and by sex the distribution is very even: 1,246,496 boys (50%) and 1,246,972 girls (50%). Of the country's 3,731 villages, at least 2,007 live in extreme poverty, so one in three Hondurans (3.2 million) suffer from humanitarian needs and 4 out of 10 of them are children. 

In 2023, the main programs that include measures to reduce child poverty, including that of indigenous children, are:

· Since 2022, the government announced the annual investment of 5,500 million lempiras in social projects through the Ministry of Social Development. Of this amount, 1.023 billion correspond to the National School Snack Program, which is estimated to reach more than one million school-age children nationwide.
· In 2022, the government conducted an assessment of 17,525 schools nationwide, of which 
14,188were collapsed. This is equivalent to 81% of the centers assessed[footnoteRef:5] .  [5:  Reconstruction of Educational Centers, General Directorate of School Constructions and Real Estate (DIGECEBI), Government of Honduras 2023.  ] 

· The president announced in 2023 a program of transfers to municipalities to repair or rebuild 13,186 schools, nationwide, accessibility for the disabled.

Recommendation 10: Evaluate the implementation of the best interests of the child approach in all social and economic policies and strategies of the State of Honduras. 

INDIGENOUS CHILDHOOD. 
There are no disaggregated data on the situation of children among indigenous and Afro-Honduran peoples (PIAH). Some data suggest that there is a reduction in the birth rate in the PIAH: indigenous and Afro-descendant mothers have an average of 3.3 children, although there are still households that range from 6.5 to 8.5 children per woman.[footnoteRef:6] 26% of the heads of households are women, 10% have no level of education, 37.4% have incomplete schooling. There is overcrowding in 4 out of 10 households, 16.5% do not have water and sanitation and 19% get water from non-potable sources. 68% of the houses are built with precarious materials and 66% of the mothers are in the two poorest quintiles. [6:  Socioeconomic determinants of child malnutrition in the indigenous and Afro-Honduran population. Thesis by Marvin Moreno Jimenez. UNAH. Honduras 2018. ] 

According to the 2011-2012 National Demographic and Health Survey (ENDESA), the average per capita income of indigenous peoples is 36.8% of the national average and 23% of children under five suffer from chronic malnutrition nationwide. The Observatory of Food and Nutritional Security (2020) reports[footnoteRef:7] that among children of the Tolupan ethnic group, 15.6% of children under 5 years of age suffer from acute malnutrition, 56.7% chronic malnutrition, 35.3% global malnutrition, 18% severe underweight and severe short stature of 28.2%.  [7:  Study on the state of food and nutritional insecurity of the population of five Tolupan Tribes of the Montaña de la Flor de Orica and Marale, Francisco Morazán (2020).  National Autonomous University of Honduras UNAH-OBSAN. ] 

The EPHPM 2021 revealed that after the pandemic and the two hurricanes (ETA and IOTA) the coverage of school-age children and adolescents has been reduced from 93.1% in 2019 to 77.2% in 2021, of which at least half were students from rural, remote and indigenous areas who dropped out of the school system.

The indigenous children consulted (Lenca, Garifuna, Maya-Chortí, Pech and Tolupan) expressed that there are difficulties regarding educational policies, especially in aspects linked to their cultures and traditions, particularly in the appointment of indigenous teachers or in respect for the culture of school snacks, which is hegemonic mestizo. In aspects such as the use of uniforms, and in the use of the language, progress has been made. Indigenous schools show greater abandonment than mestizo schools.

Recommendation 11: Conduct national and differentiated studies on poverty and its effects on indigenous and Afro-Honduran children. Expand campaigns and differentiated benefits for the educational integration of indigenous children. Allocate resources from the social budget and allocate specific social programs aimed at improving the living conditions of children in the PIAs.

THE SITUATION OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST GIRLS 

Plan International [footnoteRef:8]summarizes the situation of discrimination suffered by girls in Honduras: [8:  WE BELIEVE IN GIRLS | Plan International (plan-international.org)] 

· 24% of teens between the ages of 15 and 19 have ever been pregnant.
· 50% of teenage pregnancies occur as a result of sexual abuse.
· Out of every 3 pregnant teenagers, 2 are left out of the school system.
· More than half a million Honduran girls are out of school.
· 42% of girls aged 13 to 15 do not complete third grade.

In the survey of children, they responded as follows:

· We are 6 sons and daughters at home, with the pandemic we girls had to be more aware of my younger siblings, I no longer played"
· "At school, pregnant girls are not allowed to continue studying."
· "In rural areas, parents give girls over the age of 12 in marriage."

There is a growing number of girls and adolescents, especially from rural and indigenous areas, with early marriages or relationships, already with children of the same age, but mostly with adult men. The approach has some problems in the context of cultural traditions.  

Recommendation 12: Develop a National Strategy to eliminate all forms of discrimination and violence against girls, including child marriage, early pregnancy and other harmful practices, including addressing PIAHs. Ensure children's access to comprehensive sexuality education in the education system.    

