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This report was prepared for submission to the United Nations’ Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) for the review of Cyprus during its 89 (PSWG) Pre-Sessional Working Group (19 Feb 2024 - 23 Feb 2024). 
Greek Helsinki Monitor (GHM), founded in 1993, monitors, publishes, lobbies, and litigates on human and minority rights and anti-discrimination issues in Greece and, from time to time, in other European countries.
GHM jointly with other NGOs has submitted a report to CEDAW for its 87 Session (29 Jan 2024 - 16 Feb 2024) available on the CEDAW website.
Therein GHM reported that “The Hellenic Society of Obstetrics and Gynecology’s ongoing two-year study showed in 2023 that 58% of the births in Greece occur by caesarean section.” which, as CEDAW wrote “placed the State party as one of the countries with the highest prevalence of caesarean sections performed without medical necessity worldwide.”
CEDAW is requested to note that the same problematic situation exists in Cyprus. Official Ministry of Health data for 2021 indicate that 58,9% of the births in Cyprus occur by caesarean section
https://www.philenews.com/kipros/koinonia/article/1302107/psila-ta-pososta-kesarikon-ke-proorotitas-stin-kipro/?fbclid=IwAR0YHdNeFeRLEnaZ9osjuiX8ZqSdGWM8w8eW8DiLHGBjPCjgcFZTsl7vjPw. Hence, CEDAW is requested to include in the LOIPR for Cyprus a similar one with the one included in the LOIPR for Greece “Please provide information on measures taken to reduce excessive reliance on C-sections, including by training medical personnel on natural birth and introducing stricter controls on the use of C-sections.”
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