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[bookmark: _Toc260402105][bookmark: _Toc272133734]Introduction
Since 1967, Palestinian children in the Occupied Palestinian Territory have been living under Israeli military law and prosecuted in military courts. Israel is the only country in the world that automatically and systematically prosecutes children in military courts.
While article 1 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights enshrines the right to self-determination of all peoples and demands that Israel, as a State Party, “promote the realization of the right to self-determination” and “respect that right, in conformity with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations”, Palestinians living in the Occupied Palestinian Territory have consistently been denied this right for decades.
Each year approximately 500-700 Palestinian children[footnoteRef:1] from the occupied West Bank, some as young as 12 years old, are detained and imprisoned in the Israeli military detention system where ill-treatment of children is widespread and systematic.[footnoteRef:2] Palestinian child detainees are then prosecuted in Israeli military courts that lack fundamental fair trial guarantees and are not designed or administered to respect children’s rights. [1:  Exact figures on the number of Palestinian children detained each year by Israeli authorities are not published by the Israel Prison Service (IPS). The estimate of 500-700 children is based on figures provided by the IPS of the number children in prison facilities at the end of each month, and the best estimate of DCI-Palestine lawyers who appear daily in the military courts and conduct regular prison visits.]  [2:  See UNICEF, CHILDREN IN ISRAELI MILITARY DETENTION: OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS (2013), http://www.unicef.org/oPt/UNICEF_oPt_Children_in_Israeli_Military_Detention_Observations_and_Recommendations_-_6_March_2013.pdf; and DEFENSE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL PALESTINE, BOUND, BLINDFOLDED AND CONVICTED: CHILDREN HELD IN MILITARY DETENTION (2012), http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/report_0.pdf.] 

Since 2000, an estimated 8,500 Palestinian children have been detained and prosecuted in the Israeli military court system. They are arrested, interrogated and detained by a variety of Israeli authorities, including Israel’s army, police and security agents.
The majority of children are detained from their West Bank homes during the middle of the night by heavily armed Israeli soldiers. Others are arrested from demonstrations, protests or military checkpoints throughout the occupied West Bank or for their alleged association with other individuals or organizations, in violation of articles 12, 21 and 22 of the Covenant. Several hours after their arrest, children arrive at Israeli interrogation centres blindfolded, bound and sleep deprived. Interrogations tend to be coercive, including a variety of verbal abuse, threats and physical violence that ultimately result in a confession. In 96 percent of cases documented by DCI-Palestine in 2013, children were questioned alone and rarely informed of their rights, particularly their right against self-incrimination.
Unlike Israeli children living in illegal settlements in the occupied West Bank, Palestinian children are not accompanied by a parent and are generally interrogated without the benefit of legal advice, or being properly informed of their right to silence. They are overwhelmingly accused of throwing stones, an offense that can potentially lead to a sentence of up to 20 years depending on a child’s age.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Israel Military Order 1651 Order regarding Security Provisions, § 212(1)-(3) (Nov. 1, 2009).] 

Post-arrest, a child’s initial appearance in the Israeli military court is usually when he first sees a lawyer and his family. Although many children maintain their innocence, most plead guilty because this is the quickest way out of a system that rarely grants bail.
After sentencing, around 50 to 60 percent of Palestinian child detainees are transferred from occupied territory to prisons inside Israel in violation of Article 76 of the Fourth Geneva Convention. The practical consequence of this is that many of them receive either limited or no family visits due to freedom of movement restrictions and the time it takes to issue a permit to visit the prisons.
The Israeli military detention system has repeatedly been condemned for its widespread and systematic ill-treatment of Palestinian children.[footnoteRef:4] During 2013, 76.5 percent of Palestinian children detained by the Israeli military in the occupied West Bank endured some form of physical violence during arrest, transfer or interrogation, a slight increase from 2012.[footnoteRef:5] [4:  See UNICEF, CHILDREN IN ISRAELI MILITARY DETENTION: OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS (2013), http://www.unicef.org/oPt/UNICEF_oPt_Children_in_Israeli_Military_Detention_Observations_and_Recommendations_-_6_March_2013.pdf; DEFENSE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL PALESTINE, BOUND, BLINDFOLDED AND CONVICTED: CHILDREN HELD IN MILITARY DETENTION (2012), http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/report_0.pdf; The Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/25/67 (Jan. 13, 2014), http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G14/101/98/PDF/G1410198.pdf; and U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE, COUNTRY REPORTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES FOR 2013: ISRAEL AND THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES (2014), http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/220568.pdf.]  [5:  See DCI-PALESTINE, PALESTINIAN CHILDREN DETAINED IN THE ISRAELI MILITARY COURT SYSTEM (2013), http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/un_sp_doc_opt_detention_2012_final_25jun2013.pdf.] 

Below are common violations raised in the affidavits collected by DCI-Palestine during 2013:
	Table 1: Common complaints and areas of concern between 1 January to 31 December 2013

	Complaints and areas of concern
	West Bank

	
	Number of cases
	Percentage

	
	Total affidavits collected
	98
	

	1
	Hand ties
	98
	100.0%

	2
	No lawyer present during interrogation
	94
	95.9%

	3
	Not informed of right to silence
	91
	92.9%

	4
	Blindfolds
	92
	93.9%

	5
	Not informed of reason for arrest
	96
	98.0%

	6
	Physical violence
	75
	76.5%

	7
	Verbal abuse, humiliation and intimidation
	73
	74.5%

	8
	Strip searched
	78
	79.6%

	9
	Denial of adequate food and water
	76
	77.6%

	10
	Threats or inducement
	39
	39.8%

	11
	Denial of access to toilet
	68
	69.4%

	12
	Night arrest
	55
	56.1%

	13
	Position abuse
	32
	32.7%

	14
	Transfer on vehicle floor
	49
	50.0%

	15
	Shown or signed paper in Hebrew
	21
	21.4%

	16
	Solitary confinement for more than two days
	21
	21.4%

	17
	Detained with adults
	3
	3.1%

	18
	Attempted recruitment 
	0
	0.0%

	19
	Threat of sexual assault
	2
	2.0%

	20
	Electric shock
	1
	1.0%


Palestinian children that have violence perpetrated against them during their arrest, transfer or interrogation have little recourse because there is no rights-based, child-sensitive complaints mechanism as part of the Israeli military justice system. As a result, impunity for violations is a significant obstacle. During 2013, DCI-Palestine filed 15 complaints with Israeli authorities concerning the ill-treatment and torture of 10 children while in Israeli military detention.[footnoteRef:6] Not a single indictment has been issued against a perpetrator, and in many cases it is unclear if an investigation has been initiated. Further complicating accountability for violence against children in the Israeli military detention system is that many Palestinian families refuse to file complaints for fear of retaliation or simply because they do not believe the system is fair or impartial. [6:  DCI-Palestine, Israel’s Military Prosecution Denies Parents Right to Accompany Children, Jan. 16, 2014, http://www.dci-palestine.org/documents/israel%E2%80%99s-military-prosecution-denies-parents-right-accompany-children.] 