BEST INTERESTS OF THE CHILD

In the survey, 9 out of 10 directors and technicians of civil society organizations were of the opinion that the State does not have the best interests of the child as a primary consideration (the lack of strengthening of DINAF, its limited budget and, in general, the low public investment in children, the outsourcing of services without a budget and limited monitoring capacity to verify their quality).  among others). Nor has the first National Policy for the Guarantee of the Rights of Children and Adolescents in Honduras been finalized after several years.

SIGADENAH promoted a legislative package for the protection of children (March 2021), but its harmonization with international standards and its adequate implementation remains to be reviewed.

Recommendation 13: Consistent with recommendations 1, 3, 4, 6, 9 10 of this report; in the harmonization of the law, public policies and budget, make reforms and express inclusions based on the best interests of the child. 

RIGHT TO LIFE, SURVIVAL AND DEVELOPMENT 

The UNAH Violence Observatory between 2007-2021 reports that the murder of children and adolescents is equivalent to 10.2% of the total homicides in the period. In the 0-14 age range, homicides are estimated at 70 murders per year, and in the 15-19 age range, there are 400 to 800 murders per year. At least 23 adolescents were killed while in custody in the Detention Centers between 2014-2021. 
 
There is no data on how many crimes against children have been investigated and sentenced, but in Honduras impunity for homicides hovers around 90%.

The National Policy for the Prevention of Violence against Children and Youth, PNPV-NJ (PCM-11-2013) has had limited application. The planned Municipal Plans for security and citizen coexistence have not been drawn up in the 298 municipalities; Nor was a budget item approved for its implementation, nor an annual operational plan for its monitoring. The majority of the children and adolescents consulted for this report are unaware of the existence of the PNPV-NJ.
No legislative or public policy effort has been made to prevent children from having access to firearms or being recruited to force them to participate in gangs and criminal acts. 

Recommendation 14: Update the PNPV-NJ, its action plan and implementation budget. Ensure that a differentiated plan is included to address the problem of recruitment and/or participation of children and adolescents in gangs and other criminal groups; address the problem of the possession and access of firearms among children in contexts of violence; develop specific plans to reduce impunity for the killings of children.

RESPECT FOR CHILDREN'S OPINIONS.

The participation of children and adolescents is visible in instances such as the Student Legislative Congress, the School and Student Governments and, since 2019, in the SIGADENAH. We have said that not all municipalities have Municipal Councils for the Guarantee of Children's Rights and that not all of them incorporate the informed participation of children. 

In institutional spaces, respect for children's opinions is relative, usually limited to physical presence, opinions, proposals, but they are rarely taken into account. An example can be seen on the page of the National[footnoteRef:9] Congress that shows the members of the 2022 student Legislative Congress, some activities, but their proposals are not visible, nor the follow-up to them.   [9:  https://cni.congresonacional.hn/    ] 


There are no known guardianship spaces where children have access to child participation and to be heard, in particular it is visible in adolescents in pedagogical centers or detention centers for juvenile offenders.

Recommendation 15: Establish measurable indicators of children's participation at all levels. 

C.	 CIVIL RIGHTS AND LIBERTIES 

BIRTH REGISTRATION. 

The reform of the law on the National Registry of Persons reduced the registration period from 1 year to 6 months. The procedures continue to be cumbersome for poor families due to the long distances, the lack of disclosure of registration requirements, etc.

The RNP has 348 offices in the country's 298 municipalities, 293 of which have a computerized system. There are 10 Auxiliary Offices in villages in border municipalities, which are difficult to access or where ethnic groups predominate. In the Department of Gracias a Dios, most municipalities do not have registry offices, which is a limitation given the geographical characteristics for internal transport. 

There is no information on whether the reduction in birth registrations during the pandemic was exceeded in 2022 and 2023. According to RNP, 2020 was the year that the fewest birth registrations were received with 153,190 registrations, compared to 182,471 in 2019. While the country's birth rate remains stable, birth registrations declined.

Recommendation 16: RNP should pay special attention to guaranteeing the right to a name and a family, as well as expanding public policy measures for the registration of births delayed by the pandemic, tropical phenomena and poverty. 

FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION AND PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY. 

Since the 2009 coup d'état, the country has experienced constant mobilizations and protests (the coup itself, electoral fraud, corruption, etc.) and other specific conflicts over issues such as the non-payment of the student bonus and university crises that have been repressed by the military and heavy weaponry. There has been criminalization of more than a hundred adolescents and young people in a decade, especially of student leaders in school and not. There were injuries to students during the repressions, profiling of the main leaders with military persecution, exile of students, and murder of several of them, but there are no official statistics on the number of murders and persecution of children linked to their participation in protests[footnoteRef:10].  [10:  A schoolgirl from the Vicente Cáceres Central School in Tegucigalpa (laprensa.hn) is murdered, and see Students from the Vicente Cáceres Central Institute who have been murdered (elheraldo.hn)] 


Honduras has used concepts such as illegal demonstration, usurpation of public property, and illicit association for such criminalization. It is required that in a comprehensive revision of the new Penal Code, criminalizing figures or those with ambiguous content be repealed, so that the State can continue the persecution of youth and student social protest. (Recommendation No. 2 above)

D. VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN 

PARTICIPATION OF CHILDREN IN GANGS. 

