Dear Mr. Chairman,

Dear Members of Committee, 

Let me express my appreciation for the opportunity to inform the Committee about measures taken by the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan concerning the implementation of the provisions of the Convention against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.
We reaffirm our readiness to the cooperation with the Committee and we will further contribute to the implementation of the relevant rights, envisaged by the Convention. 

Interactive dialogue, comments and recommendations of the members of the Committee will allow once again to overlook and to analyze the taken efforts with regard to the implementation of the recommendations, our achievements, as well as existing problems in this field.  

Working Group has been set up by the decree of the President for the preparation of the fourth periodic report in accordance with the updated procedure of compilation of national reports and includes the representatives of the relevant ministries and agencies. National human rights institution - Ombudsman and representatives of the respective non-governmental organizations have also been involved in the elaboration of the report. 
The participation of the representative delegation established by the presidential decree, which comprises high-ranking officials of the relevant state structures, testifies also to the importance that our country attaches to the cooperation with the Committee. 

Dear Mr. Chairman,

The Government pays special attention to the collaboration with international organizations in this sphere. During their visit to Azerbaijan on 16-24 April of 2015 the members of the UN Sub-Committee against torture visited police stations, pre-trial and temporary detention centres, investigative isolation units, prisons, psychiatric hospitals and social care institutions. Members of the Sub-Committee welcomed unhindered access to the places of detention, level of staff in penitentiary facilities and their treatment of prisoners, as well as technical equipment of the facilities. The recommendations of the Sub-Committee concerning the visit results will be carefully examined by the Government of Azerbaijan. 

Additionally, on the invitation of the Government of the Republic the visit of the Working Group on arbitrary detentions of the UN Human Rights Council is expected to our country on 16-25 May 2016. The visit of the Special Rapporteur on the human rights defenders is also planned for the next year.  

Azerbaijan has acceded to the European Convention on prevention of torture and provided the chance for the European Committee on prevention of torture and inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment to carry out unhindered visits to the places of detention. The last visit of the representatives of the Committee has been made in June 2015.   

Signed in 2000, the Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan and International Committee of Red Cross created extensive opportunities for the representatives of ICRC to freely visit the places of detention.  During the period of January-October 2015 the representatives of ICRC have made 37 such visits. 
Dear Mr. Chairman,
The measures have been implemented on the improvement of the justice system and increasing the effectiveness of oversight over the activities of penitentiary institutions within the realization of the second National Plan of Action on the protection of human rights in the Republic of Azerbaijan for the period of 2012-2015. 
The measures on ensuring the independence of the justice system, improving the activities of the courts, judicial infrastructure, establishment of single internet portal and information system “E-court”, integration of electronic services substantially improves legal assistance to citizens, ensures publicity and efficiency, increases control over the implementation of court decisions. 
Within the joint project with the World Bank “Modern system of justice” the administrative buildings of courts equipped with modern information-communication technologies were put into operation.  
Judicial-legal council, active since 2005, analyses and provides assessment of the activities of judicial organs and views the issues of legal responsibility. Within the review period, 201 disciplinary proceedings were launched as regards judges, as a result of which powers of 11 judges were ceased ahead of time, workplaces of 17 judges were changed, 84 judges were warned and other disciplinary penalties were imposed as well.   
The construction of 6 new penitentiary facilities, including three of them in the regions of the country, is ongoing. The recommendations of the relevant international organizations in this respect have been taken into account to the maximum extent. 
The competences of the Public Committee were extended and functioning time was increased from one to two years in accordance with the amendments to the rules regulating the activity of the mentioned entity by the Law on Public Participation. 
The Public Committee carries out monitoring in various penitentiary institutions of the country on a regular basis at its own choice. For the period of 2013 – September 2015 the Public Committee made more than 230 visits to the penitentiary institutions. 
Along with it, the Commission consisting of the officials of the Ministry of Justice, Penitentiary Service and members of the Public Committee is functioning, which is also entrusted with the authority of unhindered access to the penitentiary institutions, private meetings with prisoners and familiarization with the conditions of their detention. For the review period the Commission has recommended the courts to free from detention or to transfer to the facilities with more moderate conditions about 3800 convicted persons. Approximately 96.5% of recommendations have been accepted. 
Dear Mr. Chairman, 
The Government is continuing its committed and consistent measures in the field of fight against corruption, which stand for one of the important priorities of the state policy. The reforms in the sector of public administration and freedom of entrepreneurship are aimed at increasing transparency in the activities of state institutions. For 9 months of 2015 146 criminal cases with regard to 224 individuals were submitted to the courts by the General Directorate on the Fight against Corruption. The reparation of damage in the amount of 31.64 mln. Manats (more than 30 mln. US Dollars) was ensured. 
The special State Agency was established with a view of increasing effectiveness of public service provision through the application of innovative methods. More than 200 services, including those of 12 state organs are rendered in the centers of the State Agency – “ASAN Service”. Furthermore, since 2012 the process of establishment of ASAN service centers in different regions of the country is underway. The Agency is paving the way for broader use of electronic services, cost reduction and cuts the loss of time of the citizens, increases the confidence in state structures, strengthens transparency, contributes to combating corruption. This year ASAN has been awarded with the United Nations Public Service Award 2015 at the annual session of the UN Committee of Experts on Public Administration. 
Combating corruption also constituted one of the priorities of the Chairmanship of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe from May to November 2014. Under this particular chairmanship priority, a Conference on international standards and national experiences in the fight against corruption was organised in Baku in July 2014, in cooperation with GRECO and the International Anti-Corruption Academy (IACA). Currently, Azerbaijan is holding chairmanship in IACA. 
Dear Mr. Chairman, 

