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Concept Note
Half-day of general discussion on a proposed General Recommendation on reparations
During its 115th session (22 April to 9 May 2025, Geneva), the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) will hold a half-day of general discussion to inform the development of General Recommendation on reparations for the historical injustices from the chattel enslavement and its enduring harms to people of African Descent, organized by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. This half-day of general discussion aims to stimulate debate and build on contributions received during the call for input.
The proposed General Recommendation will provide guidance on the scope and content of the right to reparations under international human rights law, particularly concerning the harms of the forced capture of Africans, the transatlantic transport of those captives, their enslavement as chattel, and the massive and continuing harms suffered by their descendants.
Date, venue and themes
The half-day of general discussion will take place at the Palais Wilson in Geneva, Rue des Pâquis 52, 1201 Genève, on Friday, 25 April 2025, from 3 to 6 pm (Geneva time). It will be divided into two panels, each of which will aim to clarify the obligations related to reparations for the historical injustices from the chattel enslavement of Africans, and the ensuing harms and crimes to people of African Descent under the Convention. 
The first panel will shed light on reparations for the historical injustices from chattel slavery and the applicable legal standards. This includes the international and regional legal frameworks that support reparations, the applicability of peremptory norms in international law, state responsibilities, and mechanisms for enforcing reparations. 
The second panel will discuss the legal obligations regarding the legacy of chattel slavery, examining the historical roots of racial discrimination in chattel slavery, its continuation in contemporary systems of structural racism, and institutional accountability for historical injustices.
Participation
The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination invites States Parties to the ICERD, United Nations entities and specialized agencies, other human rights mechanisms, international and regional intergovernmental organizations, national human rights institutions, civil society and grassroots organizations, academia, individual experts, and other relevant stakeholders to participate in the half-day of general discussion and to provide written and/or oral contributions. 
Please contact the CERD Secretariat at the following email address ohchr-cerd@un.org to submit written contributions or to express interest in delivering an oral intervention during the half-day of general discussion. 
How to register
Please note that participation in the upcoming Half-Day of General Discussion will be in person only. Remote or hybrid modalities will not be available. However, members of the public may follow the proceedings live via UN Web TV: https://webtv.un.org.



To attend in person, each participant must register individually by creating an account on Indico for the 115th CERD Session. Please use a unique email address and upload a clear, front-facing photo without glasses. Once your registration is approved, you will receive a digital badge via email. Please download the badge and either print it or save a screenshot on your mobile device to present upon arrival. Kindly complete your registration by 24 April 2025.  For any technical issues or questions, feel free to contact us at ohchr-cerd@un.org.
Please note that OHCHR does not issue invitation letters for visa purposes. All participants are responsible for their own travel, accommodation, and visa arrangements. If a visa is required to enter Switzerland, we strongly recommend applying well in advance to avoid any delays.
























Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
Half-Day of General Discussion on Reparations for the Injustices from the Trade in Enslaved Africans, Their Treatment as Chattel, and the Ongoing Harms to and Crimes Against People of African Descent.
 Agenda
Friday, 25 April 2025, from 15:00 to 18:00
15:00 – 15:15 | Opening remarks
		Mr. Michal Balcerzak, Chairperson of CERD 
Mr. Mahamane Cissé-Gouro, Director, Human Rights Council and Treaty Mechanisms Division, OHCHR
Ms. Gay McDougall, Vice-Chairperson of CERD 
15:15 – 16:20 | Panel 1 “Reparations and International Law: Legal Frameworks, Obligations, and Enforcement.” 
		15:15 – 15:20 | Introduction of the discussion by moderator
				Moderator:  Ms. Pela Boker-Wilson, Member of CERD
		15:20 – 16:00 | Panel discussion 
Mr.  Prof. Joshua Castellino, Executive Dean, College of Arts, Law & Social Sciences, Brunel University of London
Ms. Patricia Sellers, former Special Advisor to the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court
Ms. Britta Redwood, Assistant Professor, Seton Hall School of Diplomacy and Seton Hall Law School 
Ms. Dr. Adejoké Babington-Ashaye, former Investigator at the International Criminal Court 
Mr. Bernard Duhaime, Special Rapporteur on the Promotion of Truth, Justice, Reparation and Guarantees of non-recurrence 
16:00 – 16:15 | Questions and oral interventions section (1 minute per speaker) – List of interveners from the floor – Register via ohchr-cerd@un.org cc badilla@un.org by 24 April 2025 at 15hrs00.
16:15 – 16:25 | Final remarks from panellists - Panel 1


16:25 – 16:35 | Short Break 

16:35 – 17:50 | Panel 2: “The Legacy of Chattel Slavery: Structural Racism and Institutional Accountability.”
		16:35 – 16:40 | Introduction of the discussion by moderator
				Moderator: Ms. Faith Dikeledi Pansy Tlakula, Member of CERD
		16:40 – 17:20| Panel discussion 
Ms. Tendayi Achiume, former Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance
H.E. Mr. Matthew Anthony Wilson, Permanent Representative of Barbados to the United Nations Office in Geneva
Mr. Eric Phillips, Vice-Chairperson of the CARICOM Reparations Commission
Mr. Ibrahima Guissé, Member of CERD
Mr. Dennis O’Brien, Founder, The Repair Campaign
17:25 – 17:40 | Questions and oral interventions section (1 minute per speaker) – List of interveners from the floor – Register via ohchr-cerd@un.org cc badilla@un.org by 24 April 2025 at 15hrs00.
17:40 – 17:50 | Final remarks from panellist - Panel 2 

17:50 – 18:00 | Final wrap-up of discussions and closing remarks 
17:50 – 17:55   Ms. Verene Albertha Shepherd, Vice-Chairperson of CERD
17:55 – 18:00 	Ms. Gay McDougall, Vice-Chairperson of CERD 
 Mr. Michal Balcerzak, Chairperson of CERD 
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