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Statement at the opening session
Of the CRPD Committee

United Nations, Geneva, March 20, 2017
Human Rights Watch thanks the Committee for the opportunity to address you today, and extends a particular welcome to the new members of the CRPD Committee. 

We do however note the lack of gender parity in the Committee. Given this disparity, it is going to be important that the Committee take strong account of gender and we hope the Committee will pay particular attention to the concerns of women and girls with disabilities.
It has been 10 years since the CRPD came into force, it’s an important opportunity to reflect on what this treaty has done and can do for the 1 billion people with disabilities around the world. Over 170 governments have ratified the Convention and we are beginning to see laws change. We are also slowly beginning to see attitudes change from the medical model to a rights-based approach, but stigma, paternalism and exclusion continue to prevail in many countries. With the focus now on implementation, disability advocates, legal experts, and governments find themselves trying to interpret the scope of many CRPD provisions, making the work of the Committee all the more important.  
Human Rights Watch strongly believes in the motto of the CRPD, “nothing about us without us”, and we work in close partnership with disabled persons’ organizations at the local, regional, and international level, including with the International Disability Alliance.

This year we are conducting research on a number of issues including the shackling of people with psychosocial disabilities in Nigeria, barriers to humanitarian aid for refugees with disabilities in Greece and South Sudan, the neglect and abuse people with disabilities face in prisons in Australia, sexual violence against women with disabilities in India, the institutionalization of children in Brazil, and the denial of access to education for children with disabilities in Tanzania, Afghanistan, and Armenia. 

I’d like to mention a few words on Armenia, in particular since I know committee is reviewing them next week. Many children in Armenia in orphanages and other residential institutions end up there because they have disabilities. As of April 2016, there were nearly 3,700 children with and without disabilities in residential institutions in Armenia. Ninety percent of these children have at least one living parent. Even in the most well-resourced residential institutions in Armenia, children face isolation, the lack of individual attention and nurture, a lack of privacy, emotional distress due to family separation and a lack of preparation to lead individual lives as adults.  Although the government has taken some steps to support children to grow up in families and in communities, it is has not invested in key services, in particular quality, inclusive education. Without quality education and other services in the community, many children in Armenia are at risk of remaining in abusive, closed institutions. 

We reiterate our appreciation to the Committee for its willingness to engage with civil society.
We wish you all a productive session.
