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Committee on the Rights of the Child – 96th session
Opening of the session, 6 May 2024

UNICEF statement

Madam Chair, dear Committee members, dear colleagues, 

As always, I am delighted to see you all again for this new session. At a time when children’s rights are deliberately pushed back, blatantly violated, seen as applying only to some, or simply ignored, the role and work of the Committee is more important than ever. We are therefore deeply concerned with the impact of the UN liquidity crisis, including the cancellation of the pre-session, on the Committee’s essential capacity to adequately monitor children’s rights across the world. 

Today I will share updates of UNICEF’s work of direct relevance to the Committee that took place since the last session, as well as some of the trends that we observe. 

At the March session of the HRC, children’s rights continued to be at the center of entrenched disagreements between States. Of 34 resolutions presented during the session, the resolution on the rights of the child was the only one that received so-called hostile amendments, an indication of the highly sensitive nature of the matter. Contention centered around (1) the perceived tension between children’s independent status as rights-holders and the role of parents in providing guidance to their children, (2) notions of children’s autonomy, participation and empowerment, seen as threatening traditional, patriarchal family structures and societal status quo.

We advocated with member States throughout the session, through statements on a variety of themes and country situations, participation in panel discussions and side-events, and support to the drafting of some key resolutions. I am pleased to report that, during these debates, States promoting a rights-based approach heavily relied on the statement of the CRC Committee on article 5 developed last year for this very purpose.   

As you know, the recognition of children’s civil and political rights faces active pushback at the HRC, with some States questioning the fact that children hold this category of rights. To contribute awareness-raising and advocate for these particular rights, we organized an event on children’s right to freedom of peaceful assembly together with the Committee, the EU, Uruguay, Switzerland, and UNODC. We were grateful to have the Committee’s Chair speak in that event, along with the SRSG VAC, the SR on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and associations and child and youth advocates from the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Ecuador, France, and Thailand. Our report Free & Safe to Protest was launched at the event. 

It is also worth mentioning that the first ever UN resolution on the human rights of intersex persons was presented at the HRC (and adopted), giving rise to intense deliberations around the issue of gender.  Children’s right to bodily autonomy was central to the debates, particularly children’s capacity to give full, free, and informed consent to surgery and other medical procedures aimed at making their appearance conform to binary sex stereotypes. You will be pleased to know that relevant jurisprudence from the Committee and other treaty bodies was a central point of reference to during the debates. 

We very much welcome and strongly support the Committee’s decision to focus its new General Comment on children’s access to justice and right to remedy. While the theme is at the core of what it means for children to be rights holders, it has so far suffered both misunderstanding and lack of attention from the child rights community. The new General Comment is an ideal opportunity to address and redress these gaps, and we are pleased to directly support these efforts, including by hiring a consultant who will assist the Committee throughout the process. 

In the months to come, UNICEF offices in different regions will organize national and regional consultations with governmental and non-governmental actors, as well as focus group discussions with children to ensure that their views are duly reflected in the GC. We have prepared guidance in this respect, that is currently being reviewed by the Committee’s Working Group and once approved will be shared with civil society organisations interested in also conducting such consultations. 

We were pleased also to co-sponsor the Conference celebrating the 10th anniversary of the OPIC in Leiden last month. We continue to promote the ratification of the third OP, with a focus on a selected number of States that we believe are close to ratifying. 

I will end with quick updates of our internal efforts to sharpen UNICEF’s rights-based identity: (1) Over the past couple of months, guidance for UNICEF programming in country has been reviewed to reflect a human rights-based approach more explicitly, and a week-long training on this guidance was just completed for UNICEF colleagues from across all regions and multiple country contexts. Capacity-building efforts on the human rights-based approach to programming will continue to be rolled out in UNICEF over coming months; (2) An online, mandatory training course for all staff is under development and scheduled for launching by the end of the year; (3) a Global Child Rights Advocacy Strategy, including to reassert the independent status of children as full rights-holders is also under development and expected to be finalized within the next quarter.

Finally, last but not least, the online guidance on child rights legislative reform that we have developed with the University of Leiden is now finalized and the website – hosted by Leiden – is expected to go live next week. We hope that this will constitute useful guidance for all States seeking to bring their national legal framework in line with the CRC. 

On that note, we wish you all a productive session and look forward to interacting closely in the coming weeks. 

Thank you. 
image1.png
unicef@® | for every child




