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PREVENTION AND EARLY DETECTION OF CHILDREN DISEASES
Early detection of diseases / screening
Neonatal screenings aimed at early detection of diseases. Programs of neonatal screenings started in the Republic since 2005 at the initial stage with the support of the international/public and/or donor organizations. Then, the state participation increased year by year, making it possible to gradually expand screening, both in terms of volume/types and geographical coverage. 
Currently, 6 screening programs are being implemented aimed at congenital pathologies of newborns - detection of hypothyroidism, phenylketonuria, hearing, immature retinopathy, hip dysplasia, congenital critical heart defects. 1 025 300 newborns were screened during 2005-2018, as a result 3884 new-borns with the above-mentioned pathologies were discovered which helped to prevent the further development of diseases, consequently disability and/or possible death. From 2019, 100% of hearing screening and 50% of hip joint screening will be provided. From 2020 the latter will be fully implemented.

National program of Immunization 
Due to the “National Immunization Program” implemented in the country since 1994, the mortality of children with manageable infectious diseases remains favorable. The targeted diseases defined within the framework of the program are: diphtheria, pertussis, pertussis, polio, measles, rubella, tuberculosis, swine fever, HBV, haemophilus type B infection, human papillomavirus infection, viral hepatitis-A, pneumococcal infection, meningococcal infection and pneumococcal infection. 
The inclusion of new vaccines against communicable diseases in the national immunization schedule established by the National Immunization Program has the following timeline: Hepatitis-B vaccine (1999), Measles-German measles-mumps vaccine (2002), Pentavalent vaccine (2009), Rotavirus vaccine (2012), pneumococcal vaccine (2014), Meningococcal, HF, tularaemia, seasonal flu and human papillomavirus vaccines (2016).
One of the successes of the program is the maintenance of polio-free status. No cases of polio and diphtheria have been reported in the country since 2003.
Currently, immunization activities are carried out, according to the Protocol Decision N10 and to the 17 National Immunization Program conducted in the Republic of Armenia, with the list of priority measures of the national program and with the national vaccination calendar.  

Immunization services in the country are available and accessible to all the groups of the population, which can be evidenced by 2015 Demographic and Health Survey data. According to the survey, 89% of children aged 18-29 months received all of the major immunizations recommended by the WHO. According to the Demographic and Health Survey data, compared to 2010, the coverage of basic vaccinations has decreased by 3%. Almost all children included in the sample (at least 97%) received the following vaccinations: anti-tuberculosis vaccine, hepatitis B at birth and the first dose of polio-pentavalent vaccine. The proportion of children who received the second, third, and second doses of polio-pentavalent vaccines (measles vaccine) was slightly lower (94%). 93% of children received all 3 doses of the pentavalent vaccine, 95% of them - all 3 doses of polio vaccine. 94% of children received the first dose of rotavirus vaccine.
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Recently, because of the propaganda carried out by the anti-vaccination groups, active in the country, there is an increase in the number of those who refuse vaccinations.  As a result, there is a decrease in the level of full coverage of the target groups in the vaccinations.
Measures were taken to control measles, rubella and swine fever, including 96% coverage of additional vaccinations for 6-27 year olds in 2007. The measures taken to ensure more than 90% coverage of women of childbearing age in measles vaccinations have given to the country the opportunity not only to eliminate local cases of measles and rubella, but also to effectively prevent the development of congenital measles syndrome. Due to the above-mentioned, no local cases of measles and rubella have been registered in the Republic since 2007, only cases of measles have been registered.
In order to maintain the success and achievements of the country's immunization process, it is very important to have a stable financial means for the acquisition of vaccines and vaccine aids. Demand for vaccines provided by the National Vaccination Calendar of the country after the independence of the Republic of Armenia and availability of the permanent reserves have been provided by donor organizations. The vast majority of humanitarian aid was provided by the United Nations Children's Fund. 
	
Since 2005, the state has been involved in the process of purchasing the necessary vaccines, increasing the amount of investments year by year. As of 2018, the state participation made 95.8%, and in 2019, 100% coverage of budget financing is envisaged.	
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