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Introduction
Akina Dada Wa Africa-AkiDwA (Swahili for sisterhood), also known as AkiDwA is a registered charity organisation which forms a national network of African women living in Ireland. Since its inception in 2001, the organisation has worked earnestly to promote equality and justice for migrant women particularly African women to realise its vision for a fair and just Ireland with equal access to resources in all aspects of society: social, cultural, economic, civic and political. AkiDwA supports the integration of African women into Ireland and advocates that migrant women live a life free of gender and racial discrimination and the through the lens of gender equality and international human rights. AkiDwA’s credibility is legitimised by decades long co-operative inter-organisational work and grass roots  engagement with marginalised communities of migrant and advocacy through evidence-based research and submissions to government departments.
One major manifestation of the discrimination faced by women of African descent in Ireland is the fact that a disproportionate share of children of African descent is taken away from their mothers and placed into state care. In 2013 the interim report on the Child Law Reporting Project indicated that African families are 20 times more likely to end up in the child care courts.[footnoteRef:1] In the course of its work with the African community, AkiDwA has come across several instances of African families being torn apart and African youth becoming violent or engaging in anti-social behaviour. Thus, AkiDwA engaged with this 2013 report by called for state engagement with the structural and societal issues that manifest in the ongoing challenging issues of children being taken into State care through dialogue with the community of African families especially African women who are often the primary child carers.[footnoteRef:2]  [1:  Child Care Law Reporting Project, ‘Second Interim Report’, October 2013 Available at: https://www.childlawproject.ie/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/correctedinterimreport.pdf Accessed on 28.06.022.]  [2:  ibid] 

In 2021 to 2022, AkiDwA has ran a project titled “It Takes A Village to raise A Child” which is an African proverb that means that child upbringing is a communal effort. With the funding and support of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), AkiDwA was able to address through community consultations and roundtable discussion with frontline services and other relevant bodies and organisations, the root causes of African children being taken into care of the State, causing the breakup and subsequent dysfunction of families. A key output of this project cultural differences and challenges in child upbringing of children of African descent by migrant parents in Ireland among service providers, frontline services and decision makers in a bid to realise change and policy reform for a more equal, fair and just Ireland. AkiDwA is therefore uniquely positioned to make submissions to the Committee on the Rights of the child due to its work on children in state care and young migrant girls at risk of female genital mutilation (hereafter, FGM).



Article 19 – Protection from Abuse and Harm
Disproportionate Representation of children from ethnic minorities
Regardless of the Childcare law Report recommendations in this regard, there does not appear to be any migrant specific approach to tackling the risk factors that put migrant children at risk of being removed from their families. The 2021 report by Childcare law reform highlighted that Ethnic minority parents – migrants, Travellers and Roma – were disproportionately represented in childcare proceedings.[footnoteRef:3] The issues posed in such cases included trans-national or trans-ethnic placements, children being left behind by a parent, language barriers, and cultural sensitivity. Some cases involved engagement with cultural and traditional practices like early marriage and strict parenting styles, the report recommend on the importance of Commissioning research on the reasons for and implications of a disproportionate number of children subject to care proceedings being from Traveller and ethnic minority backgrounds.[footnoteRef:4] Certainly, cultural disparities in parenting is a significant reason why migrant women are parenting in conflict with Irish parenting norms and law. There is an absence of cultural mediators to speak to the cultural difference between African and Irish culture in the law courts and present this perspective. Indeed the 2021 CCLRP Report highlighted the need for cultural sensitivities to effectively address the complexities of various cultural and traditional practices. [3:  Child Care Law Reporting Project, ‘Ripe for Reform: An Analytical Review of Three Years of Court Reporting on Child Care Proceedings’, 2021. Available at: https://www.childlawproject.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/CCLRP-Ripe-for-Reform-Report-October-2021.pdf Accessed on 28.06.022]  [4:  ibid  ] 

Article 3 and Article
the United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) to provide the family with the necessary protection and assistance to assume its responsibility as “the fundamental group of society and the natural environment for the growth and well-being of all its members and particularly children”.  It is essential that this obligation be effectively balanced with the UNCRC’s requirement that all actions concerning children by any institution, body or authority in the state be done with the best interests of the child shall be a primary consideration.”.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  UN General Assembly, Convention on the Rights of the Child, 20 November 1989, United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1577, Article 3  ] 

1. Mistrust between migrant families and state institutions
In situations where there were care orders in place, it was imperative that the parents took steps to show that they were setting infrastructures in place to make the home a harm free environment for the child. A lot of African parents expressed mistrust in the state, the court, the childcare system in total and particularly, social workers. For them, social workers were the face of the state which was taking away their beloved children for raising them the African way. This lack of trust coupled with language barrier often made it difficult for social workers to work with families in setting up such infrastructures. Thus, interim care orders were often renewed, and children were kept away from their parents longer because the parents failed to meet the required standard of childcare. In essence, the door of the courthouse became a revolving door for families who for reasons such as mistrust could not work well with the social workers and comply with the childcare standards.

It is recommended that the state supports an organisation that can provide cultural mediation between state institutions and African communities.

