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Executive Summary
The Coalition of Human Rights Organizations of Venezuela, Forum for Life (Foro por la vida), presents the following report to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of the United Nations on the Test of the Third Report of the State of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela on compliance with the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). This report contains additional information to that provided by the state in 11 articles of the Covenant rights, to an adequate standard of living, non-discrimination of indigenous peoples, work and freedom of association, to food, housing, the environment, health and education, with their respective recommendations.

The context of the country in which this report is made is unfavorable for the satisfaction of social rights, given the severe decline in public revenues, dependent on imports to meet basic needs, a growing devaluation that generates high inflation and governance in which there is an increase of undemocratic and authoritarian tendencies expressed in the refusal of the State to a plural and democratic dialogue with all sectors of Venezuelan society, as well as the internal militarization of governance and the implementation of measures against rights of expression, association, assembly and peaceful demonstration.

The situation of social rights in Venezuela follows an accelerated regressive process in the progress of social inclusion, the effect of economic measures with persistent severe social costs and inconsistent, ineffective and inefficient policies that have shown limited results, despite the considerable resources invested. Added to this, there is a lack of access to public information, the permanent disqualification campaigns and harassment against human rights defenders, and the weakening of access of Venezuelans to regional protection bodies, which increase the helplessness of the victims of human rights violation.
Given the above situation, we ask the Committee to urge the Venezuelan government to ensure compatibility and consistency of economic measures, to its responsibility to protect the social rights of the entire population, and prevent that its application may cause setbacks in practice and enjoyment; as well as promoting a pluralistic debate to evaluate the reasons why we are in a process of regression in the fight against poverty, so that by way of consensus, urgent and comprehensive measures of economic and social nature are defined, it is their responsibility to implement measures to reverse this process and bring millions of Venezuelans out of poverty.
We also request the Committee to recommend the State the adaptation of domestic law to the principles and provisions of the Covenant and as long as they are part of the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (CRBV), to give priority, in the shortest possible time, to the enactment and effective implementation of laws that guarantee the rights to health and social security as stipulated in the Constitution; and also to refrain from adopting legislative, administrative and judicial measures to prevent, hinder or restrict access to public information, and to ensure on domestic legislation and administrative systems the availability of detailed information about the efforts and results of policies, financial resources, programs and beneficiaries on economic, social and cultural rights.
Furthermore, the Committee is requested to urge the State to ensure decent working conditions for all workers, respecting and abiding the conventions and recommendations of the ILO on decent employment, and submit regular reports on the employment situation in Venezuela to the Committee of Experts on the Application of Standards of the agency. Also, to take all necessary and effective measures to ensure the abolition of the practice for dismissal of workers developed by public bodies for having critical or different opinions from the government and its management, as well as to investigate and punish the practices of political discrimination.
Specifically, we urge the Committee to consider the following recommendations to the State:
a) Concrete progress in the demarcation of land and granting land titles to indigenous peoples and ensure their rights to health, food and education; implement effective measures to remove the illegal mining in indigenous territories; and fulfill the right of indigenous peoples to free, prior consultation and duly informed on all the gas, oil and mining projects in indigenous territories.

b) Comply with the obligation to respect the right to collective agreement for all workers and employees; eliminate measures that violate freedom of association and the right to strike, as recommended by the ILO; and ensure that decisions relating to wages are the result of a tripartite social dialogue.
c) Implement new policy options to reduce scarcity and food shortages, ensuring adequate stimulus to domestic production, affordability and quality of products; and ensure a system of public information on food and nutrition security in the country.

d) Establish channels of dialogue and participation with homeless communities, labor unions in the construction sector and the private sector to reduce the housing deficit; increase domestic production of construction materials; and secure tenure of housing and land titles, and a transparent system of housing allocation.

e) Take all necessary measures to repair the destruction of the habitat and biodiversity caused by oil exploitation and legal and illegal mining; and raise the institutional capacities of management, monitoring and environmental control, to monitor the compliance with environmental laws and punish those who violate them.

f) Recover hospitals and public health ambulatories; ensure the availability, distribution and permanent provision of supplies, reagents, drugs and equipment in all public and private institutions; slow down and reduce malaria, HIV and tuberculosis; and advance in the integration of the National Public Health System, with an adequate budget and suitable qualification of health personnel with universities and medical associations.

g) Ensure a curricular reform and educational plans that protect freedom of thought and participation of all involved in the educational activity, without any interference by political, ideological or military nature; and take steps to stop the progressive deterioration of the quality of education to make it compatible with international standards.
Presentation

This report was prepared by the Forum for Life (Foro por la vida), a Coalition of Human Rights Organizations of Venezuela, for consideration by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of the United Nations for the evaluation of the third report submitted by the Venezuelan State on compliance with the obligations under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR). A valuable input to the contents came from the Venezuelan Program of Education-Action in Human Rights (PROVEA), Civil Association Espacio Público, the Federation of Parents and Representatives (Fenasopadres), the Venezuelan Observatory of Health (OVS), the Foundation Bengoa and the Coalition of Organizations for the Right to Health and Life (Codevida).
For writing this report, a review of the third periodic report submitted by the State in 2012 was made, as well as the list of issues prepared by the Committee in 2014 and the State's response to this list, recorded in 2015. The content is structured in accordance with the articles of the Covenant relating to the rights addressed and with the guidance on these items that are in the general comments of the Committee. In the interest of providing complementary information to that offered by the State, the period of analysis in this report includes events from 2002 to 2015, we have made the effort to include the latest information published in official sources wherever it was possible. Among the analysis made we make a reference to specific paragraphs of the Third Report and State response to the List of Issues clearly marked. 
The report includes a first portion of context that points out the conditions that surround and impact all Covenant rights addressed, and then continues with a second part in which the following items and Covenant rights are treated: Article 2, the adoption of measures for the full realization of rights (p. 7) and non-discrimination of indigenous peoples (p. 8); Article 6, the right to work (p. 11); Article 7, the right to just and favorable conditions of work (p. 13); Article 8, freedom of association and the right to strike (p. 14); Article 11, the right to an adequate standard of living (p. 16), the right to adequate food (p. 18), the right to adequate housing (p. 20) and the right to an adequate environment (p. 23); Article 12, the right to health (p. 25); and Article 13, the right to education. The report also contains 35 recommendations that accompany each of the items and rights included.

 
Context
  1.
This report is made in circumstances of increasing obstacles to ensure access to public information by the Executive Power, in disqualification and disregard for the work of civil society organizations, and a general lack of protection of victims of human rights violation.
  2.
To these difficulties we must add the refusal of the Executive Power to proceed in accordance with its responsibility to open and maintain a pluralistic and democratic dialogue with all social and political organizations in the country, to build consensus policies to address problems that affect the enjoyment of social rights by the whole population.

  3.
From 2002 to the present, the measures implemented by the State of Venezuela within its obligations under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights have not been consistent and persistent. Therefore, as there has been some progress, there are also standstills and setbacks in the realization of the rights recognized in the Covenant, and it has been warned that the current economic and social context creates conditions for massive violation of several rights, with global regressive effects in the standard of living of the Venezuelan population. 

  4.
From 2003, the government of President Hugo Chavez implemented a series of social measures he called "missions," which had a positive impact on poverty reduction. Organizations such as PROVEA have recognized it, at the time, including the reduction of sectors of poor people to the enjoyment of social rights at a short term as a result of these measures; but they also warned of the difficulties for financial sustainability at a medium and long term, in a scenario of declining revenue from oil exports and the need to transform these welfare-oriented measures in structural policies having an impact on the causes of poverty.
  5.
In late 2007, President Chavez acknowledged the lack of efficiency and effectiveness of government administration and the missions –he invited public authorities to a process he called "the three Rs": Rectification, Revision and Revitalization- due to a weak correspondence between the budget to be allocated and the limited results of many of them. However, this will to improve governance and thus the enjoyment of social rights, had no major results. Conversely, the allegations of irregularities in such programs continued. 

  6.
Having as an argument that the participation of military ensured greater efficiency, the government increased the militarization of public administration, also taking it to the field of civil and social areas, further closing the channels for dialogue with critical sectors to its management, thus weakening the possibility of corrections and democracy itself, diluting both institutional balances and the separation and independence of public powers. 
7.
The replacement of the presidency from Hugo Chavez to Nicolas Maduro was not an opportunity for consensus policies that help the enjoyment of all social rights, but instead it accelerated the undemocratic and authoritarian tendencies of governance. The decrease in income from the sale of oil, dependence on imports to satisfy basic needs and the increasing devaluation of the Venezuelan currency, the Bolivar, added to the political unrest, an extensive and severe economic crisis, with 68.5% inflation for 2014, as well as the decline in purchasing power of wages, the rising cost of basic services and widespread shortages of food, medicines and other consumer products.
  8.
The economic adjustment measures that have been applied, the non-recognition of the inefficiency and ineffectiveness in governance, the authoritarianism and state management, are charging the cost of the crisis on the most vulnerable sectors of the population. The official argument was that this situation is the result of an "economic war" promoted by national and international sectors who want the interruption of constitutional order to overthrow the democratically elected government. Other public authorities have joined the government in support of this hypothesis, including the General Prosecutor’s Office, which weakens the guarantees of compliance to due process and the necessary separation of powers. The non-recognition of the problems has increased the stagnation and decline of social inclusion progress achieved in previous years. One consequence is the increase of poverty levels in the country, which was recognized by the official statistics.

  9.
This general context of the country is unfavorable for the fulfillment of the obligations of the Covenant, and the outlook is for a further deterioration in the near future. The discontent with the political exclusion, and the increasing exclusion of social nature, has increased the unrest in the country, and thus the amount of demonstrations, largely peaceful, staged by the population to demand rights. The response of the government of President Nicolas Maduro has been the militarization of public security policies, promoting restrictive laws to the right to strike, association, assembly and peaceful demonstration and the prosecution of persons detained in the context of the protests.
10.
Additionally to this situation, there are disqualification campaigns and systematic harassment against human rights defenders and the weakening of access of Venezuelans to regional protection bodies. In 2013, Venezuela denounced the American Convention on Human Rights and it was retired a year later from the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. The Venezuelan government maintains an attitude of indifference and refuses to accept visits in loco or recommendations of a number of United Nations bodies, creating a generalized situation of vulnerability for victims and relatives of human rights violations. 

Recommendations

11.
The State must ensure the compatibility and consistency of economic measures or any other, with its responsibility to protect the social rights of the entire population, and prevent its application from causing setbacks in its exercise and enjoyment. 
12.
The State must ensure the democratic character of its policies and institutions, having substantive elements such as a dialogue with all sectors of society, the independence of public powers and respect for the work of defending human rights. 
13.
The State must implement the recommendations of international organizations for the protection of human rights aimed at the compliance with the Covenant and create a mechanism accessible to all citizens to monitor its implementation, without exception. 
Article 2. Measures for full realization of rights 
14.
At the legislative level, since 2002 until the present, the Venezuelan government has approved laws favorable to the guarantees of social rights
 enshrined in the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (Constitution), as described in paragraph 252 of the State Report. However, there are significant differences between the statements in the regulations and the reality. One example is that after an Organic Law of Social Security System was approved in 2002, the system that dictates this Act has not yet been created. Therefore, although the security coverage has increased, it only benefits a small percentage of the population. Old age pension granted by the Venezuelan Institute of Social Security (IVSS), for example, covers less than 40% of the insurable population. 

15.
On the right to health, the legislative power -for more than a decade has refrained from passing the Organic Law of Health to develop the right in a substantive and factual way as set out in the CRBV
. The National Assembly -legislative body in charge of ensuring the country's legal system and its adaptation to the Constitution- violates the constitutional mandate and hinders the satisfaction of needs of citizens and citizens in the field of health
. The negligence of the Assembly is more inexplicable when one considers that in this period six laws were enacted for governing the matter, specifically as it relates to private practice in addition to those noted by the State in paragraph 482 of its report and almost none to the organizational, financial and institutional aspects of the public health system.
16.
The performance of the Supreme Court (TSJ)
 shows that while some judgments dealt with the protection of social rights, mainly the rights to housing and other social security, others, however, created conditions for the violation of rights. The State does not mention in its report that on April 20, 2004, the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court 
dismissed a constitutional protection in favor of the right to health, violating Article 26 of the CRBV
. That ruling ignored social rights as "human rights", which enjoys legal protection, even when it comes to collective and diffuse interests
. The Chamber based its decision on an old and obsolete legal doctrine of the International System of Protection of Human Rights that divided the rights for generations at different levels of importance, ignoring the principles of interdependence, indivisibility and no hierarchy of human rights. The hierarchy of rights covered by the judgment leads to the conclusion that the State does not have the same obligations to all the rights and, therefore, can do more to protect some and ignore others, in contravention of Article 19 of the CRBV which requires the State to ensure the enjoyment and inalienable, indivisible and interdependent enjoyment of all human rights. The Chamber found that social rights "are not in the subjective sphere of the citizen", i.e. they are not inherent to the human person, thus restricting the obligation of the State to meet their satisfaction and the right of citizens to demand promotion, protection and security, contradicting Articles 2 and 3 of the CRBV, in which it is stated that Venezuela is a democratic and social state of law and justice, and it is the State's responsibility to guarantee the rights established in the Constitution.
17.
Moreover, access to public information is not guaranteed and participation of citizens and the exercise of social control of governance by the citizens are impeded, creating conditions for the irregular use of public resources. A study by the civil Organization Espacio Público, in 2011, found that 84% of the institutions to which human rights organizations made inquiries, did not respond.