Despite previous concerns raised previously by the Committee, a number of differences continue to remain in the Government of Israel’s juvenile justice system operating under Israeli legislation and that under military orders in the occupied West Bank.[footnoteRef:7] Recent amendments to Israeli military law concerning children have had little to no impact on their treatment during the first 24 to 48 hours after an arrest, where most of the ill-treatment occurs at the hands of Israeli soldiers, police and interrogators. [7:  Human Rights Committee, Concluding Observations of the Human Rights Committee on Israel, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/ISR/CO/3 at ¶ 22, Sep. 3, 2010, http://www.bayefsky.com//pdf/israel_t4_ccpr_99.pdf.] 

DCI-Palestine maintains that Israeli military court judges must exclude all evidence obtained by force or coercion or when a child is not appropriately informed of his right to silence. Additionally, the practice of using solitary confinement on children in Israeli detention facilities must be recognized as a form of torture and be stopped immediately. The prohibition on solitary confinement of juveniles must be enshrined in law. Furthermore, Israeli authorities must implement effective accountability measures to ensure all credible reports of torture and ill-treatment are impartially investigated and perpetrators are held accountable.
[bookmark: _Toc359936586][bookmark: _Toc272133735]Recent Developments
[bookmark: _Toc359936587][bookmark: _Toc272133736]Written summonses pilot program
Israel's chief military prosecutor for the West Bank, Lieutenant Colonel Maurice Hirsch, declared in February that a new pilot programme would soon be implemented to provide an alternative to arresting Palestinian children from their homes at night. The pilot programme would rely on written summonses demanding Palestinian children appear for questioning at Israeli interrogation centres in the occupied West Bank. Few other details were announced.
A summons process, if implemented throughout the occupied West Bank, could potentially reduce the number of Palestinian child detainees that experience violence during their arrest, transfer and interrogation. While this could lead to practical improvements to the Israeli military detention system, recent evidence collected by DCI-Palestine suggests that it may do little to stem violence and abuse of Palestinian child detainees by Israeli forces.
In February 2014, several Palestinian children living near the West Bank city of Nablus were summoned via mobile phone to report for questioning at an Israeli interrogation and detention centre located close by. Importantly, they were not provided with written summonses of any kind and were not informed of any rights they may be entitled to prior to or during questioning.
Upon arrival, the teens were taken into Israeli military custody, interrogated without access to a lawyer, bound and blindfolded. Though not arrested during a night raid, they were strip-searched, subjected to physical violence, and verbal abuse during transfer and interrogation. Their parents were not informed where they were being taken.
[bookmark: _Toc272133737]Military Order 1711
Military Order 1711 came into effect in April 2013, reducing the maximum time a Palestinian child can be detained by Israeli authorities prior to appearing before a military court judge for the first time. The new order shortened the time from four days to 24 or 48 hours depending on a child’s age. Children aged 12 to 13 must appear before a military court judge within 24 hours after their arrest, while the period is 48 hours for children aged 14 to 15. Military Order 1711 does not alter the period for children aged 16 to 17 years, which remains 96 hours, the same time period applied to adult detainees. In all instances, this time period can be extended for additional 24, 48 or 96 hours for interrogation purposes.
[bookmark: _Toc359936588][bookmark: _Toc272133738]Military juvenile court
Military Order 1651 established military juvenile courts in September 2009 to prosecute persons aged 12 to 17 years. Under the provision, children should be tried separately from adults, and after indictment the court can direct that a social welfare report be prepared on the child. However, in practice the juvenile military courts use the same facilities, court staff and military orders as the adult military courts. 
While the establishment of a juvenile military court and amendments to Israeli military law have resulted in minimal changes to legal proceedings involving children, there has been no practical impact on the ill-treatment of Palestinian children during the first 48 hours after an arrest.
[bookmark: _Toc359936589][bookmark: _Toc272133739]Raising the age of majority
Military Order 1676 changed the age of majority in the military courts from 16 to 18 years for certain specific provisions. In practice, the amendment makes little substantive difference in the treatment of 16 and 17 year old children. Importantly, the amendment does not apply to sentencing provisions. While the juvenile military court has jurisdiction over children aged 16 to 17 years, they remain subject to adult sentencing provisions under Israeli military law.
[bookmark: _Toc359936590][bookmark: _Toc272133740]Notifying parents of arrest
Military Order 1676 includes a provision requiring that the parent’s of a detained child be notified of the arrest or detention. Importantly, the notification provision only applies to Israeli police and not the Israeli army, which conducts arrests in the West Bank. After an arrest, a child is in the custody of the Israeli army for several hours and sometimes days before they are transferred to police custody. Once in police custody, police officers must inform a child’s parent that they have been detained as soon as possible after the child arrives at the police station. However, during an investigation and if not formally arrested, notification can be delayed for up to eight hours.
[bookmark: _Toc359936591][bookmark: _Toc272133741]Notifying a lawyer of arrest
[bookmark: _Toc260402107]Military Order 1676 includes a provision whereby child detainees are to be informed that they have the right to consult with an attorney in private. Prior to commencing the investigation, the police must also contact the lawyer named by the child, provided that this does not delay the investigation.[footnoteRef:8] Since the introduction of this provision in September 2011, DCI-Palestine has not documented a single case in which a child has consulted privately with an attorney either before or during an interrogation.  [8:  Military Order 1651, § 136(a) (as amended by Military Order 1676).] 


[bookmark: _Toc272133742]Use of Solitary Confinement for Palestinian Children
[bookmark: _Toc272133743]Issue Summary
Between 2008 and 2013, DCI-Palestine documented 80 custodial interrogation cases where Israeli military and intelligence authorities used solitary confinement against Palestinian children for interrogation purposes while in Israeli custody. This following information is based on 40 cases documented between January 2012 and December 2013 involving solitary confinement of Palestinian children by Israeli authorities solely for interrogation purposes.
In 2013, solitary confinement was used in 21.4 percent of cases (21 out of 98 cases). In 2012, solitary confinement was used in 19.4 percent of cases (21 out of 108 cases). 
Children held in solitary confinement during the reporting period spent an average of 10 days in isolation. The longest period of confinement documented in a single case was 29 total days in 2012, and 28 total days in 2013. 
Palestinian child detainees are held in solitary confinement and interrogated by the Israel Security Agency (ISA) at interrogation and detention centres located inside Israel, including Petah Tikva detention centre, Kishon detention centre (also known as Al-Jalame), and Shikma prison in Ashkelon. 
The evidence and documentation collected by DCI-Palestine and included in this report overwhelmingly suggests that the use of isolation for Palestinian child detainees is solely for interrogation purposes. The apparent purpose of using solitary confinement against Palestinian child detainees for interrogation purposes is to obtain a confession and/or gather intelligence or information on other individuals.
	Table 2: Common complaints and areas of concern in solitary confinement cases between 1 January to 31 December 2013

