

Appendix One: Abbreviations

AISA


Approved Information Sharing Agreement

ACC


Accident Compensation Corporation

ASD


Autism Spectrum Disorder

ASEAN

Association of South East Asian Nations

BORA


Bill of Rights Act 1990

BPAG


Bullying Prevention Advisory Group

BPS


Better Public Service Results

CAPPE

Children’s Action Plan Programme Executive

CDA


Child Disability Allowance

CoCA


Care of Children Act 2004

CYF


Child, Youth and Family

CYMRC

Child and Youth Mortality Review Committee

CYP&F Act

Children, Young Persons and Their Families Act 1989

DIA


Department of Internal Affairs

DHB


District Health Board

ECE


Early Childhood Education

ERO


Education Review Office

EU


European Union

FCA


Flexible Childcare Assistance

FDR


Family Dispute Resolution

FGC


Family Group Conferences

FGM


Female Genital Mutilation

GCAP


Guaranteed Childcare Assistance Payment

GDP


Gross Domestic Profit

GFC


Global Financial Crisis

GP


General Practitioner

HIV


Human Immunodeficiency Virus

HLFS


Household Labour Force Survey

HPA


Health Promotion Agency

HRA


Human Rights Act 1993

ICCPR

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

IECB


Inclusive Education Capability Building

ILO


International Labour Organisation

INC


Infant Nutrition Council

INZ


Immigration New Zealand

IPCA


Independent Police Conduct Authority

IRD


Department of Inland Revenue

LBGTI

Lesbian, bisexual, gay, transgender and intersex

LMC


Lead Maternity Carer

MHP


Māori Health Plan

MoE


Ministry of Education

MoH


Ministry of Health

MoJ


Ministry of Justice

MSD


Ministry of Social Development

MYD


Ministry of Youth Development

NCEA


National Certificate of Educational Achievement

NEET


Not engaged in Education, Employment or Training

NGO


Non-Government Organisation

NPM


National Preventative Mechanism

NZ


New Zealand

NZDF


New Zealand Defence Force

NZSL


New Zealand Sign Language

N4L


Network for Learning

OB


Orphan’s Benefit

OCC


Office of the Children’s Commissioner

ODA


Overseas Development Assistance

OECD 

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development 

OPAC 

Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict

OPSC


Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and 


Child Pornography

ORS


Ongoing Resourcing Scheme

OSCAR

Out of School Care and Recreation

PB4L


Positive Behaviour for Learning Plan

PHO


Primary Health Organisation

PLD


Professional Learning Development

PSO


Police Safety Orders

RSB


Refugee Status Branch

SCI


Specialist Child Witness Interviewers

SIDS


Sudden Infant Death Syndrome

SPBEQ

Secretariat for the Pacific Board of Education Quality

SRH


Sexual and Reproductive Health

SSB DCEs

Social Sector Board Deputy Chief Executives

SUDI


Sudden Unexpected Death of an Infant

SuPERU

Families Commission/SuPERU

TPK


Te Puni Kōkiri (Ministry of Māori Affairs)

TPU


Teen Parent Units

UCB


Unsupported Child’s Benefit

UNCROC

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

UNESCO

United Nations Education, Scientific and Cultural Organisation

UNICEF

United Nations Children’s Fund

UNODC

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

UPR


Universal Periodic Review

ViKI


Vulnerable Kids’ Information System 

VIP


Violence Intervention Programme

VCB


Vulnerable Children’s Board

WCTO

Well Child / Tamariki Ora Services

YCAP


The Youth Crime Action Plan

YP


Youth Payment

YPP


Young Parent Payment

YWiSS

Youth Workers in Secondary Schools



Appendix Two: Glossary

Aiga (Samoan): Family.

Accident Compensation Corporation (ACC): ACC provides comprehensive, no-fault personal injury cover for all New Zealand residents and visitors to New Zealand.