[bookmark: _Hlk75058809]A joint study (PNPRRS and UNDP 2019[footnoteRef:11]), estimates that younger children participate in gangs under the figure of flags: "Flags are children between 6 and 14 years of age, they represent the lowest level within the hierarchy, they are not yet members." "To be a flag is to give notice and warning to other members of the gang of the entry into the territory of unknown or strange people, police forces or rival gang members." [11:  Study on the situation of Maras and Gangs in Honduras, 2019. ASJ, UNDP, PNPRRS] 


The PNPRRS has a limited budget that represents only 1.1% of the total budget of the Prevention, Security and Defense Cabinet (GPSD), [footnoteRef:12]with an allocation of just 8,200,187.00 lempiras for the year 2023 (about 331,000 dollars). Its budget shortfall limits its geographical presence to two cities in the country. It suffers from a lack of universalization of its services, follow-up on individual cases, lack of protection measures for its staff and children who request it, etc.  [12: tags. Study on the Situation of Maras and Gangs in Honduras, 2019.] 


In the case of the rehabilitation of children in conflict with the law, the measures are dictated by the Children's Courts and implemented by the National Institute for the Care of Juvenile Offenders (INAMI), as will be seen below.

In 2018, the National Anti-Gang Force (FNAMP) was created as an elite group in the fight against gangs. As a police control body, it does not operate in the field of prevention, rehabilitation or reintegration. There are uninvestigated allegations of the use of force by members of the anti-gang force, adulteration of false evidence (false positives), torture and even murder.[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  https://reporterosdeinvestigacion.com/2022/07/13/fnamp-horror-torturas-testigos-falsos-siembra-de-evidencia/] 


Regarding the crime of illicit association (article 332), although it no longer appears in the new Penal Code (2017), there is a new figure, association to commit a crime (article 554 of the Criminal Code), which is confusing and can be a repressive tool as it punishes mere participation in an "illicit" demonstration or membership in any capacity in an association to commit a crime.  leaving ambiguity about "what is illicit". 

Recommendation 17. See recommendation 14 above, as well as to promote that SIGADENAH lead an evaluation and design of an Action Plan to strengthen the effectiveness of the prevention, rehabilitation and reintegration measures applied by the PNPRRS, INAMI and the private institutions that implement tertiary prevention measures. 
Ensure that the State creates an Independent Commission of Inquiry into the allegations against the National Anti-Gang Force (FNAMP).

RIGHT OF THE CHILD NOT TO BE SUBJECTED TO ANY FORM OF VIOLENCE

According to ACNUR data, [footnoteRef:14]between 2010-2017, 1,483 students were murdered, that is, 3.1% of the total number of homicides in the period indicated, in addition to the same international organization reports that: [14:  Impact of Violence in 220 Educational Centers in Tegucigalpa. Gabriel Auxume – Consultant et al. UNHCR. Honduras. 2019.] 


· More than 200,000 children and adolescents dropped out of school between 2014-2017, caused by insecurity and the economic crisis. In 2022, the Ministry of Education reported that around 50,505 children and adolescents dropped out of the education system, representing 2.73% of the initial enrollment of 1,850,000 students nationwide. 
· In 2016, more than 14,000 students were affected by the closure of night schools due to violence affecting teachers and students. 
· That same year, 300 teachers requested transfer to other schools because of the violence. 

According to SISNAM 2019, children in Honduras suffer from: Domestic violence, (22 out of every 100), physical domestic violence, (10 out of every hundred). Verbal domestic violence, (19 out of 100).[footnoteRef:15] The study "Violence against children and adolescents in Honduras" (2022)[footnoteRef:16] points out that property damage, verbal abuse, physical assault, sexual harassment and exposure to street battles are the most frequent forms of victimization.  [15:  SISNAM-HONDURAS]  [16:  Violence against children and adolescents in Honduras. Marta Lorena Suazo. Kevin Alberto Cruz. Honduras 2022. ] 

An investigative journalism study with data from the Ministry of Security from 2013 to 2023, a total of 3,748 suicides were recorded. According to age, the people who commit suicide the most are in the 15 to 30 age range, that is, adolescents and young people.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Adolescents and young people, the most likely suicides in Honduras (elheraldo.hn)] 


According to the children's survey carried out during the research of this report, 34% of the violence suffered by children is carried out by fellow students. By teachers 17 per cent, and by other people 12 per cent[footnoteRef:18]. There is a school regulation issued in 2019[footnoteRef:19] that establishes mechanisms to improve coexistence in schools, but in general teachers and the student community itself are unaware of it. There is no special distinction in the regulations between violence perpetrated by teachers, pupils and other adults. In the case of gender, there is no special description of harassment, sexual abuse and rape, there is the use of sexist and discriminatory language. The regulation places more emphasis on discipline than on protection from violence.  [18:  COIPRODEN Childhood Survey - Google Forms]  [19:   Internal Regulations for School Coexistence in Government Educational Centers of Honduras, Agreement No. 0766-SE-2019.] 


CORPORAL PUNISHMENT

In consultations with children, interviews with technicians from NGOs working with children's rights, municipal officials and local civil society, it was pointed out that the State is not taking known actions to protect children from corporal punishment, that there are no mass awareness campaigns regarding the prohibition of corporal punishment and on participatory and non-violent parenting, despite high rates of child abuse. 

