Annex 4-1


Treatment of Inmates Sentenced to Death
With regard to the treatment of inmates sentenced to death, which was mentioned in Question 13 of the List of Issues, the Government of Japan would like to explain the real situation of their treatment in order to contribute to a clear understanding by the members of United Nations Human Rights Committee.
According to the Act on Penal Detention Facilities and Treatment of Inmates and Detainees, an inmate sentenced to death, in principle, shall be placed and held in a single room and shall not be allowed contact with other inmates sentenced to death in Japan. However, this does not mean that the inmate is completely isolated from other inmates without any opportunity to come into contact with other people.
    An inmate sentenced to death is usually accommodated on the same floor as other pre-trial inmates in a detention facility. A room for an inmate sentenced to death has the same structure as those for pre-trial inmates, with a window to allow fresh air and natural light. Therefore, the room is bright and clean for her/him to live her/his daily life there (see the attached photograph of Tokyo Detention House which accommodates the largest number of inmates sentenced to death in Japan). The inside of the entire building is also kept at an appropriate temperature responding to outside temperature change.
    Detention houses where an inmate sentenced to death is accommodated to provide her/him with interview sessions held by facility staff and/or nongovernmental volunteers to prevent lonely or solitary situations, and opportunities for religious services and teachings if she/he wishes. Detention houses also provide inmates with items for hobby and recreation activities and video programs. Inmates basically are able to read any book she/he likes, to listen to the radio, and to read newspapers.
    Health conditions of inmates sentenced to death are also paid careful attention to by facility staff. An inmate has an opportunity for outside exercise every day except Saturdays and Sundays. An inmate also has the opportunity for periodic medical checkups and, if needed, the inmate shall be provided medical treatment in and outside of detention houses.