Recommendations

18.
The State must ensure the adequacy of domestic law with the principles and provisions of the Covenant and, while being part of the CRBV, it should give priority in the shortest possible time to the enactment and enforcement of laws guaranteeing the right to health and social security as stipulated in the Constitution. 
19.
The State must ensure the compatibility of legislative and judicial measures to the rules laid down in the Covenant and other international instruments grounded in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and refrain from taking regressive notions that disregard or deny the quality of economic, social and cultural rights as human rights. 
20.
The State must refrain from adopting legislative, administrative and judicial measures to prevent, hinder or restrict access to public information, and ensure in domestic laws and administrative systems the continuous availability and detailed information about the efforts and results of policies, financial resources, programs and beneficiaries on economic, social and cultural rights.

Article 2. Non-discrimination against indigenous peoples 
21.
The land rights of indigenous peoples and their territorie, is recognized in Article 119 of the CRBV and other legislations. But while official figures show progress in land demarcation and titling of the property
 and, according to the Executive, in 2013 they processed 80 out of 108 applications for demarcation and collective property titles were delivered totaling 2,800.000 hectares
, on the contrary, indigenous peoples have denounced constant obstacles and delays. In late 2014, the Coordination of Indigenous Organizations of the Venezuelan Amazon (COIAM) publicly denounced the failure of what they had been offered by the national government
. The COIAM noted that only 12.4% of habitats and indigenous lands had been demarcated, benefiting 11 out of 50 indigenous peoples
. The goal of completing the process for delivery of property titles in 2015, to which the State refers in paragraph 56 of its report, does not match the figures provided in paragraph 17 of its response to the List of Issues, according to which between 2011 and 2014 only 93 title deeds were delivered and 43 applications were processed.
22.
Moreover, unlike the assertions in paragraph 24 of its report, the State violates Article 120 of the CRBV in which it stablishes the obligation to carry out prior consultation processes as projects of exploitation of natural resources are promoted in indigenous territories, since it has granted mining concessions without fulfilling this requirement in those territories. Nor does it conduct the mandatory studies of environmental and sociocultural impact in Article 129 of the CRBV. Furthermore, indigenous groups continue to report serious cases of violence and impunity of attacks from illegal miners against members of the Yanomami people and clashes between Yukpas and occupants of the Sierra de Perija-both cases known by the UN Committee against Racial Discrimination.

23.
It is also inconsistent with the mission of facilitating indigenous participation from the Ministry responsible and for which it was created, as noted by the State in paragraph 57 of its report, the organizations of the Venezuelan Wayuu of the Guajira in the Guajira Municipality in Zulia state have reported that they were not consulted before the decision to create a military district in their territories and with the intention to combat smuggling extraction as an excuse for this measure, the troops constantly violate access to education and health to the inhabitants of this town. The presence of these troops has also prevented the normal conduct of Wayuu culture main ritual: the funeral.

24.
In fact, the economic situation and security of indigenous communities are at risk. The policy to nationalize gold
 and the withdrawal of concessions to Canadians, Russian and Chinese companies without creating new sources of income or grant adequate compensation, caused the entrance to the small-scale and of artisanal miners to indigenous territories. Since 2012, there have been frequent protests and clashes between indigenous miners and the military who profit financially from mining activities. Indigenous organizations have reported negative effects of mining and harassment to which they are subjected by the military and officials from local and regional governments. These facts contradict the expected effects of the plans of forest management, and shelter and permanence program of indigenous communities and other human settlements, identified in paragraphs 80 and 81 of the Report of the State.  
25.
In Zulia state, the effects of coal mining industry also affect indigenous populations, causing water pollution, standing in the basins of the rivers and springs and air pollution, among other damages. In 2007, the Ministry of Popular Power for the Environment, under the claims of indigenous people, suspended the coal concessions in the Sierra de Perija, as stated in paragraph 87 of the Report of the State; however, the state government intends, through the State Economic-Productive Plan 2013-2016 of Zulia state, to increase coal production from 7 million to 12 million tons by 2016.
26.
In education, more than 2,000 representatives of indigenous peoples participated in the National Consultation on the Quality of Education promoted by the State in 2014, concluding that "... in practice, there is no definition of a suitable bilingual and intercultural education. The educational objectives do not correspond with family and community organization of each indigenous people (language, rituals, dances, ancient knowledge); therefore the constitutional mandate is not being fulfilled
. These findings refute the advances described in paragraph 68 of the Report of the State and in paragraphs 199 to 199 of the state's response to the List of Issues.

27.
In health, indigenous organizations reaffirmed in 2013 their complaint concerning insufficient resources allocated by the State to prevent disease and provide health care to indigenous peoples, which contradicts the assertion made by the state in paragraph 60 of its report. In Bolivar and Delta Amacuro, when the health conditions of any member of the indigenous communities is complicated, they must be transferred to the major cities by river or air transport, which are not always available-because the existing health centers in the area do not have the equipment or trained personnel. Missionaries established in the Upper Orinoco have expressed their concern over the death of 76 Yanomami due to infectious diseases such as pneumonia, diarrhea and malaria
. 

28.
Data on indigenous epidemiology are not public, not even indigenous community health agents have access to the data of the local epidemiological surveillance, which increases the vulnerability of indigenous communities and households. The few figures released show that in the Caura River Basin (Sucre Municipality of Bolivar state) malaria cases increased from 4,662 to 14,026 between the periods 1995-1999 and 2007-2013
, due to the rise of illegal mining activity. The Aripao parish, Sucre Municipality, which has the largest indigenous population of the basin, reached Accumulated Parasite Index (IPA in Spanish) of 298.5 per 1,000 inhabitants in 2014. Access to food and medicine is usually complicated because of the distances, geographical characteristics and lack of transportation; additionally, authorities often use fuel to control the communities or require payment of fees or bribes
. Before this situation, many indigenous families in precarious situations of extreme poverty in the cities have moved to find other means of survival.

Recommendations

29.
The State must provide real and tangible progress in the process of land demarcation of all indigenous peoples and the granting of land titles; as well as the implementation of effective measures to remove the illegal mining in indigenous territories, ensuring access to livelihoods in the area and severe sanctions against exploitative practices or economic control exercised by military officials and public or private personnel.
30.
The State should implement as soon as possible the right of indigenous peoples to free, prior and duly informed consultation on all the gas, oil and mining projects carried out in their territories; and submit the studies of environmental and socio-cultural impact of such projects to the affected indigenous peoples and citizens in general.

31.
The State must guarantee the right to health, nutrition and education of all members of indigenous peoples, without excuses based on cultural differences or geographical inaccessibility; and in turn ensure the full participation of indigenous peoples in decisions relating to these matters to ensure that they are suitable for their traditional customs and organizations.

32.
The State must not allow impunity for murders, assaults, violence or attacks against members of indigenous communities.
Article 6. Right to Work 
33.
In the past 14 years, the employment situation in Venezuela can be characterized as partially positive. Official figures show that the unemployment rate fell by half, from 16.2 to 7.5 between 2002 and 2013, according to the National Statistics Institute (INE). Despite the good results, it is a concern that there is still more than a million unemployed-the majority are young people -. In 2012, the President of the Republic, Hugo Chavez launched the Mission "Knowledge and Work" directed to 880 thousand people who were unemployed. According to the president, the social program would generate 3,000,000 jobs in seven years, but unemployment figures did not change between 2012 and 2014.
34.
Official figures also indicate that work in the informal sector of the economy decreased from 51.3% to 40.9% between 2002 and 2013; this was also stated in paragraph 294 of the Report of the State and paragraph 65 of its response to the List of Issues.
35.
The emphasis of public policy has been to increase the number of jobs in the public sector without improving working conditions. Employment in the public sector increased more than in the private sector. Between 2002 and 2013, the percentage of public employment rose from 14% to 20.1% and private employment fell from 86% to 79.9%
. During 2013 there was an increase of payroll in the public sector. Between November 2012 and the same month of 2013, the public payroll increased 5.4%, while in the private sector rose 1.6%. But about 30% of public employment is precarious. The workers are excluded from collective agreements and outsourcing abounds, although it is prohibited by the new Organic Labor and Workers Law, (LOTTT) enacted in 2012. 

36.
Moreover, gender discrimination remains a labor problem in Venezuela, while recognizing the State's efforts to address this situation. Official figures indicate that in 2014, about 7, 886,900 men were working in both the formal and informal sectors of the economy, while 5,082,579 of those who had jobs were women.
37.
Unfortunately, contrary to its obligation to respect the regulatory framework of the right to work the State says it complies with in paragraph 287 of its report, the chances of getting and keeping a job in the civil service or in private companies that directly provide services to the state, are conditioned by loyalty to the ruling party, being constant the allegations of practices of political discrimination which violate the provisions of Convention 111 of the International Labour Organisation (ILO), ratified by Venezuela, as well as Article 87 of the CRBV:
a) In 2004, the Executive Power began Mission “Vuelvan Caras” 
 to address unemployment
, but its limited results led to turn it into a proselytizing mission directed towards workers.
b) In July 2013, on the case of the "Tascon List," 
 the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) admitted the case of Rocío San Miguel and others, having fired her along with other colleagues from their positions in the National Council borders for having signed a petition to convene a recall referendum of President Chavez in 2004.

c) In April 2013, the Centre for Human Rights at the Catholic University Andres Bello (UCAB) received testimonies of cases of persons dismissed for political discrimination in various organizations and public companies.

d) In 2015, following the decree law that President Barack Obama issued against Venezuela and through which seven government officials were sanctioned in Venezuela declaring the country as a threat, the State initiated a national day to collect 10 million signatures in support of the letter that the President Nicolás Maduro sent him to demand the repeal of the decree. Union leaders, social organizations and citizens reported that they were pressured to participate in the collection process and were threatened with dismissal if they did not sign the letter of the Venezuelan State.

Recommendations

38.
The State must make public a report on the investment between 2004 and 2014 on missions to promote employment (Vuelvan Caras, Che Guevara and Knowledge and Work) and their results in terms of structural improvement of disguised unemployment in the public and private sector of the economy.

39.
The state must ensure decent working conditions for all workers, respecting and abiding by the conventions and recommendations of ILO on decent employment; and competent State agencies must submit periodic reports on the employment situation in Venezuela to the Committee of Experts on the Application of Standards. 

40.
The State must take all necessary and effective measures to ensure the abolition of the practice developed by public bodies of dismissal of workers for maintaining critical opinions or different from that of the government and discriminatory practices should be investigated and sanctioned.
Article7.  Right to fair and satisfactory working conditions 
41.
In Venezuela, only 29% of workers have collective agreements, 40% is included in the program of housing savings and 43% have social insurance and social benefits. More than half of the workforce lacks minimum employment benefits, which involves high levels of vulnerability of the Venezuelan worker. The state, with more than 2,000,000 people on its payroll, does not discuss a collective agreement since 2008 and, in general, the number of collective agreements approved by the Ministry of Popular Power for Work and Social security (MPPTRASS) has decreased since 2004.
42.
On the positive side, the Executive Power has met, in the last decade, with the legal mandate to increase the minimum wage annually, mentioned by the State - in paragraphs 95 and 314 of its report. It has failed, however, with the obligation to hold a tripartite dialogue (government-employers-workers)—stablished in Venezuelan legislation to define the target population and increasing levels of this instrument, which is why in the three recent years, the minimum wage was lower than the food basket calculated by the State itself (see Table 1 in the Annex) and it was insufficient to cover other expenditure of working women and their families. Nor has it steadily remained above the cost of the normative basket, as secured in paragraph 319 of the State Report. In 2014, the minimum wage only covered 76.6% of the official food basket and 28.37% of the basket estimated by labor organizations as CENDA (Center of Documentation and Analysis for Workers).

43..
The minimum wage goes along with a food benefit and the law provides that the employer may offer it through food in canteens, a ticket or electronic cards or cash
. For 2014, the maximum daily amount and an employer could get a worker for food was Bs 95.25 and the minimum was 63.50 Bs. This amount compared with the daily food cost, a person cannot acquire a complete elaborate meal, nor does it compensate for the failure of wages to ensure food basket for a family composed of three persons and other essential expenses of one person (health, housing, education, clothing, footwear and transport). The State disrespects the right of every worker to have a salary that allows them to fulfill their needs and live with dignity, which the state did not mention in paragraph 313 of its report.
44.
Moreover, not all the working population enjoys the minimum wage, as there are occupations and working conditions where people earn wages below this indicator, as is the case of temporary jobs and outsourcing. In fact, since 2000 there has not been a decree of general increase in wages and salaries that can cover different pay scales in the structure of the labor market. So far in 2015, the ILO has repeatedly urged the Venezuelan government to restore the tables of dialogue, the participation of workers in the determination of wages and the elimination of discrimination on political grounds (Tables 3 to 5 of Annex).
Recommendations

45.
The State must ensure that the annual minimum wage is the result of consensus between workers, government and public employers and private sectors, restoring the tripartite social dialogue in compliance with ILO Conventions; and to present urgently a proposal to the general and periodic adjustment of wages and salaries to regain their buying power, guaranteeing a fair wage and decent living conditions of the entire working population.