The Government is also continuing complex measures aimed at combating domestic violence and prevention of human trafficking. 
 In 2015 State Committee on affairs of family, women and children has set up special data bank, where information is collected on the online format from various state organs and institutions, rehabilitation centres (NGOs) concerning victims of domestic violence and measures intended for their rehabilitation, integration and administration of legal assistance as well as data on individuals committed such violence.   Within the realization of concept of development “Azerbaijan 2020: Look into the future” projects of Azerbaijan Family Strategy and Child Code, National Plan of Action on gender equality were elaborated. 

The implementation of the third national plan of action on combating human trafficking for the period of 2017-2018 is ongoing. In accordance with the national plan, among others, measures are planned for prevention, protection and rehabilitation of victims of human trafficking.     

For the last period 7 NGOs underwent accreditation and received the right for the creation of special centers (shelters) for victims of domestic violence. Centers were established in cities – Baku, Sumgait and Ganja. Coordination councils on prevention of domestic violence were also created within local executive organs. According to the statistics, 4.244 crime acts against women were registered for the period of 9 month of 2015. 1.780 of them was classified as torment, 646 as the crimes at the domestic basis.  2187 persons were held criminally accountable. 
For the same period, 14 individuals were held criminally accountable on 13 criminal cases on the article 149 (criminal assault) of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Along with this, 22 criminal cases were raised in connection with human trafficking and forced labor. 21 individuals were held criminally accountable. 56 persons, including 5 foreigners were considered as victims of human trafficking. For the same period 48 individuals were placed in the temporary refuge for victims of human trafficking under the Chief Directorate on the fight against human trafficking of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 33 persons were rendered assistance by the Assistance Fund for the victims of human trafficking. 
Dear Mr. Chairman, 
In accordance with the Optional Protocol to the Convention against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment and punishment Commissioner on human rights (Ombudsman) was appointed as national preventive mechanism. 
For 6 months of 2015 the national preventive mechanism carried out 221 visits to the places of detention, including 179 planned and 51 unplanned ones. During the visits the group held meetings with prisoners, examined their problems and complaints and submitted proposals and recommendations on the elimination of shortcomings and loopholes to the management of the facility.     
For the same period, about 200 proposals and recommendations on the improvement of legislation were reflected in the reports of the Ombudsman as national preventive mechanism. 71% of them were accepted. 
Dear Mr. Chairman, 
The Government is continuing its consistent measures aimed at the support of civil society in the country. 
The implementation of legislative and institutional reforms in this field, adoption of the Concept of state support to the NGOs and establishment of the Council on state support to the NGOs under the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan created favourable conditions for the development of NGOs.  

The establishment of electronic information system “Personal electronic window” ensures the interchange of information between NGOs and state organs, makes available information envisaged by law and reports in electronic form and renders other electronic services.  

The legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan does not envisage the mandatory state registration of local NGOs as legal entities. Local NGOs can carry out their activities without state registration.  

In line with the Law on Registration of legal entities and state register the obligatory state registration is foreseen for commercial organizations, as well as representations and branches of foreign legal persons. With a view of further development of civil society the draft laws on Social orders and Trade unions were also elaborated. 
In 2014 the Ministry of Justice registered agreements on allocation of grants in the total amount of 73.321 mln. Manats (more than 69 mln. US Dollars). The extensive part of this amount for allotted for NGOs. 
Dear Mr. Chairman, 

Unfortunately, it should be noted that the Republic of Azerbaijan is not able to fulfil its international obligations in the field of human rights protection to the fullest extent on the national level in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan as a result of ongoing Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.   
In the course of armed aggression by Armenia against the Republic of Azerbaijan the grave violations of the norms of international humanitarian law and human rights, numerous facts of extrajudicial executions and massive killings, torture and other cruel and inhuman types of treatment and punishment in relation to the civil population were registered. 
According to the data by the State Commission of the Republic of Azerbaijan on the affairs of war prisoners, hostages and missing persons as for 1 October 2015, there are 4013 persons in the list of missing persons. Numerous pieces of data indicate that they are illegally held captive by the Republic of Armenia and torture and other cruel and inhuman types of treatment and punishment are systematically applied in relation to them. According to our information, as a result of torture and mistreatment 554 citizens of Azerbaijan died in the Armenian captivity. In this context the fate of two Azerbaijanis – Dilgam Asgarov and Shahbaz Guliyev held as hostages in the Armenian side since July 2014 continues to remain the source of serious concern for the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan. In that regard, we would ask the members of the Committee to pay special attention to the inhuman treatment and systematic torture and violence by the authorities of Armenia in relation to these captives. 
In conclusion, I would like to express once again the readiness of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the productive cooperation and open dialogue with the Committee. 
I thank you for your attention. 
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