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ANNEX 8 (Question 6)
Relocation and eviction situations affecting the Roma
Baia Mare - The shelters of the 120 Roma families had been built illegally on public as well as private land. The eviction decision was also motivated by the fact that the respective area was not easily accessible, had a precarious infrastructure and no utilities, being a health hazard for the community. 

The decision was based on the preoccupation of the authorities for improving the living conditions of the vulnerable groups. The measures have been taken following a large consultation process with the members of the community. Moreover, the policy regarding the social inclusion of the Roma community has been shaped and implemented after a large public debate initiated in 2008 (including public institutions in charge with health, education, internal affairs, labor, social protection, as well as the local authorities and representatives of the Roma community and the civil society). 

The municipality provided a temporary housing solution in the CUPROM buildings, and informed the members of the Roma community about it. The renovated buildings were connected to electricity, water and sewerage, and had bathrooms, central heating, cable television and internet. The evicted persons could inspect the buildings in advance in order to decide whether to move in, and a written agreement was drafted for those who accepted the offer. The electricity and water supply were charged to the local budget. The location is close to a bus and a trolleybus stop, to several schools, a hospital and the ROMANII Community Centre, a social centre providing a wide range of services: personal hygiene, laundry, social canteen, recreational and educational services for pre-school children, school children and illiterate children, pre-kindergarten services, counselling services, health services, mediators and a community nurse for the new community. At the time of reporting, there were no recorded cases of dropping-out or non-schooling among the children, due to the social assistance provided by the local authorities. 

The Baia Mare local authorities took measures to improve the housing conditions by upgrading and expanding the existing blocks and by building new housing units. The City Council established a negotiating committee tasked to lease land for the building of social neighbourhoods for the disadvantaged communities in the municipality of Baia Mare. Such plans are designed on a long term, and the results will materialize in time, given the legal and administrative procedures. 

However, on 11 June 2012, the president of the National Agency for Roma filed a complaint against the Local Council and the Mayor of Baia Mare at the National Council for Combating Discrimination (NCCD). The NCCD Steering Board issued a decision which ascertains the harassment provided by art.2 para.(5) and the violation of the right to dignity governed by art.15 of Government Ordinance no. 137/2000. The Mayor of Baia Mare was fined with 6,000 RON (approx. 1,300 EUR). The NCCD decision recommended the demolition of the wall and the adoption of measures aiming at improving the housing conditions of Roma people. 

The Ombudsman also took action and asked the Mayor to solve the case of discrimination through a reasonable solution. The situation of the Roma population in Baia Mare has also been closely followed by the Prime-Minister’s state counsellor for Roma issues.
The National Agency for Roma organized through its County Office for Roma within the Baia Mare County Prefecture working meetings with all the parties involved in the eviction/relocation cases, in an effort to consolidate the dialogue between the formal and informal Roma leaders and the local and central public authorities.
Cluj-Napoca - The local authorities identified a number of 18 families of Roma ethnicity living in 4 buildings belonging to the Cluj-Napoca City Hall, whose lease contracts ceased in 2004 and 2009, respectively. In the immediate proximity, other illegal facilities (from the land ownership and urban planning regulations points of view) were improvised by different families/groups. In December 2010, 56 families/groups were identified living on this site. None of the improvised facilities had running water, sewage access, toilets, gas or electricity. This situation led to the disturbance of public order affecting two neighborhoods and it caused discomfort for the local inhabitants, being also a potential source of infectious diseases. 

The National Council for Combating Discrimination (NCCD) was notified in 2011 with regard to the relocation of 56 Roma families from Coastei Street to Pata Rât. As a result, NCCD issued the Decision no. 441/15.11.2011 which concludes that the eviction of the Roma community and their relocation near the landfill and the city chemical waste station represents a differential and discriminatory deed, according to art.2 (1), art.10 (h), art.13 (1) and art.15 of O.G. no. 137/2000. The Mayor of Cluj-Napoca was sanctioned with the amount of 8,000 RON (aprox. 1.700 EUR) and a contravention warning. The NCCD recommended the Cluj-Napoca City Hall to adopt measures aiming at ensuring the minimum living conditions for the Pata-Rât community.

In June 2011, the Cluj-Napoca City Hall and UNDP signed a Memorandum of Understanding which provided for a framework of cooperation in terms of promoting social inclusion and social housing in the city. In July 2011, the two parties agreed on developing a technical assistance project to address the problems of the Roma community in Pata-Rât area, especially the housing needs, to be developed between 2013 and 2020. 