Article 8. Freedom of association and right to strike
46.
In Venezuela, only 20% of workers are unionized. After several years of waiting, the National Executive amended by Presidential Decree the Labor Law, violating the constitutional mandate of public consultation and imposing labor standards in which some items are favorable to workers' rights and others harm some rights such as the right to freedom of association, collective agreement and strike.
47.
Contrary to the claims of the state in paragraph 84 of its response to the List of Issues in Venezuela guarantees of freedom of association have not been maintained or strengthened. Since 2000 there is a state policy against this law, enforced primarily against unions that hold critical positions to governance. This policy involves senior government officials including the President of the Republic, ministers, deputies and governors. 

48.
Restriction of the right to freedom of association is done in various ways: a) interference in the electoral processes of trade union organizations):  b) obstruction of the registration of trade unions that are considered critical of the government; c) obstruction of trade union activities, mainly in the public sector, such as assemblies; c) obstruction of the process of lists of demands of a conciliatory or confrontational nature by the labor authorities; d) denial of trade union leave to workers in the public sector; e) dismissal of trade unionists in violation of trade union immunity; f) Public disqualification of union work and trade unionists; g) police harassment, detention and initiation of criminal prosecution and even imprisonment of trade unionists for engaging in peaceful demonstrations or organizing or participating in strikes. 

49.
The Committee of Experts of the ILO forcefully criticized the call for a national referendum in 2000 in order to replace the union leadership, which was an open state interference
. In 2001, the ILO again made comments to the State on its intervention in union affairs (Annex Table 2) and recommended to amend Article 293 of the CRBV and repeal the decree published in 2000 on freedom of association
 (see Table 2 Annex) that allow the interference of public authorities in the internal affairs of trade unions. 
50.
The National Electoral Council (CNE), the Supreme Court of Justice (TSJ) and other organs of justice, are permanently involved in electoral processes of trade unions, even invalidating process with broad participation of union members. In addition, the bodies of the Judiciary System compel the union leaders to suspend strikes freely decided by workers and workers affiliated to organizations.

51.
State Institutions also exercise discrimination against unions for political reasons, which has been reported to international organizations. In 2007, the ILO recommended to the government:.." to carry out investigations into the alleged actions of certain middle-ranking officials in relation to allegations of favoritism and partiality with respect to certain organizations of workers and employers.

52.
The State criminalizes trade unions for exercising the right to peaceful demonstration and strike. Since 2000, more than 130 trade unionists have been subjected to criminal proceedings, their freedom has been restricted or they have been subjected to periodic regimes of presentation in court, and several of them, have been imposed with the sentence of imprisonment
, including some peasants
. The ILO has also spoken out against the criminalization and intimidation of trade unions or employers and anti-government leaders.
53.
Another practice is the parallel union. With public resources and facilities for the registration process, the national government has set out to create divisions between workers' organizations, with the excuse of "transforming the Venezuelan trade union in a democratic organization." With this in mind, union representatives should demonstrate its legitimacy through elections tutored by the State, or otherwise be declared in default and suppressed its quality to represent the members and affiliates in the discussion of collective agreements. Throughout the period of this report, various organizations appeared before the Committee on Freedom of Association to denounce this interference. 
54.
Although the parallelism created new unions, some committed to the defense of workers, it has also favored unions with other anti-union ethical purposes. In the construction sector, some parallel unions have become mafias dedicated to corruption practices consisting of collecting money in exchange for jobs that have caused conflicts that end up in violence and even deaths. Between 2005 and 2014, over 400 trade union members or leaders were killed, mainly in the construction sector. Contrary to the statement of the State in paragraphs 86 and 88 of its response to the List of Issues, in 2010 the government admitted before the ILO the deaths of union leaders by hired killers
. The Venezuelan State is responsible for these acts of omission, since it does not guarantee the right to life of all workers and does not perform the necessary procedures to investigate and punish those who are responsible.  
55.
Therefore, the flourishing of trade unions in the last three years as stated by the State in paragraphs 84 and 85 of its response to the List of Issues, cannot be understood as democratization and respect for union autonomy. Due to violations of freedom of association and the right to strike during the period of this report the Venezuelan unions have come more frequently before the Committee on Freedom of Association, to present complaints against the Venezuelan State for the violation of conventions 87 and 98 
 (See Table 6 presents a summary of complaints submitted to the CFA in the period 2012-2014).
Recommendations

56.
The State has an obligation not to adopt, and proceed to repeal any administrative, legislative or judicial action that may involve Restriction in the internal affairs of trade unions or that may impede, restrict or obstruct the exercise of freedom of association and the right to strike, which are essential means of collective progress of the workers and employees; including discriminatory practices or the use of domestic legislation to ban or criminalize the exercise of these rights.

Article 11. Right to an adequate standard of living
57.
From 2000 to 2013, according to official figures, poverty was reduced in 13.1%, distinguishing during these years, periods of progress, stagnation and decline. For the second half of 2000, poverty was 46.3% and affected 10,954,595 people. This figure indicated a significant degree of social exclusion in Venezuelan society, as a result of wrong economic and social policies that were implemented in the country for several years. In the 1998 elections, an emerging political alliance won, which took up the fight against poverty as one of its priorities, and it started a political change that raised hopes of progress in its reduction. But until 2002 the government pushed new and scattered welfare policies, many of them as a continuation of the existing ones in the 90s.
58.
In 2002, a series of political events occurred in the country, including a coup and a long strike by oil workers, bringing about an increase in poverty to 62.1% in 2003, that is, more than 4 million people were impoverished. On the eve of a referendum to revoke the presidential mandate, the government began implementing a series of policies and social programs through the Missions. As a result, poverty was reduced by 28.5%, from 62.1% in 2004 to 33.6% in 2007.

59.
Poverty levels have stagnated since the first half of 2008 to the first half of 2012, although high levels of social investment were maintained and more social programs were created. In those four years only a reduction of 0.5% was achieved, despite the increase in prices of oil exported, since the Venezuelan oil basket exceeded that period $70 per barrel, the enormous tax collection and the insistence of government, at least in the discourse in its commitment to reduce the number of families in poverty.
60.
For the second half of 2012 a new presidential election was scheduled. One component of the government's electoral strategy was to expand social investment, which resulted in the reduction of poverty by 6%, from 27.2% to 21.2% in six months. Although President Chavez, always denied it, it has been consistent that official statistics show a correlation between the most important advances in reducing poverty and political will to take measures to reduce it, expressed in months prior to elections in which He has been a candidate for the Presidency of the Republic.
61.
In the first half of 2013, the death of President Chavez forced a new election process within months. The majority of the population elected the government’s candidate Nicolas Maduro who won by a very narrow margin of difference in the vote for the opposition candidate. With President Maduro begins a regression process in the fight against poverty. The State does not provide updated information on the behavior of poverty in its response to the List of Issues. The INE reported that in 2013, poverty increased by 6 points, from 21.2% to 27.3% -with 416 326 poor households-which denotes that thirty-five social missions that were developed for that moment were not sufficient or fully effective 

62.
Today, 9,174,142 people live in poverty, and of these, 2,791,292 are in extreme poverty. The INE estimated that between 1999 and 2013, investment in social assistance programs grew from 36% to 64% and totaled 328 billion dollars. To illustrate, the total budget of a country like El Salvador for 2015 is 4.8 billion dollars, indicating that social investment in Venezuela between 2000 and 2013 was equivalent to 68 national budgets of El Salvador almost 3 national budgets in bolivars of Venezuela, considering the approved budget for 2015. In comparison with other countries in South America such as Peru, it is observed that in the period 2000-2013, with all those substantial resources, while Venezuela reduced poverty in 13.1% in the same period and with fewer resources, Peru reduced it by 30.2%. 
63.
Both former President Chavez and current President Maduro have given importance to social investment. However, the impact has been limited compared with the substantial resources invested, unlike which was indicated by the State in its response to the List of Issues in paragraphs 109 to 113. At least three observations explain the balances of social poverty: a) the use for electoral purposes and, consequently, the political discrimination in the definition of the beneficiaries; b) non-transparent administration of an abundance of economic resources; c) the great inefficiency of management.
64.
When submitting this report in May 2015, the INE had not yet published the figures for poverty in 2014, but indicators that accompanied the growth of poverty in 2013, worsened in 2014 (inflation
,, shortages of products
, stagnant of employment, reduced resources for missions, deterioration of the public health system and the building of fewer houses) so it is not unexpected to have slowed or reversed, with severe negative effects on the enjoyment of human rights and democracy.

Recommendations

65.
The State must ensure transparency in the management of policies and programs to guarantee the rights recognized in the Covenant, publishing and providing public, steadily and available to all citizens, detailed data and social indicators of poverty, inflation, shortages, employment, food basket and basic basket, malnutrition and social spending.

66.
The State must abstain from using social programs or missions with purposes of favoritism or political patronage that lead to discrimination and the degeneration of the civil service and punish officials who engage in these practices; besides ensuring effective social control and participation of beneficiaries in the design and evaluation of policies.

67.
The State must promote a pluralistic debate to assess the reasons why there is a process of regression in the fight against poverty, so that by way of consensus urgent and comprehensive measures of economic and social nature are defined, since it is the responsibility of the government agencies to implement measures to reverse this process and get millions of Venezuelans out of poverty. 

Article 11. Right to adequate food 
68.
The Venezuelan government put several social programs into place to ensure the right to food through the Mercal Mission, in order to cater mainly to the sectors of the population with limited resources, and while minimizing the dependence from the private company. However, since late 2013 the shortages and food shortages became acute. According to figures from the Central Bank of Venezuela (BCV), in December 2013 the shortage indicator value was 22.2%, higher than the value it had in January 2010. The latest figures released by the BCV reported that this index has reached 28% in January 2014.
 
69.
Persistent reports of the population and the long queues observed daily in outlets and supermarkets
, show severe limitations on availability of many foods and products for personal care and household cleaning. Due to the shortage, the State ordered rationing measures that today are to allow a purchase only a week per person products at regulated prices, according to the number of identity card, which has already begun to be fulfilled in fingerprint readers. Bids fluctuate according to the possibilities of importing food by public bodies, and the supply of foreign exchange to the private sector for imports and agreements that may arise between employers and government to establish satisfactory prices between the two sectors.
70.
In paragraph 141 of the State's response to the List of Issues, it is noted that the shortage is due to an "economic war" of coup sectors. However, domestic food production has been reduced by the expropriations, the closures and the abandonment of agricultural and livestock activities on expropriated land. The government has tried to reduce the production deficit with imports
, but purchasing mechanisms, supervision and control of imported products are deficient, and not always safety procedures and storage quality are respected. In the years 2007, 2008 and 2009, the Comptroller General of the Republic (CGR) found many irregularities in the implementation of the Emergency Plan for Food Supply, run by subsidiaries of state oil company Petroleos de Venezuela (PDVSA Agricola, and Bariven PDVAL). According to the CGR report these irregularities caused the loss of billions of bolivars and damage of food purchased. 

71.
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) gave recognition to the Venezuelan government for halving the proportion and number of hungry or undernourished in the country before 2015
. However, in 2014 the agency reported that food inflation in Venezuela had an accelerated increase since 2011 (33.6%) until August 2014 (91%), with the highest inflation in Latin America, which averaged 8.5% and 13% in the same years
.

Therefore, standards of physical, social and economic access to safe, nutritious and sufficient food to meet the nutritional requirements and food preferences
are not currently guaranteed in Venezuela due to the serious problems of food availability and high cost of food (see Table 1 in the Annex).

72.
In 2011, FAO estimated that the availability of food in Venezuela ensured a calorie intake of 2,880 kcal /per capita/day. In 2013, the INE estimated this indicator in 2,385, representing 99.7% of the requirement. In addition, the INE found that the diet of the Venezuelan population was composed of 50% cereals, fats and sugars, 11.6% of proteins and 7.8% fruit
. In the System of Food and Nutrition Surveillance (SISVAN) of the National Nutrition Institute (INN) no official statistics are published since 2007, but in 2008 it warned of the rise in childhood obesity, a chronic deficit of 8%
. Between 2008 and 2010, the INN studied 10,000 children in the country, ages 5-16 years old and found that between 20% and 22% was overweight/obese and between 14% and 16% malnutrition
. In 2011, the United Nations Fund for Children (UNICEF) said in its report "Improving child nutrition" that 468,000 children in Venezuela were chronically malnourished and 16% had growth problems. 