	Ill-treatment and areas of concern in solitary confinement cases
	West Bank

	
	Number of cases
	Percentage

	
	Total affidavits collected
	40
	

	1
	Hand ties
	40
	100.0%

	2
	Blindfolded 
	38
	95.0%

	3
	Physical Violence
	22
	55.0%

	4
	Verbal Abuse, Humiliation, and Intimidation
	30
	75.0%

	5
	Strip searched
	35
	87.5%

	6
	Denial of adequate food and water
	35
	87.5%

	7
	Threats and Inducement
	27
	67.5%

	8
	Denied access the Toilet
	29
	72.5%

	9
	Position Abuse
	31
	77.5%

	10
	Transferred on Vehicle Floor 
	20
	50.0%

	11
	Shown or signed paper in Hebrew
	1
	2.5%

	12
	Confined with Adults
	2
	5.0%

	13
	Threats of sexual Assault
	1
	2.5%

	14
	Night Arrest
	34
	85.0%

	15
	Not informed of right to silence
	39
	97.5%

	16
	Not informed of the reason for arrest
	38
	95.0%

	17
	No Lawyer present/denied access to counsel
	39
	97.5%


Globally, children and juvenile offenders are often held in solitary confinement either as a disciplinary measure, or to separate them from adult populations.[footnoteRef:9] Importantly, the use of isolation by Israeli authorities does not appear to be related to any disciplinary, protective, or medical rationale or justification. [9:  Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment of punishment, Interim report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, UN Doc. A/66/268, ¶ 66 (Aug, 5, 2011), http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/66/268.] 

[bookmark: _Toc260402108][bookmark: _Toc272133744]Arrest & transfer
In 34 out of 40 cases (85 percent), children held in solitary confinement reported being arrested from their homes in the middle of the night. Children report that heavily armed Israeli soldiers arrest them in violent circumstances during night raids on their family homes. Children are often woken up by the sound of Israeli soldiers banging on the front door before a family member opens the door or the soldiers force their way in, storming the home. 
Soldiers gather all the occupants of the house, regardless of their age, in one room or outside and then demand identification. Generally, the entire home will be searched during the raid. Once a child’s identity has been verified from his identification card, his family will be informed that he must accompany the soldiers. This moment is most likely the last time the family will see their child until he appears in a military court following an unknown period of solitary confinement and interrogation. 
Children and their parents are rarely informed of the reasons for arrest, the charges against them, or where the child is being taken. There is no official notification process to inform parents where their child will be or has been taken by the Israeli military.
In 38 out of 40 cases (95 percent), neither the parents nor the child were notified of the reasons for arrest or detention.
Once the soldiers have identified the child, his hands will be tied with plastic cords, most likely behind his back, and he will be blindfolded and led to a military vehicle. Once inside, he will be transferred to a military camp or directly to an interrogation facility.
In 22 out of 40 cases (55 percent), children held in solitary confinement experienced some form of physical violence during arrest, transfer or interrogation. In 30 out of 40 cases (75 percent), children held in solitary confinement were subjected to verbal abuse, humiliation or intimidation during their arrest, transfer or interrogation.
In 35 out of 40 cases (87.5 percent), children held in solitary confinement were strip searched during transfer or upon arrival at an Israeli interrogation and detention facility.
Out of the 40 cases involving solitary confinement documented by DCI-Palestine during the reporting period, 27 children were held at Kishon (Al-Jalame) detention centre, eight were held at Petah Tikva detention centre, four were held at both facilities, and one child was held at Shikma Prison in Ashkelon. These facilities are located inside Israel and are operated and/or controlled by the Israel Prison Service (IPS) and/or the Israel Security Agency (ISA).
The children taken to Kishon (Al-Jalame) detention centre, near Haifa inside Israel, describe being held in isolation in a small cell measuring approximately 2 x 3 meters (6.5 x 10 feet). The children report either sleeping on a concrete bed, on the floor, or on a thin mattress that is often described as “dirty” and “foul smelling.” There are no windows and no natural light. The only source of light comes from a dim yellow bulb that is reportedly kept on at all hours. Meals are passed to children through a flap in the door. Cell walls are reported to be grey in colour with sharp or rough protrusions that are painful to lean against. 
[bookmark: _Toc260402109][bookmark: _Toc272133745]Interrogations
Palestinian child detainees held in solitary confinement are questioned by Israel Security Agency (ISA) interrogators, and are not properly informed of their rights.
In 39 out of 40 cases (97.5 percent), children held in solitary confinement were not properly informed of their right to silence, were denied access to legal counsel and did not have a family member present during interrogation.
Interrogations are typically threatening and lengthy, and child detainees are vulnerable to torture, abuse and other forms of violence. During interrogations, children report being forced to sit in a low metal chair secured to the floor with their hands and feet cuffed to the chair, often for several hours. 
In 31 out of 40 cases (77.5 percent), children held in solitary confinement reported being subject to position abuse, most commonly being shackled to a chair for prolonged periods in positions that are described as painful.
Palestinian children held in solitary confinement are subjected to repeated and prolonged interrogations, with the apparent purpose of obtaining a confession.
The interrogation techniques are generally mentally and physically coercive, frequently incorporating a mix of intimidation, threats and physical violence with a clear purpose of obtaining a confession. Shouting and intimidation are regularly used to elicit confessions, incriminating statements, and information on neighbours or family members.
In 27 out of 40 cases (67.5 percent), children held in solitary confinement were subject to threats and inducements with the apparent purpose of coercing a confession.
The prohibition against torture and ill-treatment applies to acts that cause mental suffering to the victim, including intimidation and other forms of threats. The victim’s age and relative position of inferiority must be taken into consideration when assessing the severity of psychological forms of torture and ill-treatment.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  See Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment of punishment, Interim report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, UN Doc. A/66/268 (Aug, 5, 2011), http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/66/268.] 

[bookmark: _Toc260402110][bookmark: _Toc272133746]Role of informants in interrogation process
Israeli intelligence interrogation techniques sometimes include the use of cellmate informants to fool or coerce child detainees into revealing potentially incriminating information or information on other individuals.
The custodial context of interrogation combined with isolation creates a psychologically compelling atmosphere that infringes on a child’s right not to be compelled to give testimony or to confess guilt.[footnoteRef:11] Vulnerability increases when a child in custodial interrogation is denied access to legal counsel, and his parents are not allowed to be present during interrogation sessions. [11:  CRC Article 40(2)(b)(iv).] 

