17th Session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Briefing on work of the Interagency Support Group to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Monday 20 March at the Palais Wilson, Geneva
Chair, members of the Committee,
Thank you for this opportunity to speak at the 17th session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. I am here today on behalf of the UN Interagency Support Group to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (IASG). We welcome this invitation and our ongoing engagement with the Committee. We also welcome incoming members of the Committee elected at the 9th Conference of States Parties (CoSP) in June. 
The IASG is tasked with advancing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and its implementation and increasing the scale and effectiveness of the United Nations' involvement in disability issues. We are made up of over 30 UN Agencies along with other major stakeholders. Over the past few years, among other matters, we have been working collaboratively to advance the inclusion of persons with disabilities within the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, to strengthen our approaches to promoting implementation of Article 11 of the CRPD, to pay a special attention to persons with disabilities in situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies and girls and women with disabilities.
IASG made a huge success during the World Humanitarian Summit when the charter on inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian response was endorsed by more than 140 humanitarian actors and stakeholders, including States, UN Agencies and civil society organizations, including organizations of persons with disabilities. The Working Group on Article 11 has been taking a lead and is now contributing to the work of a task-team created by the Interagency Standing Committee (IASC) and co-led by IDA, UNICEF and Handicap International on the development of the guidelines on inclusion of persons with disabilities in humanitarian action.
The IASG recently created a Working Group (WG) on community initiatives to implement the CRPD. 10 member organizations are part of this Working Group, which is co-chaired by UNHCR and WHO. The ultimate objective of this WG is to define mechanisms that contribute to: 1) mainstreaming disability in existing community strategies and 2) coordinating actions among agencies and organizations when they implement community initiatives that contribute to the implementation of the CRPD. The IASG hopes that there will be synergies that we can build on with the Committee's current work drafting a General Comment on Article 19. The Committee is warmly welcome to join the Working Group. 
The IASG will hold its annual face-to-face meeting on 24 and 25 April this year in Geneva. The World Health Organization, as Chair of the IASG in 2017, will host the meeting. The IASG would like to extend an invitation to the Committee to participate in this meeting. At this year’s annual face-to-face meeting, the IASG will discuss the progress made on the existing WGs and concentrate on the newly created Working Group on community initiatives to implement the CRPD. Another agenda point will be a discussion for the creation of an IASG Working Group on UN System-wide Action Plan (SWAP).
We will keep the Committee well- informed of  the progress we are continuing making with our working groups and about the activities that the IASG will organize at the 10th Conference of States Parties for the CRPD. 
On behalf of the IASG, I would like to thank the Committee once again for this opportunity today and for your continuous engagement with and support of the IASG. We look forward to continuing to work collaboratively to advance the rights of persons with disabilities.
Alarcos Cieza- WHO / Chair of the IASG