73.
The system of public information on access to food and nutrition levels in the Venezuelan population has been gradually disappearing, which impedes knowing the degree to which the right to food is guaranteed
. Venezuela was declared free of iodine deficiency, but for several years the monitoring of salt iodization programs has not been done. Balance Sheets of Food from INN have not been published since 2009 and since that date there has been a warning of a deficit of 47% in the calcium from available food. There is no public information on the results of breastfeeding programs, anemia and flour fortification, as well as the official nutrition education strategies. 
Recommendations

74.
The State should consider new policy options that address the food shortage crisis without transferring the costs to the public, ensuring the proper stimulus to domestic production, an adequate supply, affordability and quality of food.

75.
The State must guarantee a system of publicly available information on conditions of food and nutrition security in the country, and submit as soon as possible updated and disaggregated indicators of obesity, malnutrition and hidden hunger in the population.

76.
The State must publish a publicly accessible data on 30 key products of the diet of the Venezuelan family, generating about monthly cost, shortage level and origin of the product.

Article 11. Right to adequate housing 
77.
The Venezuelan state has developed several programs to reduce the housing deficit in Venezuela. These have been:  Misión Vivienda/Habitat in 2004, the Misión Villanueva in 2007 and the Gran Misión Vivienda Venezuela (GMVV) announced on 13 February 2011 and with which President Chavez hoped to build two million homes between 2011 and 2017; which meant an average of 285,714 homes built per year. In 2012, 200,080 dwellings were completed although in paragraph 121 of the State Response to List of Issues it is said that through the GMVV just 96,872 units were built. By 2013, the goal set by the national government was 380,000 units, but the official figures indicated that they actually completed and delivered 201,074 houses; and in 2014 only 64,680 houses were built, and of these, 21,228 were built through agreements with other countries (Iran, China, Turkey, Spain, Belarus, Portugal and Colombia)
. Estimates based on official figures show that to eliminate the housing deficit in 15 years, 275,000 houses must be built and 3,832 hectares of land must be urbanized every year, without counting the deficit produced by the constant growth of the population
. The performance of the GMVV to achieve this goal has been very limited and cast doubts on being one of the initiatives of the State of "greater social impact on the country's political history", as stated by the government in paragraph 474 of its report.
78.
The GMVV has not only been insufficient to cover the housing deficit in the country, but also their implementation has been characterized by a series of bad practices: 
a) Housing delivery was used for campaign purposes by election candidates of the ruling party United Socialist Party of Venezuela (PSUV) - both in the electoral campaign for the election corresponding to December 8, 2013 for mayors, as in the campaign for state governor elections on December 15, 2012. Similarly, the GMVV has been used for political discrimination because one can only be a beneficiary if one publicly demonstrates adhesion to the ruling party

b) The State rejects dialogue with concerned sectors other than with those close to the Bolivarian political movement, and denies citizens the right to public information on the management of housing policies. Memoirs and accounts of the competent Ministry are not published on institutional websites, the information available is confusing, it is not systematic or it is not broken to allow monitoring of the progress of GMVV
. No information is available on urbanism in construction deadlines, responsible entity -including participation of international companies-, beneficiary families, administrative processes and especially the amounts and uses of financial resources, which impede an audit.

c) Although the information is incomplete and contradictory, there have been some detections and reports of inconsistencies between the number of houses built and the large sums of money spent. There are no reports of government comptroller about the agreements with other countries, one consequence of which has been the delay of the works and the breach of labor regulations for foreign workers
. In 2014, the NGO Espacio Público requested information from the Ministry of Popular Power for Ecosocialism, Habitat and Housing, on the number of homes built from 2001 to 2014, as well as the title deed given by the GMVV from its creation until 2014. However, no response was received to this request.

d) There is a considerable shortage of building materials in the country, attributed by spokesmen of government agencies to the increase of the demand. However, representatives of other sectors reported a drastic reduction in both the production of the cement industry (after its nationalization in 2008) and the main steelmaker (SIDOR), which is under control of the State since 2007. Reduced inventories of materials are primarily intended for the GMVV while it is restricted for retailers and individuals, generating conditions for irregular acts and resulting in shortages, unemployment and rising costs.
e) Poor quality housing developments are delivered. In the media it has become clear that several of the GMVV inhabited buildings have large faults and construction errors (leaks, ground subsidence, cracking walls, sewage boats and clogged pipes) 
.
79.
Moreover, many families who benefit from the GMVV do not have the title of ownership or unknown the awarding mechanisms. Beneficiary families do not have the legal security of tenure. Also, with the Regularization and Control Act of House Leasing, enacted on November 12, 2011, the State regulated rental prices of properties in order to reduce the housing deficit, which led to numerous conflicts between landlords and tenants. Although it is true that during the year 2013, cases of occupation of vacant land and buildings decreased, it was also alarmingly reduced the supply of properties to rent because the application of this law and its consequences caused fear among the owners. Once the contract term is culminated it is not easy for the place to be vacated. Even if there is a judgment for the eviction, they cannot enforce it; therefore, the owners prefer to close the property and keep it idle.
80.
The water supply in homes by aqueduct or pipeline increased by 4 points between 1990 and 2001 from 81.4% to 85.5%
. In October 2013, President Maduro created a Special Commission to implement a Plan of Water and Sanitation Sector (Sector APS). On the website of the Commission it states that the coverage reached 96% of the population
. However, the increase did not involve regular coverage of water supply. Particularly in the years 2003, 2009 and 2014, large sections of the population were affected by water scarcity. Because of natural phenomena, periods of drought and rain in those years were altered and it became evident the lack of maintenance and inadequate reservoirs and distribution mechanisms, as well as the lack of investment in infrastructure. Therefore, the protests by the outage remained constant throughout the country, especially in the inner cities.
81.
Since 2008, there are, with some regularity, interruptions or cuts in electrical service in the country
. So far, the maintenance of installed capacity is inadequate and its expansion is little. The figures recently released by the authorities show that the quality of service will not change in the short term and that the population will continue to suffer the consequences of limited strength and the limited extent of the national electricity system.
 

Recommendations

82.
The State must establish channels of dialogue and participation with all people related to housing and habitat in the country, especially with the homeless community, unions of workers in the construction sector and the private sector.
83.
The State must implement a transparent system for allocating housing, allowing its beneficiaries and social control to check the status of the construction process and allocation of housing.

84.
The State must guarantee the tenure of housing and land titles, both for the assigned through social programs and for those acquired without state aid.

85.
The State should establish measures to increase domestic production of construction materials in order to avoid paralysis or failure of delivery in social housing programs, and enable citizens to rehabilitate and strengthen their homes. 
Article 11. Right to an adequate environment
86.
Although the Venezuelan government made progress in drafting and the adopting laws that recognize and guarantee the right to the protection, care and preservation of the environment, policies and practices of the State in recent years have not been effective to prevent or avoid serious situations that contribute to its degradation. Since 1999, it has been strengthened the development of a model based on mono-exploitation of oil and income and income distribution obtained from the international sale of oil, which is a highly polluting energy resources. Also, mining is promoted, even in land and areas protected by law, without taking steps to minimize their environmental impacts.

87.
Mining activities continue to be developed in the country without the adequate measures to prevent serious environmental damage. In Bolivar and Amazonas states there is an annual increase of deforested areas by legal and illegal miners seeking gold, diamonds and other minerals. As a result of gold mining, mercury pollution is growing in the basins of the rivers Caura, Caroní and its tributaries, including the Yapacana National Park
. The natural habitat of ancestral indigenous peoples established in these areas is progressively roughing as well as their social and cultural heritage.
88.
In Zulia state, continues the pollution and destruction of the watersheds of the main sources of water as a result of mining coal mining -an economic activity encouraged by the State. Streams and rivers that supply Manuelote, El Brillante and Tulé reservoirs contain carbon particles and high concentrations of sulfates that affect the quality of life for residents, most of them indigenous.
89.
The rate of accidents in the oil industry is high
. Fires, oil spills and derivatives, and the sinking of barges, among others, wreak havoc on ecosystems and the environment surrounding neighborhoods to oil facilities, especially in Anzoategui (around the Jose petrochemical complex and indigenous communities kariñas in Freites and Anaco municipalities) Zulia (including Maracaibo Lake), Monagas, Falcon, Sucre, Delta Amacuro and Sucre. The way in which government agencies have handled claims that transcend into the public opinion-for example, the oil spill in the Guarapiche and the refinery explosion in Amuay- were characterized by lack of transparency and a clear inclination of state entities in favor of political interests
. Neither were the people affected given compensation.

90.
The progressive deterioration of environmental management in the country is internationally registered since at least 2012, with the value of the Environmental Performance Index (EPI
). In the case of Venezuela, this value decreased from 78.4 in 2008 to 55.6 in 2012, with a serious increase in lack of effective environmental policies, institutional failure in monitoring and enforcement of regulations, the restricting access to official information and especially the politicization of environmental issues.

91.
The elimination of the Ministry of Environment (MINAMB) in 2014 shows inconsistencies in government policies with regard to its obligation to ensure the population's enjoyment of the right to a healthy and ecologically balanced environment. These policies show, however, is intended to meet the needs of the population at a short-term -such as to provide housing-at the expense of irreparable environmental damage. In 2015, after a strong challenge from environmental organizations for the decision to eliminate the Ministry of Environment, the Executive rectified their policies creating the Ministry of Water and Ecosocialism, which was undoubtedly a positive development. However, it is necessary for this new state agency to monitor the compliance of the legal system and establish effective environmental management, under the provisions of the Organic Law of the Environment, particularly in regards of hazardous waste management and management of protected areas-and in accordance with the Organic Law on Land Management, the Forest Act, the Wildlife Act and the Criminal Law of the Environment.
92.
While in 2011 the Law on Waste Management entered into force, there is still no policy that includes mandatory programs to reduce solid waste and environmental education. It still continues the traditional practices of collecting, transporting, accumulating, compacting solid waste and management of liquids and gases, as well as the traditional technique of disposal of solid waste in the land, or landfill up to exceed the capabilities of selected geographical areas.
93.
There are very few initiatives from the government to protect air. According to the latest official measurements (2008, 2010), indicators of air quality in major cities across the country reflect risks to health, however, only spot checks are organized without the implementation of preventive measures. Nor does it completely fulfill the commitment to reduce and eliminate substances that deplete the ozone layer, but in 2009 the country reduced by 100% chlorofluorocarbons (CFC). Between 2010 and 2011, consumption of hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) increased for being used as a substitute for CFCs. The government signed a new commitment with the Multilateral Fund for the purpose of stopping the use of HCFCs by 2013 and achieve a 10% reduction by 2015.
Recommendations

94.
The State should take steps to make firm and permanent progress in the management, monitoring and environmental control and allocate adequate financial resources and trained staff for these tasks.

95.
The State must account to the public for the environmental damage caused by oil exploitation and take care of its obligation to monitor the compliance with environmental laws and punish those who break them, whether public or private agencies.

96.
The State should take immediate measures to stop environmental damage from oil exploitation and legal and illegal mining, and repair habitat destruction with maximum effort.

97.
The State should implement programs to avoid and prevent the decline of biodiversity and habitat destruction, including programs of integrated management of solid waste and risk mitigation to climate change. 
Article 12. Right to Health
98.
CRBV in Article 83 recognizes health as a fundamental social right and establishes the State's obligation to its guarantee to all persons, as part of the right to life. After 15 years, it still has not enacted the Organic Healthcare Law that meets the guarantees of the constitutional provision, as noted in paragraph 15 of this report, which in practice reduces guarantees to enjoyment of the right. Also, the CRBV establishes in Articles 84 and 85 the State's obligation to create a National Public Health System (SPNS) decentralized and with participatory management, integrated social security system, and governed by principles of gratuity, universality, integrity and fairness, prohibiting privatization. However, the State did not advance in the creation of the National Public Health System. Services still lack a common political framework and legislation, and are fragmented in terms of funding, regulations, functioning and territory, although the State insists on giving for granted the existence of a functioning SPNS and announces each year that it is taking efforts to integrate the centers of the National Public Health System, as it does mention Integrated Health Network in paragraph 157 of its response to the List of Issues, which in practice is not in operation or it does not imply a real integration of health services that depend on the state
. It is also wrong to say that the "Hospital Network" is organized in terms of responding to the demand of the Comprehensive Community Health Areas (ASIC), as expressed by the state in paragraph 163 of its response to the List issues. These areas are being delimited since 2012 with the support of the Cuban Medical Mission (MMC) which administers Misión Barrio Adentro (MBA), so far it is unknown where they are, how they relate to the activity of hospitals and what benefits they have for citizens.
99.
Since 2003 to the present, the State has focused more on the injection of financial resources to different programs of Misión Barrio Adentro (MBA), with limited and poor results, leaving at a marginal level the attention to structural problems of public health or take responsibility to strengthen the functions of leadership, coordination and supervision of health institutions. Since 2002, the office of the Ministry of Popular Power for Health (MPPS) has had 13 different ministers, the last one was appointed in March 2015. Between 2003 and 2012, Petroleos de Venezuela (PDVSA) invested in different plans of the MBA a total of 18.531 million dollars, which is equivalent to 10 years of public health budget. MBA programs, which the State refers to in paragraphs 485 and 488-493 in his Report and paragraphs 158-161 and 169-172 in its response to the List of Issues are: 
a) Mission Barrio Adentro I (MBAI), of primary care in communities, has been almost exclusively run with health personnel of Cuban nationality and operating outside the national rules for the Venezuelan health system, under the direction and coordination of the Cuban Medical Mission (MMC) with total secrecy. About the coverage and operability of this mission, the MPPS continues to publish in its Annual Report and Accounts until 2014 figures that are reported by the MMC of 6,128 popular medical offices in operation, which does not correspond to the national emergency declared by President Chavez in 2009, in which he reported finding 2,149 abandoned popular modules and where popular modules operate, and 1,199 offices diminished in their activity, of a total 4,298 existing modules.
b) Misión Barrio Adentro II, diagnostic services support MBAI and 40% of which provide surgical care of low complexity, composed of 561 Integral Diagnostic Centers (CDI), 583 Integral Rehabilitation Rooms (SRI) and 35 centers high Technology (CAT), also most technical equipment and health personnel of Cuban nationality. In 2012, the CGR determined paralysis of 1,235 works of CDI between 2005 and 2009, due to late delivery of resources and internal control failures in the awarding and supervision. In 2014, workers of the CDI of Tachira, Zulia and Vargas states denounced the abandonment of the centers, an advanced state of damage of infrastructure, lack of personnel, medical supplies, linen and toilet paper, and air conditioners, and low wages and harassment for defending labor rights.