The State has not created a database on domestic violence against children to make a comprehensive assessment of the extent, causes and nature of this type of violence as suggested by the Committee. The situation becomes more complex due to the fact that the new Penal Code decriminalized the concept of domestic violence, so that it does not exist as a crime, and the institutions of the justice sector do not usually keep statistics on misdemeanors or infractions classified as "minor".

ABUSE AND NEGLECT 
 
Data from the UNAH Violence Observatory indicate that between 2005 and 2021, 49% of the injuries inflicted are against women, 23% against children and 12% against girls.[footnoteRef:20]. The lack of disaggregated information is a constant, as is the absence of universal and well-strengthened programs for prevention at all levels, rehabilitation and psychosocial support for child victims of abuse.  [20:  National Bulletins (unah.edu.hn)] 

However, for access to reporting and police assistance, there is the DINAF toll-free line 110[footnoteRef:21] to file complaints of rights violations, offer emotional support to children and their families at risk. There is no research that provides disaggregated statistics on the service, nor a known evaluation of the effectiveness of the 110 line. [21:  DINAF makes available to children the free Complaint Line 110 – DINAF] 

Both in the focus groups and in the survey, children indicated that their main aggressors are people on the street (42.12% of cases), gangs (34.6%), parents (33.25%) and classmates (34%). The four main forms of violence identified by children are: physical and/or psychological abuse (48.65%), they are forced to work from a young age (38.1%), they are not allowed to study to put them to work (40.7%) and discrimination against pregnant adolescents.

SEXUAL EXPLOITATION AND ABUSE

The UNAH Violence Observatory points out that girls and boys are more exposed to sexual abuse and rape. Between 2005 and 2021, the majority of Forensic Medicine visits (83.5%) for sexual crimes (abuse, rape) are against children, that is, 8 out of 10 are committed against children and adolescents, but 7 out of 10 occur against girls (74%). Importantly, 4% of sexual offences are committed against girls aged 0-4 years.
By law, there is an obligation to report to health and education authorities and justice operators. 
With the installation by CONADEH of a Protocol for the Reception of Complaints in the Pedagogical Centers for the Internment of Child Offenders, the complaint and justice are brought closer to the victim. 

The confidentiality of the process is part of the established protocol. Similar mechanisms need to be set up in public and private educational centers and places of residence or custody of children.

Recommendation 18: Incorporate the entire chapter D Violence Against Children in the update of the PNPV-NJ proposed in recommendation No. 14 cited above. Including: a) the updating and harmonization of the Regulations on coexistence in schools; b) the conduct of a national survey on the victimization of children prior to the updating of the PNPV-NJ; (c) harmonizing the Penal Code and the Children and Adolescents Code; Law on Police and Citizen Coexistence; the Law Against School Bullying, known as the anti-bullying law (Decree No. 96/2014), others. 

HARMFUL PRACTICES

Honduras took an important step to protect girls from early marriage and pregnancy by reforming the Family Code in 2017 and raising the minimum age of marriage to 18 and 21, leaving the regulation as follows: "Article 16. The age of majority is attained upon attainment of twenty-one (21) years of age. Only persons of legal age are free to marry. However, men and women over eighteen (18) years of age may contract it, provided that authorization is granted in accordance with this Code."   Repealing the regulations that allowed the marriage of girls and boys with the authorization of their parents. 

According to Swissinfo's press release, quoting Plan International Honduras, "More than 30% of girls and adolescents are in some way forced into marriage at an early age."[footnoteRef:22] In the demographic and health survey "Child conjugal union" is a phenomenon that occurs more in rural areas, 12% in the union before the age of 15, in contrast to 6% observed in urban areas and; 42% in the Union before the age of 18, compared to 25% in the urban area. Conjugal unions before the age of 15 and 18 occur more among women with less education and among those in the poorest quintile. Conjugal union before the age of 15 is 13 times higher in women with basic education than in those with higher education, and the percentage of the poorest quintile is five times higher than that reflected in the richest quintile.[footnoteRef:23] [22:  https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/d%C3%ADa-ni%C3%B1a-honduras_el-matrimonio-infantil-afecta-al-34---de-las-ni%C3%B1as-en-honduras/47020060]  [23:  https://www.ine.gob.hn/V3/imag-doc/2021/10/Informe-ENDESA-MICS-2019.pdf] 


Child marriage or the de facto unions of girls with young men, adults or peers of age, is one of the causes of the high adolescent fertility rate in Honduras: 101 per 1000[footnoteRef:24] adolescent girls between the ages of 15 and 19, and that the risk of maternal mortality is 2 times higher among adolescent girls aged 15-17 and 5 times higher in girls under 15 years. Beyond the reform of the Family Code, conjugal unions and teenage pregnancy are a constant. [24:  https://honduras.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/unfpa_2020_version_web_compressed.pdf] 


Recommendation 19: Implement comprehensive sexuality education in schools and colleges and schools of parents with the help of awareness campaigns (consult and approve the derogated law). Ratification of the Optional Protocol to CEDAW.  
F. CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES*
The State's combined sixth and seventh report, apart from a few observations on inclusive education, does not mention anything about children and disabilities. During the interview process, both teachers and students pointed out the absence of minimum conditions for children with disabilities. 

