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Honourable expert members, ladies and gentlemen, thank you for giving me the opportunity to update you on the work  of the International Disability and Development Consortium. IDDC is a global consortium of disability and development non-governmental organisations (NGOs), mainstream development NGOs and organisations of persons with disabilities supporting inclusive development work in more than 100 countries around the world.

Since your 16th Session, I wish to congratulate newly elected members to the committee and wish you a fruitful meeting. I would like to explain in a little more depth the Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable Development Goals process in relation to countries you will have upcoming dialogues with.

The Sustainable Development Goals – voluntary national reviews.  

In 2016 the theme set by the UN’s High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development was “ensure no one is left behind”– this process included many references to persons with disabilities.  Additional information is available in the written format of this statement.  Read the synthesis report here.
In 2017 the theme for the voluntary national reviews is "Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world".  Crucially countries you will hold constructive dialogues with during this session who are also part of this review process include: Iran, Cyprus, Jordan and Honduras.
As part of its follow-up and review mechanisms, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development encourages member states to “conduct regular and inclusive reviews of progress at the national and sub-national levels, which are country-led and country-driven”.  As stipulated in the 2030 Agenda, regular reviews by the High-level Political Forum are to be voluntary, State-led, undertaken by both developed and developing countries, and provide a platform for partnerships, including through the participation of major groups and other relevant stakeholders, including persons with disabilities.
The voluntary national reviews (VNRs) aim to facilitate the sharing of experiences, including successes, challenges and lessons learned, with a view to accelerating the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. They also seek to strengthen policies and institutions of governments and to mobilize multi-stakeholder support and partnerships for the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals.

The theme for 2017 as mentioned, is "Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world". A set of seven of the 17 SDGs will be reviewed in depth. Each of these Goals are inextricably and explicitly linked to articles of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
.  Additional information is available in the written format of this statement.  For example: 
Goal 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere is linked to articles 10, 12, and 28.
Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture is linked to articles 12 and 28. 
Goal 3: Good health and well-being: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages: is linked to articles 10, 23 and 25.
Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls: is linked to articles 6, 7, 8, 12, 16, 23, 25, 28 and 29.
Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialisation: is liked to  articles 12, 20, 21, and 27.
Goal 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development: is linked to articles 9, 21, 31, and 32.
In addition, UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs is engaged in direct capacity development assistance to a number of pilot countries, namely Honduras and Jordan relevant to your work in this session.

I hope this information serves you well, electronic copies of this statement will be circulated, along with additional information
on the activities of the International Disability and Development Consortium since your last session.

I thank you for your time and wish you a fruitful session.
� Further information, includes:


Goal 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere is this goal is underpinned by article 10 the right to life control over one’s own resources by guaranteeing equal recognition before the law (article 12) and an adequate standard of living and social protection (article 28), as well as articles 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 31 and 32.


Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture demands the right to adequate food, including food security, safeguards, and an adequate standard of living (article 28), control over land, property and inheritance can be guaranteed by equal recognition before the law (article 12), as well as articles 5, 6, 7, 9, 31 and 32.


Goal 3: Good health and well-being: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages: This is underpinned by the right to life (CRPD article 10); access to sexual and reproductive health services is recognized by the right to enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health without discrimination on the basis of disability (CRPD article 25), family planning, information and education is ensured by respect for home and the family (CRPD article 23), as well as articles 6, 7, 9, 11, 31 and 32.


Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls: Article 6 of the CRPD recognizes that women and girls with disabilities are subjected to multiple discrimination; the elimination of harmful practices requires effective women- and child-focused legislation and policies as outlined in article 16 of the CRPD; the provision of social protection policies is covered by article 28 of the CRPD; the right to participation in political and public life relates to article 29 of the CRPD; the right to the same range and quality and standard of free or affordable sexual and reproductive health is recognized in article 25 of the CRPD; the right to reproductive and family planning is ensured through respect for home and family (CRPD article 23); women’s right to ownership over land, property and inheritance is acknowledged in CRPD article 12’s right to equal recognition before the law; and the right to accessible information and communications for women and girls is outlined in article 21 of the CRPD; the promotion of gender equality for women and girls with disabilities is recognised in article 8 of the CRPD on awareness-raising, in addition articles 5, 7, 9 and 31 are applicable.


Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialisation: Access to financial services including affordable credit is ensured by equal recognition before the law (CRPD article 12); ensuring personal mobility with the greatest possible independence for persons with disabilities can be guaranteed by implementing article 20 of the CRPD; freedom to access information on an equal basis with others and through all forms of communication is part of article 21 of the CRPD; promoting opportunities for self-employment, entrepreneurship, the development of cooperatives and starting one’s own business are recognised rights under article 27 of the CRPD; articles 5, 6, 7, 9, 31 and 32 are also applicable.


Goal 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for sustainable development: enhancing the use of enabling technology, in particular information and communication technology can be achieved for persons with disabilities by implementing article 21 of the CRPD to ensure accessibility; collection of high quality, timely and reliable data disaggregated by disability relates directly to article 31 of the CRPD on statistics and data collection; articles 9 and 32 of the CRPD especially in regard to partnerships with organisations of persons with disabilities and facilitating access to technology transfer, are also applicable.





� 1) In September last year IDDC promoted the rights of women and girls with disabilities at the Association of Women in Development meeting in Brazil, and � HYPERLINK "http://www.iddcconsortium.net/news/iddc-its-way-awid" �showcased a video� featuring two ex-members of this esteemed committee.


2) At the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) session in October 2016 in New York IDCC launched a research report into the financing of inclusive education for children with disabilities called  � HYPERLINK "http://iddcconsortium.net/sites/default/files/resources-tools/files/iddc-report-short_16-10-17.pdf" �#CostingEquity report�.  The research was funded by Open Society Foundations, Light for the World and other international disability and development organisations.


3) In December 2016, the first European Disability and Development Week (EDDW) – Together for Inclusion was organised by IDDC.


4) In January this year the first � HYPERLINK "http://undataforum.statssa.gov.za/" �UN World Data Forum� took place in Cape Town, South Africa. The Forum brought together key experts from governments, businesses, civil society and the scientific and academic communities to discuss opportunities and challenges and showcase the latest innovations to improve data and statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  Persons with disabilities had a strong presence at the Forum. International Disability Alliance (IDA) and the International Disability and Development Consortium (IDDC) co-organised a session on “collecting disability data toward implementing the sustainable development goals and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  various panellists throughout the Forum highlighting disability (e.g. World Bank, DFID, and WHO), and with many DPO representatives and allies as participants and panellists. Moreover, in the opening session, Mr. Wu Hongbo, Under-Secretary-General of the UN Department for Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), included the need for data on persons with disabilities in his speech.  There is also a disability reference in the � HYPERLINK "http://undataforum.org/WorldDataForum/launch-of-the-cape-town-global-action-plan-for-sustainable-development-data/" �Cape Town Global Action Plan for Sustainable Development Data� (GAP) that was launched at the World Data Forum.
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