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We write in advance of the Committee on Torture’s review of Pakistan to highlight the inadequate, the use of torture in Pakistan, including acts of torture and ill-treatment by Pakistani police, a lack of adequate investigations, the use of confessions extracted under torture, and the lack of domestic legislation criminalizing torture. 

Human Rights Watch in a September 2016 report examined police abuses and lack of accountability in three of Pakistan’s four provinces: Balochistan, Sindh, and Punjab. The research was based on interviews with victims, their family members, witnesses to police abuses, retired and serving police officials, human rights defenders and other experts.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Human Rights Watch found that the Pakistani police frequently use torture and other ill-treatment against persons in custody, particularly during criminal investigations. Those from marginalized groups are at particular risk of police violence. Victims of police abuse reported long-lasting effects including physical pain or disability, and mental stress. 

Human Rights Watch found evidence of beatings including with batons and littars (pieces of leather), stretching and crushing legs with roola (metal rods), sexual violence, prolonged sleep deprivation, and mental torture, including witnessing other people’s torture.  There were many reported deaths in custody from torture.  

Torture is typically used by Pakistani police to obtain confessions and other information from suspects, to extract bribes from those arbitrarily detained, or to mete out punishment based on an assumption of guilt.  Police are seldom prosecuted for these violations. According to data compiled by the nongovernmental Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, from January 2014 to May 2016, criminal cases were only registered in 16 cases of the 71 reported cases of custodial torture.

Several police officers sought to justify the use of physical force as a necessary technique to obtain confessions and ensure convictions. Some officers claimed that the police only use “physical methods” condemned by human rights groups when dealing with hardened criminals who need to be threatened to tell the truth. Senior officials also said that physical force was often threatened and used because the police are not trained in sophisticated investigation and forensic analysis methods. 

Although Pakistan is party to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, and the Constitution of Pakistan in article 14(2) prohibits the use of torture, Pakistan does not have domestic legislation criminalizing torture. In the absence of express statutory prohibitions of torture, sections 339, 340 and 349 of the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860—dealing with wrongful restraint, wrongful confinement, and criminal use of force respectively—are sometimes used in prosecution of torture.

In views of these findings, the Pakistan government should
· Enact legislation that specifically defines torture as a criminal offense in the Penal Code and carries appropriate penalties. 
· Amend the Qanun-e-Shahadat Order 1984 to strengthen article 14(2) of the Constitution and make inadmissible any evidence obtained on the basis of a police interrogation that involved the use of torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or other illegal coercion.
·  Explicitly define acceptable interrogation techniques in police rules and manuals and prohibit the police or other agencies from using arbitrary detention, torture or other coercive measures to obtain evidence.
· Ensure that police officers implicated in torture and other ill-treatment, regardless of rank, are disciplined or prosecuted as appropriate.
· Require police to videotape all interrogations to protect against the use of torture and ill-treatment.
· Independently investigate every case of custodial death or encounter killing, and register a First Information Report (FIR) when there is suspicion of deaths due to torture in custody.
· Discipline or prosecute as appropriate superior officers who knew or should have known of acts of torture and custodial killings, and failed to prevent and punish them.
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