There is no detailed census, but it is estimated that some 800,000 people in the country face some special disability. There is no data on poverty indicators and even less disaggregation of the sector. 

The State approved inclusive education, and the Regulation on Inclusive Education for Persons with Disabilities, Special Educational Needs and Exceptional Talents, Agreement 1365-2014 of the Ministry of Education, which stipulates in article 7 the creation of a psycho-pedagogical team in each departmental directorate of education, but it has not been implemented. 

However, the majority of the education system does not have a well-equipped structure. According to the sources consulted, at the physical-structural level, the educational centers lack the conditions in the facilities for children to be able to move around: ramps, handrails, acoustics, nor is transportation or a system of scholarships offered to encourage the families of children with disabilities. 

There is a university program in Special Education that trains teachers to join the 2% of schools nationwide that are trained to serve children with disabilities[footnoteRef:25]. In the capital there are only 35 authorized schools, out of the 1,241 at the basic level, which currently have children with disabilities among their enrollment. In these schools, they work with extra hours with the support of a psychologist and special education teacher. There are also specialized centers dedicated exclusively to children with disabilities, some of which are private in nature. [25:  Only 2 per cent of schools cater for children with disabilities (elheraldo.hn)] 


Recommendation 20: That SENAF, SIGADENAH actively incorporate and promote the participation of civil society and children in the process led by the Ministry of Social Development, SEDESOL, which promotes a new Law for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities ensuring the inclusion of a chapter on inclusive education. Expand solidarity scholarship programs to children and young people with disabilities, as well as the inclusion of seed capital programs for their ventures. Move forward in the 298 municipalities to create Municipal Disability Units.  Assess the urgency of increasing the resources allocated to organizations that provide services for children with disabilities.
RIGHT OF THE CHILD TO THE ENJOYMENT OF THE HIGHEST ATTAINABLE STANDARD OF HEALTH.
The Ministry of Health, SESAL, provides public services to 60% of the population, while 18% of the inhabitants do not have access to any health services.  Investment in health is among the lowest in the Americas, at $101 per person in 2020 (the average for Latin America and the Caribbean is $392 per person).
A problem affecting the health of the Honduran population is acute food insecurity, according to the CIF Acute Food Insecurity Analysis Report, 2.6 million people would be in food insecurity crisis or emergency as of 2022, and require urgent attention.
SESAL data on sexually transmitted infections (STIs) report that in 2018 there were 7,076 people infected with syphilis, genital herpes, condyloma acuminata, gonorrhea, and HIV/AIDS.  STIs particularly affect people living in vulnerable conditions, with adolescents and young people standing out as the most vulnerable. Six out of 10 sexually active adolescents and young people do not use any form of contraception or STI protection and are therefore at risk of unintended pregnancies and infections. In 2023, progress is being made with the legalization of the use, sale and marketing of Emergency Contraceptive Pills (ECPs), previously criminalized.
Honduras criminalizes all forms of abortion. According to SESAL data, the total fertility rate (TFR) in Honduras in 2020 dropped to 2.5 children per woman. The country ranks second in Latin America with the highest number of teenage pregnancies, a situation that perpetuates the poverty in which girls and young women find themselves (UNFPA, 2022).  The adolescent pregnancy rate reached 89 per 1,000 girls between the ages of 10 and 17 by 2021, higher than the region's average of 61 pregnancies per 1,000 girls. According to the National Demographic and Health Survey (2019), 22.9% of adolescent girls between the ages of 15 and 19 have already had a pregnancy and 5% are pregnant.
Recommendation 21: Consult and approve a comprehensive primary health care strategy of universal and quality with sufficient resources, with special attention to rural and indigenous populations.  Pay attention to urgent aspects of adolescent health, particularly related to their sexual and reproductive health at risk of STIs, HIV, and rapid access to antiretrovirals; early pregnancy and risk of life due to clandestine abortion; child maternity and paternity; etc.

G.	 EDUCATION, RECREATION AND CULTURAL ACTIVITIES (arts. 28-31)
EDUCATION, INCLUDING VOCATIONAL TRAINING AND GUIDANCE. 

During the last 5 years, the budget in the Ministry of Education has decreased in relation to the percentage of the national budget, falling from 11.4% in 2019 to 9.7% in 2023. This irregularity in the movement of the budget exposes the lack of planning and the dissociation between the educational needs of children and state planning. Variances should be minimal and close to a spending pattern. 

Casa Alianza[footnoteRef:26] points out that before the pandemic only 51% of school-age children (3 to 17 years old) attended school. Since the beginning of the pandemic, it is estimated that more than 1 million children have been left out of the education system. The technological gap mainly affected children who were unable to receive education due to lack of access to technologies, resources to pay for connectivity, or lived in areas without signal. [26:  Interview: April 2021.] 