c) Barrio Adentro III, through which substantial resources for remodeling and refurbishing public hospitals were assigned. In 2007, several works were initiated in 62 hospitals which forced the closure of rooms, postgraduate programs, emergency rooms and operating rooms for up to six years. Until 2010, 77% of the work had not been completed. In 2008, members of the ruling party presented before the National Assembly a report of irregularities in 10 hospitals. In 2013, in 32 contracts for 8 hospitals, the CGR found an absence of  planning tools, unsupervised, uninspected and non-evaluated  works; others were initiated without having  a signed contract; some unfinished works were given certification as terminated and delivered; expenses with insufficient guarantees, there was no budget availability or ensuring of fair and reasonable prices.  
d) Misión Barrio Adentro IV, through which resources were allocated for the construction of 6 specialized hospitals in 5 states. In 2012, engineers and architects consigned before the CGR allegations of double financing, breach of tender rules, and modification of projects after advanced works-two had been moved from its location. In 2011, the permanent commission of finance and economic development of the National Assembly informed that none of the projects had advanced more that 15% its physical implementation.  In 2013, the President of the Republic ordered an inspection in all construction sites, which confirmed that all of them were paralyzed.

e) The National Training Program in Integral Communitary Medicine (MIC) with Cuban professors and a curriculum from the Latin American School of Medicine (ELAM). None of the medical schools in autonomous and experimental universities in Venezuela was consulted. Between 2011 and 2014, 16.878 Integral Communitary Doctors graduated and due to the high deficit of doctors in public health centers, the government decided to locate a group of them in hospitals and in rotating internships during which their performance was evaluated. Evaluations showed wide competence deficiencies
. In spite of these results, the Ministry of Health authorized the entry of Communitary Doctors to postgraduate studies in Medicine; many of them have abandoned their studies since they lack a complete basic medical training. 
100.
Without counting the large amount of resources invested into the MBA; the ordinary public financing in health has not improved the affordability of health goods and services. Public transfers through health centers do not exceed 40% of health expenditures of Venezuelan households and the budgets allocated to public health is below 50% of total health spending. In addition, the budget of the programs and centers of public health are highly deficient, they arrive with considerable delay and depend on 50% of supplementary appropriations, subject to the availability of foreign exchange. Making it harder to advance in the integration and strengthening of the National Public Health System, and contradicting the statement by the State in paragraph 379 of its report. In 2011 the Executive authorized an agreement of Inter Health Alliance (ISA), which brings together 45 public agencies with private clinics to pay for health services of 8,000,000 employees and their families, representing the use of more than 20% of public expenditure on health in private medicine for a sector of the population.
101.
Therefore, contrary to the statement by the State in paragraph 380 of its report, over the last decade Venezuela has had significant setbacks in the right to health and in recent years an extraordinary situation in which the state offers no assurance of minimum guarantees of health care of people in public health
, whose centers represent 90% of providers entities and are the only accessible medium which has over 60% of the population. These centers have: a) deteriorating infrastructure (walls and roof leaks, floods, broken sewage, water shortages and power outages) that produce overcrowding and pollution; b) loss of more than 50% of the medical staff in hospitals and clinics, along with a chronic shortage of nurses 60%, by the precariousness of working conditions, intimidation and harassment to which they are constantly subjected for reporting the situation and the systematic violation of their labor rights
; c) reduction of beds by budget and infrastructure failure, causing a shortfall of 70%.

102.
The Executive also exacerbated the levels of imports of medicines, medical supplies, reagents and equipment, without presenting any plans on national production. It is wrong that the State has had advances in pharmaceutical sovereignty, as stated in paragraph 484 of its Report and Response 156 to List of Issues, when more than 80% of medicines consumed in the country are imported. Within the policies of access control to foreign exchange and before its decline in recent years, the state cut allocations and settlements to private import companies -while it continued international cooperation agreements for the purchase of medicines, vaccines, reagents and equipment with Cuba, despite the irregularities found by the CGR between 2005 and 2013
, and mainly-China, which has generated a huge debt and closing credits from foreign suppliers. As a result, suppliers, laboratories, pharmacies and public hospitals have reported percentages of scarcity and shortage of medicines and medical devices close to 60% nationwide, which the state has attributed in paragraph 164 of its Response to List of Issues, "... to distortions caused by political groups that have chosen to destabilize the country" and that to date could not be resolved, except for any provisions, causing the suspension or closure of schools and Services of elective surgery, caesarean sections, emergencies and transplantation and discontinuation of treatment for people of all ages living with chronic conditions (cancer, leukemia, hemophilia, HIV, Hypertension, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Disorders, Kidney Disorders, Epilepsy and Schizophrenia).
103.
Maternal mortality remained unchanged in the last decade and since 2006 the rate of infant mortality in children under 1 year is stagnant in 14 deaths per 1,000 live births. Between 2012 and 2013, the maternal mortality ratio increased from 92 to 110 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births, placing Venezuela with one of the highest rates in Latin America
. Unfortunately, the Weekly Epidemiological of the MPPS has not been published since November 2014. In 2013, the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Fund for Population (UNFPA) reported that Venezuela will not achieve Goal number 5 of the Millennium Development Goals, based on the commitment to reduce by 75% the rate of maternal mortality and achieve universal access to reproductive health by 2015, which is contrary to what is asserted by the State in paragraph 484 of its report. Venezuela is currently the third Latin American country with the highest rate of teenage pregnancy, the UNFPA estimated at 101 births per 1,000 women aged 15-19 years. Similarly, vaccination in Venezuela presents setbacks. Between 2005 and 2010, the quantities of doses were reduced by 32% and coverages remain below the 95% standard recommended by WHO. 

104.
HIV/AIDS, the Venezuelan government reported in paragraphs 505 to 511 of its report that there is a strategy to reduce the incidence of the epidemic in different risk groups. However, HIV cases continue to rise by an average of 11,000 per year and the annual deaths from AIDS-related causes increased in 2000. In 2013, the Programme of the United Nations AIDS (UNAIDS) reported that Venezuela has regressed in its capacity to respond to HIV, due to 85% increase in new cases of young people with HIV and 50% of AIDS deaths . Since 2009, 45,000 people with HIV experience recurrent episodes of shortage of antiretrovirals and fail of milk substitutes to mothers with HIV, in the program referred to by the state in paragraph 215 of its report
; the state does not guarantee access to drugs for opportunistic infections associated with AIDS, despite the Supreme Court rulings that ordered, as the State refers in paragraph 364 of its report. The report "Antiretroviral Therapy under the Microscope", 2012, the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) said that Venezuela was the Latin American country with the largest number of reported episodes of shortages of antiretrovirals in the year. People with HIV also face the constant shortage of reagents for testing HIV antibodies, CD4/CD8, viral load and genotype, and no reagents are obtained for testing of quantitative VDRL. Despite the opinion of INPSASEL prohibiting HIV testing in pre-employment tests, as noted in paragraphs 325 and 326 of the Report of the state it is still a regular practice in Venezuela. It is highlighted as positive, the adoption in 2014 of the Law for Equality of People with HIV by the National Assembly, with the aim of reducing discrimination of people on the condition of HIV positive.
105.
The State points out in paragraphs 512 and 513 of its report, a trend toward a decrease in malaria, when in fact it has increased considerably in recent years. Between 2012 and 2014, cases increased from 44150 to 71802, being Bolivar state with the majority of cases (87.7%
). Malarial history of Bolivar state in the last four decades is evidence that the occurrence and persistence of malaria is higher in those parishes and municipalities of the state where mining is predominant
. The State also reported in paragraphs 514 and 515 of its report of a proper control of diseases such as tuberculosis. However, it is among the major diseases with promotions in remote communities with high poverty levels. The Institute of Biomedicine, dependent to the MPPS, has reported that the number of cases diagnosed in Venezuela is 7,000 per year, though half is reported in official statistics. According to the authorities of the Institute, a person with tuberculosis can infect 10 more and, although in a short time can be controlled, most of those affected in Venezuela can be up to 6 months without knowing they have it due to lack of information campaigns. 

Recommendations

106.
The State must submit as soon as possible a comprehensive and detailed assessment of the state of hospital and outpatient public health centers throughout the country and call on all national sectors including public and private mayor’s offices- governments and organizations affected, including the aid that agencies of the United Nations can provide, to cooperate in the recovery of the capabilities of the public health system in Venezuela.
107. The State must adopt effective solutions with due diligence to ensure the availability, distribution and permanent provision of supplies, reagents, drugs and equipment of public health services, giving priority to all groups of people whose health may be at risk.

108.
The State should create a standard reorganization of public health centers to enable effective integration as a system and ensure access, opportunity, quality and continuity of care throughout the country, with sufficient public budget.

109.
The State must guarantee the labor rights of all health workers and the suitable qualification of medical and nursing staff who work in health centers within an agreed policy with universities and medical associations in the country.

110.
The State must strengthen public health programs aimed at controlling and reducing endemic diseases and epidemics in the country, with emphasis on malaria, HIV and tuberculosis as soon as possible.
Article 13. Right to Education
111.
Until the 2012-2013 school year, the State has made efforts to increase educational inclusion, as reported by the Monitoring Report by Education for All (Educación para todos-EPT) in the 2013-14 world-published by UNESCO. The information of the decade shows a positive development in access to education. Since the 2003-2004 school year to the 2012-2013 school period, exclusion decreased 18.4% for 3-5 years of age, for 6-11 years of age, it remained the same, and decreased 12.2% for 12-16 years of age. The Ministry of Popular Power for Education (MPPE) acknowledges that for 2013-2014 there were 786,697 children and adolescents not incorporated into the formal education system (19.2% between 3 and 5 years, 2.8% between 6 and 11 years, 26.5% between 12 and 16 years). 

112.
The latest official figures published show that the total tuition (which includes all educational levels and modalities) has gradually decreased since the 2011-2012 school year. Of 8,464,186 people enrolled that year, fell to 8,044,911 in 2013-2014. The reduction of tuition is higher in government departments (-549 069 people) than in private, where there was an increase of 129,794 people enrolled. The figures also indicate the decline of beneficiaries of educational missions (-453,536 people) as well as in other forms of official attention. Specialists in educational issues and social organizations have denounced that since 2007 the school has stagnated and there are further signs of abating loom. 

113. In the country, there are 27,414 school buildings. Since the 2003-2004 school year to the 2013-2014 there was a growth of 11.8%. However, it still has not reached the optimal number of facilities to provide services to the entire school-age population. Access to education is not guaranteed equally across the country, the number of schools and tuition vary widely from state to state and, in general, the offer for the population of age for studying Secondary Education is the weakest.   

114.
Not only there are few public schools that offer all levels of secondary education
, but the curriculum is also outdated and the quality of the training is low. Graduates do not develop good skills for reading and writing; the teaching of science subjects (Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics and Biology) is poor and there is no link between these studies and technical and higher education, according to results from the National Consultation for Quality Education
.
115.
The National Youth Survey 2013
 revealed that only 42% of the youth population (15-29 years old) regularly attends an educational center and in the group 15-19 years, the education coverage is 66%, which means approximately 900,000 young people aged 15 to 19 are unschooled and have not completed secondary education. Half of young people in that age group and who live in poverty remain outside the education system. However, in the case of the richest, the risk of exclusion is just 15%. Another element that causes differences between these young people is the area of residence: in the capital and in major cities there are greater educational opportunities; only slightly more than half of those living in small towns and rural areas have access to education. 

116.
The number of children and adolescents with special needs incorporated into the formal education system has come down since the 2010-2011 school year. Families, teachers and students question the integration processes at regular educational institutions, because they believe that improvisation prevailed in the process of creation of Diagnostic Schools of Guidance, Training and Monitoring for Functional Diversity (CEDOFSDS) because, among other reasons, the property does not have appropriate spaces and functions of the staff are not adequate.
   
