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SURINAME
In view of the 113th Session of the Human Rights Committee, the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty (WCADP), would like to communicate several points concerning the situation of the death penalty in Suriname.
Death penalty
1. The last execution in Suriname took place on March 13, 1982 and was carried out under a decree introduced two days earlier. This decree empowered military courts to sentence Sergeant Major Wilfred Hawker to death on charges of “attempting to overthrow the military government,” and was rescinded ten days after his execution. This infamous trial and execution is not considered a judicial execution by present Surinamese authorities and journalists, who report 1927 as the year of the last known execution. 

2. Suriname decided to make abolition of the death penalty one of the innovations of the new Criminal Code which is under review by the National Assembly. The Council of Ministers drafted a bill regarding the revision of the first part of the Criminal Code in May 2009, providing for the abolition of the death penalty and a corresponding increase of the maximum sentence of imprisonment to 30 years. The bill was approved by the National Assembly on June 13, 2009. However, the death penalty is still on the books in Suriname, indicating that the revision of the second and third parts of the Criminal Code has not yet been completed.
3. During the annual general meeting of the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty in Puerto Rico in June 2014, the Vice-Chair of the National Assembly, Ruth Wijdenbosch, said that the country will soon abolish the death penalty: "We are convinced that this bill will be adopted," said Wijdenbosch, stressing that the abolition had bi-partisan support.
4. Suriname accepted the recommendations to abolish the death penalty and ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR during its UPR in 2011. Suriname further demonstrated its commitment as regards abolition of the death penalty by voting in favor of the UN General Assembly resolution for a moratorium on the use of the death penalty in 2014 for the first time.
5. However, as of 1st January 2015, Suriname has yet to adopt the new Criminal Code. The World Coalition thus urges Suriname to abolish the death penalty in its legislation, including by adopting a new Criminal Code and Military Penal Code and by ratifying the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR as soon as possible.
The World Coalition Against the Death Penalty (WCADP) gathers over 160 members: human rights organizations, professional associations and local authorities on the five continents who have united to campaign for the universal abolition of the death penalty. It was founded in 2002 in Rome. Its actions include the World Day Against the Death Penalty, a ratification campaign of the United Nations Protocol aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, and a campaign for the implementation of the UNGA moratorium resolution.
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