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[bookmark: _Hlk73711679]Measures of the State of Armenia against COVID-19 epidemic
As the novel Coronavirus started spreading in Armenia at the beginning of 2020, worries were expressed about the possible implications of virus transmission in institutions (orphanages, long-term care facilities, mental health hospitals), services to persons with disabilities were being strained, and people were experiencing increased difficulties in accessing general health care. 
Almost all-day care centers were closed, and home care services were only partially provided in 2020. 855 people live in institutions under the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs and most of them have a disability, 50 % are women with disabilities.  
Based on reports of officials, 6,737 persons were hospitalized in mental health hospitals under the Ministry of Health and Local government during 2020. But there is not available statistic about gender and disability of the patients of mental health care hospitals.
The government did not publish data on how many of the infected and dead were persons with disabilities, disaggregated by gender. As of May 2021, 25 persons living in institutions (under the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs) died from a COVID-19, and 59 had a COVID-19 but died of another cause. Based on RA government website gov.am, the RA government implemented several support (social and economic) programs during the first period of the pandemic, but none of them directly addressed persons with disabilities and their needs. 

Proposed questions for the List of Issues
What new measures are foreseen to collect disaggregated information about hospitalized persons in mental health hospitals based on their gender and disability?

Does the Government collect data on the number of hospitalizations and deaths of women and girls with disabilities from COVID-19? Please also provide data on women and girls with disabilities living in institutions, disaggregated by age, place of residence and type of impairment.
What measures are being taken or envisioned to maintain or increase support by social services in the community for women and girls with disabilities (accessible housing and assistive devices, access to food and essential goods, medication, support services etc.) and provide financial aid for persons with disabilities?  

Gender-based violence against women
(On implementation of the Committee’s General Recommendation No. 17)
Women with disabilities who support equality for women and men or support the ratification of the Istanbul Convention are subject to hate speech and discrimination based on sex and disability.[footnoteRef:1] This discriminatory and dangerous discourse is accompanied even with questioning the fact of the person being a person with disability and mocking. This speaks of the absence of basic knowledge about different needs of persons with disabilities or deliberate dismissal and discreditation.    [1:  Joint Announcements of NGOs https://hcav.am/en/zaruhi-batoyan/, June 2, 2019, 
Human Rights Report 2019 (US Department of State's Bureau of Human Rights և Labor, published March 11, 2020).] 

[bookmark: _Hlk73030870]From 2020 Ministry of labor and Social Affairs providing financial support to NGOs for providing shelters and other support services for domestic violence. In the report there isn’t information about women with disabilities who receive support. 

In this context, it is important to recall that, already in 2017, the CRPD Committee had recommended Armenia to “(d) Implement effective legal, policy and practical measures to address gender-based violence against women with disabilities, particularly those living in institutions; prevent and investigate violations of their human rights and prosecute and punish those responsible; and ensure that those affected have access to immediate protection and accessible support services, including reasonable accommodation in mainstream services and shelter facilities, as well as means of redress.”[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  CRPD/C/ARM/CO/1, para. 10(d).] 



Proposed questions for the List of Issues
What sanctions foreseen in legal regulations are there to prevent and eliminate hate-speech against women with disabilities, including in social networks, and how are they imposed in practice?
What is the government doing to address the issue of domestic violence, including against women and girls with disabilities? Are there statistical data on how many women and girls with disabilities find support with this programme by the Ministry of labor and Social Affairs providing financial support to NGOs on this area?

How is the government planning to better include women and girls with disabilities in all national, regional and local strategies to combat gender-based violence, taking into account the recommendations by the CRPD Committee from 2017? 

What steps have been taken to adopt awareness raising measures on violence against women that are inclusive of women and girls with disabilities?


Education
On implementation of the Committee’s General Recommendation No. 23)
The law on Secondary Education was amended on December 1, 2014, stipulating universal inclusion as a state policy. Persons with disabilities are involved in vocational and higher education but the State does not provide disaggregated data on students with disabilities involved at different levels of education. Data collection and disaggregation by disability and gender seems to remain a pending task of the government. 

Proposed questions for the List of Issues
Is there any statistical data on how many women included in different levels of education are women with disabilities and what percentage of people with disabilities receiving education are women?
What steps are being taken to have centralized disaggregated data? 
What measures is government taking to ensure women and girls with disabilities have equal access to mainstream education. In this context, what is the government doing to make sure information, buildings, digital tools, academic programs, etc., are accessible for women and girls with disabilities (e.g. accessible facilities, university websites, easy-to-read information, braille print academic material, sign language interpretation for classes, etc)? 
What measures is the government taking to promote higher involvement in vocation and higher education by women and girls with disabilities? In this context, is the government taking any specific measures to encourage uptake of professions traditionally seen for men (e.g. IT, engineering, STEM etc.)? How does it make sure that awareness-raising activities are accessible for all women and girls with disabilities? 

Support to women with disabilities to exercise their parental responsibilities	
[bookmark: _Hlk73033656]
The RA Law on Social Support stipulated the concept of social patronage and Government Decision N 631-N from June 2, 2016 allows providing these services to those people who cannot carry out their obligations or protect their rights independently. 
In this area, the CRPD Committee has required that Armenia “the Committee recommends that the State party take the measures necessary, including the repeal of legislation, to eliminate discrimination against persons with disabilities in all matters relating to marriage, family and parental rights.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  CRPD/C/ARM/CO/1, para. 40.] 

Proposed questions for the List of Issues
What services are available to mothers with disabilities who are on parental leave, and do they receive differentiated support for childcare? Do they receive services of a personal assistant? 
What steps are planned to include these services in the midterm expenses and annual action plans? 
What measures are available for women and girls with disabilities for equal access to reproductive and post-birth-related healthcare services? 

Women asylum-seekers and returnee Armenian migrant women
	On implementation of the Committee’s General Recommendation No. 39
The Government approved the "State programme on primary assistance for reintegration of citizens returning to Armenia (including forced returns). One of the components of the programme envisages short-term compensation for renting an apartment for forced returnees to Armenia, which will be provided for six months in the amount of AMD 60,000. In the selection of beneficiaries, priority shall be given to the following vulnerable groups:
	Large families (with more than four children).
	The elderly (65 and more years old). 
	Persons with disabilities. 
	Persons in need of urgent medical care. 
	Children having returned without being accompanied and left without parental care in Armenia.

There are women and girls with disabilities and with health issues among departures to Armenia many of which have left their treatment incomplete and returned to Armenia. But the government financial aid for housing is not based on the concrete needs of women with disabilities, including coverage of disability related requirements.

On another topic, over 28000 people displaced because of the Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh) war continue living in Armenia. Some of them live with host families and some are renting; there is no data desegregated by gender and disability

Proposed questions for the List of Issues
During the reporting period, what percentage of beneficiaries had a disability and how many of them were women? 
What measures are being taken to cover special needs of women and girls with disabilities for forced returnees to Armenia?
Have there been specific measures taken for relocation and support of women and girls with disabilities from Nagorno Karabakh? What percentage of them were placed in institutions and what percentage of them were assisted in renting an apartment, disaggregating by gender and type of impairment? 
What is the government doing to support women and girls with disabilities who are displaced due to the NK war?
What is the government doing to support women and girls with disabilities repatriating to Armenia from 3rd countries? 
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