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The Cuban Association of the United Nations (ACN), founded in May 1947, is a non-profit, non-governmental organization, which has in its membership with individuals and legal entities (individual and collective partners), which coordinates and works with organizations of Cuban civil society, to which they are affiliated 103 of the associative environment and more than 300 natural persons, genuinely interested in knowing and participating in the management of the United Nations Organization. The ACNU has special consultative status with the ECOSOC since 1999; it is affiliated with the Department of Public Information. It is member of the World Federation of Associations of the United Nations (WFUNA) and belongs to its Executive Committee since 2003 and to the NGO Conference in consultative relation with the United Nations (CoNGO), has observer status with the Framework Convention of the United Nations on Climate Change and the Convention of Fight against Desertification, is a member of the International Network of Organizations against Desertification (RIOD).
It has within its mission to promote knowledge and understanding of the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and international law in Cuban society; to make known the nature, the functioning of the UN in Cuban society; to carry out educational actions in society in favor of a culture of peace, solidarity, social justice, and international cooperation among people, without distinction of race, gender, language or religion. To carry out its work, it has 7 commissions: Culture and Education; Environment and Sustainable Development; Work issues; Youth Affairs; Press and Communications; Health Affairs and Economic and Financial Affairs.
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1. The Cuban Association of the United Nations, wishes to express its pleasure at the presentation of periodic reports 19 to 21 of the Republic of Cuba (CERD / C / CUB / 19-21), which demonstrates the willingness to comply with the commitments assumed in the matter of human rights and that it is precisely in the year in which it turns 130 years of the abolition of slavery in our country.
2. The Association wishes to contribute in relation to recommendation number 24 that the Committee made to the periodic reports (CERD/C/CUB / 14-18), presented by the Republic of Cuba in 2011. 
3. For the preparation of this report, the Association was part of the Inter-institutional Group, coordinated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in which representatives of the organs and agencies of the Central Administration of the State, Cuban civil society organizations, and other actors participated; a practice that seems to us very appropriate, as a mechanism to assess compliance and the implementation of the Convention in our country.
4. During the period that has elapsed since the previous report and up to the one that is being considered on this occasion, it is necessary to recognize that we have kept an exchange in which we have had the support of authorities from both the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in relation to the promotion and dissemination of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Declaration and the Durban Program of Action, as well as the actions and activities for the Year and the Decade of Afro-descendants.
5. Prominent and recognized Cuban researchers and representatives of organizations have been invited to be part of round tables, panels and meetings of organizations of Cuban civil society, where the theme of racial discrimination has been discussed.       

______________________________
    Hereinafter Association

The activities carried out have been aimed at awareness-raising work with emphasis on the cultural aspect in its broadest sense.

6. Between 2011 and 2016, we have carried out joint activities with civil society organizations and other Cuban entities, on the occasion of world days against racial discrimination, for the cultural diversity, and human rights, among which we have to mention the Ministry of Culture, the Cuban National Commission of UNESCO and the Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean of UNESCO, in which the National Folkloric Ensemble and Yoruba Andabó group have participated, among others.

7. In April 2013, the Association convened an on-line debate forum on Human Rights in Cuba, in which the theme of discrimination was discussed and in which took part panelists representing the Union of Jurists of Cuba, the Federation of Cuban Women, the Union of Writers and Artists of Cuba, and the Council of Churches of Cuba.

8. The Association participates in the forums and events organized by other entities such as those of the Cuban Chapter of the Regional Articulation Afro-descendants of Latin America and the Caribbean (ARAAC) and the José Antonio Aponte Commission of the Union of Writers and Artists of Cuba, as well those of the Cuban Interreligious Platform.

9. The celebration of the United Nations Models in 5 universities in the country (Pinar del Río, Havana, Matanzas, Villa Clara and Santiago de Cuba), which fundamental objective is to encourage university students to study the system of The UN and International Law, has allowed several hundred young university students to incorporate into this scientific event the themes of racial discrimination, trafficking of persons, especially themes related to the implementation of the Convention.

10. The Association wishes to acknowledge the participation it has had in the discussion of important documents such as the Guidelines for the Economic and Social Policy of the Revolution, as well as in the process of debate on the Conceptualization of the Cuban social economic model of socialist development and the National plan of economic and social development until 2030: proposal of vision of the nation, axes and strategic sectors, which have been submitted to popular consultation. And in which it is contemplated as part of the principles that sustain the Cuban model in its paragraph 68 "The moral and legal recognition of equality of rights and duties of citizenship and the guarantees to make them effective with equity, inclusion and social justice, expressed in equal opportunities, and the confrontation with all forms of discrimination by skin color, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, disability, territorial and national origin, religious beliefs, age and any other distinction that is harmful to human dignity. "

 The ACNU also wishes to share its opinion about those that it considers today challenges and challenges that the Cuban State has ahead in order to achieve a fairer, more inclusive and equitable society possible and that as the historical leader of the Cuban Revolution, Fidel Castro Ruz, acknowledged since the own year 1959: "The problem of racial discrimination is, unfortunately, one of the most complex and difficult problems that the Revolution has to address…”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Fragments of the appearance of Fidel Castro, Commander in Chief of; on Channel 12 of the Television. Havana, March 25, 1959. (Stenographic versions of the Prime Minister's Offices):] 


1. It seems to us that the commendable work carried out by the National Group in charge of facilitating follow-up on the recommendations of the Committee, coordinated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, should continue its work once the country review is concluded, as a good practice in which we are involved and participate the different actors of the Cuban society as a whole.
2. Taking into account that the blockade policy imposed by United States of America against our people continues to be the greatest obstacle to achieving our social development, we urge the Cuban government to continue guaranteeing equal opportunities among whites, blacks and mestizos, fundamentally evidenced in the economic sphere, with the continuity in the implementation of multi sectorial public policies aimed at eradicating any type of discrimination.

3. Continue advancing in the promotion and diversification of the public debate against racism and racial discrimination, using the media, as well as the various spaces of community participation that exist. 

4. Work must continue to be carried out to collect data and statistics that contribute to the design and implementation of existing public policies, programs, actions, etc.

The way in which we have been articulating all of us, both the government authorities and civil society organizations and social actors in order to eradicate the manifestations of racial discrimination that may persist in the behavior of people, is the result of the will of a deeply humanist and revolutionary social project that decided to fight for a destiny different from the one that many of its children had in 1959 when the Revolution triumphed.

The Cuban Association of the United Nations reiterates its commitment to promote all human rights for all, without distinction of race or creed.
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