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The International Disability Alliance (IDA) has prepared the following suggestions for the concluding observations, based on references to persons with disabilities to be found in the Committee’s 45th Session state report on Uruguay.  

URUGUAY

Uruguay ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 2 November 2009.

References to persons with disabilities:

State Report
50.
The PROCLADIS programme for people with disabilities provides training (as administrative assistants, telephone operators, service workers and fruit pickers and packers for citrus farms) under an agreement with the Christian Youth Association, a non-profit organization.  There is also a specific job placement programme for blind people, run by agreement with the Braille Foundation.  Act No. 16.095 provides that no fewer than 4 per cent of State vacancies, nationally and departmentally, must be filled by people with disabilities, with equal rights and obligations under the labour laws applicable to public sector employment.  Act No. 17.266 establishes compatibility between public and private sector employment and the pension provided under the social security system.

13.
Mental health

312.  Historically, some of the biggest mental health problems in Uruguay have been (and continue to be):  massive marginalization of the mentally ill, with declining standards of care and disregard for the dignity of patients, their families, the community and health personnel; and huge delays in incorporating psychosocial and psychotherapy resources into public services and IAMC.  The Ministries of Public Health and Social Development are currently emphasizing action to tackle these problems.  For instance, in recent years, they have worked on documenting a number of people who have been institutionalized and abandoned by their families.

321.  Work is currently under way with civil society on updating the 1934 Act by drafting a bill on mental health as a human right, under which institutionalization would be a therapeutic last resort.

335.  Primary education consists of six grades and is compulsory.  In urban and suburban schools, four hours of classes are taught daily from Monday to Friday, totalling some 180 days a year.  Each group or class has one teacher.  Pupils are taught music and as of 2009 also have teachers of physical education, dance, manual skills, etc.  The primary education curriculum for urban schools uses a general teaching methodology and an active teaching approach.  Rural education is governed by a basic common curriculum, contextualized to meet local needs.  Classes for adults (aged over 15) who are illiterate or have not completed their schooling are also taught.  Pupils with disabilities receive special education.

Children with disabilities

349.  Excluding children with disabilities from the normal school system creates severe difficulties for their social integration.  Public schools can be gradually transformed to provide inclusive education.  Local governments must also be urged to comply with the different norms on permitting access by people with disabilities to different public and private buildings and the enjoyment of public spaces.

Recommendations from IDA :

· To monitor and ensure implementation of programmes on training and employment to guarantee that persons with disabilities have equal opportunities in access to labour market and are protected from all forms of discrimination in the employment.

· To adopt urgent measures to eliminate marginalisation by disability, in particular, discrimination against persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities.
· To ensure that the 1934 Mental Health Act is repealed and that no new law is passed authorizing institutionalization or compulsory treatment in mental health facilities, to comply with the CRPD and with the standards articulated by the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture, finding that forced or coerced psychiatric interventions and institutionalization may constitute torture or ill-treatment (UN Doc. A/63/175).
· To ensure that any laws that may exist which permit interdiction or involuntary confinement / institutionalisation on the basis of disability are repealed in order to give effect to Articles 12, 14, 17 and 25 of the CRPD.

· To adopt an inclusive education strategy to increase the school attendance of children with disabilities in the regular education system. 