Given the complexity of the situation, the local authorities considered that a concerted intervention of several institutions was needed. As a result, in March 1012, a $ 60,000 contract was concluded for funding the technical project "Making the most of EU Fund for Sustainable Housing and Inclusion of Disadvantaged Roma in Cluj Metropolitan Area". The contributors are the Open Society Institute – 50,000 dollars, the United Nations Development Program – 5,000 dollars and Cluj-Napoca City Hall, the project implementation unit – 5,000 dollars. The project is monitored by the North-West Development Agency, the faculty of the Babes-Bolyai University and the Civil Society Working Group – gLoc. The project is part of the 2014-2020 long-term strategic planning for the benefit of disadvantaged communities, especially the communities of Pata Rat, and is centred on three areas: research into the housing needs of the Roma communities; a community facilitation component, focused on empowering community members to actively engage in planning and implementing long-term projects; the development of a portfolio of projects on housing, employment, health services and education needs.

An action plan was developed to address the urgent needs of the community, such as: facilitating hygiene standards (building provisional modules with toilets and showers for each community, installing ecological toilets), transportation to school (school bus to Traian Darjan School and adjusting the schedule of the public transportation in the area), issuing identity documents, improving public services and access to social services, providing with firewood for heating during winter. At the same time, the Directorate for Social and Medical Assistance, organized as a public service subordinated to the Local Council of Cluj-Napoca, is open to consultations and constructive partnerships with a view to improving the living conditions of people who risk social marginalization. The local authorities continue to work on finding solutions for improving the situation of the vulnerable groups by involving communities in decision making and in finding sustainable solutions.
During the 2013-2014 academic year the “School after School” project was developed at Traian Darjan School targeting children from disadvantaged or socially-excluded families or families vulnerable to the risk of social exclusion aimed at preventing school dropout. The 90 students enrolled in the program were offered lunch meals. Starting with the 2014-2015 academic year, the project has been extended to Nicolae Iorga School. 

The Directorate for Social and Health Assistance, in cooperation with the Directorate for Community Development and Assistance of Arad County, the Rotherham Metropolitan Council, the Intercultural Institute Timisoara and Caritas Eparchial Greco-Catholic Cluj Association implemented “Together for a Safe Start!” project (April 2011-March 2014) aimed at developing an integrated model of social and professional inclusion of Roma ethnics and disabled persons. As a result, 3,415 persons of Roma ethnicity received professional information, mediation and counseling; 300 persons attended vocational training courses; 200 disabled persons attended vocational training courses; 240 Roma ethnics received certification for informally-acquired skills/qualifications; 300 persons of Roma ethnicity received grants throughout the vocational training courses. Out of the 113 persons from Cluj-Napoca that got employed, 96 belonged to the Roma community and 17 of them were persons with disabilities. A Social Inclusion Centre offering information and counseling for promoting employment opportunities for vulnerable groups was established. 

At the end of January 2014, 46 social apartment-units were finalized. The project was financed by EU funds and co-financed by the Cluj-Napoca Municipality. 46 families belonging to vulnerable groups, among which also Roma ethnics, were the beneficiaries of these social houses.   

Piatra Neamț - The relocation operations of Roma families were not technically a forced eviction and unfolded relatively slowly, over a week (1-7 August 2012) and no incidents occurred. The relocations aimed at offering the tenants better living conditions, in each case the new living units being better than the previous ones. Furthermore, in Speranța and Văleni neighborhoods there are no segregated areas. During the last decade, the Municipality has developed numerous projects in the two neighborhoods to build living units for young people as well as for other groups.  

Between 2003 and 2010, 600 apartment-units in 15 buildings (out of which 14 were built by the National Agency for Young People Aged up to 35 Years) and 100 housing units in 25 modular villa type houses were completed in Speranța neighborhood. Roma or mixed families were among the beneficiaries of these housing spaces.

In 2007 and 2008, 60 families of tenants from Țiparului Alley (D2 building) and 52 families from Ulmilor Alley (building no.40) were relocated on Muncii Street in 128 social houses, because the two buildings had been destroyed by the tenants. By 2012, the social houses on Muncii Street were also largely destroyed by the tenants. Due to the high fines accumulated over time, all public utilities were suspended.

In 2011, in Văleni I neighborhood 200 units in 50 modular villa type houses were completed. Roma persons and families were also among the beneficiaries. 
In 2012, 262 persons were relocated from the social houses on Muncii Street to Văleni II neighborhood in 96 residential units consisting of 24 two-room apartments and 72 one-room apartments, in better living conditions than the previous ones (bathrooms, tiled kitchens, floored bedrooms, access to utilities). Housing was granted on social – not ethnic – grounds. In the area there is a school and the municipality has taken measures provide adequate public transportation. 
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