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Introduction:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Somalia has been suffering throughout the past years from continuing repression of opposition protests. However, opposition groups could stage protests across Somalia after the delay of legislative elections, though former Somalian president Farmajo responded with all kinds of violence and repression, thus killing dozens of peaceful protesters. In addition, the Somaliland region is currently witnessing wide protests against the government for many political reasons.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]It is worth noting that although Somalia is a state party to the 1966 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights as well as the 1981 African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, it does not place significant restrictions on freedom of peaceful assembly and association, and its legislative framework is faulted with many shortcomings in terms of the existence of articles protecting the rights of peaceful assembly.
In parallel with the violations suffered by journalists in Somalia, the right to peaceful assembly is also subject to clear violations, and the Somali government requires complicated process and exhausting paperwork before allowing peaceful assemblies, which makes it difficult for opposition and those seeking to express their opinions and demands to face many obstacles.  
In this context, Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights highlights the most prominent violations that occurred between 2021 and 2023, with the aim of shedding light on the ongoing violations so far in Somalia, which warns of the need to take urgent measures in order to protect healthy gatherings and ensure the rights of citizens to express their demands. 
Somali Government Violations of the Right to Peaceful Assembly and Association:
Despite the fact that Somalia is a state party to the 1966 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, in addition to being a state party to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights of 1981, it puts significant restrictions on freedom of peaceful assembly and association, and it does not have any legislation regulating the use of firearms by the police during gatherings to disperse demonstrators.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Somalia, The right of peaceful assembly, http://bitly.ws/Jsge] 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK11]The Somali security forces always reject gathering requests made by demonstrators, and perhaps one of the most prominent examples in this regard is the incident of intimidation and threats of leaders of the Somali trade unions and the National Union of Somali Journalists to discourage them from organizing peaceful demonstrations.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Ibid] 

Government violations appear in several incidents, including the following: 
On February 19, 2021, security forces responded to opposition protests in the capital, which included former Prime Minister Hassan Ali Khayre, with gunfire, killing at least 20 persons in skirmishes the previous night.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  2021 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Somalia, Us department of state, http://bitly.ws/JsAa] 

Between January, March, and June 2021, the capital city witnessed demonstrations by the families of the soldiers who were revealed to have been sent for training in Eritrea to participate in the Ethiopian war, and according to reports, the Somali police forces had used live ammunition and tear gas to disperse the demonstrators.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Ibid] 

On June 9, 2022, demonstrations were organized by opposition parties and these demonstrations witnessed widespread harassment from the government. A group of participants in the demonstrations were detained and live ammunition and tear gas were used to disperse them. Officials of 24 opposition parties were arbitrarily arrested and held without charge for 28 days.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  2022 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Somalia] 

On August 11, 2022, leaders of the opposition Waddani and Justice and Welfare Party (UCID) parties organized protests in the main cities of Hargeisa, Burao, Borama, Las Anod, Erigavo, and Berbera over delays in the presidential election. According to a parliamentary committee report, Somaliland police action to break up the protests killed five civilians and injured 76 civilians and 85 security personnel, with hundreds of protesters arrested, including 14 officials of the Wadani Party.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Ibid] 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK12][bookmark: OLE_LINK13]In January 2023, the city of Las Anod, the administrative capital of the Sool region of Somaliland, witnessed widespread protests against the government of Hargeisa, which led to the death of more than 20 people and the injury of dozens, following the repression practiced by the police and army forces in Somaliland.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Chances of Somaliland success in absorbing opposition protests, Future for Advanced Research & Studies, January 10, 2023, http://bitly.ws/KDS5 ] 

On February 10, 2023, at least 34 people were killed in clashes in the separatist Somaliland region in northern Somalia, and the Somaliland authorities used force against the residents of the city of Las Anod with the aim of suppressing demonstrations and protests demanding an end to the assassinations of the city leaders.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Somali readings, 34 were killed in clashes in the separatist Somaliland region, February 10, 2023, http://bitly.ws/kdq2 ] 

As for freedom of association, the actual reality in Somalia reveals that government officials harass workers in non-governmental organizations as part of the authority’s moves towards the restriction of freedom of association in the Somali community in 2022. The federal government intervened in the management of the organizations as it tried to impose taxes, increase registration requirements, and monitor contracts, purchases, and hiring process.[footnoteRef:9] Al-Shabaab does not allow many international civil society organizations to work in the areas under its control, whereas the southern and central regions that Al-Shabaab does not control, civilians are free to join civil society organizations working to address the problems of the Somali society.[footnoteRef:10] [9:  Ibid]  [10:  Ibid] 

Recommendations:
[bookmark: OLE_LINK14][bookmark: OLE_LINK15]First: In the context of the government’s failure in Somalia to respect the right to peaceful assembly, Maat for Peace, Development and Human Rights recommends the Human Rights Committee to establish a local oversight mechanism to monitor the extent of Somalia’s commitment to respecting the right of civilians to peaceful assembly and to record violations and complaints, provided that it submits its reports periodically to the Committee;
Second: In context of the monitored violations and excessive use of violence against participants in peaceful assemblies in Somalia, Maat recommends the Committee to call on the Somali Parliament to work on a draft law to legalize and regulate the police use of weapons in dealing with Somali peaceful assemblies’ demonstrators;
Third: In the context of the government's rejection of civilian requests to organize peaceful assemblies in Somalia, Maat recommends the Committee to urge the Somali government to allow the realization of the right to peaceful demonstrations guaranteed by the Somali Constitution by facilitating the issuance of necessary permits without bureaucracy and complexity;
[bookmark: OLE_LINK16][bookmark: OLE_LINK17]Fourth: Regarding the deaths and injuries resulting from the Somali protests, Maat recommends CSOs to cooperate with the Somali legislative and judicial system to work on launching a mechanism to receive complaints from victims and their families about violations and deaths in protests, to work on speedy settlement of them and bring perpetrators to justice.
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Organization in special consultative status with the Economic and Social Council since 2016
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	Headquarters:148 Misr Helwan El-Zyrae Road, El Matbaa Sq, Hadayek El Maadi, 4th Floor, No 41, Cairo, Egypt 
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