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Addendum to Parallel Report on Greece’s compliance 
with the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 
10 November 2020
This is an addendum to the report submitted on 13 October 2020 to the United Nations’ Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) for the adoption of the List of Issues Prior to Reporting for Greece during its 79th session in November 2020 that is available on the UN website.
Lowering of sentences for threats of use of domestic violence
Domestic violence was criminalized through Law 3500/2006 until the coming into force of the new Criminal Code on 1 July 2019 in which were incorporated most crimes punished by Law 3500/2006. 
On the one hand, acts of domestic violence continue to be punished with 1 to 5 years in prison on the basis of article 312 para 2a combines with 1a of the new Criminal Code as they were punished on the basis of article 6 para 1 of Law 3500/2006. 

On the other hand, though, threats of use of domestic violence that were punished with up to 5 years in prison on the basis of article 7 para 2 of Law 3500/2006 are now punished with only up to 3 years in prison or a fine on the basis of article 333 para 2b of the new Criminal Code. This is a dramatic decrease of the sanctions in favor of the perpetrators by both setting a lower upper limit and by introducing the possibility of an alternative non-custodial sentence of a fine. 

As a result, for example, the Court of Cassation, with Judgment 288/2020, sent back to the Appeals Court of Patras a case because of the “application of the more lenient law” so that the latter lowers the sentence imposed in 2019 before the introduction of the new Criminal Code. The sentence previously imposed after a conviction for acts of domestic violence, threats of use of domestic violence and use of an arm was anyway a rather low 2 years and 9 months (probably suspended for three years or converted to a fine). Likewise, with Judgment 550/2020, it sent back to the Appeals Court of Athens a case because of the “application of the more lenient law” so that the latter lowers the sentence it had imposed in 2017 before the introduction of the new Criminal Code. The sentence previously imposed after a conviction for threats of use of domestic violence was again a rather low 6 months suspended for three years.
The Committee is therefore requested to ask Greece for the rationale behind the significant lowering of the higher possible sentence for threats of use of domestic violence and the introduction of an alternative non-custodial sentence (fine) for that crime. Moreover, Greece should be asked to provide data on prosecution of crimes of domestic violence with the corresponding sentences imposed at first instance as well as on appeal and (if applicable) after cassation, with a clear indication as to how many of the custodial sentences imposed led to time actually served in prison.    
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