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Ref: PAM-UNC/CERN/117/CU
Date: March 22, 2026

​To: Committee for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD)
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
Palais Wilson, Geneva, 
Switzerland  

Submitted by:
​1) Pan African Movement – Uganda National Chapter (PAM-UNC)
​2) Uganda-Cuba Friendship Society

Re: ​JOINT SOLIDARITY CONTRIBUTION - 117TH SESSION OF CERD IN SUPPORT OF CUBA’S NATIONAL REPORT ON THE ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

​The Pan African Movement (Uganda) and the Uganda-Cuba Friendship Society submit this contribution to highlight the practical impact of Cuba’s anti-racist domestic and foreign policies. We argue that Cuba’s commitment to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD) is not merely a legal adherence but a lived practice evidenced through its transformative South-South cooperation.

​Our organizations testify to the historical and ongoing fruits of this partnership, which serves as a global benchmark for solidarity between African nations and the Diaspora:
​Establishment of MUST (1989): A landmark achievement was the founding of the Mbarara University of Science and Technology (MUST). Based on a direct agreement between President Yoweri Museveni and President Fidel Castro, Cuban professors were instrumental in establishing this institution, which has since trained thousands of Ugandan doctors, specifically to serve in rural, underserved communities; ​Medical and Academic Mobility (2022–2024): Recent years have seen a revival in academic exchange. In late 2022, Kyambogo University and other Ugandan institutions formalized agreements to bring Cuban specialists in engineering and science technology to Uganda to supplement local expertise; The Food-for-Medicine Trade Deal (2025): Marking over 50 years of diplomatic ties, our governments recently initiated a groundbreaking "counter-trade" (barter) agreement. Under this framework, Uganda exports food items (such as maize and beans) to Cuba in exchange for essential vaccines and medical supplies. This innovative model bypassed traditional financial barriers to ensure both food and health security; ​High-Level Strategic Visits (2024–2026): The hosting of the 19th Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) Summit and the G77 + China Summit in Kampala facilitated high-level technical exchanges, reaffirming that our partnership is a pillar of the Pan-African struggle for self-reliance.

​We urge the Committee to recognize that: 
Racial equity and human rights in Cuba cannot be discussed in a vacuum. The intensified economic, commercial, and financial blockade, further tightened by recent U.S. executive orders in early 2026, acts as a systematic violation of the rights of all Cubans, particularly affecting vulnerable Afro-descendant populations.

​The recent "fuel blockade" has led to nationwide blackouts lasting up to 20 hours. This directly impacts the cold chain for medicines and vaccines that Cuba produces for itself and for African partners like Uganda.

​The continued inclusion of Cuba on the "State Sponsors of Terrorism" list prevents international banks from processing payments even for basic humanitarian goods, hindering the acquisition of raw materials for the "Color Cubano" national program.  

​The blockade raises the cost of essential imports by up to 40%, as ships must take longer routes to avoid U.S. sanctions. This creates "artificial scarcity" that disproportionately affects the socio-economic wellbeing of families in urban centers with high Afro-descendant populations.

​We recommend that the Committee:
1) ​Formally Condemn the Blockade as a primary obstacle to the full enjoyment of the rights protected under ICERD in Cuba.
2) ​Recognize that Cuba’s export of medical and educational expertise to Africa is a unique form of systemic reparations and solidarity that should be supported, not sanctioned.
3) ​Acknowledge that Cuba’s pursuit of domestic vaccine and pharmaceutical production is a vital tool for racial and social equity in the Global South.

​In conclusion, the Uganda National Chapter of the Pan African Movement and the Uganda-Cuba Friendship Society stand in firm support of Cuba’s National Report. We view the Cuban Revolution’s fight against racism as our own and call for the immediate lifting of all coercive measures that impede its progress.

One struggle, many fronts!!

​Signed,
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For; Daniel Rugarama, 
Chairman, Pan African Movement – Uganda National Chapter
Executive Secretary, Uganda-Cuba Friendship Society
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