Asian (ethnic group): people who identify with an Asian ethnicity (for example, Chinese, Indian, Korean), with or without other ethnicities. An ethnic Indian who was born and raised in Fiji will usually be classified as Asian, unless self-reported as Pacific.  

Benefit: a non-repayable grant paid by the state to individuals, usually at regular intervals, to provide them with financial support. Examples are the Jobseeker Support, and Sole Parent Support for those who are unable to work due to caregiving responsibilities for children. Most benefits in New Zealand are paid through Work and Income.  

Better Public Service Results (BPS): The BPS Results are a set of 10 challenging targets set by Government in 2012 for the public sector to achieve before 2017.

Census: a five-yearly survey of every individual and every household in New Zealand collecting a range of demographic and indicator data.  

Child/children: those aged 0 to 12 years.

Child, Youth and Family (CYF): Child, Youth and Family is New Zealand’s agency for the statutory care and protection of children and young people.

Decile: Deciles are a way in which the Ministry of Education allocates additional funding to schools to enable them to overcome the barriers to learning facing student from low socio-economic households. A decile is a 10% grouping, there are 10 deciles and around 10% of schools are in each decile. A school’s decile rating indicates the extent to which it draws its students from low socio-economic communities. Decile one schools are the 10% of schools with the highest proportion of students from low socio-economic communities, whereas decile 10 schools are the 10% of schools with the lowest proportion of these students. The lower a school’s decile rating, the more decile-based funding it gets.

Ethnicity: an ethnic group is made up of people who have some or all of the following characteristics:

· a common proper name

· one or more elements of common culture that need not be specified, but may include religion, customs or language

· unique community of interests, feelings and actions

· a shared sense of common origins or ancestry

· a common geographic origin.

This definition is based on the work of A Smith (1986) The Ethnic Origins of Nations. Ethnicity is self-perceived and people can belong to more than one ethnic group. People can identify with an ethnicity even though they may not be descended from ancestors with that ethnicity. Conversely, people may choose to not identify with an ethnicity even though they are descended from ancestors with that ethnicity. In Census data, ethnicity is identified by the person completing the census form. In the case of births and deaths, ethnicity is identified by the person completing the registration form. For births this is usually the parents, while for deaths this is most likely to be the funeral director (on the advice of a family member).

European (ethnic group): people who identify with a European ethnicity (for example, New Zealand European, English, Dutch), with or without other ethnicities.  

General Practitioner (GP): the doctor that you would see first for non-emergency medical care, usually at a local health-care centre.  

Hapū: A hapū is a division of a Māori iwi often translated as ‘sub-tribe’. Membership is determined by genealogical descent. A hapū is made up of a number of whānau (extended family) groups.

Iwi: The traditional Māori tribal hierarchy and social order made up of hapū and whānau with a founding ancestor and territorial (tribal) boundaries. Iwi are the largest everyday social units in Māori populations. 

Kaitoko: support.

Kura hourua: Partnership school.

Lead Maternity Carer: has overall professional and clinical responsibility for a woman’s primary maternity care and is expected to provide continuity-of-care to the woman. The woman can choose the Lead Maternity Carer who can be either a midwife, general practitioner or an obstetrician. The Lead Maternity Caregiver is responsible for providing or co-ordinating care throughout pregnancy, labour, birth and for six weeks after the birth.

Māori: (n) the indigenous people of New Zealand; (adj) of or pertaining to these people.

Māori (ethnic group): People who identify with the Māori ethnicity with or without other ethnicities.

Marae: Is the central area of a Māori community, a place where the local people (tangata whenua) can meet to conduct many of their familiar and sacred events.

Middle Eastern, Latin American and African (MELAA) (ethnic group): people who identify with Middle Eastern, Latin American or African ethnicities, with or without other ethnicities. 

National Certificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA): the main national qualification toward which young people first earn credits as part of their compulsory schooling. Level one of the NCEA represents the first qualification earned by most young people, being assessed in Year 11 of their compulsory schooling (age about 15).

