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Madam Chair, distinguished members of the Committee,

We welcome the opportunity to contribute to the 93rd Pre-Sessional Working Group session concerning the Syrian Arab Republic.

Despite ongoing challenges, we emphasize the urgent need for concrete progress on the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) in Syria. Key concerns include:

Continued legal and social discrimination against women in personal status laws, including marriage, divorce, custody, and inheritance

Limited participation of women in political and decision-making processes

Gender-based violence, including in conflict-affected areas, with insufficient protection mechanisms

Barriers to accessing education, healthcare, and employment for women and girls

We urge the Committee to issue strong and specific recommendations that reflect the realities on the ground and address both legal and structural inequalities.

We also express our hope that the incoming government in Syria will demonstrate genuine political will to engage with these recommendations and work towards meaningful reforms. This includes aligning national laws with CEDAW obligations and ensuring effective implementation through transparent, accountable, and inclusive mechanisms.

We look forward to seeing tangible progress that promotes the full and equal participation of women in all aspects of Syrian society.

Thank you.