Given the potentially dangerous consequences of being accused or suspected of being an informant or collaborating with an informant, DCI-Palestine will list the general pattern and process that Palestinian child detainees are typically subjected to when unknowingly encountering informants.
Following many days held in isolation and subject to prolonged interrogation sessions, a child will be informed that the interrogation is over and that they will be transferred to a prison cell. 
Once the child arrives in a typical prison cell, an adult prisoner warmly welcomes him, often bringing warm food, a pack of cigarettes, or other items. The adult prisoner attempts to gain the child’s trust by sharing information about the child’s family or members of his community. Children report being warned not to talk to anyone but this specific individual regarding their interrogation. Often, the adult prisoner will either ask a child about the interrogation and what questions were asked, or offer to alert others on the outside if he shares information.
After a day or two, the child is ushered back to interrogation where he is often confronted with an audio recording or statements he made to the adult prisoner informant. During interrogation, the child realizes for the first time that the adult prisoner is an informant collaborating with Israeli intelligence officers, and the child’s interaction with this individual was part of the interrogation process.
After being confronted with this reality, children generally provide a confession without access to counsel to allegations made against them during the interrogation.


[bookmark: _Toc272133747]Case Studies
[bookmark: _Toc272133748]Case Study 1 – Solitary Confinement, Night Arrest, Coerced Confession
Name: Thabet E. (16)
Detained: 16 July 2014
Location: Osarin, Nablus
Night Arrest, Ill-treatment, Solitary Confinement (Petah Tikva), Coerced confession, Unlawful transfer (Petah Tikva).

Thabet ‘E., 16, was detained on charges of throwing stones.

Around 1:30 a.m., Israeli soldiers entered Thabet’s bedroom, binding, blindfolding and arresting him.

He was transported on the metal floor of a military jeep-—first to Za’tara checkpoint, then, with other youth to Huwara Interrogation and Detention Center (IDC).

Around 10:00 a.m., Thabet was handcuffed, shackled and transferred to Petah Tikva IDC. After being strip searched, he was brought before a military judge. Thabet notes that he was denied access to lawyer, “even though there was a lawyer standing outside the courtroom.”

After Thabet’s detention was extended, he was interrogated with his arms and leg tied to a metal chair for approximately three hours. No lawyer or family member was present during the interrogation and he was not informed him of his rights.

Thabet was interrogated in this manner repeatedly during his 29-day detention in Petah Tikva—25 days of which were spent in solitary confinement. On the fifth day, an interrogator threatened: “‘I’ll have both of your parents arrested, brought here to this room and killed if you don't confess.’” Despite confessing to throwing stones at an Israeli settler’s car and causing injury, interrogation continued.

While in solitary confinement, Thabet also states two jailers “brutally beat” him on more than one occasion when he made requests.

By 18 August, Thabet had appeared in military courts on six occasions and his detention extended without being presented with charges.



[bookmark: _Toc272133749]Case Study 2 – Summons via mobile phone, ill-treatment
Name: Ayman E. (17)
Detained: 18 August 2014
Location: Osarin, Nablus
Ill-treatment, unlawful transfer

Ayman ‘E., 17, was arrested on charges of throwing stones, blocking streets and setting tiers on fire.

Around 8 p.m. on 17 August, Ayman received a telephone summons, requiring he appear at Huwara District Coordination Office (DCO) at 10 a.m. the following morning.

When Ayman reported to the DCO, he found three other Osarin children, who had also been summoned. Inside, an Israeli police Captain accused him of throwing stones, handcuffing him when he did not confess. He recollects, “Within half an hour, the three children were standing next to me, handcuffed and forced to face the wall.”

The four youth were blindfolded and forced to walk to Huwara Interrogation and Detention Center (IDC). Ayman was ordered to strip and heard soldiers laughing as he complied with orders to sit and stand several times. He was detained there until 9 p.m.

Subsequently, all four were repeatedly physically assaulted by soldiers while handcuffed, shackled and blindfolded inside a military jeep. After several stops, they reached Megiddo prison around 3 a.m.

On 20 August, Ayman was interrogated in Salem IDC without the presence of a lawyer, family member or any explanation of his rights. “[The interrogator] grabbed a chair and shouted that he would smack me with it if I did not confess,” but Ayman denied all charges.

He first appeared before a judge in Salem Military Court on 21 August. On 28 August, his detention was extended for the duration of legal proceedings.

[bookmark: _Toc272133750]Human Rights Committee Position
Previously, the Committee has raised concerns regarding “a number of differences in the juvenile justice system between that operating under Israeli legislation and that under military orders in the West Bank.”[footnoteRef:12] Specifically, the Committee highlighted that “[i]nterrogations of children in the West Bank are conducted in the absence of parents, close relatives or a lawyer and are not audio-visually recorded” and then expressed concerns regarding “allegations of torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment of juvenile offenders” in Israeli military detention.[footnoteRef:13] [12:  Human Rights Committee, Concluding Observations of the Human Rights Committee on Israel, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/ISR/CO/3 at ¶ 22, Sep. 3, 2010, http://www.bayefsky.com//pdf/israel_t4_ccpr_99.pdf.]  [13:  Id.] 

The Committee then recommended that Israeli authorities refrain from holding criminal proceedings against children in military courts, ensure that children are only detained as a measure of last resort and for the shortest possible time, and guarantee that proceedings involving children are audio-visually recorded and that trials are conducted in a prompt and impartial manner, in accordance with fair trial standards; inform parents or close relatives of where the child is detained and provide the child with prompt access to free and independent legal assistance of its own choosing; and ensure that reports of torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment of detained children are investigated promptly by an independent body.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Id.] 

Despite these recommendations, little to no progress has been made since the third periodic review of Israel in 2010 to implement these specific recommendations and improve protections for Palestinian children arrested and detained in the Israeli military detention system.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  See UNICEF, CHILDREN IN ISRAELI MILITARY DETENTION: OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS (2013), http://www.unicef.org/oPt/UNICEF_oPt_Children_in_Israeli_Military_Detention_Observations_and_Recommendations_-_6_March_2013.pdf; DEFENSE FOR CHILDREN INTERNATIONAL PALESTINE, BOUND, BLINDFOLDED AND CONVICTED: CHILDREN HELD IN MILITARY DETENTION (2012), http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/report_0.pdf; The Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/25/67 (Jan. 13, 2014), http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G14/101/98/PDF/G1410198.pdf; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE, COUNTRY REPORTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS PRACTICES FOR 2013: ISRAEL AND THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES (2014), http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/220568.pdf; and Delegation of British Lawyers on the treatment of Palestinian children under Israeli military law, Children in military custody, June 2012 http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Children_in_Military_Custody_Full_Report.pdf.] 

[bookmark: _Toc272133751]Other UN Human Rights Recommendations
The UN Special Rapporteur on Torture has previously stated that solitary confinement is a harsh practice that “may cause serious psychological and physiological adverse effects on individuals regardless of their specific conditions.”[footnoteRef:16] Furthermore, “considering the severe mental pain or suffering solitary confinement may cause when used as a punishment, during pretrial detention, indefinitely or for a prolonged period, for juveniles or persons with mental disabilities, it can amount to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.”[footnoteRef:17] [16:  Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment of punishment, Interim report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, UN Doc. A/66/268, ¶ 79, (Aug, 5, 2011), http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/66/268.]  [17:  Id. at ¶ 80.] 