New Zealander (ethnic group): people who identify their ethnicity as New Zealander, with or without other ethnicities. On Census forms, a “New Zealander” ethnicity is not included as a tick-box option, but individuals can choose to tick “other” and manually specify “New Zealander” as their ethnic group.

Ora: fit, healthy or well.

Oranga: livelihood, welfare, health or living.

Pacific /Pasifika: terms used to describe or identify people living in New Zealand who have migrated from the Pacific Islands or who identify with the Pacific Islands because of ancestry or heritage. There is no officially sanctioned term to describe this group of people. It is important to note that Statistics New Zealand categorises a person based on their ethnic origin rather than nationality, so a Fijian of Indian ethnic origin, but born in Fiji, would be categorised as Asian.

Pākehā: the Māori name, in common usage, for New Zealanders of European heritage (often used as a blanket term to refer to fair-skinned New Zealanders).

Primary Health Organisations (PHO): Primary Health Organisations are the local structures for delivering and co-ordinating primary health care services. They bring together doctors, nurses and other health professionals (such as Mäori health workers, health promotion workers, dieticians, pharmacists, physiotherapists, psychologists and midwives) in the community to serve the needs of their enrolled populations.

Rangatahi: younger generation or youth.

Tamariki Māori: Māori children.

Te Ao Māori: the Māori world.

Te Puni Kökiri: the Ministry of Māori development.

Te Reo Māori: the Māori language.

Whakapapa: genealogy, lineage or descent.

Whānau: Whānau is a wider concept than just an immediate family made up of parents and siblings - it links people of one family to a common tupuna or ancestor.  However it is commonly used in many contexts as the Māori term for family or extended family.

Youth / young person: are those aged 12–24, but where available statistics used for the purpose of this report are for those aged 12–18 years.



Appendix Three: Legislation 



Legislation enacted since February 2011 that enhances New Zealand’s compliance with the Convention

	Article Supported
	Legislation

	Articles 19, 20 ,23, 34,

37, 39, 40
	Vulnerable Children Act 2014: enables government to set priorities for improving the well-being of vulnerable children and requires the chief executives of key government agencies to work together to achieve measures aimed at:

· protecting children from abuse and neglect

· improving their physical and mental health and their cultural and emotional well-being

· improving their education and training and their participation in recreation and cultural activities

· strengthening their connection to their families, whānau, hapū, and iwi or other culturally recognised family group

· increasing their participation in decision making about them and their contribution to society

· improving their social and economic well-being.

The Act also provides for Safety Checking of people employed in certain roles in central government and government-funded organisations working with children. It also requires certain organisations, including central government and certain contracted providers, District Health Boards, and School Boards to have child protection policies in place.

	Articles 6, 33, 24
	Smoke-Free Environments (Controls and Enforcement) Amendment Act 2011: further restricts the supply of tobacco products and psychoactive substances to people under the age of 18, and establishes an infringement notice scheme in relation to certain provisions including the prohibition on the sale of tobacco to people younger than 18. 

	Articles 33, 24
	Psychoactive Substances Act 2013: creates offences relating to the sale of approved products by or to persons under the age of 18 and the possession of a psychoactive substance without a license.

	Articles 18(2), 26, 27
	Child Support Amendment Act 2013: creates a new comprehensive child support formula that comes into effect from 1 April 2015 which takes into account the income of both parents and the cost of raising a child, more accurately recognises the amount of time a child is in the care of each parent, and improves the administration of the scheme. In addition, from 1 April 2016, the age of ‘child’ drops from 19 to 18, child support debt will be able to be written off in a greater number of circumstances, penalty rates will be reduced and where parents are each liable to pay the other child support, the Commissioner will be able to offset one liability against the other. 


	Articles 18, 27
	Parental Leave and Employment Protection Amendment Act 2014: will increase paid parental leave and maternity leave entitlements from 14 weeks to 16 weeks from 1 April 2015, then to 18 weeks from 1 April 2016 onwards. 