117.
In 2011, for the first time disaggregated education statistics for Afro-descendants and indigenous populations were published by the MPPE, but the yearly comparisons suggest that imbalances persist in collecting data. For example, in an analysis made to the number by Provea indigenous educational institutions where initial, primary and middle is taught, two figures make it possible to assume that there were errors in collecting or counting of data: decreasing from 48 to 4 in secondary education institutions which taught from first grade to third year and an increase from 1 to 35 in middle school campuses that had fourth, fifth and sixth year. 

118.
In addition to access, quality of education provided to the children and indigenous adolescents is fundamental. As explained in paragraph 26 of this report representatives of indigenous peoples believe that in Venezuela a true bilingual intercultural education is not taught, despite legal measures and actions taken by the state, which contradicts the optimistic outlook of the state contained in paragraphs 194-199 of its response to the List of Issues. 

119.
Among the elements that affect the quality of initial, primary and secondary schools are highlighted the inadequate preparation, motivation, remuneration and recognition of teachers. Of all teachers in the country (129, 845 teachers in initial, primary and secondary education), 24.4% have not obtained a teaching degree at university level. Thus, there have been insufficient policies and programs for training and retraining of teachers, unlike what is mentioned by the state in paragraph 193 of its response to the List of Issues.
120.
Almost 40% of teachers do not enjoy steady positions, they are temporary teachers; therefore, they have no job security, they do not enjoy all the benefits, and they cannot develop a teaching career. In addition, like other workers, they are victims of discrimination on political grounds. Access to employment is subject to the loyalty to the government and, in the case of university graduates, the type of institution where they graduated.
121.
For over 10 years a national system of learning assessment is not implanted in the country nor has it been enabled the participation in international assessment processes. Therefore, tracking or measuring quality of education is not possible. Other disturbing elements that negatively affect the performance of education efforts are the considerable increase of violence in school areas and the spread of political ideology or interests in educational content, as for example, the texts from the Bicentennial Collection, of free distribution, as well as the activities that children and adolescents perform in schools. 
122.
In 2005, Venezuela was declared "territory free of illiteracy", that is, less than 4% of the population was illiterate, according to UNESCO standards. While a significant reduction in the illiteracy rate in relation to the value collected by the 2001 Census, which was 7.02; in the next Population Census in 2011 it was 5.23
, which represents a much higher value considered by the UNESCO to affirm that illiteracy has been overcome in a country.
123.
Strategies to give open access to higher education has had good results, as referred to in paragraphs 556 to 558 of the State Report. Of 1,260,855 students in the 2002-2003 school year, it went up to 2,620,013 in 2013-2014. Through missions new colleges were created to increase student access, but their creation was closely linked to ideology of the government and they are aimed at forming young people to the new model of the country.
124.
National public and autonomous universities disagree with the ideological and operational control the government wants to impose. Many times they have tried to undermine university autonomy, for example by suspending the election of the authorities or through legislative reforms. Another source of permanent tension between professors and representatives of the State has been the remarkable deterioration of wage benefits, reducing financial allocations for training, research and, in general, for endowment of equipment and materials for academic institutions.
Recommendations

125.
The State must ensure that policies and measures are taken to carry out curriculum reform and plans for strengthening education, ensure freedom of thought and participation of all involved in the educational activity, without any political, ideological or military interference. 
126.
The State shall take all necessary measures to stop the progressive deterioration of the quality of education and give priority to correct flaws in math and reading skills of all children and adolescents, ensuring an evaluation system compatible with learning international standards. 
Anexos
Tabla 1

Salario y costos de la Canastas Alimentaria. Año 2012-2014. (Bolívares)

	Año
	     Salario Mínimo 
	Canasta Oficial
	Canasta CENDAS*

	
	Mensual         Diario
	Mensual      Diario
	Mensual
	Diario

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2012
	2,047.52
	68.25
	2,085.22
	69.50
	4,073.90
	135.00

	2013
	2,973.00
	99.10
	3,324.31
	110.81
	8,349.78
	278.32

	2014
	4,889.11
	162.97
	6,382.62
	212.75
	17,230.42
	574.34


Fuente: Instituto Nacional de Estadísticas (INE), (*)
Cálculos del  Centro de Investigación y Documentación de la Federación Venezolana de Maestros (CENDAS)
Cuadro 1: Observation (CEACR) - adopted 2000, published 89th ILC session (2001)

Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise Convention, 1948 (No. 87) - Venezuela, Bolivarian Republic of (Ratification: 1982)

… la Comisión observa con preocupación que la nueva Constitución de la República, de diciembre de 1999, contiene algunas disposiciones que no están en conformidad con las disposiciones del Convenio que se mencionan a continuación:

-  artículo 95. «Los estatutos y los reglamentos de las organizaciones sindicales establecerán la alternabilidad de los y las integrantes de las directivas mediante el sufragio universal, directo y secreto.» La Comisión recuerda que, en virtud de lo dispuesto en el artículo 3 del Convenio, las organizaciones de trabajadores y de empleadores tienen el derecho de redactar sus estatutos y reglamentos administrativos y el de elegir libremente a sus representantes. En este sentido, la imposición de la alternabilidad de los miembros de las directivas sindicales por vía legislativa constituye un importante obstáculo a las garantías consagradas en el Convenio;

-  artículo 293. El Poder Electoral tiene por función: organizar las elecciones de sindicatos, gremios profesionales y organizaciones con fines políticos en los términos que señala la ley; Disposición transitoria octava. Mientras se promulgan las nuevas leyes electorales previstas en esta Constitución, los procesos electorales serán convocados, organizados, dirigidos y supervisados por el Consejo Nacional Electoral (por medio de un decreto publicado en la Gaceta Oficial núm. 36.904, de 2 de marzo de 2000, sobre medidas para garantizar la libertad sindical, se nombraron los miembros de la Junta Electoral y se detallaron sus funciones, entre ellas la de procurar la unificación sindical o resolver acerca de la afiliación a las organizaciones de trabajadores). A este respecto, la Comisión considera que la reglamentación de los procedimientos y modalidades de la elección de dirigentes sindicales debe corresponder a los estatutos sindicales y no a un órgano ajeno a las organizaciones de trabajadores. Asimismo, la Comisión considera que la cuestión de la unicidad sindical o la calidad de los miembros de los sindicatos deben ser objeto de decisión de las organizaciones sindicales y de ninguna manera impuestos por la ley ya que dicha imposición constituye una de las violaciones más graves de la libertad sindical que se pueden concebir.

En estas condiciones, la Comisión solicita al Gobierno que tome medidas para modificar las disposiciones constitucionales comentadas, así como para derogar el decreto publicado en la Gaceta Oficial núm. 36.904, de 2 de marzo de 2000, sobre medidas para garantizar la libertad sindical, y que le informe en su próxima memoria sobre toda medida adoptada a este respecto.

Por último, la Comisión toma nota también con profunda preocupación de anteproyectos de ley para la protección de las garantías y libertad sindicales; y de los «derechos democráticos» de los trabajadores en sus sindicatos, federaciones y confederaciones que contienen disposiciones que se encuentran en contradicción con las garantías del Convenio y de un acuerdo de la Asamblea Nacional a convocatoria a referéndum nacional sindical para el 3 de diciembre de 2000 con miras a la unificación del movimiento sindical y a la suspensión o destitución de los actuales dirigentes sindicales que implica una gravísima injerencia en los asuntos internos de las organizaciones sindicales totalmente incompatible con las exigencias del artículo 3 del Convenio.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tomado  de: 
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:13100:0::NO::P13100_COMMENT_ID,P13100_LANG_CODE:2198093,es

Cuadro 2: Observation (CEACR) - adopted 2001, published 90th ILC session (2002)

Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise Convention, 1948 (No. 87) - Venezuela, Bolivarian Republic of (Ratification: 1982)

La Comisión recuerda una vez más al Gobierno que la reglamentación de los procedimientos y modalidades de la elección de dirigentes sindicales debe corresponder a los estatutos sindicales y no a un órgano ajeno a las organizaciones de trabajadores. La Comisión recuerda una vez más que solamente los miembros de los sindicatos tal como están definidos en los estatutos sindicales deben poder participar en las elecciones sindicales. Asimismo, la cuestión de la unicidad sindical no debe ser de ninguna manera impuesta por la ley, ya que dicha imposición constituye una de las violaciones más graves de la libertad sindical. En estas condiciones, la Comisión solicita al Gobierno que tome medidas para modificar las disposiciones constitucionales comentadas, suprimiendo las funciones del Consejo Nacional Electoral en lo que se refiere a su intervención en las elecciones de las organizaciones de trabajadores, así como para derogar el decreto sobre medidas para garantizar la libertad sindical arriba mencionado, y que le informe en su próxima memoria sobre toda medida adoptada a este respecto.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tomado  de: 

http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:13100:0::NO::P13100_COMMENT_ID,P13100_LANG_CODE:2210044,es:NO

Cuadro 3: Observación (CEACR) - Adopción: 2014, Publicación: 104ª reunión CIT (2015)

Convenio sobre la libertad sindical y la protección del derecho de sindicación, 1948 (núm. 87) - Venezuela, República Bolivariana de (Ratificación: 1982)
Al tiempo que toma nota de todas las informaciones proporcionadas, la Comisión insta firmemente al Gobierno a que, en aplicación de la decisión del Consejo de Administración, de marzo de 2014, tome de inmediato las medidas necesarias para crear la mesa de diálogo tripartita mencionada en el párrafo 54.2), del informe de la Misión y que se asegure de que su composición respete debidamente la representatividad de las organizaciones de trabajadores y de empleadores. A este respecto, la Comisión recuerda al Gobierno que puede solicitar la asistencia técnica de la Oficina. A la espera de la creación de dicho órgano, la Comisión pide al Gobierno que someta a consultas sustanciales con las organizaciones de trabajadores y de empleadores representativas todos los proyectos de ley o de reglamento relativos a temas de su competencia. La Comisión pide al Gobierno que informe de toda evolución al respecto…

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tomado  de: 

http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/es/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:13100:0::NO::P13100_COMMENT_ID,P13100_LANG_CODE:3191571,es

Cuadro 4: Observation (CEACR) - adopted 2014, published 104th ILC session (2015)

Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No. 111) - Venezuela, Bolivarian Republic of (Ratification: 1971)

La Comisión pide una vez más al Gobierno que tome las medidas necesarias para garantizar que los trabajadores del sector público y del privado no son objeto de discriminación debido a su opinión política. La Comisión pide asimismo al Gobierno que tome las medidas necesarias para que se realice una investigación independiente sobre la base de los alegatos presentados para determinar si efectivamente persiste la discriminación contra los trabajadores que figuran en la llamada Lista Tascón y, de ser el caso, que se adopten las medidas necesarias para poner fin de inmediato a dicha discriminación y sancionar a los responsables. La Comisión pide al Gobierno que informe sobre toda evolución al respecto.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tomado  de: http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:13100:0::NO:13100:P13100_COMMENT_ID:3187386
Cuadro 5: Observation (CEACR) - adopted 2014, published 104th ILC session (2015)

Minimum Wage-Fixing Machinery Convention, 1928 (No. 26) - Venezuela, Bolivarian Republic of (Ratification: 1944)

La Comisión insta al Gobierno que realice todos los esfuerzos para garantizar la plena consulta y participación en condiciones de igualdad de las organizaciones de trabajadores y de empleadores más representativas para el establecimiento y la aplicación de los sistemas de salarios mínimos. La Comisión pide al Gobierno que informe sobre toda evolución al respecto y le recuerda que puede recurrir a la asistencia técnica de la Oficina.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tomado  de: 

http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:13100:0::NO::P13100_COMMENT_ID,P13100_LANG_CODE:3190715,es:NO

Cuadro 6: Síntesis de quejas presentadas ante el Comité de Libertad Sindical. 2012-2014

	Caso
	Fecha de Presentación
	Organización  sindical
	Nro. y fecha de informe del CSL 
	Motivo de la queja

	3082
	08-06-14
	Unión Nacional de Trabajadores de Venezuela (UNETE)
	1. 374, Marzo 2015
2. 373, Octubre 2014
	Negativa del gobierno a acreditar ante la OIT centrales sindicales no oficialistas 

	3059
	10-02-14
	Unión Nacional de Trabajadores (UNETE), Confederación de Trabajadores de Venezuela (CTV), Confederación General de Trabajadores (CGT), Confederación de Sindicatos Autónomos (CODESA), Alianza Sindical Independiente (ASI)
	374, Marzo 2015
373, Octubre 2014
372, Junio 2014
371, Marzo 2014
	En trámite de admisión por el CSL - Despido del Sindicalista Iván Freites de PDVSA (estatal petrolera)

	3036
	24-04-13
	Sindicato de Trabajadores y Trabajadoras de Derivados de Hidrocarburos del estado de Carabobo (S.T.H.P.C.S.E.C.) y Federación Unitaria de Sindicatos Bolivarianos del Estado de Carabobo (FUSBEC)
	1.  374, Marzo 2015
2. 373, Octubre 2014
3. 372, Junio 2014
1. 371, Marzo 2014
370, Octubre 2013
	Obstáculos a la negociación colectiva por la empresa PETROCASA, suspensión de sindicalistas y presiones para que  trabajadores renuncien al sindicato