The use of solitary confinement can amount to acts of torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment as prohibited by article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and defined by the Convention against Torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, G.A. Res. 2200A (XXI), Art. 7, (Dec. 16, 1966), http://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6b3aa0.html; Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, G.A. Res. 39/46, Arts. 1 & 16, U.N. Doc. A/RES/39/46, (Dec. 10, 1984), http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/39/46.] 

Generally, the use of solitary confinement during custodial interrogation “creates a de facto situation of psychological pressure” that can compel detainees to confess or make statements against other individuals.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment of punishment, Interim report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, UN Doc. A/66/268, ¶ 73, (Aug, 5, 2011), http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/66/268.] 

The UN Special Rapporteur on Torture has explicitly found that solitary confinement, when “used intentionally during pretrial detention as a technique for the purpose of obtaining information or a confession” amounts to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.
Specifically regarding juveniles, the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture has determined that “the imposition of solitary confinement, of any duration, on juveniles is cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment and violates article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and article 16 of the Convention against Torture,” both international treaties that Israel has obliged itself to implement.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Id. at ¶ 77.] 

International law is clear that juveniles need and are entitled to special protections, safeguards and care due to their status as children,[footnoteRef:21] and children should not be subjected to solitary confinement for any duration, or any reason. [21:  Convention on the Rights of the Child, G.A. Res. 44/25, Art. 19, (Nov. 20, 1989), http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/ProfessionalInterest/crc.pdf; Committee on the Rights of the Child, General Comment 8, U.N. Doc. CRC/C/GC/8, ¶ 18, (Mar. 2, 2007), http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=CRC/C/GC/8; UN Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty, G.A. Res. 45/113, U.N. Doc. A/RES/45/113, (Dec. 14, 1990), http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/45/113.] 

[bookmark: _Toc272133752]Recommended Questions
1. In February 2013, the Chief Military Prosecutor announced that the Israeli military would implement a written summons pilot program in an attempt to limit night arrests of Palestinian children. There is evidence to suggest that while children have been summoned, there has not been a consistent written summonses program implemented throughout the occupied West Bank. Does Israel’s Chief Military Prosecutor have the authority within the military structure to affect changes in military operational procedures? Has this pilot program been implemented? If so, how many written summonses have been served on Palestinian children under 18 years old living in the occupied West Bank? What is the compliance rate? Can you provide the Committee with a copy of the written summons used by the Israeli military in the occupied West Bank? Is the delegation’s opinion that summons via mobile phone meet the standard that is set by this Covenant?
2. Persistent allegations of ill-treatment and torture of Palestinian children in Israeli military detention have existed for nearly a decade. In cases of solitary confinement of Palestinian children, what is the process for ensuring compliance with article 7, 9, 14, and 24 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights? How many Palestinian children living in the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, were held in solitary confinement for each year from 2008 through 2014? 
3. The Israel Prison Service (IPS) releases monthly data on the number of Palestinian prisoners on a specific day at the end of each month, yet the IPS rarely releases any cumulative figures. Can you tell the Committee how many Palestinian children under 18 years old living in the occupied West Bank, including East Jerusalem, were arrested, detained, and charged in 2013 and so far in 2014? How many children under 18 years old were detained and released to a District Coordination Office in the occupied West Bank instead of being charged in the military court system during 2013 and 2014?
[bookmark: _Toc272133753]Suggested Recommendations
1. No child should be prosecuted in military courts that lack comprehensive fair trial and juvenile justice standards;
2. The practice of using solitary confinement on children in Israeli military detention, whether in pretrial detention for interrogation purposes or as a form of punishment amounts to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment under article 7 and must be stopped immediately and the prohibition must be enshrined in law;
3. Except in extreme and unusual circumstances, all arrests of children should occur during daylight hours;
4. Written summonses when issued must be written in both Arabic and Hebrew, be received at least 24 hours in advance to the reporting date, and include information on specific rights afforded to the person being summoned in accordance with articles 7, 9, 14, 24 and 26 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;
5. In all cases the use of single plastic hand ties and blindfolds should be prohibited and the prohibition must be effectively enforced;
6. All children must have access to a lawyer of their choice prior to interrogation, and throughout the interrogation process;
7. All children must be entitled to have a parent present at all times during their interrogation;
8. In every case the interrogation of children should be automatically audio-visually recorded;
9. In all cases, evidence obtained as a result of torture or ill-treatment must be excluded by the military courts;
10. In all cases where incriminating evidence is obtained during interrogation where a child was not appropriately informed of their right to silence, this evidence must be excluded by the military courts;
11. Effective accountability measures must be introduced to ensure all credible reports of torture and ill-treatment are properly investigated in accordance with international standards and that perpetrators are brought to justice.

[bookmark: _Toc272133754]Situation Facing Palestinian Children Detained in Occupied East Jerusalem
[bookmark: _Toc272133755]Issue Summary
Children in East Jerusalem arrested by Israeli forces and police experience ill-treatment and rights denials similar to Palestinian children living in other areas of the occupied West Bank. While East Jerusalem is considered part of the occupied West Bank under international law, Israeli authorities consider East Jerusalem to be part of Israel following its annexation after the cessation of fighting in June 1967. Importantly, the annexation has no legal effect and is not officially recognized outside Israel.[footnoteRef:22] However, the annexation does impact Palestinian children arrested by Israeli forces or police because Israeli authorities generally apply Israeli civilian law to Palestinian children living in East Jerusalem, whereas Israeli military law is applied to Palestinian children living in other areas of the occupied West Bank.[footnoteRef:23] [22:  See UN Security Council resolutions 298 and 478; and the Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) on the Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (2004) (ICJ Wall Opinion). Available at: http://www.icj-cij.org/docket/files/131/1677.pdf]  [23:  DCI-Palestine, In their own words: A report on the situation facing Palestinian children detained in the Israeli military court system (January 2012). Available at: http://www.dci-palestine.org/sites/default/files/un_sp_-_detention_-_west_bank_-_jan_2012.pdf] 

In 2008, Israel amended its ”Youth Law” in order to align it with its Basic Law as well as international law, in particular the International Convention on the Rights of the Child, of which Israel is a signatory. The Youth Law is meant to protect the rights of minors, by establishing guidelines and norms for the arrest and detention of minors in Israel that take into account their welfare and developing capacities as minors.[footnoteRef:24] The Youth Law stipulates that children in conflict with the law should be given special protections; for example, children should be summoned rather than arrested, and arrests should be used as a last resort; children are entitled to consult with a parent or a relative or a lawyer before being interrogated, and to have the parent or relative present during the interrogation; children younger than 12 years cannot be held responsible for criminal acts and should be treated as a witness; children arrested should be brought to a judge within 12 or 24 hours of their arrest depending on their age.[footnoteRef:25] [24:  ACRI, Violations of the “Youth Law (Adjudication, Punishment and Methods of Treatment) - 1971” by the Israeli Police in East Jerusalem, March 2011.]  [25:  Youth Law, articles 9a, 9d(a), 9f(a), 9f(c)1, 9h(a), 9h(b), 9h(c), 9h(f), 9h(g), 9j, and 10(a). According to Amendment 14 to the Youth (Trial, Punishment and Modes of Treatment) Law (2008), children aged between 12 and 13 must be brought before a judge within 12 hours, and children 14 years and over must be brought before a judge within 24 hours.] 

