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Intersex Genital Mutilation in Poland

Dear Committee on the Rights of the Child
As demonstrated below, also in Poland, all typical forms of IGM practices persist, advocated and practised in public and University Children’s Hospitals and paid for by the State party via the public health system (Narodowy Fundusz Zdrowia). Further, there are no legal protections, no data collection, and the Government fails to act.
If still possible, we would therefore like to urge the Committee to raise IGM in Poland under harmful practices, and to urge the State party to adopt a legal prohibition to protect intersex children from harmful practices, to ensure access to justice, redress and rehabilitation for IGM survivors, and to provide families with intersex children with adequate counselling and support.
Thank you for your consideration and kind regards,
Daniela Truffer & Markus Bauer (StopIGM.org / Zwischengeschlecht.org)
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Same as there counterparts in Czechia and Switzerland, the Polish Urological Association (“Polskie Towarzystwo Urologiczne”) endorses the 2021 Guidelines of the European Association of Urology (EAU),[footnoteRef:1] which include the current ESPU/EAU “Paediatric Urology” Guidelines 2021[footnoteRef:2] of the European Society for Paediatric Urology (ESPU) and the European Association of Urology (EAU) which promote all forms of IGM practices, in particular IGM 3: “removal of testes”,[footnoteRef:3] IGM 2: partial clitoris amputation on young children based on “social and emotional conditions” and substituted decision-making by “parents and caregivers implicitly act[ing] in the best interest of their children”,[footnoteRef:4] and IGM 1: “The age at surgery for primary hypospadias repair is usually 6-18 (24) months.” [footnoteRef:5] [1:  	https://uroweb.org/guidelines/endorsement/ ]  [2:  	https://uroweb.org/wp-content/uploads/EAU-Guidelines-on-Paediatric-Urology-2021-1.pdf ]  [3:  	For details and relevant quotes, see 2020 CRC Czechia NGO Report (for Session), p. 7-8, 
http://intersex.shadowreport.org/public/2020-CRC-Czechia-NGO-Zwischengeschlecht-Intersex-IGM.pdf ]  [4:  	For details and relevant quotes, see ibid., p. 10]  [5:  	For details and relevant quotes, see ibid., p. 12] 

./.
Accordingly, regarding IGM 3, a 2016 medical presentation from the Cracow University Children’s Hospital (“Uniwersytecki Szpital Dziecięcy w Krakowie”) states:[footnoteRef:6] [6:  	Michal Wolnicki, PhD, Janusz Sulislawski, MD, Barbara Dobrowolska-Glazar, PhD, Ireneneusz Honkisz, MD (2016), P105 DISORDERS OF SEX DEVELOPMENT - LAPAROSCOPY MANAGEMENT IN PATIENTS WITH DIFFERENT TYPE OF DSD DISORDERS, IPEG 2016, p. 102, 
https://www.ipeg.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/IPEG2016_FinalProgram_FINALWEBLONG.pdf ] 

“In our Clinic we performed 17 laparoscopies between 2002 and 2015 in patients with DSD disorders. Four patients with a 46 XY karyotype have bilateral cryptorchidism and Peristent Mullerian Duct Syndrome /PMDS/. In all of this patients Mullerian Duct Remnant /MDR/ were removed out. In 13 patients with DSD problems were performed diagnostic laparoscopy. Among them, 5 were diagnostic laparoscopy including gonadal biopsy, and 8 were therapeutic laparoscopy with gonadal resection.”
Regarding IGM 2, a 2019 medical presentation from the Cracow University Children’s Hospital (“Uniwersytecki Szpital Dziecięcy w Krakowie”) states:[footnoteRef:7] [7:  	Barbara DOBROWOLSKA-GLAZAR, Anna GUZIK, Ireneusz HONKISZ, Janusz SULISŁAWSKI, Katarzyna TYRAWA, Michał WOLNICKI, Rafał CHRZAN (2019), S9-1 (LO): SEXUAL FUNCTION AND QUALITY OF LIFE IN ADULT PATIENTS WITH CONGENITAL ADRENAL HYPERPLASIA, ESPU 2019, https://www.espu.org/olas/abstract_view.php?mid=16&sid=9poland-saudi-arabia-spain_30th%20ESPU%20Congress%20-%20Lyon,%20France%20-%202019%20-%20S9/%20DSD.pdf  ] 

“Fifty adult patients who had genitoplasty in childhood were identified and 9 (18%) agreed to participate in the study (mean age -30.6 years). Mean age at operation was 5.4 years and mean follow-up was 10.9 years.”
Regarding IGM 1, a 2019 medical presentation from the Warsaw Children’s Hospital (“Warszawski Szpital dla Dzieci SPZOZ”) states:[footnoteRef:8] [8:  	Jerzy CZYŻ (2019), VD-19: PREPUTIAL RECONSTRUCTION IN DISTAL HYPOSPADIAS REPAIR - A NEW TECHNIQUE, ESPU 2019, https://www.espu.org/olas/abstract_view.php?mid=16&sid=29poland-usa-hypospadias_30th%20ESPU%20Congress%20-%20Lyon,%20France%20-%202019%20-%20VD/%20VIDEO%20DISPLAY.pdf ] 

“The aim of the hypospadias repair is to restore the normal appearance of the penis. […] A total number of 562 boys aged from 6 months to 12 years underwent one-stage hypospadias repair with full foreskin reconstruction. TIP, Thiersch-Duplay, Mathieu and Beck procedures were used in 454[,] 88, 6 and 14 cases respectively. […] distal hypospadias may be regarded as mostly cosmetic defect […].”
Further, Polish University Hospitals participate in international medical networks promoting IGM practices. Namely, the Medical University of Gdańsk (“Gdański Uniwersytet Medyczny”) participates in the European Union “Network Urogenital Diseases” a.k.a. “eUROGEN”, listing as “Thematic areas of expertise: Complex genital reconstructions (DSDs) […] Posterior hypospadias”.[footnoteRef:9] Also, the Medical University of Lodz (“Uniwersytet Medyczny w Łodzi”)[footnoteRef:10] and the Warsaw Children’s Memorial Health Institute (IPCZD) (“Instytut ‘Pomnik-Centrum Zdrowia Dziecka’”)[footnoteRef:11] participate in the EU study group “dsd-LIFE” specialising in “disorders in sex development (DSD)”. [9:  	https://eurogen-ern.eu/our-members/full-members/ 
See also Open Letter of Concern to 6th I-DSD 2017, DSDnet, eUROGEN, Endo-ERN, DSD-Life and Affiliates, https://stopigm.org/public/Open_Letter_I-DSD_Copenhagen_2017.pdf ]  [10:  	https://www.dsd-life.eu/the-group/consortium/medical-university-of-lodz/index.html ]  [11:  	https://www.dsd-life.eu/the-group/consortium/childrens-memorial-health-institute/index.html ] 
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