
[image: download 1]
ZIMBABWE


 STATEMENT 

BY

 THE HONOURABLE MINISTER OF JUSTICE, LEGAL AND PARLIAMENTARY AFFAIRS, HON. ZIYAMBI. ZIYAMBI

ON THE OCCASION OF

78TH SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS


17-18 SEPTEMBER, 2025



Chairperson of the Committee;
Esteemed Members of the Committee;
Distinguished Delegates;
Ladies and Gentlemen.
It is both an honour and privilege to address this 78th Session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. On behalf of the Republic of Zimbabwe’s delegation, I wish to express deep appreciation to this esteemed Committee for the opportunity to engage in constructive dialogue on matters central to the promotion and protection of economic, social and cultural rights. 
Chair, this report is a product of an extensive consultative process, involving all relevant stakeholders, reflecting broader and inclusive national engagement.
Zimbabwe has made significant progress in meeting its obligations arising from the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Covenant), largely achieved through substantive legislative reforms, administrative measures, and commitment to a democratic process. These are fundamental pillars of human rights and development as we move towards the realisation of our national vision of achieving an empowered and prosperous Upper Middle-Income society by 2030.
During the period under review, Zimbabwe ratified key human rights instruments which are critical to the realisation of economic, social and cultural rights namely: -
· UN Covenant on Protection of the Rights of Migrant Workers and Members of their Families;
· ILO Convention 190;
· [bookmark: _Hlk208568203]Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on Older Persons in Africa; 
· Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on Social Protection and Social Security; and
· Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on Persons with Disabilities in Africa.
Chair, allow me to attend to the salient provisions of the Covenant.
Zimbabwe is committed to upholding and advancing the integrity and dignity of every person by ensuring equal protection and benefit under the law for all. In that regard, Government of Zimbabwe continues to uphold its constitutional and legislative obligations to advance equality, prevent discrimination, and ensure the protection of all persons, including persons with disabilities. 
My government, through constitutional, legislative and administrative measures guarantees the right to decent work; equal remuneration for work of equal value; safe, healthy and favourable working conditions for all. Accordingly, the Labour Act was amended to prohibit employment discrimination on the basis of disability, broaden the scope of collective bargaining, trade unionism and removed the qualifying period for maternity leave among other issues. 
Chair, concerning social security, my government provides for social protection frameworks that encompass both state-funded social assistance and contribution-based social insurance. We are developing a social security framework to extend coverage for the informal sector to achieve universal social security protection.
Zimbabwe remains committed to exercising due diligence and ensuring accountability among corporations and business entities operating within its jurisdiction, particularly in relation to the protection and promotion of human rights in the conduct of their activities. In this regard, environmental and social impact assessments are mandatory prerequisites for the licensing of entities operating in mining, agriculture, and construction sectors. 
Chair, corruption undermines the full realization of the Covenant. My government continues to implement legal reforms including enacting the Whistle Blowers and Witness Protection Bill, and strengthening institutional and enforcement mechanisms against corruption. Furthermore, my government introduced the electronic Government Procurement system to reduce corruption in public procurement through leveraging the digital dividends.
Chair, my government introduced the Persons with Disability Bill which has passed through all Parliamentary processes and now awaits Presidential assent.  The Bill will repeal, the Disabled Persons Act and align with the Constitution and International Conventions.
To address gender stereotypes, a range of initiatives have been designed to improve women's representation in political and decision-making roles within both the public and private sectors, founded on a combination of legal structures, policy changes, advocacy initiatives, and grassroots movements that seek to tackle gender inequalities in all spheres of Zimbabwean life.
Chair, to ensure access to adequate food, education, water and sanitation, my government is implementing various social protection programmes to cater for the most disadvantaged and marginalised groups. This is being achieved through the Harmonised Social Cash Transfer scheme which has benefited 388 000 vulnerable people. Additionally, over 10,000 individuals got medical assistance under the Assisted Medical Treatment Orders Scheme (AMTO). The Education Act mandates Government to provide basic state funded education to every citizen including persons with disability. In that regard, over 1.5 million learners were assisted with school fees, examination fees, levies and building assistance through the Basic Education Assistance Module.
Chair, to guarantee food security for the nation, my Government has undertaken a robust programme to capacitate farmers with irrigation equipment. In that regard, the 340 000-small holder, so called A1 farmers are being provided with booster kits to irrigate 5 hectares per farmer. This will significantly improve the productivity levels and mitigate against the ravages of climate change. The Agricultural and Rural Development Agency (ARDA) has been designated the strategic grain reserve grower. It is utilising its irrigable 120 000Ha to produce about 1.2 million metric tonnes of grain per year. This is over and above the support that is being given to so called A2 commercial farmers by the state-owned Agricultural Finance Corporation. These have been given secure Land Tenure documents for their farms and this enables them to access finance from financial institutions. To improve access to safe and portable water, Government is also drilling a borehole per village which will translate to 35 000 boreholes countrywide. Where the boreholes have been drilled, Government has established Village Business Units where villagers grow a variety of crops for local consumption and for sale to improve their nutritional status. 
To improve the availability and accessibility of reproductive health services, my government implemented a range of interventions, including the establishment and enhancement of Mothers’ Waiting Homes at rural health care facilities which has significantly improved maternal health care.  
My Government has eliminated user fees for reproductive and maternity services across all public health facilities. To enhance the quality of care, health workers have been capacitated to provide Emergency Obstetric and Neonatal Care at all levels of the health care system. In addition, with support from partners, the Government introduced the Blood Coupon Initiative, enabling women to access free blood transfusions for maternity-related needs.
Chair, concerning standards of living in prisons, my government adopted a multi-faceted strategy to address the challenges of overcrowding. These strategic initiatives include the construction of modernised correctional facilities, and the expansion and construction of open prison facilities, as well as the granting of amnesty annually. In line with our Prisons and Correctional Services Act that emphasises rehabilitation and reintegration into society, my Government now offers vocational training to inmates in preparation for their reintegration into society.
Despite the efforts by my Government to meet the obligations arising from the Covenant, unilateral coercive measures remain a major obstacle.
In order to promote our culture and heritage, Government designates a month every year to celebrate our diverse culture and heritage. The President addresses the country with messages promoting the preservation of our cultural heritage. 
In Conclusion
Chair, Zimbabwe continues to invest heavily in human rights mechanisms and architecture and is making steady and commendable progress in strengthening economic, social and cultural rights.
Chair, my delegation, reaffirms Zimbabwe's commitment to its international human rights obligations and expresses its growing confidence in this Committee of Experts, which has become a guardian of economic, social and cultural rights for all. 
As we shape the course of human rights in Zimbabwe and the United Nations, may the spirit of “UBUNTU / ONENESS” guide us.

I thank you.
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