Numerous reports by human rights organizations and U.N. agencies agree that in practice, the Israeli authorities routinely violate the Youth Law when arresting and detaining Palestinian children in East Jerusalem, or use a broad interpretation of the law that allow for extreme measures, such as arrests, as the norm rather than as a measure of last resort. While Palestinian children from the West Bank and East Jerusalem fall under two different kinds of law (Israeli civilian law and Israeli military law) when facing arrest and detention, evidence shows that in practice similar child rights violations occur under both systems for Palestinian children arrested by Israel forces and police, including night arrests, physical violence, verbal abuse, denial of access to counsel, and coerced confessions.[footnoteRef:26] These practices are commonly used by the Israeli police when arresting and detaining Palestinian children in East Jerusalem, but are generally not systematically employed when dealing with Israeli children in conflict with the law, creating a dual and discriminative application of the same laws for different segments of the population.[footnoteRef:27] In addition, the arrest of Palestinian children in East Jerusalem, which is considered part of the West Bank and occupied territory by the international community, and their subsequent transfer and detention in Israel, violates international law.[footnoteRef:28] [26:  Delegation of British Lawyers on the treatment of Palestinian children under Israeli military law, Children in military custody, June 2012 http://www.childreninmilitarycustody.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Children_in_Military_Custody_Full_Report.pdf]  [27:  Save the Children (Sweden), The Impact of Child Detention: Occupied Palestinian Territory, 2012, and B’Tselem, The Illegal Behavior of the Police towards Minors in Silwan Suspected of Stone Throwing, December 2010.]  [28:  Fourth Geneva Convention, Article 76] 

Recent reports highlight a number of child rights violations during the arrest and detention of Palestinian children by Israeli authorities in East Jerusalem. Physical arrests, including night arrests, are used in most cases instead of summonses with children arrested from their homes or on their way to school. Palestinian children are often subjected to physical and emotional abuse during both arrest and detention, including physical abuse, verbal abuse, threats, humiliation, blindfolds, and having their hands and/or feet tied. In addition, Palestinian children in Israeli detention are often pressured both physically and psychologically to confess to crimes they did not commit and to sign statements drafted in Hebrew, a language they generally they do not speak, read or understand.
Often parents are not present during the child´s interrogation, and children are not able to consult with a lawyer prior to an interrogation. In a number of cases, some Palestinian children are placed under house arrest for periods that can stretch over several months.[footnoteRef:29]  [29:  Madaa, The Impact of Child Arrest and Detention, 2012] 

These practices have a direct impact on children’s development and creates deep psychological trauma that affects them in the long term, such as increased anxiety, aggressiveness or emotional withdrawal. In addition, the arrest and detention of Palestinian children in East Jerusalem requires a reintegration process without which a child´s future opportunities are negatively affected. For example, a number of children perform more poorly at school after being detained, with some of them dropping out altogether.[footnoteRef:30]  [30:  Madaa, Id.] 

In addition, the number of arrests of Palestinian minors in East Jerusalem has been on the rise in the last few years, particularly in areas of East Jerusalem (such as Silwan, Al Tur, Al Essawieh and the Old City) that are affected by other human rights violations, such as settler violence and house demolitions.[footnoteRef:31] Arrests of Palestinian children by Israeli forces increase during periods of violence and clashes between Palestinian youths and Israeli soldiers and police in East Jerusalem. Between July 2 and July 25, 2014, during Israel´s military offensive on the Gaza Strip, named “Operation Protective Edge”, at least 60 Palestinian children from East Jerusalem were reportedly arrested and detained.[footnoteRef:32]    [31:  Defence for Children International, Voices from East Jerusalem: The Situation facing Palestinian Children, June 2011 ]  [32:  Palestinian Prisoners Club, quoted in Al Monitor, “Israeli’s accused of torturing child detainees,” July 25, 2014 http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/iw/originals/2014/07/israel-torture-children-prisons-detainees.html#] 

[bookmark: _Toc272133756]Physical violence
Children arrested by Israeli forces and police in East Jerusalem generally report experiencing some form of physical violence during their arrest, transfer or interrogation. The types of violence typically reported include punching, slapping and kicking. Although law enforcement officers conducting a lawful arrest are permitted to use reasonable and proportional force in order to affect an arrest, many children report being subjected to violence after they have been taken into custody, and in some cases, while tied. 
The UN Committee against Torture has concluded that in circumstances where law enforcement or military personnel use excessive force, this may amount to torture and/or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. In order to make such a determination, the particular facts of each individual case must be considered, and subjective factors, such as age and position of inferiority must be taken into consideration.[footnoteRef:33] [33:  See The United Nations Convention Against Torture – A Commentary, Nowak and McArthur (2008) – pages 62, 66, 542, 557, 559 and 566 to 568] 

[bookmark: _Toc272133757]Night arrests
Children report being arrested from their family homes between midnight and 5:00 am. The practice of arresting children in the middle of the night has the tendency to frighten the individual child and the entire family, and can lead to a lasting sense of insecurity.
Although the Israeli legal system does limit the circumstances in which a child can be interrogated at night, there are no specific provisions relating to the time of arrest. However, it is difficult to reconcile night time arrests with one of the guiding principles on the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child which provides that “in all actions concerning children [...] the best interests of the child should be a primary consideration.” There is no apparent reason why night arrests must be the default process for arrests when a written summons system providing that children appear for questioning with a parent during daylight hours could potentially eliminate any alleged need for night arrests.
[bookmark: _Toc272133758]Use of house arrest
Under Israeli civilian law applied to occupied East Jerusalem, children should only be arrested as a last resort, and children below the age of 12 years are not criminally responsible and must not be detained. Further, no child below the age of 14 years should be held in pre-trial detention or be given a custodial sentence. As a result, Palestinian children living in East Jerusalem are regularly placed under house arrest following their detention while pre-trial investigation or procedures occur. House arrest often forces Palestinian children to be confined to their homes for periods that can stretch over several months.[footnoteRef:34] [34:  Madaa, The Impact of Child Arrest and Detention, 2012, http://www.roomno4.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/2012-Madaa-Report-on-Child-arrest-and-Detention-in-Silwan.pdf] 

Children that have been sentenced to long periods of house arrest are unable to attend school during this period and fall behind in their education, which discourages them to re-attend school even when their period of house arrest is over.[footnoteRef:35] [35:  Madaa, Id.] 

