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Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I would like join Mr. Salama in welcoming you to the 85th session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

Since our last session, the number of States parties having ratified or acceded to the Convention has remained at 189. On 2 May 2023, HondurasSimilarly, the number of States parties having accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention concerning the Committee’s meeting time, bringing the total number of States parties having accepted the amendment to 81 has remained at 80. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. With respect to the Optional Protocol, the number of States parties remains at 115.

I am pleased to inform you that since our last session, Belarus, Lao People’s Democratic Republic and Saudi Arabia submitted their periodic reports to the Committee. Since our decision last year to make the simplified reporting procedure the default procedure for the submission of State party reports to the CEDAW Committee, with the possibility for States parties to opt out, 13 States parties have opted out from the simplified reporting procedure indicating that they wish to maintain the traditional reporting procedure.

Please let me now introduce my participation in events related to the implementation of women’s rights since the last session of the Committee.

On 6 March 2023, I presented the statement of our Committee at the opening of the sixty-seventh session of the Commission on the Status of Women in New York.

In New York, I held several meetings on the sidelines of the 67th CSW session. On 7 March, together with other members of the Platform of International and Regional Mechanisms for the Elimination of Discrimination and Violence against women, I participated in a meeting with the Executive Director of UN Women, Ms. Sima Sami Bahous. On 22 May, Ms. Bahous will brief our Committee on UN Women’s work on CEDAW implementation and on the outcomes of the 67th session of the CSW, in closed meeting. Also on 7 March, I met informally with the Minister of Equality and the Ambassador of Trinidad and Tobago and held a work meeting with the Advisor at the UN Women Regional Office for the Americas and the Caribbean, Ms. Bárbara Ortiz.

On International Women’s Day, 8 March 2023, I met with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict, former CEDAW Member Pramila Patten, to explore synergies arising under the Framework of Cooperation between our two mechanisms. I also met informally with Mrs. Iris Luarasi, President of GREVIO, the independent expert body responsible for monitoring the implementation of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention) by the Parties, to discuss potential cooperation between CEDAW and GREVIO. I further held a meeting with the European Commission Director for Equality and Non-Discrimination, Mrs. Irena Moozeva, to explore potential synergies between the European Union and the CEDAW Committee on gender equality and women’s rights. Still on 8 March, at a meeting with Ms. Diana Dalton, Head of Gender and Equalities, Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office at the Mission of the United Kingdom to the United Nations in New York, we exchanged views on gender stereotypes and women’s human rights.

On 9 March, on the fringes of the CSW, I met informally with the Minister of State for Social and Family Development of Singapore, Ms. Sun Xueling, at the request of the Minister, who reported on progress achieved by Singapore on women’s human rights and gender equality. I also met with representatives of the European Women’s Lobby and of Women Enabled International to share relevant information and explore potential cooperation in relation to the Committee’s draft General Recommendation on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems and gender-based violence against women with disabilities, respectively.

On 11 March, I participated as keynote speaker at a seminar on individual communications at As Pontes Town Council in Pontevedra, Spain, and as speaker at a conference on “The global women’s agenda” at Xinzo de Limia Town Council in Orense, Spain.

On 16 March, I participated in a virtual round table on States and their obligation to prevent and eliminate gender-based institutional violence at the State Forum on institutional violence against migrant women victims of gender-based violence and their daughters and sons, organized by the Association for Research and Specialisation on Ibero-American Affairs (AIETI) and the Latin American and Caribbean Women’s Network.

On 3 April, at a meeting with women’s organizations at the Department for Equality, Zafra Town Council, in Badajoz, Spain, I explained how civil society can engage in the work of the CEDAW Committee.

On 20 April, I taught a Master class on “Gender and human rights” as part of the Master’s degree in Fundamental Rights at Carlos III University in Getafe, Spain.

On 25 April, I made a presentation at a hearing on preventing and combating violence against women with disabilities by the Committee on Equality and Non-Discrimination of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, France. In that context, I also had meetings with the Rapporteur for the report on preventing and combating violence against women with disabilities, Ms. Béatrice Fresko Rolfo (Monaco, ALDE); the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, Mrs. Dunja Mijatovic; the Director General of the Directorate General of Democracy and Human Dignity, Mrs. Marja Ruotanen; the Head of the GREVIO Secretariat; the Head of the Secretariat of the Gender Equality Commission (intergovernmental); and the Head of the Human Dignity and Gender Equality Department of the Council of Europe.

Lastly, on 2 May, I participated as CEDAW Chair in the online preparatory meeting for the 35th annual meeting of the Chairs of the human rights treaty bodies, which will be held in New York from 29 May to 2 June 2023.

	Dear colleagues,

I know that experts of the Committee have been involved in CEDAW-related activities since our last session. I would now be delighted to hear from them in this regard. In the interest of time management, I would like to request those members asking for the floor to limit their interventions to 3 minutes.

Lastly, I would like to announce that all public meetings of our 85th session, including this meeting, our constructive dialogues with the States parties, and the public closing of the session on Friday 26 May are webcast live on UN Web TV.

I take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to all those who will be online observers on the webcast during these public meetings.

In concluding, I wish all of us success for our work during this session.

Thank you for your attention.

__________________
