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Madam Chair, distinguished members of the Committee, representatives of civil society,
Thank you for giving the Lithuanian delegation the opportunity to participate in this constructive dialogue here in Geneva.
We are convinced that the achievements we have shared with you during this session demonstrate Lithuania’s steady progress in the field of disability rights. Building on this progress, we are committed to further strengthening our efforts to advance the rights of persons with disabilities. 
Lithuania therefore supports the objective endorsed at the Second World Summit for Social Development in Doha last year: to build more inclusive, just, and resilient societies and to consistently implement the principles of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities across all areas of public policy.
The world is increasingly affected by fires, floods, wars, and other crises. These crises test not only infrastructure and institutions, but also our ability to protect people. The way persons with disabilities live in such circumstances says much about the resilience, solidarity, and preparedness of our societies in facing future challenges.
It is becoming increasingly clear that we cannot speak of sustainable development without including persons with disabilities. Only a society in which every individual can fully participate in decision-making, education, employment, and independent living can truly be considered sustainable, just, and resilient. Such a society is also safer, because none of its members are left behind.
We will continue to regard the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities as an important part of our national agenda, requiring sustained attention, political commitment, and close cooperation with civil society.
We would like to thank the Committee members for the considerable time and effort devoted to the review of Lithuania’s report, and for their careful consideration of the national context in which the Convention is being implemented.
Due to time constraints, we were unable to respond to all the questions and comments raised by the distinguished Committee members during the consideration of Lithuania’s report. I assure you that we have carefully taken note of your observations, recommendations, and suggestions.
We value and welcome the contributions of the Independent Monitoring Mechanism and civil society organizations, particularly organizations representing persons with disabilities, to the work of the Committee. The information and recommendations they provide are an important part of this dialogue and help us better understand the challenges that remain.
From this dialogue, we take away not only recommendations, but also valuable insights for our future work.
I would like to express my gratitude to the Committee Secretariat for its professional organization of this process and for its assistance throughout.
And, of course, I would like to sincerely thank the interpreters for their excellent work.
Thank you.
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