[bookmark: _Toc272133759]Case Studies
[bookmark: _Toc272133760]Case Study 1 – East Jerusalem, Solitary Confinement, House Arrest
Name: Rashid R. (14)
Detained: 9 February 2014
Location: Old City, Jerusalem

Rashid R., 14, was arrested on charges of throwing Molotov cocktails and endangering an Israeli settler.

Around 6 p.m., Rashid was walking to a store when approximately 10 Israeli soldiers and policemen physically assaulted and dragged him to an alley. He was handcuffed, placed in a jeep and forced to lower his head.

In Al Qashleh Police Station, Rashid was detained naked and handcuffed for two hours in a cold room; then an additional two hours with his arms extended and hands wrapped in plastic bags while undergoing an explosives detection test.

He was accused of throwing Molotov cocktails at an Israeli settler earlier that day—without the presence of a lawyer or family member. The interrogator told Rashid he had the right to remain silent, but warned, "You'll convict yourself if you do that,” Rashid recounts. Not confessing, he was transported to Al Mascobiyya Interrogation and Detention Center where he was held for nine days (4 in solitary confinement) with daily interrogation for two hours.

Rashid recalls: “I would fall asleep once they sent me back to the cell after each round, because I was exhausted sitting in a plastic chair handcuffed the entire time.” Despite physical assault during interrogation, Rashid maintained his innocence and was placed in the juvenile section for one month.

Rashid was then detained in Hasharon Juvenille Prison, appearing in court six times. On 25 March, he was sentenced to house arrest and a bail of 1,000 NIS until trial on 25 April.



Case Study 2 – East Jerusalem, House Arrest
Name: Fares S. (15)
Detained: 29 July 2014
Location: Old City, Jerusalem. 
Fares lives in the old city of Jerusalem and has been arrested eight times. The first time he was arrested he was thirteen years old, while the most recent arrest occurred at the end of July 2014. He has been under house arrest for nine months and will remain so until he is sentenced, however at the time Fares was interviewed on 12 August 2014 there was no court trial date set. He is not allowed to leave the house and is unable to attend school because of the conditions of his house arrest.
“The last time I was arrested was the second day of Eid, in July. The day before, Israeli forces came to my house to arrest me but I was in the hospital so they didn’t find me. They came the next day at 7 a.m. and they took me from my home. They took me to an interrogation center near Mamilla Mall.”
“The first time I was interrogated they threatened me, and found small firecrackers on me. They asked me what was I using them for. They said, ‘we’ll put you in the emergency room if you don’t tell us who gave you the firecrackers and what you were going to do with them.’  I mean, that they’ll beat me up until I have to go to the emergency room. I said that I knew nothing about it, so they took me to an interrogation room and that’s when after a while my dad came in. I stayed in there from 6 p.m. until 8 a.m. Most of the time I was just waiting around and then being brought into the interrogation room once in a while.”
“The second and third time I was arrested, the interrogators were violent. A special Israeli police force arrested my brother and me at 9 p.m. They started beating me [in the interrogation center]. They accused me of throwing stones and Molotov cocktails at a settlement. At the end of the interrogation, one of the interrogators came and beat me very hard. Then they took me to the Al Mascobiyya interrogation center for five days.”
 “There is no school in prison, and now during my house arrest, I can’t go to school either. There’s an order for me to not to leave the house, even for school. I wasn’t allowed to leave before without one of my parents but now, I can’t even do that. They said I broke my probation by leaving the house so I can’t leave at all now.”
“I don’t like staying at home for long with my family. I want to be outside with my friends. You start to get angry, especially with the pressure of the house arrest. I feel angry, frustrated at the interrogators when I am arrested. The way they interrogate you, the way they attack. It all affected me.”
“I don’t know if this will affect my future, I’m not thinking about it. At the moment, I have to finish the house arrest, I need to finish this first, and then I can think about my future. When you get arrested, you don’t think about your future. But yes, I do wish that I could think about it a bit.”


[bookmark: _Toc272133761]Recommended Questions
1. What measures are being undertaken to ensure that laws, policies and procedures are implemented in a non-discriminatory manner throughout East Jerusalem among both Palestinian residents and Israeli citizens under the age of 18 years old? 
2. What alternative measures are being undertaken to eliminate or limit the imposition of house arrest on Palestinians under the age of 18 living in East Jerusalem during pre-trial legal proceedings?
[bookmark: _Toc272133762]Suggested Recommendations
1. The State party must immediately end to the use of violence by the Israeli army and police during the arrest, transfer and interrogation of children in East Jerusalem;
2. No child should be interrogated in the absence of their parents or without prior access to an attorney, and all interrogations must be audio-visually recorded;
3. All credible allegations of torture and/or ill-treatment must be thoroughly and impartially investigated and those found responsible for such abuse be brought promptly to justice;
4. Pre-trial custodial detention and house arrest must only be used as last resort following an arrest, and must not affect the enjoyment of other rights like the right to education and leisure time.
5. The State party must implement all laws and policies throughout the Occupied Palestinian Territory, comprised of the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip, consistent with articles 14, 24 and 26 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and ensure that international juvenile justice standards included in articles 7, 9, 14, 24 and 26 are included in both Israeli civilian law and Israeli military law.

[bookmark: _Toc272133763]Impact of Child Detention
[bookmark: _Toc272133764]Issue Summary
Regardless of the duration of detention, the experience by itself negatively affects the development of children and shapes their future environment, which is defined by their psychosocial wellbeing, family, social and cultural life, and education and future career.[footnoteRef:36] The following paragraphs will demonstrate in brief the impact of detention on those different levels.  [36:  EJ-YMCA Rehabilitation Program & Save the Children Sweden, 2008, The Social Rehabilitation of Palestinian Child Ex-Detainees: A Long Run to Freedom, Jerusalem, http://resourcecentre.savethechildren.se/sites/default/files/documents/1951.pdf.] 