	Articles 18, 27
	Taxation (Parental Tax Credit) Act 2014: increases the parental tax credit entitlement for lower and middle income working families from $150 for 8 weeks, to $220 per week for the first 10 weeks, following the birth of their child.

	Articles 26, 27
	Social Security (Youth Support and Work Focus) Amendment Act 2012: introduced the Young Parent Payment (YPP) and set out eligibility criteria. This replaced some benefits that 16 to 18 year old parents could previously receive. It also included obligations designed to improve outcomes for the young person and their children, including participation in and completion of parenting and budgeting programmes in certain circumstances. 

	Articles 24, 28
	Social Security (Benefit Categories and Work Focus) Amendment Act 2013: introduced social obligations for people receiving certain financial support regarding the health and education of their dependent children. 

	Articles 20, 26, 27, 40
	Children, Young Persons, and Their Families (Vulnerable Children) Amendment Act 2014: makes changes to improve responses for children who have come to the attention of Child, Youth and Family, by

· amending the care and protection principles to better ensure that decision makers adopt, as the first and paramount consideration, the welfare and interests of the child or young person

· introduces new requirements around assessing the care and protection needs of subsequent children of persons who have been convicted of the murder, manslaughter or death of a child in their care or, in certain circumstances, have had the care of a child removed.

· a new special guardianship order for the purpose of providing a long term, safe, nurturing, stable and secure environment

· changes to the Family Group Conference plans and court plans to give parents more clarity about the steps they must take to meet their child’s care and protection needs

· better support, including financial assistance, if necessary, to young people aged 15 to 19 years who have been in state care and are transitioning to independence. 

	Articles 20, 26, 27
	KiwiSaver (Vulnerable Children) Amendment Act 2014: this Act amended the KiwiSaver Act 2006 to enable certain guardians to opt into KiwiSaver accounts on behalf of children aged under 16. 

	Articles 3, 18, 19
	Family Dispute Resolution Act 2013: requires the use of Family Dispute Resolution in certain CoCA disputes, and provides for operational measures required for the use of family dispute resolution. 

	Article 3, 40
	Care of Children Amendment Act 2013: amended the primary Act to provide that a lawyer, when giving advice to a person, must ensure the person is aware of mechanisms for resolving family disputes, for example Family Dispute Resolution, and the need for the child’s welfare and best interests to be the first and paramount consideration when settling any arrangements for children. 

	Articles 3, 18
	Care of Children Amendment Act 2013: amended the primary Act to introduce judicial settlement conferences to provide parties with an opportunity to settle arrangements for children to avoid the need for a hearing. 

	Articles 3, 19
	Care of Children Amendment Act 2013: amended the primary Act to make the child’s safety the first principle among the list of relevant principles the Court must have regard to when making decisions about children to give it more prominence. The amendment also improved the link to the Domestic Violence Act 1995 and requires a Court to take into account any protection order that has been made and the reasons for it. The situations in which government funded supervised contact is available was extended to include all situations where a child may be at risk and not just physical or sexual violence as it was previously. 

	Article 3, 19
	Domestic Violence Amendment Act 2013: made amendments to the primary Act to improve the safety and delivery of domestic violence programmes. 

	Articles 6, 19
	Land Transport (Road User) Amendment Rule 2011: this Act included the requirement that “drivers must drive with due care for the safety of children; and drive at a speed not exceeding 20km per hour while passing any part of the school bus” by indicating that a stationary school bus must have a school bus sign displayed when overtaking a stopped school bus that is displaying a school bus sign and is stopped for the purpose of picking up or dropping off school children or has flashing lights. 

	Articles 6, 19
	Land Transport (Driver Licensing) Amendment Rule 2011: improved the safety of riders on a learner and restricted motorcycle licence by tightening requirements and allowed competency-based training to shorten the time required on a restricted licence before progressing to a full licence. 