During 2020, in addition to the confinement due to the SARS-CoV-2 virus, the country suffered the devastating impact of two consecutive hurricanes, storms Eta and Iota, which affected not only educational inclusion, but also school infrastructure, since schools are places of shelter whenever there are natural disasters. Both events have had a very strong impact on the education system, which has not yet recovered and which managed to return to face-to-face studies until 2023. This period is considered the lost years of national education, given that a significant number of children have dropped out of the education system because they have had to migrate or become involved in child labor due to the economic impact on their families. The EPHPM 2021 revealed a reduction in the coverage rate of school-age children in the education system, from 93.1% in 2019 to 77.2% in 2021. Since March 2020, it is estimated that at least 310,000 students have dropped out of the school system in the country.

Recommendation 22: It is a priority to overcome the lost years of the pandemic and education must reach in situ where children who are out of school for whatever reason are. Pay special attention to access to education without discrimination for indigenous children, children in educational or detention centers, children in guardianship or custody centers; children on and off the street; migrant children, among other vulnerable populations. Enact affirmative measures for the inclusion of girls, especially in their ability to pursue careers in science and technology. 
The State must build decent shelters in the main areas of climate risk to avoid the loss of education due to the use of schools as shelters for periods that are often prolonged. 

CHILDREN LIVING ON THE STREETS

[bookmark: _Hlk74159201]Recommendation 82. ENDESA 2012 indicates that 57% of children live with their biological parents, and it is estimated that the remaining 43% live at risk and on the street. According to Casa Alianza, [footnoteRef:27] in 2020 some "18 thousand children and young people were living on the streets."  [27:  Home - Casa Alianza, Opening Doors for Helpless Children (casa-alianza.org.hn)] 


In the context of the emergency caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, in 2020 SIGADENAH, through DINAF, identified children who practiced begging with their families and made a single delivery of 148 food rations. However, children living on the streets must be distinguished from those who beg at the request of their parents and other relatives. 

Finally, with regard to the Committee's recommendations (No. 82), there has been no progress with regard to having a current and permanent census of street children, and there are no awareness-raising campaigns to welcome and reintegrate them into society and to avoid the discrimination that favors the criminalization and extrajudicial executions of street children. The Law on Police and Social Coexistence is also in force, criminalizing "pernicious vagrancy and gangs" through stigmatizing figures.

Recommendation 23: Create a specialized directorate for street children within SENAF. The INE promotes the preparation of a current and permanent census of street children, develops a strategic plan for their care, protection and deployment of actions for their reintegration and wholesome integration; development of awareness-raising campaigns against the stigma they suffer; repeal of norms that stigmatize, criminalize and encourage violence against them, etc.

ECONOMIC EXPLOITATION, INCLUDING CHILD LABOR

Honduras has not complied with CRC Recommendation No. 79 on harmonizing the Labor Code with laws on the rights of the child, nor with OIT Convention No. 138, nor has it ratified the OIT Domestic Workers Convention, 2011 (No. 189).

The results of the latest module on child labor (2022) of the EHPM Multipurpose Household Survey  indicatethat, [footnoteRef:28]in Honduras  Of the total population of children aged 5 to 17, 73.3% of them only study, 13.7% neither work nor study, 7.5% only work and 5.5% study and work. It is observed that the majority of the population aged 5 to 9 years only studies (88.9%). It is also observed that as age increases, the percentage of children who only study decreases and in the other categories increases, with a significant increase in the number of children who only work in the age range of 15 to 17 years, with 46% who only work (22.1%) and do not study or work (24.2%). [28:  Child Labor in Honduras, EPHPM, June 2022 - INE] 

The average income for those who study and work is 2,155 lempiras and for those who only work is 2,824 lempiras, and of this group it should be noted that girls receive on average L1,744 and boys almost double: 3,113 lempiras.

Although the report shows a reduction, noting that child labor is mainly carried out by adolescents aged 15 to 17; However, it is reflected that 3.3% work in domestic activities and there are 44.7% who work without salary or unpaid work, possibly for self-employed activities of the family group.

Recommendations 24: Harmonize national legislation with OIT Convention No. 138 concerning the Minimum Age for Admission to Employment; Amend the Labor Inspection Law, Decree No. 178-2016 to the standards on the best interests of the child, establish binding sanctions for non-compliance to employers. The Inspectorate, although it has the power to inspect domestic work, in practice concentrates on the inspection of private sector enterprises, where high-risk and exploitative work is carried out from a very early age.

H. 	MIGRANT CHILDHOOD. See Alternative Report (COIPRODEN 2023) to the Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, PAHO.

ADMINISTRATION OF JUVENILE CRIMINAL JUSTICE.

As of February 2022, it was recorded that in the last 5 years some 2000 adolescents had been sanctioned by the courts on children's matters, of which only 210 were inmates in the six Pedagogical Detention Centers run by INAMI. On the same date, the Program for Alternative Measures to Deprivation of Liberty was providing care to 2,410 children serving a sentence on probation and are being subjected to secondary and tertiary prevention programs. In August 2023, the numbers of internment fell to 181 adolescents in the INAMI Centers, and 1,555 children (9 out of 10 cases) were in rehabilitation from home with alternative measures that have helped reduce the deprivation of liberty.