The Law on care orders should be reformed, in particular, section 17 of the Childcare Act 1991 be amended to provide a maximum period of care orders as family reunionification, after an interim care order is awarded is particularly difficult in the present system in reality.

2. Familial Support:
The Irish demographic has changed significantly, albeit gradual, over the last 30 decades. There is a significant proportion of children of African descent in the polity. While some children entered into Ireland as unaccompanied minors, a good number travelled to Ireland with their parents whilst others were born in Ireland by the influx of adult migrants, popularly migrant women who have settled in Ireland. When immigrants migrate into their destination country, they lose their social capital and social network which they had in their country of origin on which they could rely on for support on several issues particularly childcare.[footnoteRef:6] Thus there is a need for the state to support immigrant families to ensure that immigrant children in Ireland receive adequate care in the ideal familial environment.   [6:  Hernandez-Plaza, S., Alonso-Morillejo, E., & Pozo-Munoz, C., ’Social Support Interventions in Migrant Populations’(2006) British Journal of Social Work 39,(1) 1151-1169, 1153] 

Recommendation
Provision of country wide parental support services has proven to be an essential development that support African mothers, African parents and African families. 
3. Barriers to Access to Justice
African parents do not appear to get sufficiently orientated on the law on Childcare when they come into Ireland. While some parents attested to receiving a leafless telling advising that it is not acceptable to hit their children in Ireland, others said they received no such information. It seems to be case that a good number of African parents are learning about the law when they are already in conflict with the law from a social worker at their door. Whilst ignorance of the law is no excuse, this ignorance is resulting in familial breakdown which ultimately affects the wellbeing of the child and the protection of the right of the child to …..
Recommendation
Preparation and distribution of the Children First Act Leaflet to serve as a blueprint for new migrant parents coming into Ireland, especially mothers, coming into Ireland would be necessary proactive steps to aid integration of migrant families.
4. Childcare Services
Since childcare is essential to the development of children, it is essential that childcare services adopt culturally sensitive and appropriate techniques in order to effectively cater to families of ethnic minorities and immigrants especially those in the complicated situation of seeking asylum. [footnoteRef:7] However, the importance of African children accessing the appropriate placements was repeatedly highlighted. Taking a child from an African household often meant uprooting the child from the African community and African culture as there was a lack of African foster parents. Indeed, African mothers present at the meeting emphasised that it would be important for foster parents who take in African children to make effort to ensure the child remains in touch with the African community and African culture as much as possible by involvement in sports with African children or attending African religious institutions at least once a week. Complete removal of African children from the African community because of foster placement could lead to identity crisis within such children and other mental health challengers that come from potential othering in non-African settings.  [7:  Nicola Dolan and Catherine Sherlock, ‘Family Support through Childcare Services: Meeting the Needs of Asylum-seeking and Refugee Families’ (2010) Child Care in Practice 16(2), 147 – 165, 151] 


Recommendation
It is recommended that the government attend to the cultural piece in foster care by keeping children in contact with the African community through activities that involve engaging with community gathering in community spaces such as churches or mosques.
It is recommended that the state organise a campaign for the mobilisation for people to understand about fostering and to have more registered parents from ethnic minority communities particularly, the African parents.

5. Data Collection 
No state data collection split into ethnicity 
the Child Care (Amendment) Act 2007 changed the law by allowing access to childcare proceedings which was limited to only legal professionals or authorised personnel and reporting of childcare proceedings under the condition that the identification of the child or children remains concealed.[footnoteRef:8]  The first ever Child care report was published in 2013 wherein, it was reported that African families were 20 times more likely to be involved in the child care proceedings.[footnoteRef:9] According to the 2014 Childcare Law report, cultural differences involving members of ethnic minorities, neglect, physical chastisement were among the main reasons featured in state cases for which children were taken into state care.[footnoteRef:10] – Handicap of CLRP to collate minority data – only cases they attend. Not always documenting it. Report not always stating it. [8:  Child Care (Amendment) Act 2007]  [9:  (n 1) CCLRP 2013, 20]  [10:  Child Care Law Reporting Project, ‘Second Interim Report’, October 2014 Available at: https://www.childlawproject.ie/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Interim-report-2-Web.pdf Accessed on 28.06.022] 
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Summary of Recommendations
1. Provision of country wide parental support services has proven to be an essential development that support African mothers, African parents and African families.
2. Preparation and distribution of the Children First Act Leaflet to serve as a blueprint for new migrant parents coming into Ireland, especially mothers, coming into Ireland would be necessary proactive steps to aid integration of migrant families.
3. It is recommended that the government attend to the cultural piece in foster care by keeping children in contact with the African community through activities that involve engaging with community gathering in community spaces such as churches or mosques.
4. It is recommended that the state organise a campaign for the mobilisation for people to understand about fostering and to have more registered parents from ethnic minority communities particularly, the African parents.
5. It is recommended that the state supports an organisation that can provide cultural mediation between state institutions and African communities.
6. The Law on care orders should be reformed, in particular, section 17 of the Childcare Act 1991 be amended to provide a maximum period of care orders as family reunionification, after an interim care order is awarded is particularly difficult in the present system in reality.
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