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Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I would like join Mr. Cissé-Gouro in welcoming you to the 89th session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

Since our last session, the number of States parties having ratified or acceded to the Convention has remained at 189. Similarly, the number of States parties having accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention concerning the Committee’s meeting time has remained at 81. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. With respect to the Optional Protocol, the number of States parties remains at 115.

I am pleased to inform you that since our last session, Kazakhstan, Paraguay, Republic of Moldova and Syria submitted their periodic reports and San Marino submitted its combined initial to fifth periodic report to the Committee. The number of States parties having opted out from the simplified reporting procedure since our decision in 2022 to make the simplified reporting procedure the default procedure for the submission of State party reports to the CEDAW Committee, with the possibility for States parties to opt out, remains at 13.

Please let me now introduce my participation in events related to the implementation of women’s rights since the last session of the Committee.

Shortly after our last session, on 3 June 2024, in my capacity as CEDAW Chair, I had the honour to attend the award of the Legion of Honour Medal to our distinguished colleague Ms. Nicole Ameline by President Emmanuel Macron at the Élysée Palace in Paris.

From 24 to 28 June, I participated in the 36th annual meeting of Chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies at United Nations Headquarters in New York. The meeting provided an opportunity for the Chairs to meet with the United Nations Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres, the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights, Ilze Brands-Kehris, convene informal meetings with States parties and NGOs, and participate in a side event organized by the Human Rights Platform of the Geneva Academy and the Pacific Community (SPC) on regional follow-up reviews of treaty bodies. I also met with Women Enabled International and the Chair of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Gertrude Oforiwa Fefoame.

On 29 June, I made a presentation on “The situation of women with visual impairment in Latin America: Progress and future challenges” during the ninth “Manos solidarias” volunteer days, organized by the Fundación ONCE para América Latina in Madrid.

On 3 July, I made a presentation at a virtual training session of the Land is Life programme for indigenous women devoted to our General Recommendation No. 39 (2022) on the rights of indigenous women and girls.

On 8 July, I made an online presentation on relevant recommendations of CEDAW, the CERMI Women’s Foundation and the European Disability Forum at a hearing on “Ensuring the sexual and reproductive health rights of women with disabilities”, at a hearing of the European Economic and Social Committee’s Permanent Group on Disability Rights held in Brussels.

On 11 and 12 July, I attended the Coordination Meeting of the Expanded Advisory Board of the Women’s Parliamentary Forum (WPF) at the 2nd edition of the Marrakesh Economic Parliamentary Forum for the Euro-Mediterranean Region and Gulf of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM) held in Marrakech, Morocco, where I made a presentation on “The work ahead to ensure de facto and de jure equality of women and men”.

On 15 July, I participated in a panel discussion on the implementation of the European Directive on combating violence against women and domestic violence at a public hearing of the European Economic and Social Committee on “Violence against women as a human rights issue” in Brussels. 

As Co-Chair of the Platform of independent expert mechanisms on discrimination and violence against women (EDVAW), I co-convened the virtual 20th and 21st meetings of the EDVAW Platform on 18 July and 26 September, respectively, and a virtual meeting of the Platform with UN Women to explore possible ways of collaboration on 28 August.

On 26 July, I delivered a video message concerning a possible extraordinary technical cooperation session of our Committee in Suva, Fiji, to the Women Leaders’ Meeting of the Pacific Islands Forum, held online.	Comment by Jakob Schneider: Es importante mencionar “cooperación técnica”, sino es casi seguro que no van a aprobar una sesión extraordinaria en Fiji.

On 23 August, in my capacity as Co-Chair of the EDVAW Platform, I participated in the online Meeting of Leaders of the Action Coalition on gender-based violence of the Generation Equality Forum and updated the Action Coalition on the planned activities of the EDVAW Platform in relation to the upcoming Beijing+30 Review during the 69th session of the Commission on the Status of Women, to be held in New York in March 2025.

On 18 September, I participated in the Conference “Women, disability and the rural environment: CEDAW for all” convened by CERMI Castilla y León, a section of the Spanish Committee of Representatives of Persons with Disabilities in Matapozuelos, Valladolid, Spain, where I trained organizations of persons with disabilities in Castilla y León on the CEDAW Convention as a fundamental tool for the promotion and exercise of women’s rights.

On 20 September, I participated in an online panel discussion on “Women with disabilities in the new article 49 of the Spanish Constitution” at a Seminar titled “New Article 49 of the Constitution: Spain at the forefront of social constitutionalism in Europe”, hosted by the Foundation “Derecho y Discapacidad”.

On 23 September, I participated in an informal virtual meeting convened by the Chair of the 36th annual meeting of the Chairs of the United Nations human rights treaty bodies to brief the Chairs on her informal meeting with the core group for the drafting of the biennial resolution on the treaty body system and other States.

On 2 October, I made an online presentation on the EDVAW Platform as a global platform for co-operation and exchange at the side event “Bringing everyone on board: Strengthening the fight against gender-based violence against women through co-operation”, hosted by the Council of Europe during the 57th session of the Human Rights Council in Geneva.

On 4 October, I made a presentation on sexual violence against women with disabilities at the Conference “Sexual violence in Navarra: interventions, reparations and feminist strategies against sexual violence”, convened by the Navarra Institute for Equality (INAI) in Pamplona, Navarra, Spain.

On 7 October, I made online opening remarks at the anniversary event “45 years of UN CEDAW”, organized by the CEDAW Allianz Deutschland in Berlin.



	Dear colleagues,

I know that experts of the Committee have been involved in CEDAW-related activities since our last session. I would now be delighted to hear from them in this regard. In the interest of time management, I would like to request those members asking for the floor to limit their interventions to 3 minutes.

Lastly, I would like to announce that all public meetings of our 89th session, including this meeting, our constructive dialogues with the States parties, our informal public meetings with NGOs and NHRIs, the informal meeting with States parties and the public launch of General Recommendation No. 40 on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems that we plan to adopt at this session, as well as the public closing of the session on Friday 25 October are webcast live on UN Web TV.

I take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to all those who will be online observers on the webcast during these public meetings.

In concluding, I wish all of us success for our work during this session.

Thank you for your attention.

__________________