Prior to the 2015 CRC Observations, there was a trend towards internment or deprivation of liberty. By comparison, according to data from the Judicial Statistics Unit (CEDIJ) in 2015, internment measures were issued in 75% of cases. The most recurrent criminal offenses in that period were illegal possession of weapons, drug trafficking, robbery, theft, extortion, among others[footnoteRef:29]. [29:  Source: Judicial Branch Statistical Bulletin 2015, Electronic Center for Judicial Documentation and Information, CEDIJ. ] 


In 2017, the State decreed the creation of the National Institute for the Care of Juvenile Offenders (INAMI) as a decentralized institution, with competence and attributions at the national level, to administer the organization, administration and operation of the Pedagogical Detention Centers for Juvenile Offenders Deprived of Liberty and the System of Alternative Measures to Deprivation of 


Liberty, jointly with the Office of the Special Prosecutor for Children and the Special Courts for Children.  In addition to implementing substitute measures per se, it also establishes partnerships with specialized social organizations (they should be certified).
 
As of PCM decree 41-2023, INAMI will report to SENAF as of January 1, 2024.

In 2015, the former headquarters of the Cobras Police Battalion was set up as an extension of the "pedagogical" Renacer Center, which was used on a discretionary basis to intern adolescents in gangs and other defendants accused of serious crimes (PCM Decree 56-2015). There were reports of torture of children and adolescents in the center. Since mid-2021, "the Cobras" were abandoned and the adolescents were transferred to the Nuevo Jalteva Center in the municipality of Cedros, Francisco Morazán, which is also described as a maximumsecurity center with more restricted measures, there is no freedom of movement, visits are given every 15 days and as a safeguard measure there is a fragile separation of adolescents by the gang to which they belong. The government in 2023 has mentioned that the concept of the Center will be changed to one of psycho-pedagogical measures with a view to rehabilitation and reintegration. But to date the measure has not been effective.  As of June 2023, some 69 child and adolescent offenders have been interned in Nueva Jalteva.
Various studies indicate that the common characteristics of all detention centers are: lack of adequate infrastructure, lack of education, medical care and psychological care; family uprooting, lack of judicial supervision and access to an independent supervision mechanism, lack of visits and supervision by the Judges for the Execution of Sentences, in addition to "prison" violence. According to data from the Association for a More Just Society (ASJ) between 2014 and 2019, at least 22 children deprived of liberty were executed (murdered) inside state Pedagogical Centers, 1 more case was added in 2021. Meanwhile, 154 teenagers escaped during riots and clashes with internal and external security personnel[footnoteRef:30]. [30:  Coalition for the Restitution of the Rights of Children in Conflict Calls for Guaranteeing the Life and Physical Integrity of Children in Liberty - ASJ Honduras] 


In order to correct the shortcomings of the Pedagogical Centers, INAMI has invested in school infrastructure, vocational workshops and recreational areas in order to incorporate a re-educational model aimed at the comprehensive rehabilitation and reintegration into social life of children in conflict with the law. 

However, it should be noted that the process is quite recent and that, despite having medical, psychiatric, psychological and social services, the staff is limited and there is little capacity to care for children and adolescents subject to alternative measures. It is also noted that INAMI does not have the capacity to follow up and support many of the young people with precautionary measures and who belong to rural areas of the country, so they are sometimes psychologists from civil society organizations who must make home visits. This, of course, prevents an adequate and comprehensive approach to the rehabilitation of adolescents. 

Recommendation 25: INAMI needs to be strengthened after an evaluation of its functioning. Differentiated and individualized rehabilitation programs should be implemented that take into account the characteristics of children and their particular social problems, including their involvement in gangs. Security inside the centers must be seen from a multidimensional perspective not limited to physical security[footnoteRef:31]. In addition, it is necessary to demilitarize the approach where the military and/or police provide external custody of the internment centers. [31:  Recommendations of the Coalition for the Restitution of the Rights of Children in Conflict with the Law. See Guaranteeing the life and physical integrity of children deprived of liberty calls for the Coalition for the Restitution of the Rights of Children in Conflict - ASJ Honduras+] 


I. Ratification of the Optional Protocol on a communications procedure

Recommendation 26: Ratify the third Optional Protocol to the CRC on the communications procedure. 


ANNEXES

Methodology
The drafting of the four Alternative Reports prepared by the COIPRODEN Network of Honduras included the following documents:
1. Sixth and Seventh Alternative Periodic Reports on compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).
2. Alternative Follow-up Report to the State's Compliance Report on the Optional Protocol on Children in Armed Conflict (OPAC).
3. Alternative Follow-up Report to the State's Compliance Report on the Optional Protocol on Child Pornography and Commercial Sexual Exploitation (OPSC).
4. Alternative Report from Children and Adolescents on the State of Honduras' Compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).

