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Mme. Chairperson,

Distinguished Members of the Committee,

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the 63rd session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child, on behalf of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.  
In particular, I would like to welcome to Geneva the newly elected members: Ms. Amal Aldoseri; Ms. Sara Oviedo Fierro; Ms. Olga Khazova; Mr. Benyam Dawit Mezmur; Ms. Yasmeen Muhamad Shariff; Mr. Wanderlino Nogueira Neto; Ms. Maria Rita Parsi; and Ms. Renate Winter. I would also like to congratulate Mr. Peter Guran for his re-election. 
Allow me to begin by conveying the congratulations of the High Commissioner for Human Rights as well as the Director of the Treaties Division for your adoption of new Rules of procedure which reflect the Guiding Principles on the independence and impartiality of the members of the treaty bodies. This is a clear demonstration of how seriously you undertake your duties as members of this Committee, individually and collectively. I would also like to welcome the adoption during last session of the Committee of four General Comments, namely on: the best interests of the child; the right to health; State obligations regarding the impact of the business sector on child rights; and the right to leisure, play and culture. These General Comments, in addition to the thirteen already issued, will contribute to shedding substantial clarity on the provisions of the Convention and how they should be implemented. 

In addition, your adoption during the last session of new rules of procedure for the third Optional Protocol was a crucial step forward towards allowing children to claim and enforce their rights. The Committee is thus ready to face the eventual entry into force of the third Optional Protocol to the Convention, which to date, has been ratified by four states with more having announced an intention to ratify. 
Allow me now to update you briefly on some recent developments of relevance to your work.    

Treaty body strengthening process
The Co-facilitators of the Intergovernmental Process on the strengthening of the treaty body system, the Ambassadors of Iceland and Indonesia to the United Nations in New York, conducted a series of informal consultations with a view to ending the process in June. They began in New York in February and continued in April, followed by a mission to Geneva by the Co-facilitators, where they briefed Member States, treaty bodies in session and civil society on the strengthening process, and held a new round of informals, which took place in New York on 6-8 May. Additionally, the Chairpersons of the treaty bodies held their annual meeting last week in New York. I believe that it was a most useful string of events that enabled the negotiating States, the Co-Facilitators, and Committee Chairpersons to hear directly from each other about where the process should lead. Your current Vice-chairperson, Mr. Hatem Kotrane, was in New York and will update you later this morning on this meeting. 
The issues discussed included documentation and conference services, the simplified reporting procedure, webcasting and videoconferencing, and the nomination and election process. The Co-facilitators have emphasized that any savings made in the final outcome should be reinvested in the treaty body system and capacity building. There is also a general understanding steadily emerging that addressing the challenges of the treaty body system is not a cost reduction or cost-neutral exercise and that additional regular budget resources will need to be invested and that this investment should seek to address the problems structurally and not just seek to eliminate the backlog. The one proposal, however, that is the subject of the greatest attention remains the Comprehensive Reporting Calendar. Several counter-proposals are now in circulation. The challenge is to reconcile them, without compromising on the basic principles of regular reviews of States parties through full compliance with their reporting obligations.
The Co-facilitators highly valued the contribution of human rights treaty body experts to the thematic discussions. In this regard, you too will have a possibility to engage in this process by holding a videolink consultation with the Co-facilitators next week. 
Human Rights Council
I would also like to provide you with some information concerning child rights developments at the Human Rights Council. As you may know, there were a number of initiatives related to children rights at the 22nd session of the Council last March. 

1) Resolution 22/32 on the right of the child to the highest attainable standard of health was adopted by consensus. The final resolution invites the World Health Organization to prepare a study on mortality of children under 5 years of age as a human rights concern before the twenty-fourth session of the Human Rights Council in September. It also invites OHCHR to prepare a report on "access to justice for children”, and decides that this will be the theme of focus for the next annual day of discussion on children rights at the Council.

2) Resolution 22/11 on the human rights of children of parents sentenced to death penalty or executed requests OHCHR to organize a panel discussion on this subject and to liaise with States, relevant United Nations bodies, agencies, treaty bodies, special procedures and regional human rights mechanisms, as well as with civil society, including non-governmental organizations, and national human rights institutions, with a view to ensuring their contribution to the panel discussion; 

3) Resolution 22/7 on birth registration requests OHCHR to prepare a report on legal, administrative, economic, physical and any other barriers to access to universal birth registration and possession of documentary proof of birth, as well as on good practices adopted by States in fulfilling their obligation to ensure birth registration, and to submit it to the Human Rights Council at its twenty-seventh session.


OHCHR will liaise with the Committee on the Rights of the Child on all this different initiatives.
Post-2015 agenda
At the moment there is a great debate surrounding the Post-2015 development agenda which has an impact also on children’s rights. Civil society groups are calling for the future development agenda to be underpinned by human rights principles. Equality matters, participation matters, and neither will happen by themselves unless development is supported by a strong accountability framework, they remind us. While it remains to be seen whether it will be reflected in the final adopted post-2015 agenda, a clearer focus on human rights has been called for across all 11 global thematic consultations, all of which are relevant for children’s rights. The Chairpersons last week in New York have seized on the occasion to pronounce themselves on this by issuing a strong statement explaining why it is essential.
Budget Crisis

As you are aware, the United Nations and OHCHR are facing budgetary constraints.  We are unfortunately anticipating system-wide cuts of 100 million USD in the regular budget of the UN Secretariat for the 2014-2015 biennium, of which 4.5 million USD will likely be drawn from OHCHR’s regular budget.   

Despite the fact that 70 per cent of these cuts must be in staff costs, I am pleased to inform you that the CRC secretariat, which is already under-staffed, will not be further affected by these measures at this point in time.  However, while the Office will continue to do its utmost to provide the best possible servicing to the treaty bodies, it seems inevitable that we all have to make adjustments.  The treaty bodies are being asked to further rationalize their working methods and practices in the light of the above.  We must continue to seek cost-saving measures, which would not affect the quality of your work. 
Survey

I would personally like to thank you for taking part in the survey that was sent last December related to your level of satisfaction with the support of the secretariat.  Forty-five out of 172 experts completed the survey which, given the busy end-of-year period, we consider to be quite a good response rate.  The Division was pleased that 83.7 percent of respondents rated secretariat support either satisfactory or very satisfactory, while at the same time some very constructive suggestions for improvements were also received.  A similar survey will be sent out at the end of this year and we hope that as many of you as possible will provide us with this important feedback.  

Chair and Bureau

Finally, allow me to express my appreciation for the work of the outgoing Bureau of the Committee, particularly the Chairperson, Mr. Jean Zermatten, under whose leadership the Committee has made great advances in many areas. Today you will elect a new Chairperson and a new Bureau who will take over for the next two years. Considering the growing authority of the Chairperson and Bureau in an increasingly complex context and workload, which may soon be enriched with the entry into force of an individual communications procedure, there is no doubt that the election that you now embark upon will be one of the most important acts of the present session. 
With that, allow me to conclude by saying that we look forward to seeing a most successful and productive 63rd session of the Committee unfold. It will be as intense as others, with the review scheduled of some 12 reports submitted under the Convention and its Optional Protocols. Let me not delay any further the Committee getting on its order of the day. 
Thank you, Mme. Chairperson.
__________________