	 3016
	26-03-13
	Sindicato de Trabajadores del Ministerio de Ciencia y Tecnología (SITRAMCT) y Alianza Nacional de Trabajadores Cementeros (ANTRACEM)
	4.  374, Marzo 2015 373, Octubre 2014
5. 372, Junio 2014
2. 371, Marzo 2014
370, Octubre 2013
368, Junio 2013
	Incumplimiento de las cláusulas de varias convenciones colectivas y prácticas anti sindicales en la principal empresa cementera nacionalizada

	 3006
	11-12-12
	Sindicato Nacional de Trabajadores de la Prensa (SNTP)
	6. 374, Marzo 2015

7. 373, Octubre 2014
8. 372, Junio 2014
1. 371, Marzo 2014
370, Octubre 2013
368, Junio 2013
367, Marzo 2013
	Despido de 25 sindicalistas del Sindicato Unitario de Trabajadores de las Artes Gráficas de Caracas (SUTAGSC) e inacción de la Inspectoría del Trabajo

	2968
	16-11-12
	Asociación de Profesores de la Universidad Central de Venezuela (APUCV)
	9.  374, Marzo 2015

10. 373, Octubre 2014
11. 372, Junio 2014
1. 371, Marzo 2014
370, Octubre 2013
 368, Junio 2013
367, Marzo 2013

2. 365, Nov. 2012
	Promulgación del Decreto Ley Orgánica del Trabajo, los Trabajadores y las Trabajadoras (LOTTT) sin consulta a organizaciones representativas y con contenidos que violan libertad sindical y negociación colectiva

	2955
	26-05-12
	Federación Unitaria de Trabajadores del Petróleo, del Gas, sus Similares y Derivados de Venezuela (FUTPV)
	1. Admisibilidad 

2. 373, Octubre 2014 
3. 372, Junio 2014
4. 371, Marzo 2014
5. 370, Octubre 2013
6. 368, Junio 2013
7. 367, Marzo 2013
8. 365, Nov. 2012
9. 
	Obstáculos a la negociación colectiva en la industria petrolera venezolana por parte de la empresa PDVSA.


� Within this set of laws they are: Organic Law on Prevention, Conditions and Work Environment; Organic Law on Sovereignty and Food Security; Organic Law of the Social Security System; Organic Law for the provision of potable water and sanitation; Food law for workers; Law on Demarcation and Guarantee of Habitat and Lands of Indigenous Peoples; Law on Housing Services and Habitat; Special Protection Law of Housing Mortgagor; Law on Land and Agricultural Development; Integral Regularization Act of Land Tenure of Urban and Peri-Urban Settlements; Property Regime Law of Housing of the Great Mission Housing Venezuela; Organic Law Against Eviction and Arbitrary Eviction from Housing; Organic Law of Emergency for Land and Housing; Special Protection Law of Housing Mortgage Debtor.   


� In 2011, the population over 55 years was 3.973.079.


� Currently, the Organic Law of Health enacted on 11 de November 11, 1998 (Official Gazette Nº 36.579) is in effect, but It does not conform to the progress on rights and public policy enshrined in the Constitution. 


� In 2004, in its first reading, the Health Law was approved, but after ten years, it has not been made into the second reading or the final promulgation.  


� Organ Rector of the Judicial Branch or maximum judicial authority in Venezuela.


� The sentence is the answer given by the court of appeal filed by the Venezuelan Medical Federation (FMV) against the Ministry of Health and Social Development (MSDS) and the Venezuelan Institute of Social Security (IVSS), in defense of the rights and interests of users of public health services and the medical profession, because the Ministry breached its obligation to provide supplies and medicines to hospitals and clinics in the country. 


� Article 26 of the Bolivarian Constitution of Venezuela "Everyone has the right of access to the organs of justice to enforce their rights and interests, including collective or diffuse nature to the effective protection of the aforementioned and to obtain prompt decision" 


� Previous decisions of the Constitutional Chamber demonstrated significant progress in the legal protection of social rights, such as in the famous sentence of indexed loans (Asodeviprilara case vs. Superintendency of Banks, other financial institutions and Indecu, of 24.01.02). 


� In 2013, Espacio Público formally requested information from the Ministry of Popular Power for Indigenous Peoples on results of the demarcation of indigenous lands; actions and policies used by the institution to control epidemic and endemic diseases; massacres and environmental damage caused by gold mining and; actions taken by the institution to address and eradicate health problems and pollution in indigenous populations affected by toxic used during mining operations. Again, in 2015, they requested information on the demarcation of indigenous territory in Venezuela. None of the requests was answered.


� Available at: http://brasil.embajada.gob.ve/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=347%3Agobierno-venezolano-ha-atendido-74-de-solicitudes-de-demarcacion-de-tierras-indigenas&catid=3%3Anoticias-de-venezuela-en-el-mundo&Itemid=19&lang=en


� The twelfth transitory provision of the Constitution states: "The demarcation of indigenous habitat that Article 119 of the Constitution refers to, will be carried out within two years from the date of entry into force of this Constitution".  


� Available at:  http://www.derechos.org.ve/2014/12/03/comunicado-de-la-coordinadora-de-organizaciones-indigenas-de-la-amazonia-venezolana-sobre-el-proceso-nacional-de-demarcacion-de-habitat-y-tierras-indigenas-a-los-15-anos-de-aprobacion-de-la-constituci/


� For further information: Obstacles to the right of association of indigenous Wayúu under military district 01  Available at: http://laboratoriosdepaz.org/laboratorio-de-paz-presento-informe-sobre-obstaculos-al-derecho-a-la-asociacion-indigena-wayuu-bajo-el-distrito-militar-01-de-la-gajira/


� On 19/09/2011 it was decreed that the State would assume the exploration and exploitation of gold mines and deposits. Also, storage, possession, transportation, circulation and internal and external commercialization of this mineral.  


� MINISTRY OF POPULAR POWER FOR EDUCATION. (2014). Our word for bilingual intercultural education.  Caracas: MPPE. P.22.


� Véase � HYPERLINK "http://www.misionessalesianas.org/noticias/2014/01/76-yanomami-fallecidos-en-2013-por-falta-de-atencion-medica/" �http://www.misionessalesianas.org/noticias/2014/01/76-yanomami-fallecidos-en-2013-por-falta-de-atencion-medica/�  


� Source: Casuistry data base malaria. Public Health Institute in Bolivar state.


� In February 2015, indigenous people from Alto Caura abducted an army commander in Maripa and nine soldiers because, allegedly, they burned two houses in retaliation to the allegations against them made by representatives of 44 communities. The soldiers were identified as responsible for the shortage of gasoline-from October 2014- and accused of its diverting (and goods) to illegal mining in exchange for money. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://noticiasvenezolanas.co.ve/index.php/179394/retenidos-10-militares-por-indigenas-en-alto-del-caura-estado-bolivar-2352431/" �http://noticiasvenezolanas.co.ve/index.php/179394/retenidos-10-militares-por-indigenas-en-alto-del-caura-estado-bolivar-2352431/� 


� “Preocupante situación de indígenas que deambulan como indigentes en calles carupaneras” (Worrying situation of Indigenous who wander carupaneras streets) in Carupanero.com, August 24, 2014. Available at:  � HYPERLINK "http://carupanero.com/sitioweb/?p=11405" �http://carupanero.com/sitioweb/?p=11405�; Rodriguez Brazón, A. (2014). “Indígenas deambulan por las calles de Valencia para sobrevivir” (Indigenous wander streets of Valencia to survive) in El Carabobeño, 20 de August 20, 2014. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.el-carabobeno.com/ciudad/articulo/87645/indgenas-deambulan-por-las-calles-de-valencia-para-sobrevivir" �http://www.el-carabobeno.com/ciudad/articulo/87645/indgenas-deambulan-por-las-calles-de-valencia-para-sobrevivir� 


� Data from SISOV Integrated System of Social Indicators of Venezuela(Sistema Integrado de Indicadores Sociales de Venezuela).


� Decree No. 8938 with Rank, Value and Force of Organic Law of Labor and Workers (LOTTT) published on May 07, 2012. In its statement of reasons expressed. "Outsourcing is expressly prohibited, and in general all simulation or fraud committed by employers for the purpose of distorting, disregarding or impeding the application of labor laws, and in general the primacy of reality in the employment relationship is established”.





� In 2007, The Mission Vuelvan Caras became the Mission Che Guevara. In 2014 again the Mission was transformed and was named Mission Knowledge and Work (Decree 1078 dated 30.06.14).


� The purpose of this mission was to reduce to 5% the unemployment rate in a year, being then at a rate of 13.9%.


� Violating the principle of secrecy of the vote, the Tascon list was made public online by the Deputy Luis Tascon of the ruling party, which listed the names of the people who signed in 2003 and 2004 applications for the recall referendum for the mandate of President Chavez, supposedly for a verification of signatures. 


� Corporación Venezolana de Guayana (CVG), Electrificación del Caroní (EDELCA), Minerven, Petróleos de Venezuela (PDVSA), Petromonagas, Servicio Nacional Integrado de Administración Aduanera y Tributaria (SENIAT), Instituto Venezolano de Investigaciones Científicas (IVIC), Instituto Nacional de Capacitación Educativa Socialista (INCES) and one insurance   company nationalized. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://w2.ucab.edu.ve/tl_files/CDH/Lineastematicas/Casos%20de%20discriminacion%20laboral%20con%20motivaciones%20politicas.pdf" �http://w2.ucab.edu.ve/tl_files/CDH/Lineastematicas/Casos%20de%20discriminacion%20laboral%20con%20motivaciones%20politicas.pdf� 


� The value varies according to the percentage chosen by the employer to cancel (25% or 50% of the UT). 


� On this referendum, President Chavez said: "... the referendum is a missile against the CTV and that we need not disguise it with nice words." Remarks by former President Chavez in a ceremony at the Plaza Caracas on November 12, 2000. The CTV is the Confederation of Workers of Venezuela, trade union established in 1947. 


� Official Gazette N° 36.904, March 2, 2000.


� Observation (CEACR) - adopted 2006, published 96th ILC session (2007). Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organize Convention, 1948 (No. 87) - Venezuela, Bolivarian Republic of (Ratification: 1982). Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:13100:0::NO::P13100_COMMENT_ID,P13100_LANG_CODE:2270546,es:NO" �http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:13100:0::NO::P13100_COMMENT_ID,P13100_LANG_CODE:2270546,es:NO� 


� On September 5, 2006, in the city of Guayana in Bolivar state were charged criminally: Juan Antonio Valor, director of the Trade Union of Workers of the Steel Industry and Allied Bolivar State (Sutiss-Bolivar); Leonel Grisette, a member of the Joint Committee of Hygiene and Safety and; Jhoel José Ruíz Hernández, director of Sutiss. All employees of Siderurgica del Orinoco (Sidor CA). Also, employees of the contractor Camila (Richard Alonso, Osmel Jose Ramirez Malavé, Julio César Soler, Agdatamir Antonio Rivas, Luis Arturo Alzota Bermudez, Argenis Godofredo Gómez and Bruno Epifanio Lopez), they were accused of committing crimes misappropriation, restricting freedom of work, ban on vigilante justice and, breach of the special regime in the area of ​​security –set forth in Articles 191, 192, 270 and 468 of the Criminal Code and Article 56, according to the 47 and 48 of the Organic Law on National Security. They were more than seven years under the regime of monthly filing with courts, prohibition from leaving the city where they worked. 


� Véase en el Cuadro 7 del Anexo el  Listado de Sindicalistas y otras personas procesadas penalmente y/o asesinadas en el ejercicio de actividades asociadas al sindicalismo en el período 2005 – 2013.


� Observation (CAS) - Adoption: 2010, Publication: 99ª reunion CIT (2010). Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/es/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:13101:0::NO::P13101_COMMENT_ID:3191571" �http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/es/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:13101:0::NO::P13101_COMMENT_ID:3191571� 


� See the following cases in the CFA: No. 2088 on allegations of dismissals and disciplinary proceedings against trade union officials in the judiciary, obstacles to collective bargaining, limitations on the use of the headquarters of the complainant, stopping a union leader and a union official surveillance (SUONTRAJ union); No. 2080 on interference by authorities in the process of trade union unification union of the Caracas Metro (SITRAMECA); No. 2411 CNE interference in union elections and annulled the CTV elections; 2067 anti-union legislation. No. 2357: dismissal of trade unionists on strike; No. 2353: interference in union elections. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://gumilla.org/biblioteca/bases/biblo/texto/SIC2010729_396-401.pdf" �http://gumilla.org/biblioteca/bases/biblo/texto/SIC2010729_396-401.pdf� 


� Missions in 2013 were: Misión 13 de abril, Misión Alma Máter, Misión Asfalto, Misión Alimentación, Misión Árbol, Misión Barrio Adentro (está dividido en cuatro fases), Misión Barrio Adentro Deportivo. Misión Canaima. Misión Ciencia, Misión Ché Guevara., Misión Cultura Corazón Adentro. Misión José Gregorio Hernández, Misión Guaicaipuro, Misión Identidad, Misión Niño Jesús, Misión Niños y Niñas del Barrio, Misión Madres del Barrio, Misión Música (Fundación Musical Simón Bolívar), Misión Hábitat, Misión Mercal, Misión Miranda, Misión Piar, Misión Vuelvan Caras, Misión Milagro, Misión Negra Hipólita Misión Ribas, Misión Robinson, Misión Sonrisa, Misión Sucre, Misión Villanueva, Misión Zamora y, Gran Misión Vivienda Venezuela.