The methodology was integrative, eminently qualitative in nature, where priority was given to the voice of different key informants, such as organizations affiliated to COIPRODEN and public institutions such as the Judiciary (children's courts, domestic violence), the National Police, the General Staff, the Public Ministry, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Labor (child labor).  other institutions. In addition, parents and teachers of primary and secondary education were interviewed.
During the proceedings, representatives of the following institutions were interviewed: SIGADENAH, DINAF, SEDESOL, CONADEH, SENAEH, Children's Prosecutor's Office, Forensic Medicine, ATTIC, INAMI, Observatory of Violence/IUDPAS UNAH, among others. 
The 4 Reports listened to the voice of children: this is how several face-to-face workshops were designed and developed under the modality of focus groups. A total of 10 consultation sessions were held, 4 for urban populations and 6 for children from indigenous communities, in which 178 children participated.
In the ten consultations with children, group interview techniques were used, accompanied by playful-participatory exercises. The participants were children in school and out of school from communities in poverty, indigenous children, migrants, in homes and residences, homeless, LGBTI, in conflict with the law, with disabilities, in humanitarian situations due to hurricanes, urban and rural. Special care was taken to ask parents for their informed consent prior to recording their opinions. 

The reports were prepared in two stages: 1) In 2021, due to the SARS COV-2 and COVID 19 pandemic, it caused the closure of face-to-face public education and the social isolation of the country in general, so it was not possible to conduct a greater number of interviews with institutions and informants, and face-to-face consultation days for children,  but that same year, 321 children from different regions of the country were able to fill out a digital survey on "what children think and how they live their rights and what can be done to comply with them". Access to the technology was made possible thanks to several civil society organizations from the children's sector that had been accompanying them, most of them CSOs affiliated with COIPRODEN.  

2) In 2023, for the updating and expansion of this Report, another 95 children and adolescents participated in the digital survey that was disseminated at the national level. Along with this, an expansion was carried out in September where 199 children and adolescents were surveyed in person who, because they are from remote areas (peasants and indigenous peoples) and from poor conditions, do not have access to the internet and that most of them are not organized. A total of 615 children were surveyed in the two periods.
The reports followed the standards and guidelines issued by the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the structure and extent of periodic reports to be submitted by States and Alternative Reports by civil society.


COIPRODEN
List of civil society organizations interviewed in the two stages of preparation of the 4 Alternative Reports.
	Number
	Name of organization
	Place

	1. 
	Save the Children
	San Pedro Sula, Tegucigalpa

	2. 
	Word Vision
	San Pedro Sula, Tegucigalpa

	3. 
	Casa Alianza Honduras
	San Pedro Sula, Tegucigalpa

	4. 
	Children International
	San Pedro Sula

	5. 
	AIDS FORUM
	San Pedro Sula

	6. 
	Glasswing International
	San Pedro Sula

	7. 
	Juan Lindo Educational Center
	San Francisco de Opalaca

	8. 
	Indigenous Lenca Children
	Guajiquiro, La Paz

	9. 
	Plan International Honduras
	Tegucigalpa

	10. 
	Alternativas y Oportunidades
	Tegucigalpa

	11. 
	Aldeas Infantiles SOS Honduras
	Tegucigalpa

	12. 
	Nuestros Pequeños Hermanos de Honduras
	Tegucigalpa

	13. 
	Semillas de Esperanza
	Tegucigalpa

	14. 
	Fundación de Waal
	Tegucigalpa

	15. 
	Fuhril
	Tegucigalpa

	16. 
	Association for a More Just Society
	Tegucigalpa

	17. 
	Cerebral Palsy Rehabilitation Program (PREPACE)
	Tegucigalpa

	18. 
	Asociación Compartir con los Niños y Niñas de Honduras
	Tegucigalpa

	19. 
	DINAF
	Tegucigalpa

	20. 
	Judiciary (Children's and Domestic Violence Courts)
	Tegucigalpa

	21. 
	National Police
	Tegucigalpa

	22. 
	Observatory of Violence/IUDPAS UNAH
	Tegucigalpa

	23. 
	CONICH Organization, Maya Chortí Children
	Carrizalón, Copán Ruins

	24. 
	Organización Mariposas Libres, Garifuna Children
	Tornabé, Atlantean Fabric

	25. 
	Juan Manuel Gálvez Basic Educational Center
	Yamaranguila, Intibucá

	26. 
	Marco Aurelio Soto Basic Education Center
	Tornabé, Atlantean Fabric

	27. 
	Marco Aurelio Soto Basic Education Center, Tolupan Children
	El Tablón, in Yoro, Yoro

	28. 
	Juana Leclerc Institute
	Tegucigalpa

	29. 
	COIPRODEN
	Tegucigalpa

	30. 
	INAMI’s Centro Sagrado Corazón
	Tegucigalpa

	31. 
	Asociación Kukulcan 
	Tegucigalpa

	32. 
	Diversity in Resistance Movement
	San Pedro Sula

	33. 
	 Mateo Molina Technical Institute
	Pespire, Choluteca

	34. 
	Pech Indigenous Children
	Santa María Del Carbón, San Esteban, Olancho

	35. 
	Manuel Bonilla Basic Center
	Santa María Del Carbón, San Esteban, Olancho

	36. 
	Escuela Nueva España
	Santa María Del Carbón, San Esteban, Olancho

	37. 
	Santa Barbara Area Development Association (ADASBA)
	Santa Barbara

	38. 
	 Honduras Action (AH)

	Santa Barbara

	39. 
	Indigenous Lenca children
	Monte Verde, San Francisco de Opalaca

	40. 
	José Trinidad Cabañas Basic Educational Center
	El Durazno Village, M.D.C.
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