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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Excellencies, dear colleagues and friends,
It is a great honour to address the opening of the thirty-fifth session of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. I warmly thank Chair Miyeon Kim for her kind invitation, and regret that I cannot join you in person. On behalf of the Chairpersons of all ten human rights treaty bodies, I bring our warmest wishes for this commemorative session.
Twenty years ago, the General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the first comprehensive human rights treaty of the twenty-first century, a treaty that changed not only international law but how the world understands disability. It affirmed persons with disabilities as full holders of rights, not objects of charity, and gave our entire system a guiding principle: “Nothing about us without us.”
On this anniversary, let me recall what this Convention and this Committee have given our system as a whole. Drafted with the unprecedented participation of persons with disabilities and their organizations, the Convention renewed the very idea of how international law is made. Its human rights model of disability now informs the work of every committee. Its insistence on accessibility has become a benchmark for us all. Thanks in no small part to this Committee, the Chairs have committed that accessibility be built in from the start, ensuring no one is excluded from our work owing to disability. This Committee did not simply join the treaty body family; it has helped renew it.
Yet I must also speak frankly: we mark this milestone at a time when the entire treaty body system stands at a crossroads. The United Nations liquidity crisis has had direct consequences for protection: sessions cancelled, reviews postponed, individual communications delayed. Your Committee has felt this directly — even so, as Chair Kim made clear at our thirty-eighth Annual Meeting of Chairpersons this June, your determination is unwavering. But behind every postponed dialogue stand rights holders, among them millions of persons with disabilities. These are not mere administrative inconveniences; they create profound protection gaps for those who rely on us most. 
At the same meeting, the ten Chairpersons responded with one voice to the High Commissioner’s proposals for the system’s future: we welcome modernization, provided it makes our system more accessible, not less. But efficiency is no substitute for resources. Without financial independence, no reform can endure, and a trade-off that reduces protection cannot be made on credit.
Sustaining this system ultimately rests with States. This is a question not only of resources, but of priorities: even in difficult times, the protection of human rights must remain a core purpose of the United Nations. So I respectfully appeal to States parties: sustain the system you created, and keep it on a sound and predictable footing. The High Commissioner has offered one idea that merits careful consideration: a financial firewall to safeguard treaty body funding. For our part, we will continue to do what we are here to do.
Meeting the challenges ahead will demand deeper cooperation among us, so that international human rights standards are implemented consistently and effectively. And one principle must never change: this system belongs to rights holders, and the meaningful participation of persons with disabilities and their organizations is not a courtesy, but a requirement of the Convention itself.
Madam Chair, distinguished members: this year, the two International Covenants — on civil and political rights, and on economic, social and cultural rights — turn sixty, and your Convention turns twenty. Your Committee reminds us all that rigorous protection and genuine inclusion go hand in hand. As you open this commemorative session, you carry the solidarity of all ten treaty bodies.
I wish you a most productive thirty-fifth session. I thank you.
	