[bookmark: _Toc272133765]The wellbeing of the child
The experience of detention involves physical and psychological violence including torture. The impact of torture on children leaves its effects for the rest of their lives. Palestinian children detained by Israeli military or police generally suffer from emotional or physical trauma and develop post-traumatic stress disorders after release that require professional interventions. Through the research done for the purpose of a needs assessment carried out by the EJ-YMCA Rehabilitation Program and Save the Children Sweden in 2008, child ex-detainees reported experiencing nightmares that in some cases caused bed wetting. Many children showed symptoms such as “increased levels of fear, agitation, frustration, sadness, lethargic, and depression, low self-esteem, anger, accompanied by hostile and aggressive behaviour towards others or themselves….child ex-detainees feel insecure, communicate less, and resort to isolation…the most prevalent psychosomatic symptoms are hyperventilation, aches in the abdomen area and sudden shivers.”[footnoteRef:37] [37:  Id., p 11 ] 

[bookmark: _Toc272133766]The family unit
Another obstacle facing former child detainees is their inability to make quality relationships with their families, schoolmates and communities due to insecurity and fear. “Children constantly suffer from withdrawal from society and tend to seek refuge in isolation.”[footnoteRef:38] At the level of the family, the child is taken from his family often during night arrests resulting in a child being deprived of their family’s love and care. He is thrown into the hassle of a brutal system where he finds himself obliged to depend on himself and eventually sees himself as an adult. Whereas the parents, having lost their child once, are afraid of losing him again and often become overprotective of their child. Former child detainees may also develop aggressive attitudes toward their siblings. He/she is in extreme need for help and affection but somehow feels that the family cannot support him/her. The family internal relationship becomes unbalanced, stressful and weaker. [38:  Id., p 41] 

[bookmark: _Toc272133767]Education and future career
At school, former child detainees suffer from lack of ability to concentrate on their studies and plan for their future. Their classmates and teachers are insensitive to their situation. “Child ex-detainees, on the one hand, feel superior compared to their friends as they endured prison. While at the same time, they feel inferior because, when they were in prison, their friends were able to integrate in the community by means of strengthening their social skills, attending school and establishing social networks.”[footnoteRef:39] Moreover, according to the Ministry of Education, children who are absent for 70 consecutive days lose the academic year and are obliged to repeat that same class with younger students. For all those reasons, many children choose to drop out from school and look for a job that might boost their family’s economic situation, although many of them are unaware of their skills and capabilities. [39:  Id., p 42] 

[bookmark: _Toc272133768]Case Study
[bookmark: _Toc272133769]Case study 1 – Detention and impact
 Name: Mohammad R. (15)
Detained: April 2013
Location: Hebron
That morning, Mohammed left for school because he had an exam even though school had reportedly been closed that day due to the death of a Palestinian man in the community. Around 8:30 am, when he arrived at the school, he was told to go home. 
Around 9 a.m., Mohammed stopped at a roundabout in the city where clashes quickly began between Palestinian youth and Israeli soldiers. When the clashes began to escalate, Mohammed took a taxi with a group of other teenagers away from the area. 
“I was going back home with my friends, and we sat down on the roundabout. Then the clashes started with Israeli soldiers. People were running away. I took a taxi with some friends. Then the soldiers came and took people out of the taxi. They took two of us from the taxis, me and one other guy. They dragged us out. They put us in the [military] jeep and tied our hands with plastic handcuff, and they blindfolded me. They also beat me.” 
“They were talking to each other in Hebrew and I didn’t understand what they were saying, nobody talked to me. I was put in a corner of the jeep, on the floor of it next to the chairs. I was in the jeep for about ten minutes. They put me in the checkpoint container room, where I was detained for about three hours.”
“A high ranking officer came and talked to me and took off my blindfold, but I was still handcuffed. He asked me my name, my age, did I have my I.D. Nothing else. They just kept us there waiting. Nobody asked why I was there. They then took us in the jeep to the police station at the entrance of the Israeli settlement Kiryat Arba.”
“I was interrogated a couple of different times, throughout the day. We were sent in, one by one, for interrogation. There was one person in the room who started interrogating us. They asked us whether we were throwing stones, or doing other things. I was not told that I could have a lawyer. I didn’t know that I was going to be arrested after the interrogation.”
“The first time I went into the interrogation, they wanted me to confess and say that I was throwing stones. But I didn’t so they sent me back out to the yard. There were two soldiers there who beat me up. They kicked me, and hit me on my head. They were cursing at me, in Hebrew, but I understood some of it. There were two of them. One of them was called Mishe Hess. He was the guy beating me the most. I heard others calling him that. They said I better confess to throwing stones, then they sent me back to the interrogation room again.” 
“It was the same interrogator as the first time but this time he started threatening me, saying they would put me in a room without food or water for five days. They said that they would never send me home. After being threatened for a while I confessed to throwing stones. It was before they started recording the interrogation that they were threatening me. When the recording started, it was normal, and that is when I confessed.”
“Afterwards, they took us and we gave our fingerprints, and they told us to sign a piece of paper written in Hebrew. I refused to sign it, and they did not force me to sign it.”
“We were detained there until around 5 p.m. They took put us back in the jeep, blindfolded me again, and put the handcuffs back on. I was taken to Etzion to an interrogation centre there. I was kept there from 6 p.m. until 1 a.m. Then they took us to Ofer prison.”
“I was kept in a cell for a month. I was in the minor’s section of Ofer prison. There were adult inmates in the prison that took care of us. They sorted out the food and gave us chores to do during the day. Usually, at 9 a.m., we’d wake up to make breakfast, around 11 a.m. there was an inspection of the rooms. We were let out during the day into the yard. The doors opened every thirty minutes in the afternoon to let us go out.”
“I was arrested on a Wednesday and went to court for the first time the Sunday after. I went to court every two days after that, about twelve times in the first month. Than after that, about once a month. When the judge came in, he spoke in Hebrew. The first time he postponed the hearing. The second time he had the list of charges in front of him. My brother, who was at every court appearance, told the judge that I confessed under pressure. But the judge didn’t listen. The first few sessions were in Hebrew, between the lawyer and the judge, but after a few times, they brought in a translator to ask me questions. I was eventually sentenced to four months with a fine a 1,500 shekels. That was the deal they made, the lawyer and the prosecutor. After two months and a few days, that’s when the deal was made.”
“I saw my family twice, in the four months I was in prison. But there was someone there all the times I was in court. I was very happy to see my parents, even if it was for a little bit. I used to miss my family a lot.”
“I was in the ninth grade when I was arrested. They let me pass the school year that I had missed the end of, because I was in prison, because I had really good grades before that. In the prison, they had only a few story books, not much. The thing I hated the most about prison was the inspections, they messed up everything in the room while we waited outside.”
“After four months, I was released. I had spent the time and paid the fine. I was taken to the Beitunia checkpoint where my parents were waiting for me with some of my brothers. It was during Ramadan that I was released.”
“It took a while for me to be normal. When I went into people’s homes, I felt like a stranger, I felt like I didn’t know anybody. It was hard at school, especially in English classes, because I had missed so much, two and half months. It was the end of the ninth grade that I missed, and there is a graduation ceremony. Me and my friends had talked about taking a trip together to celebrate the graduation. It was sad that I missed that, that I didn’t get to be with them. But I studied really, really hard in tenth grade and started getting honours again, like I used to.”
“I used to be really quiet, but now, I get angry, I lose my temper quickly, I get agitated easily. Even now I get angry quickly. Over simple stuff. But people understand, for sure they understand what I went through. It’s normal here. But they took days of my life away from me.”
“Now, I have to keep my distance from soldiers, I stay away from any gatherings. I have a four year suspended sentence, so I stay away.”
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