	Articles 6, 19
	Land Transport (Road User) Amendment Rule 2012: updated the helmet standards for users of bicycles. It provides that a person must not ride, or be carried on, a bicycle on a road unless the person is wearing a safety helmet of an approved standard that is securely fastened. 

	Articles 6, 19 
	· Land Transport (Road Safety and Other Matters) Amendment Act 2011: Raised the minimum licensing age from 15 to 16 and provided for the New Zealand Transport Agency to strengthen the restricted license test (affects new and especially young drivers). It also lowered the youth drink drive limit (applies to drivers under 20 years of age) from blood alcohol concentration (BAC) 0.03 to BAC zero and provided for infringement penalties (fines and demerit points) for youth for the breach of drink drive limits (between zero and the current level).

	Articles 6 and 19
	· Land Transport (Road User) Amendment (No 2) 2013: extends the mandatory use of child restraints to passengers under seven years of age and requires child passengers up to seven years of age to be restrained in an appropriate child restraint if one is available. 

	Articles 6, 19
	· Land Transport (Driver Licensing) Amendment Rule 2014: introduced a five year time limit for new learner and restricted care and motorcycle licences to encourage licence holders to progress to a full licence as a demonstration that they have gained the skills and competence to drive safely. 


	Articles 17, 19, 34
	Harmful Digital Communications Bill: (currently before Parliament) seeks to mitigate the harm caused to individuals by electronic communications and to provide victims of harmful digital communications with a quick and effective means of redress. 

	Article 34.
	Objectionable Publications and Indecency Legislation Bill: (currently before Parliament) proposes amendments to the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. It increases the maximum sentence for making, supplying, distributing, or possessing for the purpose of supply or distribution, objectionable material from 10 to 14 years. It also increases the maximum sentence for knowingly possessing objectionable material from five to 10 years. 




Legislation mentioned in this report

Adoption Act 1955

Adoption (Intercountry) Act 1997

Adult Adoption Information Act 1985

Armed Forces Discipline Act 1971

Bill of Rights Act 1990

Births, Deaths, Marriages and Relationships Registration Act 1995

Broadcasting Act 1989

Care of Children Act 2004

Citizenship Act 1977

Child Support Act 1991

Child Support Amendment Act 2013

Children’s Commissioner Act 2003

Children, Young Persons and Their Families Act 1989

Children, Young Persons, and Their Families (Youth Courts Jurisdiction and Orders) Amendment Act 2010

Coroners Act 2006

Corrections Regulations 2005

Crimes Act 1961

Crimes (Substituted Section 59) Amendment Act 2007

Crimes of Torture Amendment Act 2003

Crown Entities Act 2004

Customs and Excise Act 1996

Defence Act 1990

Domestic Violence Act 1995

Education Act 1989

Education (Stand-down and Suspension, Exclusion and Expulsion) Rules 1999

Employment Relations Act 2000

Employment Relations (Flexible Working Arrangements) Amendment Act 2007

Evidence Act 2006

Families Commission Act 2003

Family Disputes Resolution Act 2013

Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993

Geneva Conventions Act 1958

Health and Safety in Employment Act 1992 

Health and Safety in Employment Regulations 1995

Health Practitioners Competence Assurance Act 2003

Human Assisted Reproductive Technology Act 2004

Human Rights Act 1993

Intellectual Disability (Compulsory Care and Rehabilitation) Act 2003

International Crimes and International Criminal Court Act 2000

Immigration Act 2009

Land Transport Act 1998

Marriage (Definition of Marriage) Amendment Act 2013

Mental Health (Compulsory Assessment and Treatment) Act 1992

Privacy Act 1993

Prostitution Reform Act 2003

Psychoactive Substances Act 2013

Public Health and Disability Act 2000

Sale and Supply of Alcohol Act 2012

Smoke-Free Environments (Controls and Enforcement) Amendment Act 2011

Victims’ Orders against Violent Offenders Act 2014

Vulnerable Children Act 2014



Bills currently before parliament:

Harmful Digital Communications Bill

Objectionable Publications and Indecency Legislation Bill