� In 2012 inflation was 20.1%, the following year it went up to 56.2% and in 2014 it raised to 68.5%.


� The dearth of products for 2014 was calculated by the Central Bank of Venezuela by 28% and non-governmental organizations in 39%. 


� Alayon, A. (2014). Talking of shortages in Venezuela ... is complex. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://prodavinci.com/blogs/hablar-de-escasez-en-venezuela-es-complicado-por-angel-alayon/" �http://prodavinci.com/blogs/hablar-de-escasez-en-venezuela-es-complicado-por-angel-alayon/� 


� Time spent on the purchase of food and hygiene and cleaning adversely affects the general population and also causes absenteeism. Fedecamaras  estimated that absenteeism is approximately 36%. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.fedecamaras.org.ve/detalle.php?id=3102" �http://www.fedecamaras.org.ve/detalle.php?id=3102� 


� According to INE, in the first half of 2012 imports of "vegetable agriculture and animal" they grew 99.6% compared to the same period in 2011. In the first quarter of this year the value of imports in this sector was 1.416 million dollars; in 2013 it amounted to 5,402 and by 2014 the INE published the figure of $ 4.399 million. .


� CGR, Performance Report, 2013. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cgr.gob.ve/site_informes_doings.php?Cod=027" �http://www.cgr.gob.ve/site_informes_doings.php?Cod=027� 


� According to the latest report The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2013 published by FAO, in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela the percentage of undernourished people in the country is below 5%. 


� Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). (2014). Panorama of Food and Nutrition Security in Latin America and the Caribbean 2014. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.fao.org/americas/recursos/panorama/2014/es/" �http://www.fao.org/americas/recursos/panorama/2014/es/� 


� Available at: http://www.fao.org/economic/ess/ess-fs/es/


� INE. (2013). National Food Consumption Survey. Available at:  www.ine.gov.ve/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=114&Itemid=38#


� NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF NUTRITION (INN). (2008). Yearbook of System of Food and Nutrition Surveillance (SISVAN) Preliminary Information, Caracas.


� NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF NUTRITION (INN) (2012) Overweight and obesity in Venezuela (prevalence and determinants). Gente de Maíz. Available at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.inn.gob.ve/pdf/libros/sobrepeso.pdf" �http://www.inn.gob.ve/pdf/libros/sobrepeso.pdf� 


� Social organizations such as Espacio Público exercising the constitutional right of access to public information, repeatedly requested information from the Ministry of Popular Power for Food on annual production and national demand for certain foods (milk, cornmeal, wheat flour, chicken, etc.) Similarly, they requested information from the measures taken by the Ministry to meet food deficits, but none of the petitions was answered. By not responding it violates the right to information that enables citizens to define certain circumstances that may affect their daily lives and develop the capacity to make informed decisions and concrete actions in order to improve their living conditions. 


� BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA. Ministry of Popular Power for Housing and Habitat. (2015) Memory. 2014. Caracas, Volume I. 


� Estimates based on the 2011 Population Census of the National Institute of Statistics and its population projections. 


� For example, in 2012 the methodology was changed to present the results. In the Report and Accounts by the MPPVH of that year, data was pooled in large lines of achievements, losing the previous disaggregation. 


� In 2012, leaders of the construction sector estimated at 13,700 the Chinese citizens who work in the GMVV and the Russian Foundation for Housing Construction (CRF) published in the national press that in Ciudad Tiuna in Caracas, 1,946 people worked between direct and indirect workers. 


� This case, among others, urbanism El Morro in Petare in Caracas, where authorities evacuated two buildings provided by the National Executive; or manufactured homes in the Los Olivos II of Anaco, Anzoátegui state.  


� According to data the Census of INE.


� National Plan of Water. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.hidroven.gob.ve/plan-nacional-del-agua/" �http://www.hidroven.gob.ve/plan-nacional-del-agua/� 


� Only in 2014, the press reported three interruptions or major blackouts: 1) in June, the National Electricity Corporation (Corpoelec) imposed a rationing plan in Monagas state, after the fall of 8 towers supporting high wires voltage; 2) Also in June, due to a fault in a line there was a blackout that affected 11 states and; 3) in the month of September for the fall of another line 15 states were without power. 


� The overall goal of 2,137 MW by 2014, it was only achieved the addition of 432 MW to the electric park in the area of generation (of which 278 MW were for expansion projects and 154 MW for rehabilitation and improvements of infrastructure). Similarly the modernization of Simon Bolivar Hydroelectric Plant or other plants are not finalized. Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. Ministry of Popular Power for Electricity. Memory 2015. Caracas. MPPEE, 2015. 


� Established in 1978 to preserve and conserve areas with unique plant species in America, an extraordinary formation shaped as a Tepuy, Cerro Yacapana with very diverse fauna -in which is predominant reptiles and endemic amphibians. 


� The International Association of Oil and Gas Producers (OGP) notes that Petroleos de Venezuela (PDVSA) has the highest accident rate compared with other major oil companies in the continent. Visión Global. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.visionglobal.info/pdvsa-tiene-los-indices-mas-elevados-enaccidentes-en-todo-el-continente/" \l "sthash.BbZe1Nbc.dpuf" �http://www.visionglobal.info/pdvsa-tiene-los-indices-mas-elevados-enaccidentes-en-todo-el-continente/#sthash.BbZe1Nbc.dpuf� 


� In general the authorities responsible for environmental management have been reluctant to provide information. Requests from social organizations as Espacio Público were unsuccessful. At the time this organization requested the Ministry of Popular Power for Oil and Mining data related to policies implemented for waste treatment and waste oil; the annual oil production of the years 2012 and 2013; maintenance policies of refineries and oil treatment plants. Subsequently requested -in 2013- the Ministry of Popular Power for the Environment, information on the environmental impact and public health which caused the accumulation of coke, as the amount of accumulated coke and its location. Similarly, it was requested to the Ministry of People's Power for Tourism, information about the ecological impact on the Mochima National Park to build a luxury hotel. In neither case was it possible to get a response. 


� The EPI is published every two years by the universities of Yale and Columbia, variables such as air pollution, water services, biodiversity and habitat, natural, productive resources and climate change. 


� To illustrate, some cases can be cited such as government actions against accidents and events that had negative environmental impacts in 2012 (oil spill in the Guarapiche, Monagas state; explosion of the Amuay refinery in Falcon state, pollution Pao Cachinche , Carabobo state, an increase of toxic gases and accumulation of petroleum coke in the Oil, Petrochemical and Industrial Complex José Antonio Anzoátegui; oil spills in Tascabaña, Freites, Anaco, Jose, Anzoategui state, the precipitant lifting of an urbanism without urban planning in Greater Caracas, the mercury pollution in the basin of the Caura, Bolivar state) and claims in the oil industry in 2013 (fires at refineries Puerto La Cruz, Anzoategui state and El Palito, Carabobo state , which according to official sources, were due to lightning that fell in effluent treatment ponds of these infrastructures).  


� Integrated Health Network is the product of a new classification standard of health services published in 2014 by MPPS that is not in service. So far, it only represents a change in nomenclature of health that does not change what already existed. In addition, the new standard separates again health centers MPPE (Ambulatory network and Hospital) of Mission Barrio Adentro (Community Network), without with no effective operation according to common standards and programs. The Network also leaves out the health centers of social security, contrary to Article 84 of the CRBV, where the SPNS is conceived as an integrated public health with the social security system. 


� Among these deficiencies are: difficulty in performing medical records, handling of medical terms, doing a physical exam, performing laboratory tests, electrocardiograms and chest X-rays, and prescribing treatments. A second evaluation information provided by 10 specialists from five hospitals of the Capital District and Miranda state revealed that, in terms of performance, the MIC failed in essential skills for doing medical records unsupervised, to guide the diagnosis, the work plan and the indications in the outpatient clinic independently, or to indicate an acceptable treatment in case of hospitalization. 


� Public health is the responsibility of the Ministry of Popular Power for Health (MPPS) and covers 240 hospitals, 4,314 rural and 587 urban outpatient clinics. MINISTRY OF POPULAR POWER FOR HEALTH. (2015) Annual Report and Accounts. 2014. Caracas: PMM, P. 91.


� According to statistics from the Venezuelan Medical Federation (FMV), equivalent to 24% of available professional staff. Also, 30% fewer doctors in training or resident, reaching in some specialties such as anesthesiology, almost 90%. 


� According to PAHO data, between 2005 and 2008, the rate in Venezuela was 1.3 beds per 1,000 inhabitants and, between 2009 and 2011, fell to 0.9 per 1,000 inhabitants. Between 2009 and 2014, the number of operational beds in public hospitals decreased, from 30,964 to 20,821, as reported in Memories and Account of the MPPS. 


� Some of these irregularities were: unnecessary requirements, missed delivery schedules and specified quantities, double acquisition, lack of speed in its withdrawal and nationalization in customs and weaknesses of storage and distribution, resulting in expiration and useless. 


� he rate of maternal mortality in some countries in Latin America is: Uruguay (14), Chile (22), Costa Rica (38), Argentina (69), Brasil (69), Colombia (83), Cuba (80), Ecuador (87), Perú (89), Bolivia (200).


� Vaccination is particularly deficient in MMR (measles, mumps and rubella), influenza type B, Antimarílica, Triple Bacterial (Diphtheria, Tetanus and Whooping Cough), yellow fever, BCG (Tuberculosis and Meningitis), Anti Rotavirus, Anti Hepatitis B, Pneumococcal anti and pentavalent. 


� The provision of Antiretroviral Treatments of High Performance (TAR) is the responsibility of the National Program of AIDS / STD of the Ministry of Health and the Venezuelan state obligation as several rulings of the Supreme Court issued between 1999 and 2002, led by HIV organizations in the country. In 2012, more than 50 HIV NGOs requested the Ministry the intervention of the program due to recurring failures in inventory and extensive deficiencies in the processes of procurement, distribution and delivery of TAR. 


� Epidemiological bulletins years 2012, 2014 (Ministry of Popular Power for Health).  


� ACHÉ A. et al. (2002). In vivo drug resistance of falciparum malaria in mining areas of Venezuela. Trop. Med. Int. Health. 7: 737-743 / Moreno J et al 2007. Land use, diversity and abundance of anopheline vectors of malaria in the municipality of Sifontes, Bolivar State, Venezuela 73th Annual Meeting of the American Mosquito Control Association. AMCA.April 1-5 2007, Orlando, FL, USA / Bevilacqua et al (2015). Malaria control in Amerindian Communities of Venezuela. EcoHealth on line: DOI 10.1007/s10393-015-1026-3


� MINISTRY OF POPULAR POWER FOR EDUCATION (2015). Management Report and Accounts, 2014. Caracas: MPPE.


� FORO CERPE (2015).”Report of the Observatory EDUCAPIS”. 2ª edition. In Series EDUCALIDAD. Notebook Nro. 4. Caracas: CERPE-UCAB. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cerpe.org.ve/tl_files/Cerpe/contenido/documentos/Actualidad%20Educativa/EDUCALIDAD%20N%C2%BA%204-%20ACTUALIZADO%20-Por%20una%20educacion%20de%20calidad%20para%20todos.pdf" �http://www.cerpe.org.ve/tl_files/Cerpe/contenido/documentos/Actualidad%20Educativa/EDUCALIDAD%20N%C2%BA%204-%20ACTUALIZADO%20-Por%20una%20educacion%20de%20calidad%20para%20todos.pdf� 


� Only  5,975 out of 27,414 schools offer some or all courses of secondary education and of them, 40% are private. 


� MINISTRY OF POPULAR POWER FOR EDUCATION (2014). Families debate on educational quality. Brochure sectoral consultation with families. Caracas: MPPE.


� UCAB (2014). Results from the National Survey of Youth 2013 (ENJUVE). Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://proyectojuventud.ucab.edu.ve/wpcontent/uploads/2014/07/Resumen-para-la-prensa.pdf" �http://proyectojuventud.ucab.edu.ve/wpcontent/uploads/2014/07/Resumen-para-la-prensa.pdf� 


� MINISTRY OF POPULAR POWER FOR EDUCATION. (2014). Opinions and looks from Special Education. Brochure of the survey on Special Education.  Caracas: MPPE.


� PROVEA (2013). Right to Education. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.derechos.org.ve/pw/wp-content/uploads/2013_06Educaci%C3%B3n.pdf" �http://www.derechos.org.ve/pw/wp-content/uploads/2013_06Educaci%C3%B3n.pdf� 


� Rate calculated from results of the XIV National Population and Housing Census 2011, obtained using RADATAM. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.redatam.ine.gob.ve/Censo2011/index.html" �http://www.redatam.ine.gob.ve/Censo2011/index.html� 





