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Madam Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
	On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, it is my pleasure to open the one hundred and thirty-second session of the Human Rights Committee, which is taking place online, with the public meetings being webcast. I pass on the regrets of Mr. Ibrahim Salama, who was unable to attend this morning and who has requested me to replace him.
Distinguished Members, 
Let me begin by expressing, on behalf of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, my deep respect and appreciation for the extraordinary work you have carried since the outbreak of the global pandemic COVID-19 throughout 2020 and 2021. The resilience, flexibility and efficiency you have shown in discharging your mandate and limiting protection gap by always keeping rights-holders on top of your priorities is indeed truly commendable. 
Despite the ever-mounting challenges of the pandemic, you have persevered in your important work. Since the outbreak of the pandemic in early 2020, the online settings of the July and October/November and March sessions, this Committee adopted 203 individual communications, four follow-up reports to concluding observations related to 16 States parties, and four follow-up reports to views related to 32 individual cases, 17 list of issues and 23 list of issues prior to reporting, General Comment 37 on the right of peaceful assembly as well as resuming your mandate under the reporting procedure by holding online constructive dialogues with the delegations of Finland and Kenya. In doing so, you have not only fulfilled your mandate, but you have championed transparency, accountability, and above all, protection of fundamental rights. 
I would like to commend your decision to continue to hold online constructive dialogues with States parties on an exceptional basis while in person meetings are not possible due to the pandemic. In this regard, I am pleased to note that you will be virtually meeting with the delegation of Togo as well as online interaction with stakeholders, including with the national human rights institution and civil society organizations as the contribution from all actors to the constructive dialogue remains a crucial element of its success.
Despite the challenges of the pandemic, you have persevered in your important work under the Optional protocol. You have been particularly mindful of that fact that behind each case, there is at least one potential victim of a human rights violation and very aware of the fact that the backlog of individual communications ready for consideration is steadily increasing. You have accepted with open mind and good spirit to test and implement new methods of work. In order to make the most effective use of the online platform, you agreed to invest more efforts into the preparation phase and review documents in advance of the session, introducing written comments and changes to the documents. You also adapted the modalities of the pre-session working groups to transcend language barriers in an innovative and inclusive way.
I am pleased to confirm that at this session you will have before you for consideration and adoption 38 communications, in addition to the three communications that had to be postponed from the March session. 
Remote work has been challenging on several fronts, as you have had to cope with time difference constraints, internet connectivity issues, technical challenges of interpretation platforms, and the lack of full accessibility and reasonable accommodation provided for persons with disabilities. I acknowledge the effort and time you spend on-line to deliver on your important mandate, without an honorarium. 

The Office is acutely aware of the need to recommence in-person sessions, as soon as the sanitary situation and travel restrictions in Switzerland allow. In this regard, I am pleased to inform you that the full 2021 budget allotment has been received, which means that there are no financial impediments to your meeting. The Office is closely following the sanitary and travel situation to understand when in-person sessions could again be possible and we undertake to keep you informed.
In-person sessions are important, not only to allow you to perform your duties comprehensively and in appropriate conditions but also to ensure that you can treat the growing backlog of the States party reports amassed over the pandemic. As of the end of May 2021, the total backlog of State party reports of all treaty bodies was at 315, which means that it has almost doubled in the last year and a half. Of similar concern is the ever-growing backlog of individual communications that are ready for an admissibility and/or merits decision by the relevant Committees.
Madam Chair,
	The 33rd annual meeting of Chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies, in which you participated took place from 7 to 11 June.  It was a timely opportunity for the Chairs to discuss strategies, building on the Chairs’ vision and statements and the report of the co-facilitators on the 2020 treaty body review process.  Issues under discussion included: (1) the development of a predictable review cycle calendar that maximizes synergies and complementarities across treaty bodies and ensures full reporting compliance, including the possibility of replacing every second review with a focused review; (2) the ongoing harmonization of working methods; and (3) the digital transition, including using new technological developments to increase efficiency, transparency and accessibility of the system.

No doubt Madame Chair you will be updating the Committee further on this issue.
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
You have four busy weeks ahead of you, made all the more challenging by the fact that you are working in different time zones.  Once more, allow me to reiterate my appreciation, and that of the Office, for your flexibility and commitment to upholding the standards enshrined in the Covenant.
I wish you a successful session.
Thank you.
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